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And he brought him to Jesus. And when Jesus beheld him, He said, “Thou art Simon the son of Jona. Thou shalt be called Cephas” (which is by interpretation, A stone).
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Introduction:

A. Chipping away the stone.

1. It is told that Michelangelo, the great Italian sculptor, seeing a rough and misshapen block of marble which had been cast aside as worthless and useless, seized a hammer and chisel and began to make chips of marble fly in all directions. 

a) A friend happened by and asked what he was doing. 

b) His reply was: “I see an angel imprisoned in this block of stone, and I'm just working to let him out.” 

c) None of us could be called an angel.

d) But at this very moment, Jesus Christ sees the person you could be (and what a great person he sees!)

e) That person you were meant to be is imprisoned in the hard, stony nature of what you are, and Jesus is working at every moment, using His grace and power while preserving your freedom, to uncover and produce “the Possible You.” 

f) And when He has finished, the ideal will have become the actual, the possible you will be the real you! 

g) What a plan! What patience and grace and power!

h) In the Bible we can see this plan at work in the life of Simon Peter!

B. Simon Peter

1. Perhaps the most loved character in the Bible, apart from Jesus Himself, is Simon Peter. 

a) For sheer variety, for contradiction of personality, for mixture of saint and sinner in one person, the story of Simon Peter is unbeatable. 

b) Perhaps the reason we like him so well is because he is so much like us. 

c) When we read his story, we are looking at a full-length reflection of ourselves. 

2. Let’s focus our attention for a few minutes on the words which Jesus spoke to Peter when they saw each other for the first time. 

a) “When Jesus beheld him, He said, Thou art Simon the son of Jona: thou shalt be called Cephas, which is by interpretation, a stone.” 

3. From this verse, we can learn how Jesus sees people.

I. With a Double Optic

When Jesus looks at you, He always looks at you with a Double Optic in His eye. He sees “double” when He looks at you. When Jesus Christ looks at your life, He always looks at you with “double vision.” He always looks at you “bifocally.” He sees not one person, but two. When Jesus looked at Simon Peter in the moment of their first encounter, He saw two People:

A. Jesus saw Simon as he was.

1. First, He saw Simon as he was at that very moment. 

2. He saw Simon, the real man then existing. 

a) And what He saw was not a beautiful or pleasant picture. 

(1) He saw a cursing, swearing fisherman. 

(2) He saw the weak, unstable, undependable brother of Andrew. 

(3) He saw a man of hot, rash, impulsive nature. 

b) Peter had probably thought a thousand times, “God, please change me and make me into what You want me to be!”

c) But when Jesus first saw Peter, Peter was not what God wanted him to be at all!

B. Jesus saw Simon as he could be.

1. But Jesus also saw something else when He looked at Peter. 

a) He not only saw the real man, Peter, as he was, He saw Peter as he could be. 

b) He saw the man that God's grace could make out of Simon. 

2. And the two men -- what Simon was and what he could be -- were so different that each of them required a different name. 

a) Looking at this man as he was, Jesus said, “Thou art Simon”; looking at him as he could become, He said, “Thou shalt be called Cephas, a Rock.” 

b) And every time Jesus Christ looks at a person, He sees not one person, but two. 

(1) He looked at Simon and saw Peter; 

(2) He looked at Saul of Tarsus and saw Paul the Apostle; 

(3) He looked at Jacob the liar and cheat, and saw Israel, the prince with God. 

c) And when He looks at you or me, He sees two people -- the one I am, and the one He can make of me. 

(1) It was Ralph Waldo Emerson, the famous poet, who put this truth into these lines:

If in a vision you could see

Yourself as the person God meant;

You could never more be

The person you are content.

3. Revelation 2:17

a) A new name

b) Ask God to show you what He sees in you

(1) About yourself!

(2) About those He gives you to disciple!

II. With a Divine Optimism 

A. This optimism of Jesus is a realistic optimism.

1. “The friend of sinners.”

a) During the days of His public ministry, Jesus was called “the friend of sinners.” 

b) His enemies said, “This man receives sinners,” and they meant it as a criticism. 

c) However, Jesus regarded it was a compliment. 

d) He sought close relationships with all kinds of sinners. 

e) He cultivated their friendship, not simply because He thought they were worth saving, but because He believed they could be saved. 

f) You may look at yourself as hopeless, but Jesus Christ does not. 

g) His thoughts, hopes, and plans for you reach as high as the stars.

(1) Jeremiah 29:11-13

2. Now, this optimism of Jesus is a realistic optimism. 

a) It is not blind-eyed, as much optimism of today is. 

b) The text says, “Jesus beheld him.” 

(1) It literally reads, “He looked into him,” describing the gaze that sees the individuals through and through and reads his character like an open book. 

(2) Jesus Christ sees you with a kind of “spiritual X-ray vision” (and realizes the full truth about your “X-rated” heart!). 

c) John 2:25 says that “Jesus needed not anyone to testify to Him about man, for He knew what was in man.” 

(1) Nothing was (or is) hidden or secret from Him. 

(2) All of the sin and shame that you think is hidden lays naked and open to Jesus’ searching, penetrating gaze. 

(3) No one knows as much about human nature as Jesus. 

(4) He knew exactly the kind of man Peter was. 

3. See What People Can Be

a) For years astronomers talked about a black hole in space. 

(1) Their telescopes detected no light, no star, no planet in that great dark hole. 

(2) They thought it was empty. 

(3) Then the radio telescope was discovered. 

(4) When it was trained on the black hole in the sky, it began to receive signals; signals that indicated there was something there. 

(5) It was not really empty after all. 

b) We look at lives and say they are empty. 

(1) There is no virtue, no goodness, no possibility there. 

(2) But Jesus looks at those same people and sees what they can be.

4. When He said to him, “Thou art Simon, “it is as if He had said,

a) “I know all about you. 

(1) I know full well the character that is associated with that name. 

(2) I know all that people say about you, and much more. 

(3) I know your reputation on the lake. 

(4) I know about all your weaknesses. 

(5) I know what is in your heart. 

(6) Thou art Simon.” 

b) But then, His glorious optimism reveals itself. 

(1) Knowing Simon as He does, He adds, “thou shalt be called Cephas, a Rock.”

B. This optimism of Jesus is an idealistic optimism.

1. Could Jesus be anything less than idealistic, and still be Who He was? 

a) This unconquerable, idealistic optimism at least partially explains the secret of His redeeming power. 

b) It was this optimism that helped to redeem and save Simon. 

2. When Andrew brought him to Jesus, Simon was perhaps downcast and ready to despair. 

a) When Andrew said, “We have found the Messiah,” Simon did not think the message concerned him much. 

b) Peter probably thought that if Jesus wanted disciples, it was surely steady, reliable men like Andrew that He wanted, and not impulsive, volatile men like himself. 

3. But the first words Jesus spoke to him put new courage into his heart, new resolution into his soul, for they were words of glorious and splendid hope. 

a) “Thou art Simon... thou shalt be Peter!” 

b) At that moment, Peter’s redemption began. 

c) Doesn't our redemption always happen at this point, when we follow the gaze of Jesus, and look right through what we are to what He knows we can become?

4. This optimism of Jesus explains His ability to save many who seemed utterly beyond saving. 

a) He saved publicans and sinners because He first believed they could be saved. 

b) Jesus Christ never met a hopeless case. 

c) As an example, when Jesus faced Zacchaeus, the wicked tax collector, He said to him, “Thou are also a son of Abraham,” and the little man could hardly believe his ears. 

(1) Zacchaeus knew that he had sold his Jewish birthright, his spiritual heritage, by becoming a traitor to the hated Gentile Romans. 

(2) Men had called him every name in the books - cheat, swindler, liar and thief, but no one had ever said things as this to him before. 

(3) Lloyd C. Douglas describes what he thinks occurred when Jesus visited Zacchaeus. 

(a) Jesus says to him, “A great salvation has come to your house today.” 

(b) Then Jesus asks, “What did you see that made you desire this peace?” 

(c) Zacchaeus replies, “Good Master, I saw mirrored in your eyes the face of the Zacchaeus I was meant to be.”

(4) And so it is with each one of us when we look into the eyes of Jesus and see ourselves as God meant us to be!

5. And think of the boundless optimism He showed with regard to others. 

a) He found Mary Magdalene in her shame, and spoke to her a “thou shalt be” of forgiveness and purity. 

b) He found Levi, a hard, greedy tax collector, and spoke to him a “thou shalt be” of sainthood and service, and he became Matthew. 

c) He found Saul of Tarsus a blasphemer and a persecutor, and spoke to him a “thou shalt be” of grace and apostleship, and he became Paul.

d) What is it that Jesus sees that He can do in your life?!

C. This optimism of Jesus is both idealistic and realistic.

1. Not Perfection, But Potential

a) Jesus did not see the perfection, but He did see potential in them. 

(1) As we seek to make disciples, we should also look for the potential in people. 

(2) We must look beyond what a person is to see what he can become. 

(3) No person should be cemented into his present character and conduct.

b) Some of the world's most glittering jewels do not shine when they are first discovered. 

(1) They are only dull stones, and must be cut and ground before they glow with the colors of the rainbow.

2. This optimism of Jesus is both idealistic and realistic because it is based on the love, grace, and power of God. 

a) Jesus was optimistic about Simon because He knew what the grace of God could do in a human life when given a chance. 

b) In John 1:12, there was a verse that is often used for soul-winning, but seldom for any other purpose. 

c) The verse says, “As many as received Him, to them gave He power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on His Name.” 

d) For just a moment let’s drop the last part of the verse, and see a marvelous truth of God!

(1) “As many as receive Jesus Christ, to them He gives the power to become!” 

(2) If ever we are to become what He wants us to be, we must have “power to become.”

(3) That power comes only when we “receive” Jesus Christ into the place of absolute authority that He desires and deserves in our lives. 

III. With a Definite Objective

Finally, Jesus Christ always sees people with a Definite Objective in His mind. Is Christ's double vision worthless? Is the optimism of Jesus justified? Is there any purpose or objective in this? Yes, there is!

A. Jesus Christ wants to conform you to His Person. (Romans 8:29)

1. He wants to make you like Him! 

2. God wants to “conform you to image of His Dear Son” (Romans 8:29). 

3. Follow the history of Simon and you will find a fascinating progression. 

a) At first, he acted almost completely out of “the Simon nature,” and seldom out of the “Cephas nature,” and when he does Jesus calls him Simon.

b) Then, a while later, he shifted back and forth (like sand) between Simon and Cephas, and Jesus called him Simon Peter. 

c) And finally, after years of Jesus Christ discipling his life, he came to act almost completely like “Cephas” (the nature in him, making him rock-like) and almost never like Simon.

(1) And you never hear him called Simon again! 

4. People, Jesus Christ can do the same for you!

a) The key-determining factor is your obedience.

b) Give Him your life daily and watch what happens!

B. Jesus Christ wants to use you to fulfill His Plan (Acts 1:8)

1. Look at how Jesus used Peter! Peter became the mighty preacher of the Day of Pentecost, and 3,000 (!) people were won to Christ. 

a) Peter became one of the two greatest leaders of the Apostles and the early church (Peter the Apostle to the Jews, and Paul the Apostle to the Gentiles). 

b) Peter became the writer of two of the great books of the New Testament (I and II Peter), books full of optimism, courage, faith and hope.

2. It is obvious, then, that the bifocal vision and boundless optimism of Jesus were fully justified in the life of Simon Peter. 

a) But what about us? 

(1) What about you? 

(2) What about me? 

b) Jesus Christ looks at you today bifocally, and with the most blessed kind of optimism. 

c) He sees you the way you are - weak, uncertain, unfaithful, ashamed, guilty, prayerless. 

d) But He also sees you as gloriously triumphant, powerful, victorious as a Christian. 

3. Margaret Slattery, in her book, Living Teachers, tells of a community in which a stranger came to settle and to practice law. 

a) He buried himself in his legal work, and when he was sometimes seen walking through the community in the evenings, he walked alone, with his head down, and with the look of mental distress upon his face. 

b) One day he was introduced to a new friend, a local artist. 

c) In confidence, he poured out his heart to him, revealing the deep, dark sin that stained his past and was destroying his peace. 

d) The artist said nothing, but parted from him and went into his studio. 

e) Weeks afterwards, the artist invited his friend to come in and view a portrait which he had finished, telling him that it was his masterpiece. 

f) The man was surprised and pleased that his judgment had been sought by the artist, but when he went into the studio to view the portrait.

g) He was surprised to see that it was a portrait of himself, only now he stood erect and with his shoulders thrown back, and his head up, ambition, desire, and hope written on his face. 

h) The lawyer stared at the portrait in silence for a few moments, then with tears streaming down his face, he said, “If you see that in me, then I can see it in myself. If you think I can be that kind of man, then I can be; and what is more, I will be.”

C. Finish the Sermon

1. I would like for you to finish the sermon for me. Jesus Christ says, “Thou art      .” 

a) You fill in the blank; you know what you are. 

b) Be absolutely honest. Weak? Sinful? Guilty? Helpless? Fill in the blank! 

2. Then hear Jesus as He says, “Thou shalt be   .” 

a) Only God Himself can fill in this blank, so you ask Him right now to do so.

b) Revelation 2:17

c) The actual and the possible! 

d) The real and the ideal! 

e) What is and what is meant to be! 

3. And between these two stands the Lord Jesus Christ, whose Presence is like a mighty bridge flung across the great gulf that separates them. 

4. When you daily surrender and leave the rest to Him, He will carry you all the way home!
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