





























What God Desires Of Each


 Of His Children


�Numbers 11


�
    “WHAT GOD DESIRES OF EACH OF HIS CHILDREN”





                                           (Numbers 11:2, 11:25, 28-29, 11:11, 12)





“And the people cried unto Moses; and when Moses prayed unto the Lord, the fire was quenched.”





“When the Spirit rested upon them, they prophesied, and did not cease.”    “And Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of Moses, one of his young men, answered and said, My lord Moses, forbid them.  And Moses said unto him, Enviest thou for my sake?  I would to God that all the Lord’s people were prophets, and that the Lord would put his spirit upon them!”





“And Moses said unto the Lord, Wherefore hast thou afflicted thy servant?  And wherefore have I not found favor in thy sight, that thou layest the burden of all this people upon me?  Have I conceived all this people? Have I begotten them, that thou shouldest say unto me, Carry them in thy bosom, as a nursing father beareth the sucking child, unto the land which thou swarest unto their fathers?”  “When the Spirit rested upon them, they prophesied, and did not cease.”








Numbers chapter eleven is the story of a great and grievous sin on man’s part and a great and gracious supply on God’s part.  The sin is summarized in verse one of the chapter, “And when the people complained, it displeased the Lord.”  And it was a great and grievous sin!  Little do we know today how grave the sin of complaint is.  We need to study this chapter until we see the deadly nature of the sin of complaining.  God’s response to their sin is extremely peculiar.  The supply God gave was a strange mixture of care and judgment.  Interspersed in this chapter which mingles sin, grace, and wrath, there are three statements which suggest the three things God wants of each of His believing children.  What are God’s goals for all of His twice-born children?





       I.  The PRIESTHOOD of Every Believer





First, God wants the priesthood of each of His children.  Some time before the events of Numbers 11 had occurred, when the children of Israel were freshly rescued from a doomed life in Egypt, they heard this astonishing statement from God: “You shall be to me a kingdom of priests” (Exodus 19:6).  Note the two tiny words, “to me.”  The priesthood of God’s people was instituted by God Himself, and the priests so appointed were to function before God.  So the office of priest came from God by appointment, and called for a function before God.  





�
The astonishment of the children of Israel was probably compounded by the fact that they had seen priests in their history before.  They had seen priests in Egypt, where a few priests held all the power, controlled the religious rituals, and ran the affairs of the nation from the great temples along the Nile River.  Extravagantly dressed, surrounded by bowing servants, and accustomed to high-profile attention, the Egyptian priests were a privileged and impressive class of people.  In the presence of such priests, a “mere layman” could only expect to feel hopelessly inadequate.  And yet, here was God combining offices in a strange array of words: “You shall be to me a kingdom of priests.”  Here they were in a blistering desert, carrying a portable, pop-up tent as a temple, forced to survive in very austere conditions, and they were not to have priests, they were to be priests!  And they were to be royal priests!  And yet, priests without robes!  Priests without temples!  Priests without formal, educational training!  Their “seminary” was completed on a wilderness campus.  Priests without status!





When Jesus, the Son of God, came to earth and initiated the movement that would invade the whole wide world, the first Christians were assigned the same identity and function.  When Jesus Christ frees a sinner from his sins, He makes him, among other things, a priest.  What does this mean?





Go back again to the original words in the wilderness: “You shall be to me a kingdom of priests.”  A great theologian once said, “God and man have eternal business with each other, and neither of them is satisfied until they are both about that business.”  Let me state it again in my own words: God and humans have something to do with each other—indeed, everything to do with each other.  The Cross of Jesus Christ proves that God would rather die than live without you, yes, you.  And Blaise Pascal, the brilliant French mathematician, philosopher, and theologian described man’s side of the “affair” when he said, “There is a God-shaped vacuum, a God-hewn blank, in every human heart.”  A priest stands as the mediator between a God who is innately hungry for man and a man who is intuitively hungry for God.      





The word “priest” comes from the Latin word “pontifex,” which means a “bridge-builder.”  So God wants each believer’s life to be a kind of suspension bridge, over which traffic and commerce pass regularly between God and people.  The deep-cut gorge of sin has separated man from God, but the priest suspends himself in the gap and represents both sides.  A priest functions before God in behalf of man, and he functions before man in behalf of God.  Every believing Christian is an intercessor for lost men to God and is a channel through whom the blessings and grace of God are poured out upon men.  So the priest must be in close contact with both God and man.  The Christian who concentrates only upon the God-connection will lose the necessary compassion for the human heart.  Many Christians unwittingly operate by a “Jesus and I, And let the rest of the world go by” motto, but this kind of Christian simply cannot function as a priest.  When we lose full identity with both God and man, we miss our assignment as priests.    





The emphasis of our priesthood is upon prayer.  Long ago, Archimedes stated his famous formula, “If you have a fulcrum that is strong enough, and a lever that is long enough, and a place to stand apart from that which you are trying to move, you can move the world.”  That formula is also accurate spiritually.  In the Christian equation, the fulcrum is the purpose of God; God wants the world moved toward Him.  The lever is prayer, intercessory prayer.  The place to stand apart from the world is “in Christ,” or “in the heavenlies.”  This position gives us our leverage.  If we abide in Christ and pray according to the purpose of God, we can bless men beyond measure and move the world toward God.    





�
And just as the Hebrews were responsible to become an entire nation doing that for each other, Christians today have the same responsibility toward each other.  And there are no exemptions, no exceptions, no exclusions!  You, dear Christian, are in the priesthood!  You see, each of us needs priests to remind us of God, and God needs priests to represent Him before men.  This means that a lot of priests are needed.  In the case of Israel, though there was an official priesthood to minister to the entire nation, each citizen of the nation was to be a kind of priest to all the other citizens.  And in the case of the church of Jesus Christ, each Christian is to be a priest.  If you as a Christian do not function as a priest, man’s reminder of God lapses, and both man’s representation before God and God’s representation before man fails.  In the case of Israel, the average Israelite didn’t look like a priest, but he was one, just the same.  And in the case of the church, the average Christian has no appearance that distinguishes him as a priest, but he is one, just the same.  God expects to mediate His rule, His love, His mercy, His grace, through the priest toward others, and God expects the priest to mediate the interests of other people to Him.  The priest represents both sides, and it is God’s desire that each of His children be priests.





I have read two biographical accounts of the life of J. O. Fraser, one of my favorite missionaries from the past. Fraser was the first missionary to penetrate the pagan Lisu Chinese people who lived in the high mountains of southeast China.  In one of the two accounts, entitled Mountain Rain, this statement is quoted from Fraser’s own words, “The demand is the lost estate of these tens of thousands of sin-blinded, demon-infested souls; the supply is the grace of God to meet their need.  All I want to do, as a kind of middleman, is to bring the supply and the demand together.”  That is the calling of a priest.    





In I Peter 2:5, the Bible says that “you, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.”  Verse 9 adds, “You are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that you should show forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.”  In the “dedication statement” of the Book of Revelation, Revelation 1:5-6 says, “Unto Him who loved us, and washed us from our sins in His own blood, And hath made us kings and priests unto God and His Father; to Him be glory and dominion for ever and ever.  Amen.”  From beginning to end, the Bible reveals that God’s desire is that each of His believing children function as priests.  He desires the priesthood of every believer.





    II.  The PROPHETHOOD of Every Believer





Second, God wants the prophethood of each of His children.  When some leaders of Israel began to prophesy, and the people protested, Moses expressed the will of God for all believers when he sighed, “I would to God that all the Lord’s people were prophets, and that the Lord would put His Spirit upon them!”  The key word for our priesthood is prayer, and the key word for our prophethood is proclamation.





�
In order to understand God’s desire that all Christians be prophets, we must understand the office and responsibility of a prophet.  In the Bible, the word “prophet” has a general meaning and a specialized meaning.  Generally, the word describes one who speaks for God.  However, as the Old Testament progresses, a more specialized meaning may be detected.  We may be sure that both meanings are included in God’s intention for each of His children.





God expects each of His children to consistently and continually (and clearly) speak for Him. The very word “prophet” means “to speak before,” whether it be speaking before people, or the predicting of events before they occur.  A careful survey of the Biblical use of the word “prophet” will reveal that the essence of prophecy is not prediction but proclamation.  The word “prophet” describes a forth-teller and not a fortuneteller, a truth-sayer more than a soothsayer.  The prophets of the Bible were more men of insight than foresight.  They were men who told forth spiritual truth more than men who foretold future events.  This is not to be misunderstood.  Of course, the prophets of the Bible often foretold future events with absolute accuracy, being inspired of God, but the burden of their message was the telling of truth for their day, not the foretelling of the future. 





With regard to the specialized meaning of the word “prophet,” while the New Testament boasts Twelve Apostles, the Old Testament presents its twelve “minor” prophets (called “minor” only because of the length of their writings, not because of their importance) and four “major” prophets (their writings are much longer).  Also, some of the greatest prophets of the Old Testament are non-writing prophets, such as Elijah and Elisha.  Furthermore, the gift of “prophecy” (I Corinthians 12 and 14) is the specialized gift of preaching, or inspired utterance of the truth of God for the growth of the Body of Christ.





The commission of the prophets was always the same.  Whether the meaning is general or specific, the prophet is always a mouthpiece for God, a spokesman for God.  The Biblical concept of the prophet derives from the meaning of the Hebrew word Nabi (pronounced Nah-BEE), which means “to speak by delegated authority.”  The Nabi was not one who spoke his own words, but the words of one who authorized and commissioned him to speak.  His commission may be stated in the words which God spoke to Isaiah, “Go, and tell this people” (Isaiah 6:9), or “Go, prophesy to my people Israel” (Amos 7:15).  





�
The character of the prophet is both ordinary and extraordinary.  All the prophets were frail human beings.  They were all “men of like nature as we are.”  They were quite common and ordinary.  However, in spite of their frailty, and in spite of occasional frustration and failure, they were faithful men.  They were growing and glowing in their personal knowledge of God, in trusting God, and in serving God and His people.  They were all fervent and forceful men.  In fact, they were often so fervent that they almost seemed desperate.  They were men of fiery earnestness, who often forfeited decor and diplomacy in favor of truth.  Someone wrote of them, “Out of their glowing souls came thoughts that breathe and words that burn.”  They were bent on getting the assigned message across at any cost.  They could have established the rule, “We believe, therefore we speak.”  Also, they were fearless men.  Perhaps I should say finally fearless, because they often struggled fiercely within themselves on their way to their preaching appointments.  For example, the weeping prophet Jeremiah had a frenetic and tempestuous career as God’s prophet.  His neighbors tried to kill him; he was imprisoned for his message; he was exiled out of his land.  Someone said of him that “he was probably the most hated man of his day.”  The old Puritans often said, “If you can’t stand the heat, stay out of the kitchen.”  The prophets of the Old Testament installed the furnace in the “kitchens” of their day!  Most of all, they were filled men.  Moses recognized the endowment of prophets when he said, “I would that the Lord would put His Spirit upon them!”  The prophet is, by definition, possessed and controlled by the Holy Spirit of God.  As God’s intimates, they also became God’s instruments.  You see, a God-hungry person will soon be a God-filled person.  An old Pepsi Cola commercial declared the soft drink to be “Refreshing, but Not Filling.”  Sadly, many Christians today want a Christianity that contributes to them but does not control them.  However, no such Christianity is recognized in the New Testament.  On the Day of Pentecost, Peter explained that the coming of the Holy Spirit was a fulfillment of the words of God when He said, “I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and daughters shall prophesy.”  God wants each of His children, like the prophets of old, to speak clearly and powerfully for Him.





The conduct of the prophets was a blend of their commission and their character.  In conduct, they were seers.  We must not overlook this!  One of the Hebrew words for prophet (roeh)  is the same as the root verb that translates “to see.”  The prophets could see much deeper, much higher, and much farther than others of their time.  They could see deeper into the meaning of things, higher into the purposes of God, and farther into history, than others.  They were true visionaries, and it constantly came through in their preaching and their writing.  Then, the prophets were also sayers in their conduct.  This is clearly established in the meaning of the word “prophet.”  The word means a spokesman for another.  Well over 1000 times in the Old Testament, the prophets prefaced their messages with the words, “Thus saith the Lord,” or a similar introduction.  They knew themselves to be the mere mouthpieces of Almighty God.  Then, the prophets were show-ers.  Their ministries were often “Show and Tell” ministries.  They often used dramatic visual devices to reinforce their messages.





Is God’s intention not clear for us as Christians?  Though we are frail and ordinary people, it is His intent that we be faithful, fervent, fearless, filled spokesmen for Him.  It is His intent that we be seers who clearly read His character and purposes, sayers who clearly relate His truth to our society, and showers who visually reinforce with our incarnational lifestyles the message of the Gospel.  God desires the prophethood of each of His children.





      			    III.  The PARENTHOOD of Every Believer





Finally, God wants the parenthood of each of His children.  When Paul, apparently an unmarried man, called Timothy “my son” (II Timothy 2:1), he reflected God’s design for each of His children.  Paul had led Timothy to Christ, and thus Paul was Timothy’s spiritual father.  The same is true of the Apostle Peter when he called John Mark “my son” (I Peter 5:13).  So the two foremost leaders of the early church, Paul the Apostle to the Gentiles and Peter the Apostle to the Jews, revealed in their two leading disciples the intention of the Holy Spirit that each of God’s children be a spiritual parent.





�
Paul reflected this purpose of God in the clearest possible way when he wrote to the Corinthian Christians, “I write not these things to shame you, but as my beloved sons (Paul had led most of them to Christ) I warn you.  For though ye have ten thousand instructors in Christ, yet have ye not many fathers: for in Christ Jesus I have begotten you through the Gospel.  Wherefore I beseech you, be ye followers of me.  For this cause have I sent unto you Timotheus, who is my beloved son, and faithful in the Lord, who shall bring you into remembrance of my ways which are in Christ, as I teach every where in every church” (I Corinthians 4:14-17).  Again, these words and ideas need to be studied with great care; the purpose of God is clearly reflected in them. The word translated “instructors” is the word from which we get our word “pedagogue.”  The Greek word is paidagoogous, a combination of the word pais, “child,” and the verb agoo, which means “to lead.” The use of this word suggests that the Corinthians were still babes in Christ, as Paul had stated in I Corinthians 3:1-3.   The word paidagoogous describes the appointed guardian who was responsible to secure a child’s education (though he often did not do the teaching himself).  These “instructors” superintended the welfare of the child, including his education, and their work was usually done under the direction of the father of the child.  





Note the exaggerated number, “Though you have ten thousand instructors.”  No human being has ever had as many as 10,000 official teachers.  This is called “hyperbole,” which means to “throw beyond,” a term for deliberate exaggeration.  What does it mean?  The inference is that many teachers are needed in the Body of Christ and in the global cause of Christ, and that each believer needs many teachers. That certainly is true.  Just as public school students at different grades need teachers of different capabilities and suitable subjects, so is it with Christian believers.  “In Christ Jesus” (verse 15) there are all kinds of pupils, from spiritual pre-schoolers to post-graduate students, and they all need teachers who can meet them on their level.  Further, this terminology implies that there is always more to learn, whatever your level of maturity, and there is always someone else to teach, whatever your level or theirs. Again, teaching and learning are vital parts of the disciple-making process.  





The word translated “followers” in verse 16 is the word from which we get our word, “imitators,” and is often translated “mimics.”  So Paul says that, however many spiritual educators you may have in your past or future, you still have only one spiritual father.  In the case of the Corinthian Christians, their spiritual father was the Apostle Paul Himself.  The point of Paul’s contrast between himself as their spiritual father and others as their spiritual educators is not that he loved them, and the “tutors” did not.  It is simply that he was the means of their spiritual birth and they were not.  It is in this sense (and all that it means) that God desires the spiritual parenthood of each of His children.  What does this mean?  In what senses are Christians to be spiritual parents?  To ask the question in a practical way, what do good parents do?  And how then are Christians to be like those “good parents”?  A father does one thing to become a father, and he does another to justify the title.  





�
First, he becomes a father by fostering his own nature in a new being.  That is, he begets (generates) a child.  Now, Paul uses a daring metaphor here (in fact, commentator R. C. Trench even called it an allegory).  He says boldly, “I have begotten you through the Gospel.”  We must look with great care at these words.  Paul is not assuming God’s place, “Who of His own will begot us with the Word of truth” (James 1:18).  Yet he emphatically (the “I” is emphatic by being used separately, and also by being placed adjacent to the word “you” in the Greek text; “I you have begotten”) claims an exceptional relation to the Corinthian Christians.  “I have begotten you,” he says to them.  What does it mean?





Everything is clarified (as usual) by a doctrinal explanation, that is, by correct theology.  You see, Biblically and theologically and doctrinally, there are agencies in the Christian conversion of any sinner.  There is an effective agent, an administrative agent, and an instrumental agent.  The effective agent in a sinner’s conversion is the Holy Spirit of God.  The administrative agent in a sinner’s conversion is the human witness who presents Christ and His Gospel.  And the instrumental agent is the Word of God (the Word of Christ and the Gospel).  There will be absolutely no true conversion apart from the Holy Spirit and the Word of God, and there is usually no conversion apart from a human witness who shares that Word of God.  In fact, I can find no case of conversion in the Book of Acts in which there was not a human witness who shared the Word of God.  





Paul further disclaims any intrusion into God’s place in human conversion when he uses the two phrases, “in Christ” and “through the Gospel.”  “In Christ” is the sphere of this activity, and “through the Gospel” is the instrumental agency of it.





So, though it was Christ Who acted in the conversions of the Corinthian Christians by means of His power and His Word, Paul was so much the human agent that he, in effect, “begot” them into life.  In making this claim, he reveals God’s desire that every Christian be this kind of parent by leading other people to Christ.  Just as Paul became their human spiritual father by leading them to Christ, God desires that every one of His children, though unmarried like Paul, have spiritual children by leading lost people to Christ and His salvation.  So it is God’s desire that each of His children be a spiritual parent by fostering their own nature “in Christ” in other people.  II Peter 1:4 says that Christians are “partakers of the Divine nature,” and Christians are never mature until they can foster the nature of God, of which they are partakers, in somebody else.





Then, parents do a second thing with regard to their children.  Not only do they foster their own nature in a new being through the birth of a child, but they are also responsible to further the nurture of the child after it is born.  The parent is to love, feed, protect, provide for, teach, train, and discipline the child toward its personal maturity.  The child’s birth is a crisis, but the nurture of the child is a long and demanding process.  Even so, those who are spiritual parents not only bring another human being to faith in Christ for salvation; they also are responsible for the formation of Christ in their lives, or their sanctification.  Of course, only God can effect either of these, but Christians are to be His agents by practicing spiritual parenthood.





�
Paul suggests in his statement to the Corinthians that there are three principal ways in which the training of Christians occurs.  The first way is the example of the parent’s daily walk.  He suggests this when he says to them, “Wherefore (that is, since I am your spiritual father), I beseech you, be ye followers of me.”  Appeals of this kind are made by Paul more often than a shallow-minded reader would expect (see Philippians 3:17; Galatians 4:12; I Corinthians 11:1, and others).  Let me tell you again that the word translated “followers” is the word “imitators” or “mimics.”  A mimic is one who copies another person’s actions.  Mimicry is common among children, and Paul is appealing for it in his spiritual children here.  We must be sure to note that Paul wants them to mimic or imitate him only in order that they may learn in that way to mimic or imitate Christ.  Imitation is the law of a child’s life physically and naturally, and this is also true spiritually.  So the responsibility of the parent is to give an example that is worth imitating, to live a life that is worth copying.    





 The second way in which a child’s training occurs is through the exhortation of decisive warnings.  A parent who does not lovingly warn his child, both before failure as a prevention and precaution, and after failure as a correction, is simply not a worthy parent.  In I Corinthians 4:14, Paul reveals this parental course when he writes to his Corinthian children, “I write not these things to shame you, but as my beloved sons I warn you.”  Note that he discounts shame as a worthy parental motive.  No worthy parent wishes merely to shame his children.  That would lead to irreparable damage.  No, he warns them to prevent their hurt and to promote their security.  William Barclay says, “The very word Paul uses in verse 14 for ‘to warn’ is the regular word to express the admonition and advice which a father gives his children.”  A wise parent’s training will include the exhortation of strong warnings.  Being a wise parent, and seeing an errant course among some of his spiritual children, Paul warns them.  





The third and most important way in which a child’s training occurs is through the expression of a determined warmth.  In short, everything he does is motivated by love.  And love is the desire for the highest possible good of the beloved.  Paul said, Because you are my beloved sons, I write in this manner to you.  Whether I am teaching you, encouraging you, warning you, or correcting you, I am dealing with you in love.  





The church of today needs large numbers of spiritual obstetricians (those who aid in the birth of children).  Then, it needs vast numbers of spiritual pediatricians (those who are trained to care for the new-born babies in continuing installments).  But the greatest need in the church is for spiritual parents.  This is the one who “begets” the child into life, and then raises it to maturity after it is born.  After all, who could better raise a child than its own parent?





No pastor can have enough spiritual children, or give adequate care to them if he has a large number, to win the world, or even to significantly impact it.  But what could an army of parents do?!





Pastors don’t physically produce all the children in a congregation; the parents do.  And God expects every one of His born-again children to be spiritual parents, spiritually reproducing and raising spiritual children.  And each child so born and so raised is expected to do the same through many future generations.  Every born male child has the seed of future generations in himself, and every born female child has the capacity to give birth to children who can reproduce through many generations.  My pastor recently said facetiously, “Parenthood is hereditary.  If your parents didn’t have children, chances are you won’t either.”  But they did, and you should continue the line!





�
Let me conclude this study by directing our attention to Jesus, the Savior and Example of every believer.  Jesus was never physically married, and thus He had no biological children.  Jesus founded no family in the usual sense of that word.  In this He differed from most of the “great” moral teachers of mankind.  Those teachers were nearly all married men.  Confucius, the sage of ancient China, was married at nineteen.  Buddha had a wife and child, though he left both on the day of the baby’s birth to begin his religious quest.  Mohammed was a father and permitted each of his followers to have a maximum of four wives.  But Jesus founded no family; He produced no progeny; He engendered no offspring.  And when He died, as a modern poet has graphically put it, “without a gray hair in His head,” he left no generational issue behind.  Yet the old Hebrew prophet Isaiah, in the greatest of Messianic passages of the Old Testament, said something that seems flatly to contradict that.  Isaiah said, “He shall see His seed....He shall see the travail of His soul,  and shall be satisfied”  (Isaiah 53:10, 11).  This statement follows the vivid account of His death given in the earlier part of the chapter.  His days would be “prolonged” after His death (Isaiah 53:10), necessitating His resurrection, and the fact that He would “see His seed” means that He will continue to multiply His offspring long after His resurrection and ascension into heaven.  That multiplication continues today, and every saved person is a part of it. Yes, Jesus looks across the ages and sees his children, children in the greatest family this world has ever seen, children of every race and color, children from every tribe and family and nation, children of every level of society, members of His Forever Family.  They are the products of His Travail, experienced in the Delivery Room of Calvary, and applied through the pain and conviction of every new birth.  





Christian, you are God’s very own child, and He desires that you enter into these life-vocations: He wants you in His priesthood; He wants your spiritual prophethood, and He wants your spiritual parenthood.  You have been born again to function as God’s priest, to speak as God’s prophet, and to reproduce as a spiritual parent.  When you finally stand before God, will your place there only be an extension of a lifelong priesthood in His Presence?  When you speak up to give an account to Him, will it only be the extension of a lifetime of speaking for Him as His prophet?  And when you see Him, will there be generational evidence of your spiritual parenthood?  Will you be able to “see your seed, your own spiritual children, and be satisfied?”            











An Addendum





God said in Exodus 19:5-6, “Although the whole earth is mine, you will be for me a kingdom of priests.”  Isaiah prophesied, “You will be called priests of the Lord” (Isaiah 61:6).  Why did Jesus make us “priests” to serve God (Revelation 1:6)?  Why are all Christians called “a holy priesthood” (I Peter 2:5), “a royal priesthood” (verse 9)?  Obviously, part of God’s purpose in designating us priests is that we are to worship and praise Him.  But it included far more than that.  We are to be a “royal priesthood.”  Christ today rules the world through prayer.  We are to share this rule by intercession for others even as Christ constantly intercedes for them (Hebrews 7:25).  (Wesley Duewel, Touch the World Through Prayer)




















