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�
“THE LOST SHEEP”





   (Luke 15:1-7)





“Then drew near unto Him all the publicans and sinners for to hear Him.  And the Pharisees and scribes murmured, saying, This man receiveth sinners, and eateth with them.  And He spake this parable unto them, saying, What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he lose one of them, doth not leave the ninety and nine in the wilderness, and go after that which is lost, until he find it?  And when he hath found it, he layeth it on his shoulders, rejoicing.  And when he cometh home, he calleth together his friends and neighbors, saying unto them, Rejoice with me; for I have found my sheep which was lost.  I say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that repenteth, more than over ninety and nine just persons, which need no repentance.”








The fifteenth chapter of Luke’s Gospel is not a series of parables as we are normally told that it is.  It is all one parable.  “Jesus spoke this parable unto them,” verse three says.  And each successive part of the parable begins with a connecting word.  There is no indication whatever of a second or third parable in this chapter, only one.  Also, there are not three parts to the parable, but four.  And there are not three lost things in the chapter, but four.  In fact, the one which we don’t consider as lost is, in fact, so lost that when the parable closes, he is the only one who remains lost.  Indeed, the elder brother represents the scribes and Pharisees who provoked Jesus to tell the parable to begin with (verses 1-3).  





The first two parts of the parable argue from man to God.  “What man of you.”  “Either what woman.”  So Jesus asks His audience to declare what they would do if this situation were to arise in their lives—that is, if each of them was either the shepherd or the woman in the story.  What shepherd in this situation would not act in this manner?  What woman in this situation would not act in this manner?  There is tremendous genius in this manner of speech; it disarms His critics by forcing them to admit that they would act the same way if faced with the same necessity.





“What shepherd, having a hundred sheep, if he lose one of them, ....?”  The loss in this case is 1%, a very small and relatively insignificant loss.  So the motive for finding the lost object in this part of the story is not profit for the owner, but pity for the object.  We have only to compare the second part of the parable with the story of the sheep to see this clearly.  In the second part, the woman had ten coins and lost one of them.  So the loss is much more substantial and significant.  For a businessman to lose 10% of his assets would be a sizeable loss.  So the motive for seeking and repossessing the lost object in the second part is the profit of the owner.  It is “sheep-interest” that motivates the shepherd; it is self-interest that motivates the woman who lost the one coin.  What a world of reality lies behind these insights!  Incidentally, the motive for recovery in the third and fourth parts of the story is the passion of the father for his two sons.  To lose a sheep is one thing, to lose a coin is another, but to lose even a single son is unbearable to a true father.





�
The shepherd “leaves the ninety and nine in the wilderness (in a sheepfold) and goes after that which is lost.”  And when he finds the lost sheep, “he came home.”  What a peculiarity!  We would expect the shepherd to take the found sheep back to the sheepfold, but he doesn’t.  He takes it “home.”  Why?  Because he wanted celebrators to enjoy the rescue with him, but sheep cannot celebrate.  So he went home where he could “call his friends and neighbors together, saying to them, Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep which was lost.”  Do you see the heart of God?  Each part of this parable presents as a major theme God’s celebration over the recovery of a lost person.  





One reason so few lost people are saved in many churches is that the church is generally indifferent to the great rescue when it occurs.  A lost person comes trusting Christ as Lord and Savior, and declaring that he has been delivered from hell and is on his way to heaven with Christ in his heart — and we yawn from too little sleep on Saturday night, consult our watches to be sure the service doesn’t go five minutes overtime without our protest, and wonder if our roast is burning (of if we will get caught in the heavy line at the cafeteria)!  So God quits going to church where we go.  He goes somewhere where He can enlist celebrators!  Also, the word “home” indicates another great spiritual truth.  It reveals that a redeemed sinner regains more through his salvation than Adam lost for us through his sin.  “Home” over “sheepfold!”  So it is far, far better to be a redeemed sinner than an innocent Adam.  Jesus recovered far more for us than Adam lost for us.





Notice how familiar Jesus is, while on earth, with what is going on in heaven.  “I say unto you that likewise joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that repenteth more than over ninety and nine just persons which need no repentance.”  Also, why does Jesus include the word “repent” twice in the explanatory verse that is not even really a part of the story?  Because there is no repentance in the story otherwise.  Sheep cannot repent, but sinners cannot get to heaven without it, so Jesus adds it to complete the account.  The same is true in the second part of the story, also.  Coins cannot repent, so Jesus adds this dimension of the Gospel message to the story (verse 10).  It might be added that it was not necessary for Jesus to add repentance to the third and fourth parts of the story because boys can repent, and one does (the prodigal) and one doesn’t (the elder brother) in the last parts of the story.  So repentance is built into those last two parts, and thus it was not necessary for Jesus to add it to those parts of the story.





Look with me at the story of the lost sheep.  Let me divide the picture into three parts.





I.  THE PITIFUL PICTURE OF A LOST SHEEP





I want you to think, first, of the pitiful picture of a lost sheep.  License your imagination. 


�
The shepherd brought his large flock of sheep back to the wilderness sheepfold one evening after a day’s journeying to forage for grass and water.  He stood with his staff in his hand as his sheep broke into single file to enter the narrow opening into the sheepfold.  As they entered, he touched the head of each sheep with his staff and counted that sheep.  “Ninety-one, ninety-two, ninety-three, ninety-four, ninety-five, ninety-six, ninety-seven, ninety-eight, ninety-nine....”  Suddenly, everything in him went rigid.  You see, there is hardly anything more pitiable on earth than a single sheep wandering without a shepherd in a wilderness.  It’s only a matter of time before it will be destroyed.  The shepherd quickly thinks back over the day and wonders where the sheep might have become lost.  Everything in the shepherd goes into active alert, because one of his sheep was “lost” (verses 4, 6).  What does this part of the story tell us of the meaning of the word “lost?”  Can we tell from a sheep what is true of human beings?  Yes, we can.





First, to be lost means to be spiritually dumb.  Aubrey Johnston, the representative of Friends For Wildlife of the southwestern United States, said, “If you could take all the brains of all the sheep in all the world and put them into the skull of one sheep, you just might have a reasonably intelligent animal.”  A sheep is the dumbest animal on the face of the earth.  And who is Jesus talking about?  Us!  You and me!  Human beings, both saved and lost, are like sheep.  All of our intuitive and natural understanding, coupled with all our natural learning, is so much spiritual stupidity!  





Do you remember the story of Samson when he fell into the hands of the Philistines?  They took a white-hot poker and burned his eyes out of his head, and he was stone blind for the rest of his life.  Well, when Adam fell into the hands of Satan, Satan put out his eyes spiritually.  “If our Gospel be hid (veiled or covered), it is hid to them that are lost: In whom the god of this world (Satan) has blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious Gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them” (II Corinthians 4:3, 4).  So every man today, being a child of Adam, is born blind to the things of God.  He is spiritually dumb and will remain so unless he receives the miracle of Divine sight.  He cannot understand anything that really matters without a miracle.  Sin has such a stupefying and stultifying power in human life that it makes its victim absolutely ignorant, senseless, and dumb to Divine truth and reality.  And there are no exceptions, exemption, or exclusions to this rule — without a Divine miracle.





How many trained sheep have you ever seen?  Have you ever seen a trained sheep in a circus?  You may see trained dogs, trained cats, trained horses, trained elephants, trained lions and tigers, but you have never seen a trained sheep.  A leading London pastor went down to dockside where a load of sheep were being brought off a ship from New Zealand.  The sheep were coming down a single-file chute and loading onto a truck.  The pastor secured permission to make an experiment.  He put a rod across the unloading chute, and the sheep quickly backed up in the chute.  Then the first sheep jumped over the rod, then the second, the third, the fourth, and the fifth.  Then the pastor removed the rod — and the sheep kept jumping.  In Thomas Hardy’s classic story, Far From the Madding Crowd, when the rowdy dog started the sheep over the cliff, he then could stand and watch, because they would dumbly follow the leader to their deaths.  Ephesians 4:18 tells us that lost men are “alienated from the life of God through the ignorance that is in them.” 





Many flocks of sheep have a lead sheep which is call a “bellwether.”  All the sheep will follow this leader — regardless of outcome.  The human race has a “bellwether.”  His name is Adam.  By his sin, he set the direction and destination of the whole human race.  And each man agrees with Adam’s choice by his own sins.  Because we are blind, we don’t even know what is wrong.





�
Second, to be lost means to be spiritually drifting without direction.  Isaiah 53:6 says, “All we like sheep have gone astray.  We have turned every man to his own way.”  This is the primary and all-determinative truth about every lost person on earth.  I Peter 2:25 says, “You were as sheep going astray.”  Notice the important difference in these two verses.  In the first, the sheep has “gone astray;” it is away from the shepherd and lost.  In the second, the sheep is “going astray.”  This means that each step the sheep takes carries it farther from the shepherd’s care and safety.  Both of these are true of lost people.  They are “lost” when they are without Christ, but in one tragic sense, they become “more lost” each day they remain without Christ.  Their direction is wrong, the distance increases between them and the shepherd, and they have no equipment for finding their way back.  No lost sinner ever drifts to Jesus!  In fact, no person ever drifts to any place that is worth going to.  A sheep has no sense of direction.  A lost horse may find its way back to the corral, and many other lost animals may find their way back home.  We know of the “homing pigeon,” but we have never heard of a “homing sheep.”  The only genius of a sheep is to get himself lost.  And Jesus is talking here about you and me!





Someone said, “The word ‘evil’ is simply the word ‘live’ spelled backwards.”  So what is sin?  It is life going in the wrong direction — away from Jesus, the Good Shepherd.  Peter spoke of his generation as an “untoward generation,” a generation not going toward a proper goal.  Where is hell?  It is at the end of the life of the person who never stops to look where he is going.  An old crazy story told of an airline pilot who radioed to his passengers and said, “Ladies and gentlemen, I have bad news and good news.  The bad news is, we’re lost!  The good new is, we’re making good time!”  Most moderns are “making good time” — right straight toward hell!  And many also stupidly and arrogantly refuse the corrective advances of those whose eyes have been opened and whose direction has been forever changed from hell to heaven.  So men are just like lost sheep — spiritually drifting and too dumb to know it or correct it.  





Third, to be lost is to be spiritually defenseless.  A sheep has no means of personal defense.  A dog can bite, a cat can scratch, a horse can kick, a deer can run, a squirrel can climb, a turtle can retire into its shell, a skunk ....  I heard of a mother skunk who took her family of little skunks to church one Sunday.  When they arrived, she said, “Let us spray.”  And it was so terrible that each went and sat in his own pew!  That wasn’t worth a scent, was it?  But what can a sheep do to defend itself?  A sheep isn’t prepared for fight or for flight.  It can’t run fast or far.  It can’t ford water.  It can’t leap or climb easily.  Its jaws are so weak that it doesn’t normally bite off grass; it pulls it up by the roots.  This is what created the range wars in the early western United States.  So a sheep is completely without defense.  If a lion were to spy out a lost sheep, or a wolf were to cross its track, or a bear, it would be totally at the mercy of the beast of prey. 





Even so, a lost man is defenseless against the spiritual powers that oppose him.  “Be serious, be watchful, because your Adversary the Devil, like a roaring lion, walks about, seeking whom he may devour” (I Peter 5:8).  That verse is incorporated at the end of a passage about flocks of sheep and a chief shepherd.  What chance would a helpless, unprotected sheep have against a vicious roaring lion?  That’s how much chance every lost person has against the destructive attacks of sin, Satan, and even the wrath of God against sin which “abides upon” every lost person (John 3:36; Romans 1:18).  Unless the shepherd comes to his aid, it is only a matter of time until he is totally destroyed.


�



So the person without Christ is pathetically lost — spiritually dumb, spiritually drifting, and spiritually defenseless.





Now, let’s see the second picture presented in this tiny story.  





                           II.  THE POWERFUL PICTURE OF A LOVING SHEPHERD





The second picture in this part of the parable is the powerful picture of a loving shepherd.  There is absolutely no doubt as to the spiritual identity of the shepherd in this story.  In John 10:11, Jesus plainly said, “I am the Good Shepherd.”  In I Peter 2:25, Peter said to Christians, “You returned unto the Shepherd of your souls.”  David said, “The Lord is my shepherd” (Psalm 23:1).  Then, what does this story tell us about Jesus.





First, He is an individual of personal sympathy toward each lost person.  That shepherd was not unconcerned when he discovered that one sheep was lost.  He was not apathetic or indifferent.  He didn’t say, “Oh, well, it’s a minimal loss, only one of a hundred.  And these sheep should really be more careful!”  No!  Everything in the Shepherd became alarmed over the lostness of the one sheep.  In Matthew 9:36, we read that “when Jesus saw the multitudes, He was moved with compassion on them, because they fainted, and were scattered abroad, as sheep having no shepherd.”  The word “moved” is a very strong word; it could be translated “convulsed.”  The word “compassion” is a form of the Greek word for “bowels” or “intestines.”  In fact, the term is sometimes translated “bowels of compassion” in your New Testament.  So Jesus was convulsively stirred by the sight of lost people.  Does this sound like an indifferent, disinterested, or antagonistic person?  The shepherd, like Jesus, became deeply implicated in the lostness of the dumb, drifting, defenseless object.





How important is one lost person to Jesus?  On one occasion, He said, “Are not two sparrows sold for a penny?”  Pretty worthless little creatures, aren’t they?  Later He said, “Are not five sparrows sold for two pennies?”  The business dimension of His question reveals some interesting features.  Mathematically, if two sparrows are sold for a penny, then reasonably, four sparrows should be sold for two pennies.  But no, a merchant will add a little volume to entice a larger sale.  That fifth sparrow is tossed in as an incidental item to him.  But Jesus said that never does a single sparrow fall from the sky without the Heavenly Father’s eye being upon it.  God attends a sparrow’s funeral!  Then He lovingly said, “And are not you of much greater value than many, many sparrows?”  Dear lost sinner, you mean a great deal to God!  And remember, His motive at this point is not profit to Himself, but pity for you.





Second, this Shepherd is an individual of persistent seeking.  He “goes after that which is lost, until he finds it” (Luke 15:4).  This story matches one lone shepherd against an entire vast wilderness.  But, regardless of how small he seems or how large the search area, he is not coming back “until he finds the thing that is lost.”





�
Christianity is the only religion on earth in which God seeks man.  In all other religions (approximately twelve might be called “world” religions), man seeks God (which is like a bridge solidly connected at man’s end, but totally washed out at the other, God’s end, and thus no contact can be made).  Only in Christianity has God come to man “to seek and to save that which was lost” (Luke 19:10).  





Francis Thompson wrote a great poem entitled “The Hound of Heaven,” an incredible picture of Jesus, the expert tracker, pursuing the lost sinner, who is hurrying on without direction away from the destiny and the destination he was made for.  Listen to some of the “sheep speech” of his insightful poem:





                    “I fled Him, down the nights and down the days;


                      I fled Him, down the arches of the years;


                                  I fled Him, down the labyrinthine ways 


                                  Of my own mind; and in the midst of tears


                                  I hid from Him, and under running laughter.





                      On I fled and on I sped


                       From those strong Feet that followed, followed after.


                       But with unhurrying chase, And undisturbed pace,


                       Deliberate speed, majestic instancy,


                       They beat — and a Voice beat More instant than the Feet:


                                  ‘All things betray thee, who betrayest Me.’”	





Each succeeding section closes with a powerful punch line from the Shepherd: “Nothing shelters you, who will not shelter Me.”  “Nothing contents you, who will not content Me.”  And the poem closes with these final words:





          “The shade of His hand is outstretched caressingly,


                                  ‘Ah, fondest, blindest, weakest,


                                   I am He Whom thou seekest!


                                   Thou drovest love from thee, who drovest Me.’”





Thompson’s poem combines the ideas of Jesus’ parable: a beloved, but blind and weak creature, stupidly moving steadily away from its only Savior and its only salvation.  But the Savior, the Good Shepherd, keeps coming deeper and deeper into the wilderness — “until he finds it.”  How do you measure the word “until?”  You must go to Bethlehem, and see the Miracle Baby of Miracle Birth, come with the Miracle Blessing.  “Unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.”  And you must go to Judea and hear Him speak “as never man spake” and see Him act like no ordinary man has ever acted.  Then, you must go to Jerusalem and see Him raised on a Cross between Heaven and earth as if He were fit for neither, and then see Him raised again -- this time from the dead!.  And all this for you!





        “On a green Hill far away, Outside a city wall,


                                 The dear Lord was crucified, Who died to save us all.”





�
If you are to understand the word “until,” you must trace both His outward journey to repossess that which was lost, and His return journey in saving and fully securing it to its final destination.





                                “But none of the ransomed ever knew,


                                  How deep were the waters crossed,


                                  Or how dark was the night that the Lord passed through,


                                  Ere He found His sheep that was lost.”





Like a sleuthhound, Jesus follows the sheep — across mountain steep and through valley deep, tracing all its windings and wanderings and waywardness — “until.”  He is a person of persistent seeking.





Third, this Shepherd is an individual of practical self-sacrifice.  Again, consider the word “until.”  The motivation of that word carried him through the darkness of the night, through the threat of the wilderness, through the attack of beasts, through blood-letting and bruises of briars, thorns, rocks, crags, and any other impediments between him and the safety of the sheep.  In John 10:11, Jesus said, “I am the Good Shepherd; the Good Shepherd giveth His life for the sheep.”  The word “for” in that statement is the preposition, “huper,” which means “over.”  The shepherd throws himself protectively “over” the sheep or between the sheep and any attacker.  Anything that would attack the sheep must dispose of the shepherd first.  And the sheep is warranted to hide behind the shepherd when an enemy approaches.





                    “Between my sins and their reward,


                                             I set the death of Christ my Lord.”





When Abe Lincoln’s funeral procession was moving through Springfield, Illinois, it is said that a Negro woman, a former slave, held up a Negro child and cried, “Take a long, long look, child, ’cause that’s the man who died for you!”  Dear lost man, lost woman, stop what you are doing, note the Shepherd’s approach to you, and take a long, long look, because that’s The Man Who Died For You.





Now, the last picture of this story.





  III.  THE PERFECT PICTURE OF A LASTING SALVATION 





Finally, there is in this part of the parable the perfect picture of a lasting salvation.  The real genius of the story fairly glares at us at this point.  “When he hath found it, he layeth it on his shoulders, rejoicing.  And when he cometh home, he calleth together his friends and neighbors, saying unto them, Rejoice with me; for I have found my sheep which was lost.”  What a glorious picture of God’s great salvation of lost sinners!





First, God’s salvation is entirely by grace.  How much did the sheep do to save itself?  Nothing!  Did the sheep seek the shepherd?  No, the shepherd sought the sheep!  Did the sheep travel any of the distance between it and the shepherd?  No, all the distance was crossed by the shepherd!  Did the sheep leap up into the shepherd’s arms?  No, the shepherd lifted it up!  





�
Gordon MacDonald was right when he called grace “the deepest and Divinest word of the Gospel.”  Someone wisely said, “Grace is the face God wears when He meets our imperfection, sin, waywardness, weakness, and failure.”  We may not be able to understand grace with our natural or carnal minds, but the Bible will not allow us to negate or to neutralize its overwhelming message of grace.  The God of the Bible offers grace upon grace upon grace, “grace for grace,” wave upon wave (John 1:16).  The Bible tells us in no uncertain terms that the grace of God is the only thing there is that is bigger than sin.  “Where sin abounded, grace super-abounded” (Romans 5:20).  Our salvation is entirely by grace.  “By grace are you saved through faith, and that not of yourselves (the source of your salvation is not in your person); it is the gift of God, not of works (the source of your salvation is not in your performance), lest any man should boast” (Ephesians 2:8-9).  Now, stupid man resents losing his boast.  That’s incredible, isn’t it?  He resents not being able to handle his own case.  He fights against the Benefactor who offers to sponsor him, and hugs his own poverty, helplessness, and damnation!  





C. S. Lewis pictures this strange resentment masterfully in his little allegory, The Great Divorce, the story of the separation between those in heaven and those in hell.  Lost souls are like ghosts because they have no weight and no substance.  Saved people have various degrees of weight and substance, depending on how centered they became (during their lives on earth) on Jesus and others.  In one scene, a lost person and a saved person are discussing their previous lives on earth.  The lost person says, “I don’t say that I was a religious man and I don’t say I had no faults, far from it.  But I done my best all my life, see?  I done my best by everyone, that’s the sort of chap I was.  I never asked for anything that wasn’t mine by rights.  If I wanted a drink I paid for it and if I took my wages I done my job, see?  That’s the sort I was and I don’t care who knows it.”  When the saved person declares that a sinner must give up his rights and totally trust a mighty, Divine Benefactor to save Him, the lost man protests, “I only want my rights.  I’m not asking for anybody’s bleeding charity.”  Listen to the saved man’s response:  “Then do.  At once.  Ask for the Bleeding Charity.  Everything is here for the asking and nothing can be bought.”  To which the lost man replies, “I don’t see myself going in the same boat with you, see?  Why should I?  I don’t want charity.  I’m a decent man and if I have my rights I’d have been in heaven long ago and you can tell them I said so.”  How blind, vain, and stupid a hopeless, helpless, homeless, hapless sinner must be to refuse the free gift of eternal life in favor of his own selfishness!  Salvation is by grace.  It is accomplished only by God’s initiative, by God’s work, and by God’s power.  If you get to Heaven, you will get there only by the sheer courtesy and goodwill of Almighty God.





Second, this salvation is through faith.  We must remember that this story is only part of the full picture.  We dare not look for a full description of faith in the story of a sheep or a coin (the second part of the story), because neither a sheep nor a coin can exercise faith.  The other two parts of the story are required to furnish the full picture of faith.  But we do have a good partial picture of faith here.  What is faith as it is revealed here?  It is a resting in Christ’s hands, a relaxing in His care, a suspending of our full weight upon Him.  Faith is “weighting” upon God!  Faith means that I transfer my trust totally away from every other possibility and trust Jesus Christ totally to save me.  





�
One little girl was asked, “Who saved you?”  Her answer was rather startling.  She said, “Me and God.”  “What do you mean, you and God?”  “Why, God did the saving, and I did the letting.”  “Letting” is as effortless as any thing a human being can do.  The sheep stopped squirming and straying, and let the shepherd do his job!  Faith is not merely giving your assent; it is giving yourself.


  


Ralph Waldo Emerson once defined faith as “the rejection of a lesser fact and the acceptance of a greater fact.”  You are a lost sinner, and that is the greatest fact about you — until.  When Jesus arrives, He and His accomplishment are recognized as a far greater fact.  The acceptance of the overwhelming greater fact fairly obliterates the lesser fact.  When your trust is transferred from all else and placed in Him, you become a saved person — through faith.  “By grace are ye saved through faith.”





Finally, this salvation provides perfect security for the saved.  There are two things involved in the sheep’s salvation once the shepherd has arrived.  One is the shepherd’s hands, and the other is the shepherd’s shoulders.  Incidentally, the word is plural, “shoulders” (verse 5), and this tells us volumes about God’s salvation!  This Shepherd’s hands have never mishandled a single sinner.  You are “in good hands with this Almighty Shepherd!”  And this Shepherd’s shoulders have never sagged under the weight of a single trusting sinner.





Not only are there two parts of the Shepherd involved immediately in this salvation — His hands and His shoulders; there are also five movements of the shepherd in behalf of the sheep in the story, and each provides a great insight into the salvation which Jesus secures for sinners.





First, the shepherd goes to the sheep.  “The Son of Man has come to seek and save that which was lost” (Luke 19:10).





Second, the shepherd reaches down and lays hold of the sheep.  Jesus the Shepherd reaches down to us through the powerful work of the Holy Spirit, and arrests us by His grace and power.  He “apprehends” us (Philippians 3:12) with two long arms, the long arm of His Law and the other long arm of His love.  





Third, the shepherd lifts the sheep.  Jesus lifts us up to association and identification with Himself.  “He brought me up,” said the Psalmist (Psalm 40:3).  The word “brought” means that He came down into my situation, identified me with Himself, and took me back up with Him.





Fourth, the shepherd places the sheep on his shoulders.  Friends, it is absolutely critical that we understand and emphasize this part of the story.  Again, note that the word is “shoulders,” and that it is plural.  The usual picture that is painted of this story shows the shepherd in a pleasant pastoral scene, surrounded by other sheep, and carrying the sheep in his bosom.  That is not what God’s Word says!  “He layeth it on his shoulders,” Jesus said.  Not one shoulder, but both shoulders.  He put the sheep around his neck like a giant collar, and “wore” it all the way home.  Then, obviously, the fifth movement is that the shepherd carried it all the way home (verse 6).  “When (not if) he cometh home.”  





�
See if you can imagine the scene in your mind.  The shepherd has found the sheep.  Now, he follows the only procedure that will guarantee the sheep’s recovery.  He turns the sheep upside-down, bottom-side up, on its back.  Thus, the four legs the sheep normally walks on are disqualified thereafter — all the way home!  He encloses its two hind legs in one of his powerful hands, and its two front legs in his other powerful hand, picks it up, shifts its weight onto his strong body, swings it over his head, and places its full weight upon his shoulders, wearing it like a giant collar.  Its head is beside one ear, and its tail beside the other.  Do you see the picture?  Now, if the sheep gets off and gets away, whose fault is it?  Why, it’s the shepherd’s fault!  It is perfectly guaranteed that if the sheep could get away, it would stray in time and get lost again.  To prevent that, the shepherd follows the only saving procedure.  If the shepherd follows any other course, the sheep only has probation, not salvation.  But the shepherd’s procedure secures full, complete, permanent salvation for the sheep.  





Suddenly, that sheep has six legs!  And the four it has normally walked on don’t count any more!  It will “walk” all the way home on the legs of Another!  Now, my dear friend, if you believe you have a salvation which you can have today and lose at some time in the future, please don’t offer your salvation to me.  I have a salvation — the only kind God provides and Christ secures — which I can never lose.  If I traded mine (His), a perfect salvation, for a probated salvation, what kind of foolish bargain would I be driving?  I’m out of the wilderness, riding high on the Shepherd’s shoulders, and headed for home!  Wouldn’t you like to join me?  





His hands are big enough to hold all of us, and His shoulders powerful enough to carry all of us.  Why occupy a lost position, exposed to every enemy, or a lesser position of insecurity, when Jesus’ salvation “to the uttermost” (Hebrews 7:25) is available to you? 
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