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 “THE IMPORTANCE OF TAKING A SECOND LOOK”





OR


                                                                     


“ONCE MORE WITH HEALING”





(Mark 8:22-26)





“And he cometh to Bethsaida; and they bring a blind man unto him, and besought him to touch him.  And he took the blind man by the hand, and led him out of the town; and when he had spit on his eyes, and put his hands upon him, he asked him if he saw aught.  And he looked up, and said, I see men as trees, walking.  After that he put his hands again upon his eyes, and made him look up; and he was restored, and saw every man clearly.  And he sent him away to his house, saying, Neither go into the town, nor tell it to any in the town.”








One common feature marks the several miracles Jesus performed upon blind people.  There is a wonderful variety in these miracles.  Jesus seems to have never healed blind people the same way twice.  But this miracles reveals, not just variety, but eccentricity and abnormality.  However, we often learn more in that which is eccentric and abnormal than in that which is regular and normal.  This should surely prove to be the case here.  This unique miracle moves through a succession of clearly marked steps.  It is actually a “five-step miracle.”  And each step is an eye-opener!





I.  INVOLVEMENT





The first step in the miracle is the involvement of human agents in setting the stage for the miracle.  Verse 22 says, “And they brought a blind man unto him, and besought him to touch him.”


“They,” the unnamed human agents, are the unsung heroes of the story.  They are the ones who set the stage for this unique miracle, and they did it by two acts.  They brought him to Jesus.  This is the most important single thing one human being can do for another.  Those who know Christ and realize what He can do for people should themselves be people-bringers, always bringing somebody with them as they come to Christ.





I am writing these words in the early morning during a week of special services in a church in the state of Georgia.  Just last night, I witnessed this action of one Christian bringing another person to Jesus.  A sweet Christian lady brought a co-worker from her job to enjoy the truths about Jesus which she herself was receiving.  At the end of the service, both the gratification of the Christian lady and the enthusiasm of her friend were very evident.  It is doubtful that anyone present knew a greater joy than those two, and especially the Christian who brought the other person to Jesus. 





�
Then, they besought Jesus to touch him.  Note the marvelous faith, confidence and expectancy revealed in their appeal to Jesus.  Those who brought the blind man felt that a miracle would occur if Jesus would only touch him.  This is the reason people bring others to Jesus — they believe a miracle might occur if they could be brought within the range of Christ’s touch, and they are right!  The greatest problem in our land is that there are not enough confident Christians reaching out to bring other people to Jesus.  And the Christian must not forget to beseech Jesus Himself in behalf of those whom they bring.  We are not told what the content of their appeal was, but we may be sure that it included a request about this man’s critical need.  And our requests for others, too, must include an appeal to Jesus concerning their most critical need, the need to have their eyes opened to Him, to His truth, and to ultimate reality.





II.  IDENTIFICATION





The next step in the miracle is Jesus’ tangible identification with the blind man, an identification that showed sympathy and aroused expectancy.  Verse 23 opens with this sentence: “And Jesus took the blind man by the hand.”  





At some spot in the city of Bethsaida, two hands were suddenly joined that day — and one of them was God’s hand.  This is what I call “the Michelangelo moment.”  Anyone who has ever seen Michelangelo’s great painting of God communicating life to Adam will know the meaning of this expression.  The powerful arm, hand, and finger of God are stretched out toward Adam, and life is being conveyed through the touch.  Here, the hand of Jesus reaches out to clasp the hand of a blind man.





This touch of Christ is a wonderful illustration of the Incarnation of God in Christ, which was God’s way of “touching,” of contacting, of intervening in the affairs of the human race.  God put out a Hand to us — a fully human hand — to deliver us out of our desperate dilemma.


 


Picture the blind man standing there — helpless, locked in despair, without expectancy, insulated by his blindness.  Helen Keller expressed the poignancy of her own blindness when she said, “For four long years, I lived all alone in a tomb of total silence and total darkness.  Then Teacher came....”  This man also lived in a tomb of total darkness.  But then, Someone came....





Suddenly, he feels an intrusion into his lonely, dark world.  He feels the probing and prodding of a Hand.  Strong and gentle fingers close on his hand.  Something stirs in his mind and heart.  He suddenly feels less lonely than before; the beginning of hope is quickened in him.  An opening has been made through the prison wall of his despair.  Words could not reach him; counsel could not lift him.  But suddenly, a strong hand closed upon him.





What a picture of the Incarnation.  God did not stand at a safe distance and merely speak to us.  God did not lob Divine counsel across the spaces.  He came to us by personal presence and close-up contact.  It has been wisely said, “You may influence a person from a distance, but you can only impact him close-up.”  All of Christianity is based upon close-up contact; it begins and advances with a hands-on touch which communicates the Divine.








�
III.  ISOLATION





The next step in the miracle was the isolation of the blind man with Jesus.  Verse 23 says, “Jesus led him out of the town.”  Note the proximity of the two pronouns, “he” and “him,” and observe that they are connected by the verb, “led.”  “He (Jesus) led him (the blind man)!”  This is what has always most astounded me about the twenty-third Psalm.  It is absolutely loaded with great truths for the spiritual life, but the most amazing of them all to me is the joining of “He” (God) and “me” (me!).  “He leadeth me.”  “He maketh me.”  “He restoreth my soul.”  Jesus, the Son of God, took one man by the hand and “led him out of the town.”  Meditate on that sentence awhile, and recognize what a revelation it is.  We may be quite sure that Jesus led him out of the town for a specific reason.  The miracle itself may not have had a single observer, or spectator.  At the most, it had only a few who saw it.  You see, what we most need will be found finally only in total privacy with Jesus.





All too often, we are like Adam, who hid in the trees of the garden when God came to walk and talk with him.  We hide “under running laughter,” or in a shroud of noise, or in a crowd (even in church).  These hiding places insulate us from heavy thought, individual sifting, and full responsibility.  The danger of crowds is that, though they do popularize Christianity,  they often pollute and pervert it, also.  So Jesus isolates us personally.  Remember that He is a human brother at our side, leading us outside the camp.  “Jesus, that He might sanctify the people with His own blood, suffered outside the camp (we would call it ‘the establishment’).  Let us go forth therefore unto Him outside the camp” (Hebrews 13:12-13).  And His touch is a lingering personal touch — that vibrates with mercy, but closes us into heavy responsibility.  This blind man needed the personal touch of Christ, and Jesus provided it.





A woman had a dream, and in her dream, she was being chased by a bear.  Realizing that she was losing the race, she suddenly stopped and said to the bear, “Are you going to eat me?”  The bear retorted, “How should I know, lady?  This is your dream, not mine!”  You see, friend, every one of us needs a personalized vision, a personalized work of God in our lives, a personalized miracle. “It’s not my brother, not my sister, but it’s me, O Lord” —  standing in the need of everything You can provide to a person like me! 





                     “Though Christ a thousand times in Bethlehem be born,


                                   If He is not born in thee, Thy heart is still forlorn.”





IV.  IMPARTATION





The fourth step in the miracle was the impartation of sight to the blind man.  “When Jesus had spit on his eyes, and put his hands upon him, he asked him if he saw aught.  And he looked up, and said, I see men as trees, walking.”





�
Don’t be distracted by this strange practice of medicine.  The awesome fact is that, suddenly, this man could see!  It is likely that every step taken in the Presence of Jesus and feeling the gentle pressure of His loving hand had aroused the expectancy of faith, and now, the expectancy had become experience.  He could see; he had sight!  However, the text deliberately does not allow us to be overly occupied with the miracle.  It tells us immediately that, though the miracle of sight had been worked in him, it was abnormal (or sub-normal) sight.  But a man in the new flush of miracle sight could not know that it was sub-normal.  After all, he had never had a previous frame of reference from which to evaluate any kind of sight.  He just knew that he could see.  Any sight given to a previously blind man would seem to be the only kind of sight.  It would never occur to him to evaluate his new sight as either “superior” or “inferior,” as either normal or sub-normal sight.  Do you see that Jesus is raising an issue, that He is proving a point?  He is forcing us to distinguish between “kinds” or “degrees” of sight.  Remember that every parable of Jesus was a miracle of Divine wisdom, and every miracle of Jesus was a parable of Divine revelation and power.  It should be quite obvious to a thoughtful Christian reader that this is a miracle with a marvelous meaning.





Years ago, I was the pastor of a construction company foreman who was working on a busy project one day when he was struck in the center of one of his eyes by a tiny object propelled by an automobile tire spinning in loose gravel.  His face was immediately covered with blood rushing from the injured eye.  He was rushed to the hospital, where the doctors got the bleeding under control.  After several days of treatment and observation, it was determined that the eye could not be saved, so it was removed in a surgical procedure.  Several months later, he and his wife visited an optometrist as the first step in fitting him with a glass eye.  He was asked to read the visual charts on the screen in the optometrist’s office.  He was told to let the doctor know when he reached the line on the chart which he could see clearly.  He balked between one line and the next, and had the doctor switch back and forth several times.  His wife feared the doctor’s impatience, so she remarked, “I’m glad to see that other people have a hard time making up their minds about difficult choices, just like I do!”  The doctor snapped off the light and came around in front of them.  “That’s a good point,” he said.  “Listen carefully to your own words.  You said, ‘I’m glad to see that other people have a hard time making up their minds.’  You see, we don’t see with our eyes; we see with our minds.  We only look with our eyes.”  





A Christian doesn’t even see merely with his mind.  A Christian sees with his heart, or his spirit.  A Christian has two pairs of eyes, the two eyes that are in his head and the two eyes that are in his heart.  The Apostle Paul called them the “eyes of your heart” (kardia, in Greek; Eph. 1:18).  This miracle of Jesus is a parable of the two eyes in a Christian’s heart, and it shows us that his sight may not yet be adequate even after he has received the miracle of Divinely-received sight.  However, it also suggests that he will think his sight is adequate simply because it is the result of a stupendous miracle.  Unless he receives a Divine challenge, a heavenly questioning,  concerning the present level, or kind, or degree of the sight he has, he will necessarily think his sight is perfect.





�
H. G. Wells wrote a marvelous short story called “The Country of the Blind.”  It is the story of a party of mountain climbers on an expedition in the high Andes Mountains of Colombia in South America.  During one night, one of the climbers leaves his tent and goes out on a tiny trail.  He suddenly slips and begins to slide down the mountain.  He falls over a precipice of several thousand  feet, but he lands in soft snow which cushions the impact.  However, the fall dislodges the snow and creates an avalanche.  When he stops, he is thousands of feet below the camp.  The snow has braced him and prevented serious injury, but he cannot climb again back to the camp.  They find his tracks, see the evidence of his fall, and assume his death. 





Meantime, the man who fell slowly descends the mountains until he begins to see vegetation in the valleys below.  Then he notices houses, but he sees that they are painted in very strange and mixed colors, and they have no windows.  He sees people, and he shouts to them, but they look upward in the direction from which his shouts are coming.  Because of the mountain echoes, they swivel their heads back and forth as if searching in all directions.  It slowly dawns on him: these people are blind!  He has stumbled into the legendary country of the blind.  Through centuries of blindness, they are unaware of sight, and don’t even have orbs in their eye-sockets.  Then the climber remembers a rule he has heard: “In the country of the blind, a one-eyed man is king!”  He thinks, “I have the advantage of sight.  I can control these people, and rule over them.”  But he discovers that they are not inferior to him at all, that they have sharpened all their other senses to an astounding degree.  They can hear any move he makes; in fact, they can hear his heart beating and the blood flowing in his body at some distance.  They think he is eccentric and peculiar, and especially when he talks insanely about “sight.”





In the course of time, he falls in love with a beautiful young woman in the country of the blind, and decides to marry her and remain in the community.  But the elders of the community insist that he will never be “normal” unless he has those strange things he calls “eyes” removed from his head.  So he agrees to have his eyes surgically removed so he can meet their standard of normalcy.





However, as the day approaches for the surgery, he becomes more and more distressed over the prospect of being blind.  When the day of the surgery dawns, he goes outside and sees the early morning sun on the mountains and shining brightly on the flowers of the community — and he realizes that he cannot go through with it.  He searches for an opening in the mountains, finds a path, and returns to the civilization of sighted people.





Don’t miss this principle: When sick people live only with other sick people, sickness is the norm among them, because they have no other measurement.  When blind people live only with other blind people, blindness is the norm among them, because they have no other measurement.  When dead people live only with other dead people (Eph. 2:1), they think they are normal, because they have no measurement that will enable them to evaluate death.  





Friends, we live in a society of sick, blind, and dead people!  Do you see how very, very important it is that we be Christians and live like it?  Only then is another standard of measurement available by which the sick, blind, and dead people may realize their need.  However, Christians must be sure they are not presenting their own legalism or license instead of Christ.  Jesus is the Perfect Plumb Line by which every abnormality is to the measured.  





This blind man was given sight by a miracle of the love and power of Jesus Christ.  A miracle of impartation occurred.  But the miracle of first sight was not adequate.  A “second touch” was necessary.


�
V.  IMPROVEMENT





The final stage of the miracle secured complete sight for this man.  How peculiar to speak of   a miracle of Jesus occurring in “stages!”  And yet this one did.   This is the only miracle performed by Jesus that indicates that the work took place in a succession of steps or stages.  Why?  





In the old “Li’l Abner” comic strip, created by a genius of political and social satire named Al Capp, there was a strange character named Evil-eye Fleegle.  Evil-eye had the ability to cast spells, or curses, upon certain people who fell into disfavor with someone.  The spell was called a “whammy.”  Usually, a single whammy was all that was needed to adequately neutralize the person in question.  However, there were certain people who required more than a mere whammy for the spell to take effect.  In that case, old Evil-eye would “hit” them with one of his famous “double whammy” spells.  His eyes would bug out on stems, both index fingers were extended, and great force was obviously exerted.





Is this what Jesus did here?  The miracle clearly is presented in “single whammy” and then “double whammy” stages.  One commentator even suggests that Jesus was exhausted and had to exert Himself twice to cover the need!  This is laughable, even comic.  Then what was the reason for the two-stage miracle?  





Let me remind you again that every miracle of Jesus was a parable.  The miracles are selectively recorded (John 20:30-31) to teach great lessons.  Let me explore and develop some of the spiritual lessons that are revealed in this miracle:





 (1) Proper spiritual vision is an absolute necessity for spiritual vitality, victory, and vocation.  Spiritual vision is to the spiritual life what physical vision is to the physical life.  Both are indispensable for proper function in their respective spheres.





(2) Spiritual vision is an absolute miracle of God.  “Except a man be born again, he cannot see” (John 3:3).  The Person of Christ and the glory of His Gospel are unknown and unappreciated by lost people, “in whom the god of this world (Satan) has blinded their minds, lest the light of the glorious Gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them” (II Corinthians 3:4).  The miracle of the giving of spiritual sight is described in the next verses.  “For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, has shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ” (II Cor. 3:6).  If a person has been born from above, he will recognize the miracle described in these words, and will celebrate the miracle of his own spiritual sight.  If a person has not been born again, he will have the same recognition of spiritual reality that a blind man has of a rainbow!  Or that a corpse might have of the sounds in an opera house!  Spiritual vision is a mighty miracle of God, and it comes with spiritual birth.





�
(3) The first miracle of spiritual sight, the “eye-opening,” only goes so far.  This man received a miracle of sight, but the sight received was not full and adequate sight.  This lesson is seldom taught, but it is absolutely vital if anyone is to see with the eyes of God.  The fact is that all first sight is inferior sight.  All first vision is inadequate for mature life.  No mature adult would like to be confined to the vision and understanding he had when he first saw!  Sight, like all senses, must be developed, educated, and improved.  Indeed, it may need regular adjustments and corrections.  It may require “vision aid.”  I can appreciate this in a special way just now, because I just made a trip to my optometrist — and was fitted for new glasses with a strengthened prescription.





Nobody would like to be confined to the level of his first sight.  This is true spiritually as well as physically, but we are so taken up with the incredible miracle of first sight that we seldom realize  that we need additional miracles to have our first vision improved.  Study Ephesians 1:15-19 carefully at this point.  Paul was writing to remarkable spiritual Christians who were veterans of the spiritual walk, yet he indicated that they still could not understand (from God’s viewpoint) the next spiritual truth God gave them without an absolute miracle of God.  So Paul prays that God will “open the eyes of their hearts and flood them with light.”





   In order to see the improvement of first sight that is needed, we must give careful attention to all the dimensions of this miracle, always reminding ourselves that it is also a parable.  When the miracle of sight was imparted, Jesus did something that he did in no other sight-supplying miracle.  He asked this man, “Do you see anything?”  Jesus was not asking for information; he was proving the need for another stage in this miracle.  The “saga of sight” is a continuing saga!  The miracle of sight comes in progressive stages if it is to equip us to agree with God.  





The man’s answer is an insight!  It is an illumination!  It is an eye-opener; it reveals the limits of the first sight we received when we were saved.  “He looked up,” the text says, thus revealing the real miracle of sight.  But then he said, “I see men as trees, walking.”  Most of us stop at the words, “I see!”  We become so joyful over the first miracle that we know not that we need another.  What did this man mean?  When he saw men, he realized that they appeared the way he had always thought of trees.  He probably had touched trees and may even have wrapped his arms around the trunks.  What he now saw looked like he thought those trees would look, but since they were walking, he knew they were men and not trees.  





Dear friends, is the meaning not quite clear?  The greatest need of the Christian life is to “see things from God’s point of view” (Col. 1:9, Phillips paraphrase).  And the things that most need to be properly seen are God, yourself, and other people.  We often only see ourselves, and this is never proper for a Christian.  The Kingdom of God is the Kingdom of Right Relationships!  However, it is often true that the last thing to be properly adjusted in the Christian life is our relationships, and especially our relationship with other people.  Our vision of people usually does not see accurately enough or far enough.  What is the size of your vision of people?  Hat-sized, with emphasis just on yourself?  Umbrella-sized, with concern for just two or three?  Phone booth-sized, only a few?  Car-sized, only five or six?  Living room-sized, ten or fifteen at most?  Business-sized, perhaps thirty or forty?  Mall-sized, several hundred to several thousand?  Gymnasium or coliseum-sized, fifty to a hundred thousand?  Megalopolis-sized, one to ten million?  Country-sized, one hundred million to one billion?  Or sky-sized (like God’s vision), including every human being on earth.  Take a spiritual eye test.  Do you have on your heart what God has on His, the whole wide world?  The truth is that most of us hardly see past our own noses.   We, too, “see men as trees, walking.”





�
Trees are usually not noticed at all.  They are viewed merely as part of the terrain, part of the landscape, part of the forest.  We seldom give attention to a tree — unless it is in our yard, or it is a highly unusual tree.  We can sit in a forest and never notice a tree!  Or we can lean against one tree, and never see the forest!  When we see trees, we usually see them without purpose (exactly the way we typically walk among men), or we see them for a totally utilitarian purpose.  Woodcutters chop down trees with no feeling, no empathy, no compassion.  And they usually do it for profit-making purposes, for their own advantage.  Note the blazing battles occurring at present between ecology and economics in the forested areas of the world.  Each sees trees from his own perspective.  Trees in a “crowd” become a forest, and no individuality is seen.  We “see men as trees, walking.”





The date was April fifteenth.  I was in a motel in a city far from home.  I arose early and went over to the office to get a cup of coffee.  When I entered the motel lobby, two men were sipping coffee and talking.  One said, “Well, today is IRS day.”  The other retorted with emotion, “No, today is robbery day!”  Then he added, “The IRS is America’s version of the Gestapo.  The problem is that the government is trying to feed all those hungry people in the world.  If we wouldn’t try to feed hungry people all over the world, we could take care of things here at home.”  Then he loudly and angrily exclaimed, “Let those people starve to death!”  These angry words conjured to my mind the many hungry people I have seen in over seventy trips to foreign countries, and I wondered how he would feel if he had been placed in one of those subsistence countries by the “accident of birth.”  He saw men as trees, and he coldly said, “Chop ’em down!”





The truth is that every human being needs either the miracle of first sight or another miracle for improved sight.  Alexander Whyte said, “The Christian life is nothing less than an endless succession of daily miracles.”  Certainly these miracles include the matter of improved vision.  





Which is the greater miracle, the giving of sight or the improving of sight?  Of course, it is the giving of sight.  The same is true spiritually, also.  Your eyes are “opened,” or received, the day you are saved.  This is such an incredible miracle that it never occurs to you that you need anything additional.  But, according to Scripture, you need the miracle of “vision adjustments” after you are saved as much as you needed your eyes opened when you were saved.  





The story in our text ends with these words: “After that Jesus put his hands again upon his eyes, and made him look up; and he was restored, and saw every man clearly.” Do we not all need His second touch today?  May the first sight, that has been miraculously (but partially) received, be fully “restored,” and may each of us “see every man clearly.”





Let me close with a poetic call for full, balanced spiritual vision of people:





           	“Geography is about a map; biography is about a chap;


             You must not spend so much time looking at the map


             That you miss the dignity and destiny of the chap,


 	             And you must not spend so much time looking at the chap


             That you miss the dimensions, directions and distances of the map.”  





�
A global mission requires a global vision.  Do you see men — all men — each man — as a person for whom Christ died?  Do you see the masses of people on earth as individuals who need the Gospel and the specialized attention of Christians?  Do you have a strategy to implement this vision?  Perhaps we need to say to Jesus, “Lord, touch me once more — with healing, and let me see men the way You see them.” *








* Psychology often refers to “vision therapy” when it deals with a person whose perception is causing severe psychological deficiencies in his life.  Regardless of the psychological meaning of the term, this is precisely what must happen with regard to the individual believer’s vision.  Vision therapy is supposed to re-evaluate, revamp, rebuild, reconstruct, redirect and refocus the individual’s perception so that he sees things with greater adequacy and accuracy.  Would any committed Christian refuse to admit that he needs more adequate and accurate vision, vision that places him in more complete agreement with God’s Great Plan for Total World Impact?





To study the chapters around our text (Mark 8) is to see that the disciples of Jesus definitely needed “the second touch” on their vision.  In the same chapter, Simon Peter “began to rebuke Jesus” when “He began to teach them, that the Son of man must suffer many things, and be rejected of the elders, and of the chief priests, and scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again.”  Simon needed the “second sight” miracle!





In fact, it is an eye-opener (!) to consider how many additional “whammies” the Apostles had to have to catch up with Jesus’ perception.  Let me take you through Simon Peter’s training process as it was administered by Jesus, looking for the new perception that came in successive stages of the process:





John 1:42 — a vision of his (Simon’s) own person (with a promise).


Matthew 4:18-22 — a vision of His (Christ’s) purpose for Peter


Luke 5:1-11 — a vision of His (Christ’s) Providence


Matthew 16:13-17 — a new vision of His (Christ’s) Person


Matthew 16:18-24  — a new vision of His own (Christ’s) Program


                       Matthew 17:1-9 — a new vision of His (Christ’s) pre-eminence  


           Matthew 17:24-27 — a new vision of His (Christ’s) power and His provision           Luke 22:31-32 — a shocking new vision of His (Christ’s) permission                       John 13:1-13 — a new vision of His (Christ’s) position and His profile                    John 21:1-17 — a new vision of his (Peter’s) participation in the work of Christ


Acts 10:1-48 — a new vision that brought his (Peter’s) perception to match that of  Christ — in total world impact.  Note that Simon Peter had come through the training process with Jesus, had walked with him in one experience after another, had seen His miracles and heard His teachings, had come through the endowment of the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost, and had even been the instrument of the Spirit in preaching the sermon on that day — and his vision was still provincial and small, needing the “second touch” of the Spirit through the “Cornelius episode.”  If Simon Peter’s vision needed the visual “touch-ups” of such constant fresh touches from Jesus, WHAT ABOUT OURS?  WHAT ABOUT MINE?  




















