         “ARE YOU A BIBLE-QUOTER or MERELY A BIBLE TOTER?”

     “The best binding for the Bible is not morocco leather; it’s a human skin.”
Multitudes of people are familiar with the great Christian hymn, “Amazing Grace,” and many know that John Newton was the man who wrote the hymn.  Some are familiar with Newton’s personal story.  In his own autobiography, Newton described himself as one who was, for a time, a “slave of slaves.”  His deliverance from that life is a testimony of God’s amazing grace.  
Newton lived from 1725 to 1807.  He was raised in a Christian home in which he was taught verses of the Bible.  However, his mother died when he was only six years of age, and he was sent to live with a relative who hated the Bible and mocked Christianity.  At an early age, Newton went “down to the sea in ships” as an apprenticed seaman.  He was wild and wicked in those days, as the other renowned “English John”, John Bunyan, had been.  He built the reputation of being able to swear for two hours without repeating himself.  At one point he was pressed into the British navy, but he deserted and was captured and then beaten publicly as a punishment.  Eventually he was released into the merchant marine and went to Africa. 
Why did he choose Africa?  In his memoirs he wrote that he went to Africa for one reason only and that was “that I might sin my fill.”  In Africa Newton associated with a Portuguese slave trader, but he was cruelly treated by his new associate.  This man often went away on slave-hunting and slave-trading expeditions, and when he was gone his power fell into the hands of his African wife, the chief woman of his harem.  She hated all white men and vented her hatred on Newton.  He reported that for months he was forced to grovel in the dirt, eating his food from the ground like a dog.  He was beaten unmercifully if he touched it.  In time, thin and emaciated, Newton made his way to the sea where he was picked up by a British ship making its way up the coast to England.
  When the captain of the ship learned that the young man knew something about navigation as a result of being in the British navy, he made him a ship’s mate.  But even then Newton fell into trouble.  One day, when the captain was ashore, Newton broke out the ship’s supply of rum and got the crew drunk.  He was so drunk himself that when the captain returned and struck him on the head, Newton fell overboard and would have drowned if one of the sailors had not hauled him back on deck just in time.  Near the end of a voyage, as they were approaching Scotland, the ship ran into bad weather and was blown off course.  As the storm raged, water poured into the ship and it began to sink.  The young profligate was sent down into the hold to pump water.  The storm lasted for days.  Newton was terrified.  He was sure the ship would sink and he would drown.  But there in the hold of the ship, as he pumped desperately for his life, the God of love and grace, the God of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, whom he had tried to forget but who had never forgotten him, brought to his mind Bible verses he had learned in his home as a child.   Through these verses, the way of salvation was opened up to his mind and heart.  In the hold of the ship, he was born again and transformed.  Later, when the storm had passed and he was again in England, Newton began to study theology and eventually became a great preacher, first in a little town called Olney and later in London. 
 William Cowper, the troubled British poet who became a personal friend of Newton and lived with him for several years, later wrote:
                                        “God moves in a mysterious way,

                                                His wonders to perform;

                                          He plants his footsteps in the sea

                                                And rides upon the storm.




       Deep in unfathomable mines

                                                Of never-failing skill,

                                          He treasures up His designs

                                          And works out His sovereign will.”


John Newton was a great preacher of the Gospel of the grace of God, and the catalyst to his entire believing life seems to be the Bible verses he had learned in his home at a small child.  


The Bible is the foundation of everything that could be called “Christian,” since all that we know about Jesus Christ, the one true foundation (I Corinthians 3:11), is found in the Bible.  Those believers who have been most used of God have always had the highest regard for the Bible and saturated their lives with its truths.  It is said that George Mueller, the great man of faith who was used of God to minister to needy children in an incredible way, read the Bible entirely through over seventy-five times—on his knees.  Hudson Taylor, the founder of the China Inland Mission, said,  “Your spiritual growth will occur in exact proportion to the amount of time you spend in the Bible.”  Dwight L. Moody, the renowned evangelist, once said, “I prayed earnestly for faith to strike me like lightning, and nothing ever happened.  But one day I read in the Bible that ‘faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God’ (Romans 10:17).  I started reading my Bible daily, and faith has been growing ever since.”  These sentiments and testimonies could be echoed many, many times in the lives of spiritual Christians.  However, in this study, we are not merely acknowledging the greatness and integrity and general practical value of the Bible; we are exploring one of the most important things a believer in Jesus Christ can do with the Bible.  The theme of the study is Scripture memorization.  Did you know that it is God’s clearly-stated will for you to memorize Scripture?
Without the Scriptures, no human being can think God’s thoughts or know His ways.  Scripture memory supplies the Holy Spirit with a vocabulary with which to speak to us within our hearts and convey His mind to us.  However, any linguist knows that having a vocabulary is not communication, it merely opens up the possibility of communication.  We want to examine the technique of getting the Holy Spirit’s vocabulary into our minds, into our hearts, upon our tongues and into our daily lives.  
                           I.  The Specific Requirement of Scripture Memory


Being occupied with God over His Word may be the most important single daily exercise in the life of any believer in Christ, and it is doubtful that any part of that exercise is more important than memorizing Scripture.   The Bible is very clear about God’s desire that we store His Word in our minds and hearts.  Here are a few examples of it.


In Job 22:22, Job wrote, “Receive, I pray thee, the law from His mouth, and lay up His words in thine heart.”   In a long session of warnings against disobedience and promises of blessing upon obedience, God said, “And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart” (Deuteronomy 6:6).  Deuteronomy 11:18 adds, “You shall lay up these My words in your heart and in your soul.”  In the Old Testament Book of Wisdom, Proverbs 4:20-22 says, “My son, attend to My words; incline thine ear unto My sayings.  Let them not depart from thine eyes; incline thine heart unto My sayings.  Let them not depart from thine eyes; keep them in the midst of thine heart.”  Note the distinction between the eyes and the heart.  The admonition to use the eyes means that we are to read and study the Word of God; the admonition concerning the heart means that the Word is to be planted in our character through memorizing it, applying it and incarnating it in our life and character.  Proverbs 7:1-3 says, “My son, keep My words, and lay up My commandments with thee.  Keep My commandments, and live; and My law as the apple of thine eye.  Bind them upon thy fingers, write them upon the table of thine heart.”  The Apostle Paul admonished the Colossians to “let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom” (Colossians 3:16).  The word “dwell” can be translated, “settle down and be at home.”  Scripture memory will give God’s Word “the run of the house” within you.  It is God’s will that you memorize Scripture.
II.  The Spiritual Reasons for Scripture Memory

1.    To be saved.  II Timothy 3:15.  I Peter 1:23-25.   Consider Dawson Trotman’s testimony.

2.    To have assurance of salvation.  I John 5:13.

3.    To grow as a believer.  I Peter 2:2.

4.    To have spiritual illumination and understanding as a believer.  Psalm 119:130.

5.    To have daily guidance as a believer.  Psalm 119:105.

6.    To be a practical disciple of Christ.  John 8:31.

7.    To get God’s mind.  Romans 8:7.

8.    To be equipped for service.  II Timothy 3:16-17.

9.     To be spiritually transformed into Christ’s likeness instead of conformed to this world.  Romans         12:2.  II Corinthians 3:18.

10.  To prevent backsliding.  Psalm 37:31.

11.  To resist temptation.  Psalm 119:11.  Matthew 4:4, 7, 10.

12.   To be cleansed from sin, and regain spiritual victory.  Psalm 119:9.  John 15:3.  Ephesians 5:25-         26.

13.  To increase effectiveness in evangelism.  Psalm 125:5-6.  Luke 8:11.

14.  To be assured of answered prayers.  John 15:7.  I John 3:22.  I John 5:14-15.

15.  To have more faith.  Romans 10:17.

16.  To have more joy.  Jeremiah 15:16.

17.  To have more peace.  Psalm 119:165.

18.  To practice spiritual warfare and be victorious in it.  I Peter 5:8-9.  Ephesians 6:11, 17.                    II Corinthians 10:3-5.

19.  To build a reservoir of spiritual truths which will be available to you and the Holy Spirit at all          times.  Psalm 1:2.  Psalm 119:97.

20.  In short, one of the best reasons for memorizing Scripture is this:  While you may not be able

       to consistently trust the counsels of your own flesh, Scripture memory enables you to tell

       yourself the truth, and to be perfectly confident of it!

In a book entitled Everyday Victory for Everyday People, pastor Bobby Boyles told of an incident which happened in the small town in the hills of Arkansas where he was raised.  In this small town, there was an elderly lady who lived near the school.  This lady had a beautiful assortment of flowers in her front yard.  There was a group of high school boys who drove around in a 1949 Chevy pickup.  These boys were known for their meanness.  Occasionally, just for meanness’ sake, they would back their truck up into this elderly widow’s flowerbed and destroy many beautiful flowers with their mud and snow tires.  It was called “peeling out” in those days.  They were “peeling out” through her flower bed for fun.  Well, everyone in town knew that this widow had a military semi-automatic pistol which her husband had left her.  She would always come out on her porch and wave the pistol at the old truck.  This was not a deterrent because everyone also knew that she did not know how to use the pistol.  Some of the officials from the sheriff’s office and the fire department took her one day to the city dump and taught her how to load and fire her pistol.  No one knew this but her and her helpers.  She patiently waited with her “new” weapon.  Late one evening, the  boys came to her house in the old black truck.  Just as they were backing across the sidewalk into the yard, she pumped three .45-caliber slugs into the tailgate of the truck.  Needless to say, she never had a problem with a truck in her flower bed again.  She had the weapon all the time, but because she had not learned to use it, she was repeatedly plagued.  When she learned how to use the weapon she possessed, she was freed from the problem.  Even so, every Christian you know has a Bible, but many never really make the use of it God intended.  When you memorize Scripture, you take the “sword of the Spirit, the Word of God” into your head, your heart, your hand and your habit

--and both you and the Holy Spirit will be armed to win the battles you are expected to win.  
                          III.  The Sinful Rationalizations which we use to excuse failure


The first rationalization we usually make is, “I simply don’t have time to memorize Scripture.”  However, this is really a question of values and priorities.  We always seem to find time for those things that we really desire to do most.

A speaker approached the podium from which he was to address a large audience.  He carried in his hand a two-gallon transparent glass container.  Beside the podium was a table with a pile of fist-sized stones on it.  He placed the container beside the pile of rocks and silently began to transfer the rocks off the table and into the container.  When the stones reached rim-high, he suddenly said to the audience, “Is the container full?”  Everyone politely answered in unison, “Yes.”  “Really?” he asked, and he reached under the table and pulled out a large glass full of sand.  He poured the sand over the top of the rocks in the container, shook the container, and everyone watched as the sand sifted down between the rocks.  Then he asked, “Now is it full?”  The audience was a bit more hesitant this time, replying, “Probably not.”  He answered, “You’re right!” and he reached once more under the table, this time pulling out a glass of water.  He poured the water over the stones and the sand until the water reached the brim of the container.  Then he quietly said, “Now it’s full.  But what is the point of the illustration?”  After a moment of thoughtful silence, one man said, “I guess it means that if we work hard enough at it, we can get a lot more things into our lives.”  “No,” replied the speaker, “the point of the illustration is that, if you want the really big things in your life, you must put them in first, because if you fill your life with little things, there soon won’t be any room for the big things.  But that raises a very important question, doesn’t it?  What are the really big things in life?”  A familiar wall plaque says, “The Main Thing is to keep the Main Thing the Main Thing.”  But again, what is the Main Thing?

Friends, if God is important (and He is), and if God has spoken (and He has), then hearing from Him through His Word is very, very important.  And the programming of your life by His Word

--what could be bigger than that?  So the memorizing of Scripture is a crucial discipline in the life of a Christian.

If you are one of those who protests that he doesn’t have time to memorize Scripture, let me suggest that you memorize just one verse before you give up the process:  “See that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days are evil” (Ephesians 5:16).   One translation says, “Buy up the opportunity,” and it conjures to me the picture of time as equal opportunity parading by everybody, and each person must pay the price to capture it for the best purpose.  What will he wish he had done with his opportunities when he is engulfed by pure eternity and stands in the Presence of the Christ Who showed such a great love for the written Word of God?  

The second rationalization we tend to make with regard to memorizing Scripture is, “I don’t have a good memory,” or  “I’m too dumb to memorize Scripture.”  One Christian brother complained to his pastor that he had a difficult time memorizing Bible verses and that even if he tried, he couldn’t retain them long in his memory.  “So what good does it do to try?” he asked.  The pastor picked up a wicker basket from his desk, thrust it into the man’s hand and said, “Go to the water fountain in the hall and bring back a basket full of water.  Don’t bother to ask questions at the moment, just obey me.”  The puzzled man attempted to obey, but he came back, saying, “Pastor, that basket won’t hold water!”  “Maybe not,” the pastor replied, “but it’s a lot cleaner, isn’t it?  And your memory may not be able to retain the Scriptures you try to put there, but you must admit that your heart is a lot cleaner because the Word of God went through it.”   A Christian woman who had tried to memorize Scripture said nearly the same thing:  “I simply can’t remember anything, because my mind is like a sieve; the Word just runs right through.”  Her friend replied, “Keep memorizing the Word of God; even if you don’t have much success, the Word will keep your mind clean while it’s running through.”
The answer to this excuse is simple: Check your intention, motivation, concentration, and discipline. You will find that your failure lies there, not in the capacity or  ability of your memory.  If you will reevaluate your life, your schedule, your activities, your disciplines, from God’s standpoint, and determine to love and obey God by memorizing His Word, the task will be more reasonable and manageable.
A third excuse we offer is, “I’m too undisciplined.”    Everybody fights this battle.  Discipline is a battle!  What person do you respect most—the slouchy, lazy, haphazard, undisciplined person, or the person whose life bears the marks of purpose and discipline?  The answer to this excuse is that we must apply ourselves to the matter of Scripture memory.  And we would be wise to follow this rule: Do not do this alone.  Pray about an accountability partner, and cherish such a partner as one of the most important friends in your life.  One wise Christian said, “When I made myself accountable to another Christian to memorize Scripture, I thought he would badger me to death.  However, after  a few years, I simply don’t know where I would be as a Christian if he had not stayed after me about Scripture memory.”

The truth for each of us is this:  we have nothing better to do with our lives than to commit the Word of God to memory.  If you don’t realize this, go back to the previous point and read the spiritual reasons for memorizing Scripture.  And then echo Paul’s great exclamation of faith recorded in Philippians 4:13, “I can do all things through Christ Who strengthens me.”    
 IV.  Some Sensible Rules for Memorizing Scripture


Unless a Christian has a workable plan including a specific schedule, he will not get very far with memorizing the Word of God regardless of how highly he may value it or how urgently he may desire to do it.  You see, we seldom accomplish anything worthwhile in any field of endeavor without a definite plan.  So let me suggest some steps for a workable plan of Scripture memory.  


Step number one:  Philosophize.  Ponder carefully and seriously the total matter of memorizing Scripture.  Do not merely read this message and lay it aside.  Command your soul to attention before God and require it to hear the wise counsel of this study.  Then ask God for help to implement and obey His requirement of Scripture memory.  After all, it is clearly the will of God that you memorize Scripture.  Isn’t this a closed case?  Then what can we do?
Step number two:  Localize.  Make a practical beginning by  localizing (or selecting): A.  A regular time, however brief, for engaging in Scripture memory;  B. The passage to memorize;  C. A Christian partner for accountability.  In each case, urgently appeal to the Holy Spirit for His guidance and help.
Step number three:  Visualize.  Image the text in your mind whenever possible.  Use your imagination to draw a practical picture of the verse, when practical.  Ask yourself, who in my acquaintance best exemplifies this verse?  If I do not know anyone who does, can I not determine to model it for others?
Step number four:  Memorize.  Actually begin to “work on” the verse, thinking your way carefully through it.  Study its words, and be sure you understand them.  Ask God to show you His meaning in the verse.  As you begin to memorize the verse, include the exact reference before and after the verse, and be word-perfect in memorizing the verse.  Use Scripture memory cards — personally made or professionally made.  Each card should have: on one side, the reference before and after the verse, then the exact statement of the verse in the middle; on the other side, only the Scripture reference.  When you begin to memorize, work only on the side of the card that has the reference and the exact statement.  Master this side letter-perfect.  Then, turn the card over and work from the side which only has the reference.  Citing the reference, recite the entire verse.  Do this several times.  Thereafter, operate from the side of the card which you need.  By the way, why not carry a packet of such cards in your pocket and use them in your spare moments to recite and master the verses God has given you.  
Step number five: Verbalize.  State the exact reference and the exact words of the verse, concluding by repeating the reference.  Do this (1) in thought,  (2) in trial (repeating the verse as often as necessary),  (3) in teaching (you will progressively and incrementally gain confidence as you deploy the verses you are learning in the service of Christ and others), and  (4) in testimony (you will discover the authority and power of God in your witness as you quote His Word to the person to whom you are witnessing).  
Step number six:  Categorize.  Assemble the Scripture references in categories, according to topics.  Examples of such topics might be: Salvation, Sanctification, Solution…    Several Scriptures are topically arranged at the end of this study to provide examples of categorizing the verses.  This chart will exemplify categorizing Scripture verses under the heading of “Solutions.”
     The Problem                                                  The Passage

(1) Smoking or drinking                                            I Corinthians 6:19-20

(2) Overeating (gluttony)                                           I Corinthians 9:27

(3) Worry, doubt, fear, etc — the                               Philippians 4:4-7

                  dispositional demons

(4) Lying                                                                    Colossians 3:9

(5) Prayerlessness                                                       I Thessalonians 5:17;
                                                                                                I Samuel 12:23
             (6) Temper                                                                 James 1:19-20

             (7) . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                       . . . . . . . . . . . .

Step number seven:  Personalize.  Example: Put your name in Psalm 1:1-3, making it personal instead of general.  I was blessed years ago by the testimony of Ruth (Mrs. Billy) Graham, who said she never had assurance of salvation until a pastor asked her to read Isaiah 53:4 and put her name into the text instead of the pronouns.  Ruth Graham said, “When I quoted the verse with my name in it, ‘He was wounded for Ruth’s transgressions, bruised for Ruth’s iniquities, the chastisement that was necessary for Ruth’s peace was laid on Jesus, and by Christ’s stripes Ruth is healed,’ in that instant, the light burst upon my soul, and salvation and security were personal and powerful to me.”  Never read, study, or memorize a verse as an abstraction.  Make it personal.  
Step number eight:  Exercise.  Record the verse (on cards), recite the verse (privately and with your partner), repeat the verse (as often as possible), review the verse (all the previous dimensions), report the verse often (to your partner), relate (use the verse   in any and every possible setting).  Anything is reinforced by regular exercise, and this is certainly true of memorizing Scripture.

Would it not be wonderful if Christian fellowships, Bible study groups, Sunday School classes, church services, Christian gatherings, were all marked by designated times for the practice of all of the dimensions of Scripture memory? 

Let me conclude this study by showing some examples of the process of Scripture Memory.
Think of examples throughout the New Testament.  Think of the example of Jesus.  I have marked in the Gospels again and again those passages that reveal Jesus’ use of Scripture.  We are never told that He memorized Scripture, and we are never told that He exhorted people about Scripture memory.  But again and again, He quoted the exact verse that fit the exact situation, modeling before His men the right use of God’s Word.  Again and again, He said, “It is written,” and there is no evidence that He carried a copy of the Bible on His Person (though He certainly may have done so).   It is a mistake to think that Jesus automatically knew Scripture because He was God.  Not so!  In His human self-limitation (Philippians 2:5-8), He imposed upon Himself the disciplinary activities of His followers.  He prayed as they must, He memorized Scripture as they must. 
 In fact, His memorizing of Scripture was a part of His Father’s choice of Mary as His human mother.  When Mary was startled by the angel’s announcement that her body was to be the vehicle for the incarnation of the Son of God, she broke into an exclamation of wonder, submission and celebration (we call it “The Magnificat,” and it is recorded in Luke 1).  In that exclamation, Mary quoted eleven separate Scriptures from the Old Testament—from memory!  It is certain that Jesus learned His first Scripture verses at His mother’s knee.   
 In the book of Acts, it is amazing to see how much of God’s Word the Apostles had stored up in their memories and how effectually they drew upon different portions of it in their witness and in their messages.   In all of the cases, they were echoing the Model of Jesus which they had seen constantly throughout their period of training with Him.  With regard to the Apostle Paul, one has only to read the account of his ministry in the book of Acts and the letters he wrote to churches and individuals to see how his mind and heart were saturated with the Word of God.
If you have any question about the use of the Scriptures by the early church, let me suggest that you read the sermon that deacon Stephen preached in Acts 7, noting the incredible running commentary on Old Testament history which it summarizes.  Then read the entire book of Hebrews, noting the masterful tie that is maintained between Old Testament history and revelation and New Testament truth.  
Then think of a few examples drawn from more recent times.  Let me cite a few from recent times, and some from my own lifetime.  I have been told numerous times that a contemporary of mine, Hispanic evangelist Angel Martinez,  memorized the entire New Testament in both English and Greek.

         Another example is Frances Ridley Havergal, who lived only 42 years (1836-1879),  and was one of the outstanding hymn-writers of Christian history.  You will not marvel at the mighty way God used her when you realize that she
                                -----memorized the entire New Testament

                                -----memorized the entire Book of Psalms

                                -----memorized the entire Book of Isaiah

                                -----memorized all the Minor Prophets

                                -----memorized a total of 12,935 verses

Remember that His Book says that God has “magnified His Word above all His name” (Psalm 138:2)!  What an astounding declaration!  We should not be surprised, then, when God mightily (mightily) uses a Christian who has stored his “memory tank” with a large number of powerful verses from the Word of God.  
        A familiar name to disciple-makers is that of Dawson Trotman.  Daws Trotman was saved as  an eighteen-year-old as a result of participating in a Scripture Memory contest in a  youth group in the church which he attended in order to date a girl whom he liked.  After he became a Christian, he memorized a verse per day for the first three years of his Christian life.  That alone would be 1100 verses on file in His mind and heart.  His friends said you could never trap Daws with regard to Scripture memory; he would always have the reference and the exact statement of any Scripture he had memorized on ready recall at any moment.  In fact, the Navigators movement was born when Les Spencer went soul-winning with Daws and saw the way he handled the Word of God in every situation.  God used Daws Trotman to establish ministries in many countries of the earth, to establish the international Navigators organization, and to be Billy Graham’s organizational and international follow-up leader (providing programs to mature new converts from the Graham crusades) during the closing years of his life.


Let me remind your again that Psalm 138:2 indicates why God used each of these people, and many more who regularly memorized His Word:  “Thou hast magnified Thy Word above all Thy Name.”  God values His Word, and will bless beyond measure anyone who honors His Word by committing it to memory  and incarnating it in daily life.  
        Should not each of our names be on this list of believers who have allowed God to master their lives through Scripture memory?    

A PASTOR’S TESTIMONY

“As a pastor, teacher, and counselor I have repeatedly seen the transformation of  inner and outer life that comes simply from memorization and meditation upon Scripture.  Personally, I would never undertake to pastor a church or guide a program of Christian education  that did not involve a continuous program of memorization of the choicest passages of Scripture for people of all ages.”  (Dallas Willard)
“How shall we set the Lord always before us?  Bible memorization is absolutely fundamental to spiritual formation.  If I had to—and of course I don’t have to—choose between all the disciplines of the spiritual life and take only one, I would choose Bible memorization.  I would not be a pastor of a church that did not have a program of Bible memorization in it, because Bible memorization is a fundamental way of filling our minds with what they need.  ‘This book of the law shall not depart out of your mouth’ (Joshua 1:8).  That’s where we need it!  In our mouth.  Now, how did it get in your mouth?  Memorization.  I often point out to people how much trouble they would have stayed out of if they had been muttering Scripture.”  (Dallas Willard; these two quotes from  him are from two different sources)  Note that even in this paragraph of counsel, Willard hangs his entire appeal on a powerful verse of Scripture.  I memorized this verse years ago, and had almost forgotten it before this paragraph reminded me of it.  The verse?  Psalm 16:8, which says, “I have set the Lord always before me; because He is at my right hand, I shall not be moved.”  Personally, I want that to be a standard testimony of my daily life.
ADDENDUM—A POSSIBLE LIST

Life Support Verses

James 1:5-6
I Peter 5:7-8

II Timothy 1:7

Proverbs 3:5-7

Romans 8:28

John 14:27

Philippians 4:13

Philippians 4:19

Matthew 5:6
Prayer Verses

Jeremiah 31:3

John 15:7
James 5:16

The Love of God
Jeremiah 31:3

John 3:16

Romans 5:8

Romans 5:5

I John 4:8

Sin and Sinners

Isaiah 53:6

Romans 3:23

Ecclesiastes 7:20

Numbers 32:23

Romans 6:23

James 2:10

Jeremiah 17:9

I John 1:7, 9

James 1:8
Person of Christ
Colossians 1:19

Colossians 2:9

I Timothy 2:4-6
Spiritual Life Verses
Galatians 2:20

John 10:10

Ephesians 5:18

The Cross of Christ
Luke 23:33

I Peter 3:18

Hebrews 10:12

Galatians 6:14

Salvation Verses

Luke 13:3

Acts 17:31

John 1:12

John 3:3, 7

I Peter 1:18, 19

Ephesians 2:8, 9

John 14:6

II Corinthians 6:2

I Timothy 1:15

Luke 19:10

Romans 10:9, 10, 13

Assurance of Salvation Verses
II Timothy 1:12

I John 5:12-13
Evangelism Verses
Proverbs 11:30

Psalm 126:5-6

Daniel 12:3

James 5:20
Matthew 4:19

II Corinthians 5:20
“Bible” Verses
Psalm 119:11

Psalm 119:18
I Peter 1:23
Hebrews 4:12

Isaiah 40:8

Psalm 119:89

Holy Spirit Verses

John 14:14-16

John 16:7-11

Ephesians 1:13-14 


ADDENDUM—ANOTHER POSSIBLE COURSE TO FOLLOW


Someone created a memory device by using the word “remember”:

            Reserve.  Reserve a brief chunk of time each day for Scripture memory.
            Entreat.  Entreat (ask) the Lord to illumine your thinking about the verse.

            Minimize.  Memorize just one phrase at a time, thus minimizing the amount you cover.

            Enlist.  Enlist a fellow believer to hold you accountable for your memory work.

            Meditate.  Meditation may be defined as steady attention plus spiritual  intention.

            Begin.  Begin your memory work on a verse early in the day and early in the week.

            Express.  Express the verse to others so that both  you and they can benefit from it.

            Review.  Review all memorized verses as often as possible.  This will shuttle the 

                            verses learned from short-term to long-term memory.  

A last word of encouragement:  Scripture memory gives the Holy Spirit a vocabulary with which to speak to us, and a weapon with which to bring His victory into our lives.  Begin memorizing Scripture TODAY;   you will FOREVER be glad you did!
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