“THE DEBATABLE (QUESTIONABLE) THINGS OF LIFE”

(Romans 14; I Corinthians 8 – 10)


Sometimes the matter of right and wrong is unclear.  Sometimes there seems to be a neutral shade of gray between the black and the white, and the distinctions become blurred.  When we throw in the selfishness of the flesh, we often “can’t see” the difference between right and wrong.  Also, we must admit that we sometimes want it that way so we can choose in favor of ourselves.


The Scriptures deal with these issues by presenting principles, not rules.  If the Bible were a rule book, it would require many volumes.  But a few principles will cover all issues – if applied.  God’s principles reveal His will.  We will mention eight such principles which should be applied when we are uncertain about a moral matter.  That is, when the issue is “debatable” or “questionable,” how should we decide our course of action? 

I. The Principle of EXCESS

In Hebrews 12:1, using the picture of a race run in a coliseum, the writer gives us a principle which reveals God’s will.  “Wherefore, seeing we are surrounded by a great number of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily besets us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us.”  Runners in a race wear the lightest apparel possible, because heavy clothing will impede their running.  They do not need encumbrances when they run.  Many otherwise “innocent” things, and many otherwise “neutral” things, can entangle us and prevent our best performance in living the Christian life.  Runners should live as efficiently as possible, and so should Christians.  If you chose to do the questionable thing, would it “burden” you; would it reduce the efficiency of your Christian life and witness; would it hinder you as a believer?  The question is, Does it slow me down spiritually?  If so, then don’t do it.  
II. The Principle of EXPEDIENCY

I Corinthians 6:12 says, “All things are lawful (legal) for me, but not all things are profitable.”  The real question is not, “What can I get by with?” or “What can I get away with?” but rather, “Is this really profitable, useful, valuable, beneficial, to my Christian walk?”   If the issue in question does not fit into that pattern, then it should not have a place in my life.  This includes any attitude, any form of entertainment, any activity, any employment, etc.  The truth is that God has far better things for each of us to do than to compromise our usefulness to Him by indulging in questionable things which have no eternal value to us or to Him.  Everything in our lives should help to conform us to the image of Christ, and nothing should be allowed which would hinder the conforming process.  Would the questionable things be unprofitable to your Christian life and witness?  If so, then don’t do it.

III. The Principle of ENSLAVEMENT

I Corinthians 6:12b says, “But I will not be mastered by anything.”  Will this practice or indulgence weaken my resistence in making moral choices?  Will it weaken my character or influence?  Will it fasten chains upon my life?  Anything controlling me (you) other than the Holy Spirit must be put aside, even if radical spiritual surgery is necessary to get rid of it.  Can I be fully Spirit-controlled if I practice this, or if I allow this?   Would the indulgence of this questionable thing tend to form a habit or encourage other questionable or wrong habits in my life?  If so, don’t do it.

IV. The Principle of EXAMPLE

Romans 14:13 says, “Determine not to put an obstacle or a stumblingblock in a brother’s way.”  Read also I Corinthians 8:1-13.  We noted earlier in this study that the Christian life is often pictured in the New Testament as a race.  All believers are in the same Body, the same Family, the same RACE.  No runner should set a bad example for any of his fellow runners.  What kind of brother would do some weird footwork that would trip up his fellow runner, right in the thick of a championship race?  Surely a runner wouldn’t intentionally cause a teammate to stumble in his race.  When I face a questionable practice, I should ask, Does this allow me to be a good example?  If I do it, would I be setting a bad example?  If so, don’t do it.  

V. The Principle of EVANGELISM

I Corinthians 9:22 says, “I have become all things to all men, that I might by all means win some.”  A Christian should constantly consider his witness (conscious or unconscious) to someone who isn’t a Christian.  All Christians should be concerned as to how their actions and attitudes affect unbelievers, in order to see them won to Christ.  Every impression we make should be purposefully directed toward the salvation of the lost people who know us.  Would the questionable practice influence the lost person away from Christ instead of toward Him?  Then don’t do it.
VI. The Principle of EDIFICATION

I Corinthians 10:23 says, “All things are lawful, but not all things edify.”  The word “edify” means to “build up.”  The question here is, Would this practice in my life be helpful to my brother in Christ?  Will it teach him something beneficial about being more Christlike?  The edification principle means that I sincerely desire to actively build up my fellow Christian by my attitudes, actions and words.  Romans 14:19 says, “So then let us pursue the things which make for . . . the building up of one another.”  Would the questionable practice tear down a fellow believer who might be watching?  Then don’t do it.  

VII. The Principle of EXALTATION

This principle is concerned with maintaining Godly character before God Himself.  Remember that God’s ultimate purpose for saved individuals is to develop the image of Christ in them – in short, to make them like Christ.  Romans 8:29 says that God intends to “conform us to the image of His Son.”  Don’t miss this:  God wants to see Himself in us and emerging from our lives.  I Corinthians 10:31 says that we are to “glorify God.”  Glorifying God means to manifest the reflection of what God is like.  Would the questionable practice mar the reflection of who God is or prevent His character qualities from being developed in me?  Then don’t do it.  

VIII. The Principle of EMULATION

The question here is, “If Christ Himself were in my situation, would He do this?”

Charles Sheldon’s novel, IN HIS STEPS, reflected this principle when it asked, “What Would Jesus Do?”  Ephesians 5:1 tells us to be “imitators (mimics) of God.”  I John 2:6 says, “The one who says he abides in Christ ought himself to walk in the same manner as He walked.”  So we are to live as Christ lived.  The question would be, Do these words or thoughts or actions enable me to imitate Jesus Christ?  Would the questionable practice reflect someone else other than Christ – my own lower self, a Godless society, or Satan?  Then don’t do it.  


These principles make life very dynamic.  Rules make life very mechanical.  When Jesus said, “I am come that you might have life, and that you might have it more abundantly” (John 10:10), He obviously meant that the Christian life is to be very vital, alive and dynamic.  It is a thrilling adventure with many challenges along the way.  God clearly knows right from wrong, and He has placed several great principles in His Word to enable us to maintain victory in our own personal lives and in our influence upon others.  I Timothy 5:21 says, “ I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus and of His chosen angels, to maintain these principles without bias.”  By observing and obeying these principles, we can operate out of clarity, commitment, and conviction, and not out of confusion.
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