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“THE MATTER OF THE MASTER’S MISSING MONEY”





(Luke 15:8-10)





“Either what woman having ten pieces of silver, if she lose one piece, doth not light a candle, and sweep the house, and seek diligently till she find it?  And when she hath found it, she calleth her friends and neighbors together, saying, Rejoice with me; for I have found the piece which I had lost.  Likewise, I say unto you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner that repenteth.”








Note the comparisons between this part of the parable, the story of a lost coin, and the preceding one, the story of the lost sheep.  Whereas in the first part of the story, it was a male shepherd who suffered the loss of the sheep,in this part of the story, it is a woman who suffers the loss and secures the recovery.  Whereas in the previous story, the loss suffered was one per-cent of the total assets (one sheep out of a hundred), here the loss is ten per-cent (one coin out of ten).  Thus, we can easily see that the motive for the recovery of the lost sheep was pity for the object that was lost.  Here, the motive is the profit of the owner.  So Jesus is telling us that both the lost person himself and God have a great stake in the recovery of sinners, because both suffer intolerable losses if individuals without God are not recovered.  Observe, also, that the sheep was lost in a vast wilderness, while the coin is lost in n a small home.  In the first case, one lone shepherd is matched against a vast wilderness to find one lost sheep; in the second case, one woman is matched against her small home to find one lost coin.  So the second story appears to be considerably more hopeful than the first.





Another comparison is in the obvious conditions of the lost objects.  I have said that a sheep, the lost object in the first part, is extremely dumb.  But a coin is not even stupid — it’s dead!  So Jesus adds another stroke to produce a composite picture of what it means to be lost — not just dumb, drifting, and defenseless, but also dead.  Is a lost person alive or dead?  The answer is yes!  He is psychologically and physically alive (alive in soul and body), but stone dead in his spirit, which is the only part of him that will finally count.  Man is a trinity like God is, made of spirit, soul, and body (I Thess. 5:23).  This order — spirit, soul, and body — is the order of eternal importance.  But when Adam sinned, his spirit died instantly and totally.  Incidentally, the spirit is the “compartment” within man for containing the Presence of God.  When God made Adam, He made him with a healthy body, a happy soul, and a holy spirit (because it was indwelt by the Holy Spirit of God).  But when Adam sinned, God departed out of Adam’s spirit, and it instantly became a death chamber.  Since that time, every person born of Adam (every human being except Jesus) has been born with a dead spirit.  The Bible clearly says that men without God are “dead in trespasses and sins” (Ephesians 2:1).  So this dead coin is an excellent picture of every person without Christ. 








In this message, we will spotlight that dead drachma, that lost silver coin.  I want you to see seven revealing facts about that coin, and note the parallels between the lost silver and the lost sinner.





�
I.  CREATED BY DESIGN





First, that coin was created by design.  It did not “just happen” to be a coin — by accident, or chance, or caprice.  It was obviously created that way be specific intention.  So man did not “just happen.”  He is not the product of a cosmic accident, whatever biased naturalistic scientists may tell us.  When I was a boy, I was told the story of an ugly frog that kissed by a beautiful maiden and became a handsome prince — and we called that a fairy story.  Today, we hear of a frog becoming a man — and we call that “science!”  Personally, I still believe it to be a fantasy story!  It violates the first foundational premise of true science, which requires that the conclusions of science are drawn from, and based upon, the evidence at hand.  Man, like the silver coin in the story, was created by design.





Note that this silver piece was a coin, not just a lump or a mass of silver.  It was made in a certain way, with a certain appearance, and with a certain predetermined purpose and value.  Its lines and markings are evident; it was clear-cut by the mint that made it.  Obviously, man is not just a mass of substance.  He is made in a certain way and with a certain predetermined structure, purpose and value.





Just as the coin bore a certain image and superscription, so does man.  Jesus held a coin in His hand one day and asked His audience, “Tell me, whose image and superscription does it bear?”  His listeners replied, “Caesar’s.”  So that coin was a “quiet advertisement” for the Roman Caesar anytime it was put to its normal use.  One of the greatest questions of every age is to ask about man, “Whose image and superscription does he bear?”  It is the clear statement of Scripture that man was created by God in His own image (Genesis 1:26-27).  At out conception we were stamped or “minted” in the image of God.  This means that we possess something in measure that God possesses in fullness.  We are like God in that we, too, are rational, moral, responsible, and self-transcending creatures, and we possess personal qualities that clearly distinguish us from animals.  We can never dispense with the pattern of our creation without becoming terribly distorted and disrupted within ourselves, and this is precisely what has happened under the impact of atheistic humanism.





Suppose I hold in my hand a United States quarter, one-fourth of a dollar.  Whose image is on it?  That of George Washington.  But where is George Washington?  He certainly is not present when I hold the quarter in my hand.  You see, in this case, the presence of the “original” (George Washington) is not required for the revealing of his image.  The image is rather flat, lusterless, and limited, but it is still there.  If I put the coin in my pocket, the image of  “ol’ George” is still on it.  If I put it in an envelope and mail it halfway around the world, it still bears the image.  If I take it 3,000 feet below the surface of the earth and leave it in the heart of a mine, the image will still be there.  This is a rather crude illustration of the way every human being is made in the image of God.  The relational Presence of the Great Original is not required for man’s nature to be intact.  Whether he is saved or lost, he is still indelibly imprinted with the image of God.





�
Suppose I hold in my hand a small mirror and hold it before my face.  My face is reflected on the surface of the mirror.  How long will the reflection be cast?  As long as I hold the mirror before my face — and my face before the mirror.  In this case, the presence of the “original” is required for the continuation of the reflection.  This is a crude illustration of the manner in which a saved person “contains” and may reflect the image of God.  When a sinner is saved, Jesus Christ, “the image of the invisible God” (Colossians 1:15), “the express image of God’s person” (Hebrews 1:3), comes into that saved person.  The entire Christian life thereafter is a relational development between Jesus and the saved sinner.  The Presence of the Original remains without interruption in the believer, and thus he may “continue to reflect like a mirror the splendor of the Lord” (II Cor. 3:18, Williams translation).





Remember, also, that the coin in the story is silver.  It is not a base metal, such as tin, or zinc, or iron, or lead.  So the coin has a real, inherent value in itself, whether it is deployed in its intended use or displaced from that purpose.  Don’t forget this: every human being has a real, innate, inherent value in himself, even if he is totally missing the purpose of his existence.  C. S. Lewis surely had this truth in his mind when he wrote,





 “It is a serious thing to live  in a society of possible gods and goddesses, to remember that the dullest and most uninteresting person you talk to may one day be a creature which, if you saw it now, you would be strongly tempted to worship, or else a horror and a corruption such as you now meet, if at all, only in a nightmare.  All day long we are, in some degree, helping each other to one of the other of these destinations.  It is in the light of these overwhelming possibilities, it is with the awe and the circumspection proper to them, that we should conduct all our dealings with one another, all friendships, all loves, all play, all politics.  There are no ordinary people.  You have never talked to a mere mortal.  It is immortals whom we joke with, work with, marry, snub, and exploit — immortal horrors or everlasting splendors.”





So every human being must live with the “high dignity” of handling his own inherent value.  If he throws himself away and wastes that value, he is eternally accountable to the Manufacturer for the misuse.  If he keeps himself in the ownership of the Great Treasurer, he is infinitely gratified in the fulfillment of his destiny.





This presents a question.  What is a coin for, anyway?  You see, if we want to know what anything is, a good way to find out is to ask what it is for.  What is a butter knife?  You could say it is a thin strip of steel, sharpened along one edge, and your statement would be accurate, though inadequate.  If you said nothing more, you’ve said very little.  If, on the other hand, you said that a butter knife is something you spread butter with, you’d be getting nearer the heart of the matter.  So what is a coin for?  A coin has two primary purposes.  It is either to be treasured by its owner, or traded by its owner to obtain something of equal value to itself.  What a picture of the purpose of our existence as human beings!  God created us for these very purposes: to treasure us unto Himself,  and/or to trade us in as His “spending money” to “purchase” others of equal value to ourselves.  He wants to fully possess us, and to use us as His purchasing power, investing us in His interest on the world market to gain others like us for Himself.  Could anything be clearer?





So we, like the coin in the story, were Created by Design.





�
        II.  CORRUPTED BY DISLOCATION





Second, that coin was corrupted by dislocation.  It became “lost” (vss. 8, 10) in the house.  What does that mean?  Well, it was still a coin, so its structure had not changed.  It was still silver, so its nature had not changed.  It was still valuable, so its worth had not changed.  It was still marked, so its image had not changed.  So why was it lost?





It was lost because it fell (!) out of circulation, and thus it was forfeited from its intended function.  That coin was lost though it had no consciousness or sensation of being lost.  It had no discontent or anxiety over being lost, but it was lost nonetheless.  Here, Jesus is indicating to us that there are people who are more like things than persons.  They have a minimum of will, and they allow their entire lives to be determined by circumstance rather than choice.  They simply don’t develop enough strength of character or force of will to resist the gravitation of a distracting or wicked or worldly environment. 





So this part of the story adds this devastating “twist” to the picture of man’s lostness.  When a human being is lost, he is worthless to God.  Perhaps I should reverse that to say, when a human being is worthless to God, he is lost!  Romans 3:12, in one of the most terrible accounts of human lostness in all of Scripture (Romans 3:9-19), says, “They are all gone out of the way, they have together become unprofitable.”  How much worth is accruing to God because of your daily lifestyle?  How much dividend is God getting back from His creation of you?  One of the greatest of Jesus’ parables (Matthew 25:14-30) indicates that there will be nobody in heaven who was useless to God on earth.


 


Do you remember the English classic by Daniel DeFoe named Robinson Crusoe?  It is a novel based on the true story of a shipwrecked sailor named Alexander Selkirk.  In the novel, Robinson Crusoe is the sole survivor of a terrible shipwreck on the reefs of a deserted island.  Crusoe was finally able to swim back out to the hull of the ship wrecked on the reef and salvage everything he felt might be useful to his survival.  He salvaged some ropes, some bags of seeds, some farming tools, several kegs of gunpowder, several guns, and several large bags of gold and silver coins.  He found a practical use for every other article he salvaged except the most “valuable” articles of all — the gold and silver coins!  You see, on his island there was nothing to buy and nowhere to purchase.  So the coins were “lost” — they were out of circulation.





Friends, we are the King’s money, and He wants to possess us and use us.  But a lost person, a person outside of Christ and His salvation, is a blank in God’s treasury.  He is an empty spot in God’s cash register.





So we, like this coin, became Corrupted by Dislocation.





         III.  CONTINUED IN THE  DWELLING





�
Third, that coin continued in the dwelling, though it was lost.  Though it was lost to its owner’s possession and use, it still never got outside the house.  If it, like the sheep, had been lost in the vast wilderness, the woman likely would not have wasted time or thought of effort on its recovery.  If it had fallen into the Sea of Galilee, she might have mourned the loss, but she would have done nothing to recover it.  But it was lost at home.  Now remember, there are four lost things in this story, and two of them (the sheep and the prodigal son) are lost far, far away from safety, while the other two (the coin and the elder brother) are lost at home. 





What is Jesus suggesting by these obvious realities?  He is saying that a human being may be lost while in the near vicinity of the person and influence of his rightful owner.  He may remain in the father’s house for a long, long time, and still never know or be near his father’s heart.  It is possible for a person to be raised in a solidly Christian home, and be regularly “under the sound of chapel bell,” in church and under Gospel influences, all of his life — and still be lost.  You see, the truth is that the Devil would rather send you to hell from a church pew than  a street gutter any day, because your presence in church falsely salves your conscience, falsely advertises a Christianity you don’t really possess, and falsely protects you from the Savior by a regular inoculation of religion.  Jesus once said to a man, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.”  Just like the coin and the elder brother, you may be very close to your owner and Savior, and still be lost.  You may have your hand on Heaven’s doorknob and still go to Hell!  Beware of being lost in the house.





IV.  CONCEALED IN DARKNESS





Fourth, that coin was concealed in darkness inside the house.  We know this because the woman had to light a lamp to find it (verse 8).  A little background is necessary to understand this part of the story.  The average Palestinian home of that day had only one room, and it was usually quite small.  It often had a two-level floor, and the animals stayed on the “lower floor” in bad weather, while the family lived and slept on the upper level.  The one door was quite small, often requiring a person to stoop to enter, and there often was only one window of perhaps twelve inches across — and it usually had a lattice across it.  So there was very little natural light in the home even on the brightest day.





Consider the parallel between that situation and the condition of a lost sinner.  The lost person does have a little natural light which points him to God, the light of creation and the light of conscience, “so that they are without excuse” (Romans 1:20; see Romans 1 and 2) — but this is not enough light to lead him to salvation.  The light of Christ is necessary for that!  Jesus said, “I am the light of the world; he who follows after me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life” (John 8:12).  The saving light is “the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ” (II Corinthians 4:6).  Without that light, the lost person remains in the dark.  Psalm 107:10 says that he “sits in darkness and in the shadow of death.”  When God saves him, he transfers him “out of darkness into His marvelous light” (I Peter 2:9).  Meanwhile, as a lost sinner, he remains concealed in darkness.	





   V.  COVERED WITH DIRT





�
Fifth, that coin was covered with dirt inside the house.  We know this because verse eight says that she “swept (a strong word: ‘scoured’) the house.”  Again, a bit of background would help us here.  The floor of the typical Palestinian home of that day was a dirt floor.  To protect from the dust, the owner often covered the floor with a mat of dried reeds or rushes.  It is then very easy to reconstruct the scene in Jesus’ story.  The coin slipped unseen out of its place in the owner’s possession, and undoubtedly had settled down into a place among those reeds or rushes so that it could not be detected by the eye.  So she had to sweep the house in order to find and repossess it.  Even so, lost men, while still bearing the image of God, is covered by the dirt of his own depravity, and thus the image is not easily detectable.  It may be so covered, so marred, so defaced, that his is like an old broken down temple whose past glory is only guessed at by viewing its present ruins.





When I was a boy, I lived with my parents only half a city block away from the railroad track that ran through the heart of our town.  Many times have I place a coin on that railroad track when the train was approaching, left it there while the train passed over it, and then recovered it when the train was gone.  Sometimes the residue was only an enlarged, thin, flat, shiny piece of silver, completely unrecognizable when compared to the coin it had been.  If the train was a long one, or a loaded one, the coin would be so thin that it could now be easily bent further out of shape.  I thought of those memories when I read this story.  Sin flattens out the sinner, and then, easily bends him further out of shape.  It sometimes would take a “lucky guess” to surmise that some men are made in the likeness of God.  The image has been so badly distorted and impaired that it would take a sharp investigator to see the vestige of it that remains, but it is still there.  The individual is still convertible though covered with dirt.  





VI.  CAUSED A DISTURBANCE





That coin, though lost, concealed in darkness, and covered with dirt, caused a big disturbance inside the house.  When the woman discovered her loss, her sense of loss created a dreadful disturbance inside that house.  Did you know that your only hope of salvation is in God’s sense of deprivation over your lostness?  You simply cannot save yourself — any more than that coin could restore itself to its owner’s hand — and your hope for restoration is in the frustration and despair of the owner over losing you.





Give special attention to the woman who was disturbed in this story.  Remember that the owner of the lost object in this part of the story was a housewife.  She is the only woman who appears in the total chapter.  The shepherd (verses 3-7) was a male.  The two sons (verses 11-32) were, of course, males.  And the father was a male.  Why is the owner and searcher in this part of the parable a female?  Who does this woman represent?  





�
In the account of the lost sheep, the shepherd obviously represents Jesus, who called Himself “the Good Shepherd.”  In the account of the prodigal son and the elder brother, the father obviously represents God the Father.  Nothing could be easier and clearer than these identifications.  But what about this woman?  Well, if the shepherd represents Jesus the Son of God, and the father represents God the Father, whom would you guess this woman would represent?  That’s correct.  The Holy Spirit!  The Holy Spirit personally plays something of a female role in the Godhead, and is often pictured in the Bible in feminine terms.  In Genesis chapter one, the text says that “the Spirit of God brooded over the face of  the deep.”  The picture is that of a female bird hovering over a nest of eggs to bring baby birds to birth.  The picture in Genesis one is that of the Spirit hovering over a chaotic universe to bring a new creation to birth.  It is a female picture.  The Holy Spirit does a courting and wooing work in the hearts of men to establish a love relationship between them and God.  In fact, so pronounced in this work in the Bible that Norman Harrison wrote a book entitled The Mothering Ministry of the Holy.  But there is something else apparently intended in this part of Jesus’ parable.  The woman represents the Holy Spirit working in and through another entity which is pictured in the New Testament in female terms.  The Church of Jesus Christ is pictured as the Bride of Christ.  It will finally be presented to Him as a perfect bride, “without wrinkle and without spot.”	So the woman in this account represents the Holy Spirit of God acting in and through the Church, the Bride of Christ.  





Give careful attention to the work this woman did in the story.  The work she did was in four separate acts, and each is highly significant in understanding the Holy Spirit’s work in brings lost sinners to God.  





First, she shined a light.  Verse eight says, “She lit a lamp” (the word is “lamp” rather than “candle,” as the King James Version says).  What does this represent?  By the hermeneutical principle  of “the analogy of Scripture,” the Bible interprets itself.  It says in Psalm 119:105, “Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.”  This lamp represents the Bible, the Word of God, which is the first and greatest instrument the Holy Spirit uses in bringing lost people to salvation.  But do not take anything for granted!  It is not the presence (or preaching) of the Bible that brings people unto God.  The lamp was effective in the story only when it was lit.  The Bible must be illumined to the human heart by a miracle of the Holy Spirit — the lighting of the lamp!  If the Bible is preached without the powerful anointing of the Spirit upon it (without the lamp being lit), it becomes “the letter of the law,” and it only advances men in spiritual death.  So the most important activity inside the house is for members of the household to ask God to “light the lamp”!  Jesus said, “My house shall be called the House of Prayer.”  Never should the Church be in assembly without the members of God’s family praying earnestly, “Oh, God, light the lamp!”  When the lamp is lit, the Holy Spirit has begun His great searching crusade — inside the house.  





Second, she swept the house.  One commentator points out the strength of the word translated “sweep” in the text by saying that it literally means to “clean by scouring.”  This woman conducted a crusade inside the house that day.  She held a campaign!  She turned everything upside down in her search for the lost coin.  She sent clouds of dust into the air all over the house that day.  How would you like to have been a family member at home that day?  You would probably have alternated between coughs and protests all day long.  Remember, the typical home of that day was a small one-room building.  She could not sweep the house without disturbing and disrupting everything and everybody.  Friends, when the Holy Spirit lights the lamp and begins to scour the house, the status quo is immediately terribly disturbed.  But as one African-American pastor put it, “Our status ain’t nothin’ to quo about, anyway!”  Many of us will fight to preserve the death inside the house, but if we knew what would happen when the Holy Spirit lights the lamp, turns the house upside down, and finds the lost, we would happily give up the usual mediocrity that prevails among us.  





�
Third, she secured the coin.  She satisfied the quest of her own heart and restored the coin to its proper place.  “She found it,” Jesus said.  It was now back in her possession, to be treasured by her or traded by her, as she wished.  Translate this part of the story into the action of Heaven, and imagine the heart of God as He finds that which was lost.  





Fourth, she shared a celebration.  “And when she hath found it, she calleth her friends and her neighbors together, saying, Rejoice with me; for I have found the piece which I had lost.”  Then Jesus “edited” the earthly story with Heaven’s addition: “Likewise, I say unto you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner that repenteth.”  Every part of the story in which a lost thing was found ends with a party.    





That lost coin became the focal point of a giant disturbance in that house that day.  Everything was turned upside down in order for that woman to find the coin.  But the disturbance was worth it, even if the other members of the household didn’t realize it.  Friends, nobody is ever saved without a giant disturbance!  There will be a disturbance within and without.  The lost person will feel himself tossed about in the Spirit’s crusade to save him, and the entire household will feel the distress.  And some family members may be upset by the disturbance!  But thank God, He doesn’t wait to please every member of the household before He saves the lost.  





 VII.  A CENTER OF DELIGHT





Finally, the coin in that story became an absolute center of delight.  The woman called a neighborhood party which included all of her friends.  And Jesus said that this was only a tiny picture of what happens in Heaven when one sinner is drawn out of the darkness,  dirt, and death of sin and brought home to God.  





Give careful heed to the fact that Jesus knows what makes God happy!  And the fact that Jesus was perfectly familiar with what was occurring in Heaven while He was standing solidly in a human body right here on earth!  And He points out the goals of Heaven to us.





A Presbyterian mother was rehearsing her little daughter in the Shorter Catechism.  She quoted the first question to her: “What is the chief end of man?”  The little girl recited the answer:  “The chief end of man is to glorify God, and to enjoy Him forever.”  The mother idly asked, “Then what is the chief end of God?”  The little girl had not thought of this question, but she quickly guessed an answer.  “Mommy, if the chief end of man is to glorify God and to enjoy Him forever, then the chief end of God must be to glorify man and to enjoy him forever.”  If her answer was a guess, it was an inspired guess!  God is gratified when man is glorified!





The Bible calls God “the blessed God,” but the word “blessed” doesn’t do justice to the word.  The word is actually “happy.”  He is “the happy God.”  But the text tells that there is something we can do to enhance His happiness.  We are forever asking God to do things for us that will make us happy.  Look at the story one final time and ask yourself, What could I do today to make God happy?
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