“WHAT IS MAN?”

(Psalm 8:3-9; Hebrews 2:5-9)


“When I consider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, the moon and the stars, which thou hast ordained; What is man, that thou art mindful of him?  And the son of man, that thou visitest him?  For thou hast made him a little lower than the angels, and hast crowned him with glory and honor.  Thou madest him to have dominion over the works of thy hands; thou hast put all things under his feet: All sheep and oxen, yea, and the beasts of the field; The fowl of the air, and the fish of the sea, and whatsoever passeth through the paths of the seas.  O LORD our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth!”


“Unto the angels hath he not put in subjection the world to come, whereof we speak.  But one in a certain place testified, saying, What is man, that thou art mindful of him? Or the son of man, that thou visitest him?  Thou madest him a little lower than the angels; thou crownedst him with glory and honor, and didst set him over the works of thy hands:  Thou hast put all things in subjection under his feet.  For in that he put all in subjection under him, he left nothing that is not put under him.  But now we see not yet all things put under him.  But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honor; that he by the grace of God should taste death for every man.”


Two birds sat on the ground and watched as a young frog hopped over to a nearby tree and proceeded to slowly, agonizingly climb the tree.  When the frog finally reached a high limb of the tree, it crawled tediously out on the limb, stood up, spread its short front legs, and dived out into the air, desperately flailing the air with its legs—only to “splat” on the ground beneath.  After it had gotten its breath again and recovered itself from the fall as much as it could, it slowly began to repeat the process—with the same result.  After this happened several more times, one of the birds leaned over to the other and said firmly, “I don’t care what you say; I’m going to tell him that he’s adopted!”  An awareness of self-identity, capability and limitations is all-important!  


Alexander Pope once said, “The proper study of mankind is man.”  However, if a man only studies himself, he may be an intelligent anthropologist, but at the same time totally ignorant of the greatest subject of all, Who is God and what is man’s relationship with Him?  Indeed, his study of anthropology may only cement him in his self-centeredness, fostering the view that “man is the measure of all things.”  What a shock awaits the human being whose perspective ends within himself and whose view of humankind is one of isolation, independence—and ignorance of ultimate truth!  


A brilliant college professor was being ferried across the Mississippi River on a fairly small boat.  The professor, conscious of his own superiority over his fellow travelers on the boat, said to the oarsman, “Sir, do you know anything about history?”  “Not much,” the simple man replied.  “Then, probably one-fourth of your life is gone,” the proud professor said.  After a moment, the professor added this question:   “Do you know anything about the sciences?”  “Nope,” was the reply.  “Then half of your life is probably gone.”  After a moment, the professor asked again, “Do you know anything about mathematics?”  The poor man quietly replied, “No, sir, I don’t.”  “Then three-fourths of your life is gone!” said the teacher.   At that moment, the boat struck a snag in the river and was overturned in the swift current.  As the passengers surfaced, the boatman shouted to the professor, “Sir, can you swim?”  “No!” gasped the struggling professor.  “Then, sir, I think your whole life may be gone!”  The moral of the story?  You can major on a lot of things which you think are important, but they are not ultimately important at all.  The one thing that counts is your relationship with God.  And please understand that I am talking about a real, viable, vital, living, determinative relationship with God—not just something that religious people tend to believe.   A man may be intellectually brilliant in any other field, but if sterile of relationship with God, the day will come when he realizes that his whole life is gone.  

Let me begin this examination of man with a few basic foundational Biblical truths about man.  (1) Man is a creature of God .  (2) As created, man is complex in nature.  (3) Man, already complex by creation, has been further complicated by sin and corruption, and thus may be puzzling in character, concept and conduct.  (4)  Man is convertible, or changeable.  This last truth makes very significant the description of Christian salvation in Hebrews 2:3 as “so great salvation,” because this salvation (truly experienced) has always miraculously and massively changed its recipients.  Man really is convertible; I am walking evidence of the power and joy of that statement, power and joy which are found only in receiving,  trusting, knowing, walking with, and serving,  Jesus Christ.  


The study of man is called “anthropology,” which is a testimony in itself.  The word is a derivative from the Greek word for man, which is “anthropos.” This  is a compound word, meaning, “The upstanding one,” or the “upward looking one.”  So let me suggest that we keep an eye out for ourselves in this study, all the while focusing on the One who is above us.  Also, let us remember the words of a wise Christian:  “God and man have business with each other, and neither of them is satisfied until that are both about that business.”  

I. Understand His PERSON

First, if we are to understand man, we must understand his person.  That is, we must understand the nature and structure of his being.  

From a Biblical perspective, man is a tripartite being.  He is a “trinity,” somewhat like God is.  He is made of three significant “parts.”  In what may be the first letter chronologically of all of Paul’s New Testament letters, he wrote near the end of the letter these words, “And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  Then, because he realized how idealistic and perhaps unrealistic this might sound to his readers, he added, “Faithful is He who called you, who also with do it” (I Thessalonians 5:23-24).

Note the three “parts” of man suggested in this verse, and note the order in which they are presented.  The three parts of man are his pneuma, or spirit, his psuche, or soul, and his soma, or body.   People who are more students of anthropology than students of theology will likely have their own view of the nature and structure of man—and some of the reduced views lead to tragic consequences for both the proponent and his students.  But if his light leaves him with one of these limited views, he has difficulty agreeing with the One whose light takes him all the way to the end of the journey.  Personally, I am perfectly satisfied that the Biblical view of man answers to all situations and covers all the necessities of his relationship with God and everything else.  


The first mentioned part of man is his pneuma, or “spirit.”  His spirit is the God-created “compartment” within man which is his organ of relationship with God.  Man receives Eternal Life, God’s own Life in his inner character, the moment the Holy Spirit of God re-inhabits the human spirit of man, which was earlier vacated when Adam sinned.  The moment of that sin, the human spirit, the compartment God had inhabited within Adam since his creation, was suddenly emptied of its Divine Occupant.  At this moment, the living God moved out of the human spirit—and it became a Death Chamber within the man.  This is what the Bible means when it says that human beings without Christ are “dead in trespasses and sins” (Ephesians 2:1).  Now, it must be remembered that there is never such a thing as total death taught in the Bible.  When a person’s body dies, the person himself moves elsewhere, but he continues to exist.  When a sinner is “dead in trespasses and sins,” his body and soul may be alive and (apparently) well, but his spirit, the organ of relationship with God, is dead.  Let me repeat:  his spirit is stone dead toward God, though he may be reasonably healthy in his body and reasonably “happy” in his soul.  Note that the spirit of man is mentioned first because it is by far the most important part of the individual.  The eternal destiny of both his soul and body will be totally determined by the spiritual condition of his spirit.  If he becomes alive to God through a new birth, the “being born again” that Jesus and other New Testament writers mentioned, then his soul and his (new, resurrection, glorified) body will go with his live spirit to Heaven.  But if his spirit is “dead” toward God, that is, if no vital relationship exists between the person and God, then his body and soul will go with his dead spirit to Hell.  This is serious business, indeed!  


According to the Bible, there are four kinds of people on planet earth at any time.

These four people are mentioned in I Corinthians 2:14-3:3.  Let me briefly mention and describe them.  The first one (I Corinthians 2:14) is called “the natural man” (literally, the psuchikos man).  The Greek word, psuchikos, is derived from the word, psuche, which I mentioned above, the word for “soul.”  The word psuchikos is a Greek adjective which means, “adapted to soul.”  So the “natural man” is a man who is adapted to his soul because his spirit is dead and thus his only inner resource for living is his soul.  This man just “does what comes naturally” (he lives soulishly),  because he has no supernatural life, no relationship with God.  Because his spirit is dead, he cannot live “spiritually” in a Biblical way.  This is the lost man who is devoid of God and His Life and will spend eternity getting what he wanted, independence of God.   The first man mentioned is the non-Christian man.


The second man mentioned (I Corinthians 2:15) is “the spiritual man.”  Here, the Greek word is pneumatikos, which is a Greek adjective meaning, “adapted to the spirit.” Please note carefully the real and radical difference between this man and the “natural” man.  This man has been “born of the Spirit,” “born again,” “born from above” in a real, revolutionary, relational birth in which the Holy Spirit has literally re-entered his previously dead spirit and quickened it with the very Life of God.  In that moment, the person received Eternal Life, that very quality of Life which God lives.  At the moment of his new birth, his body and soul may not be greatly changed, but great change is on the way as the aftermath in his total person of the New Birth that has occurred in his spirit.  Not only has this man been born of the Spirit in his own human spirit, but his entire life has taken on a new priority and a new vocation, to ‘grow in the Spirit’ and become like Christ.  These must not be taken merely as visionary and unrealistic ideals, but as realities which will  occur in his lifetime as he cooperates with the indwelling Holy Spirit.  The second man mentioned is the normal Christian man.


The third man mentioned (I Corinthians 3:1) is called “carnal.”  The word used here is sarkinos.  Note that the “natural” man is psuchikos, the man “adapted to his soul” because his spirit is dead and his only inner resource is his soul.  Note that the “spiritual” man is pneumatikos, the man “adapted to his spirit,” because his spirit is alive and is dominant over his soul in his experience and lifestyle.  Thus, his human spirit, indwelt by the Holy Spirit, controls both his soul and his body, and he is thus called “spiritual.”  The “carnal” man, however, is controlled by his sarx, or his “flesh,” which is the combination of his body and soul acting independently of the Holy Spirit.  The “flesh” is everything a human being receives by his first birth, in which his spirit is dead.  Also, note that the word in this case is not “sarkikos,” but a very close similarity, “sarkinos.”  The difference is spelling is hardly noticeable, a “k” in the first and an “n” in the second, but the meaning is substantially different between the two words.  The word “sarkinos” describes a new-born Christian, a spiritual baby which has just been born, and thus is still more baby than mature believer.  Like any baby, though this person is saved, he lives a “baby” Christian life with a baby’s self-curl, self-centeredness, and self-seeking.  It is reasonable that he should do so, because he is a baby in Christ (see I Corinthians 3:1c).  So the third person mentioned is the new-born Christian.  


The fourth man mentioned (I Corinthians 3:3) is also called “carnal,” but this is that slightly different word.  Whereas one “carnal” person (carnal # 1) is called sarkinos, “fleshly,” because he is born as a self-centered baby, though actually and truly born, the other “carnal” person (carnal # 2) is called sarkikos, also “fleshly” but with a different time-frame, because he has remained a baby a long time after his birth.  So one “carnal” person could be called good carnal, and the other (we one we are most familiar with because of our teaching) could be called bad carnal.  What is the difference between the two?  Simply this:  the first one is a baby and can’t be anything else—because he has just been born!  This baby is a wonderful thing!  But the second one is still a baby years after being born, and he won’t be anything else.  One (sarkinos) is a wonderful spiritual baby, but the other (sarkikos) is a wilful spoiled brat!  This is the reason a Christian is commanded to “grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” (II Peter 3:18).  Spiritual immaturity is expected and accepted in a Christian who has just been born of the Spirit, but it is sinful in a person who has remained a baby (“protracted infancy,” a sad tragedy both spiritually and physically) for years after being born again.  The fourth person mentioned is the nominal Christian man—God’s biggest problem on earth.


In nature, human beings are made of three parts—spirit, soul and body—and that Divine order reveals the order of importance of the three.  The spirit, being the determinant for the others, is most important.  The soul, basically a combination of mind, emotion and will, is next most important.  And the body is least important of the three—though not at all  unimportant.     To show the importance of the three, if your body is right, you will be healthy; if your soul is right, you will be happy; but it is only if your spirit is right that you will be holy.  It is God’s design that you be “whole,” that is, healthy, happy and holy.  “Healthy” refers to your physical life; “happy” refers to your psychological (note the word psyche, the word for the soul, at the beginning of that word) life; and “holy” refers to your spiritual life, or the life that defines your relationship with God.  Holy is a word that refers to your status with God, your relationship with Him,  your usefulness to Him, and finally, your moral character (which will become progressively holy as you cooperate with Him).  If you are only “natural” or “carnal,” you cannot adequately understand man.  Man can only be adequately referenced by referring  to God,  and he can only be adequately understood by a person who knows God in personal relationship with Him and cooperates with God in daily life.  


Remember that I said that man as he was created is complex by nature, and further complicated by sin and corruption.  Study these things carefully, because your understanding of man and His relationship with God will be determined by them.  It is important to fathom these things if we are to understand man’s person.

II. Understand His PURPOSE

Second, if we are to understand man, we must understand his purpose.  Someone wisely said, “Life without purpose is merely an experiment, and without the correct purpose, it is misguided guesswork.”  Every complex product will have a “Manufacturer’s Manual” with it, and the manual of operation will explain the purpose, function and operation of the product.  Even so, man came attended by a Manufacturer’s Manual, the Bible.

I am presently reading a book by pastor James Kennedy, a book entitled What If the Bible Had Never Been Written?  I am reading very little that is new to me, but it is a glorious reaffirmation of something that was instantaneously, deeply, richly implanted in me at the moment of my salvation (56 years ago now!), that the Bible is the very Word of God, and that it contains the meaning, purpose, regulations, and sustenance for my existence as a Christian.  My Bible has become the most valuable tangible possession which I own.  In fact, a poor lost sinner could never (never) know the riches and resources that I find every single day of my life in my Bible.  It is an actual treasure trove of wealth to a Spirit-walking Christian.  Furthermore, though I have read it many times, each reading opens new “vaults” of riches to me.  You see, when the “living Word of God” (John 1:1, 14), Jesus Christ, comes into a human being, He brings His own taste for the written Word of God  with Him.  So I have Christ in me, operating with His own taste for the written Word of God, so I eat the Word, governed by His taste for it.  Job 23: 12 says, “I have treasured the words of His mouth more than my necessary food”; I understand and agree with that testimony!  Jeremiah 15:16 says, “Thy words were found, and I did eat them; and thy word was unto me the joy and rejoicing of my heart: for I am called by thy name, O LORD God of hosts.”  As the old mountaineer said, “Them’s my sentiments, ‘zactly!”  A Spirit-walking Christian “has meat to eat that they (the world) know nothing about,” but the Christian knows that he is made healthy by that “meat” while the rest of the world spiritually starves to death!  


This Manufacturer’s Manual, the Bible, tells man what his purpose is.  The purpose of anything is that overwhelming, most important reason for which it exists. The purpose of a thing cannot be discovered by asking another thing.  Only the Manufacturer (!) knows why He (!) created the product the way He did.  Whether you know it or not, my friend, God is your Manufacturer, and He gave you life and endowed you with personality with a Manufacturer’s Design in mind—and He simply cannot disregard the travesty if you willfully ignore His Design in favor of your own guesses.  You may be sure of this:  the “machine” will never run satisfactorily if you ignore the plan of the Maker!  This leaves you to guesswork thinking and patchwork performance, and you must remember that you are a sinner, “alienated from the life of God through the ignorance that is in you” (Ephesians 4:18).   With all of your potential soulish intelligence, and even with that “intelligence” fully developed, possibly producing a very high IQ, you are still lost and dead without God—and it is very difficult for dead men to realize their own problem!  If you ever come alive to God, you will realize (but only then) how dead you are/were without Him.  


Nobody knows your purpose like the One who made you.  You may choose to vaunt your independence and “invent” your own purpose, but just look at the present world-at-large to see the disjointedness of this.  So what is man’s purpose as God has revealed it?  For a suggestion of that purpose, consult the Hebrews text and context.  See in Hebrews 2:7 the word “glory.”  The same word recurs in Hebrews 2:9 and 2:10—three times in four verses.  And its use indicates the purpose of man’s existence.  “God crowned man with glory” (2:7); “We see Jesus … crowned with glory” (2:9);  It was God’s design to finally “bring many sons unto glory” (2:10).  What does this word “glory” mean?  Biblically, the main use of the word “glory” is in defining something about the very nature of God.  “Glory” is the character of God on display; it is the exhibit of the nature of God.  The Bible says, “All have sinned, and come short of the glory (the holy character) of God” (Romans 3:23).  Glory is the outshining of God’s own radiance from within a container (!).  For example, John 1:14, speaking of the Incarnation of Christ, says, “The Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory.”  The word “beheld” is the Greek word from which we get our word “theater,” and it presupposes an involved examination of an object so that we become implicated in the idea and purpose of that object (like seeing a play in a theater).  We get involved in the plot ourselves!  So Christians are to get involved in God’s plot for revealing His own character!!!


Hebrews 2:9 and John 1:14 reveal that the “ground zero” of God’s self-revelation is in the Person of Christ, where a perfect revelation of His glory has been seen in human flesh on earth!  Now, our purpose is to be Christ-like, the purpose for which the Manufacturer designed us (see Romans 8:29).  So we too are to be display cases, or exhibit points, for His glory.  I was made to be a container, a carrier, a conveyor and communicator of the glory of God!  Do you not see, my friend, that no independent and invented purpose for man can match the Maker’s Model?  No self-purpose can equal the Savior’s purpose.  How empty such other purposes look to a Spirit-walking Christian.  He sighs in pity when he sees a humanly intelligent person wasting his life on lesser purposes, and wonders what the eye-opening final judgment will look like to him after mis-spending his life seeking his selfish goals.  


So human beings are made for containing Christ (“Christ in you, the guarantee of glory,” Colossians 1:27), for communing with God (see Exodus 33:11 and 34:29), and for communicating His glory to others (so that they “glorify” God; see Galatians 1:24).  And all of this must be done according to God’s design, that is, on His terms.  You see, even a Christian can make a mere generic commitment to Christ as Lord—that is, He confesses Christ as Lord with His mouth, but balks at the full demands of the Manufacturer’s Manual.  That Christian is, at least for the moment, “carnal,” and cannot expect to know a fully gratifying and massively fruitful Christian life.  “Jesus is either Lord of all (He calls all of the shots involving the devotion, dynamic, delight and distance of your commitment) or He is not Lord at all.”  If He is Lord of all within me, others will glorify God because of Christ-in-control-in-me, and His glory showing through me. This is the staggering and gratifying purpose for which God gave me natural life and then invaded my life in the Person of Jesus, Who is the personification of His glory.  

III. Understand His PROGRESS

Third, if we are to understand man, we must understand his progress.  That is, we must understand His history.  If a twenty-dollar gold piece has fallen into a lake in aboriginal Australia and an Australian aborigine finds it while diving there, he would find an explanation of its history to be helpful in his attempt to understand the coin.  Today, most human beings are like the lost coin in a story told by Jesus (Luke 15:8-10).  It was hidden in the darkness and dirt of a dark and dirty household, and could only be found by scouring away the dirt and shining a light into the darkness.  When this happens in real human experience, the “lamp” of God’s Word (Psalm 119:105) and the “washing” of Christ’s blood (Revelation 1:5) will allow us to examine the full history of man from God’s viewpoint.  Let me point out that history, step by step.

Look at the first man.  He was innocent man, man as created by God (Genesis 1 and 2).  Adam and Eve were created with pristine innocence and placed in a perfect environment.  So man was originally created by God, and he was innocent.  This part of man’s history is suggested in Hebrews 2:6-8a.  

Then, there was fallen man.  Tragically, man became infected by an alien wickedness, with the infection induced by a fallen angel named Satan.  Thus, man became corrupted by sin and guilt.  This part of man’s history is suggested in Hebrews 2:8b; read this sentence carefully, noting the words, “But now,” and “not yet.”

Third,  there was full (and fulfilled) man (Man).  This is the Incarnate Man, the God-man.  This, of course, is Christ Himself.  “God was in Christ,” says II Corinthians 5:19.  “It pleased the Father that in Him should all fullness dwell”  (Colossians 1:19), and “in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily” (Colossians 2:9).   Jesus is the fulfillment of the Father’s Original Idea for man.  This is stated in Hebrews 2:9, which incidentally contains the first mention of the Name “Jesus” in the book of Hebrews.  

Fourth, there is faith-oriented man, or the Christian.  This is indwelt man.  “Christ lives in me,” Paul wrote (Galatians 2:20), and every born-again Christian echoes this testimony by his lips and his lifestyle.    This is converted man,  converted by the grace and power of God.  The grace and love of God are the objective means of his conversion, and the power of God exercised in his New Birth is the subjective means of his conversion.  

Finally, there is the future man.  Then, each Christian will be the ideal man, the model of God’s intention.  This is consummated, completed man.  Theology calls him “the glorified man,” or man with a resurrected, glorified body and reflecting Christ’s glory each moment of eternity.  This is suggested in Hebrews 2:10, which speaks of “many sons of God brought to glory.”  

This then is the history of man—the first man, then fallen, then ideally fulfilled in the Person of Christ, then the faith-oriented, born-again, saved man, and finally, the future glorified man.  Each of these steps in man’s history must be understood if we are to answer the question, “What is man?”

IV. Understand His POTENTIAL

Finally, if we are to understand man, we must understand his potential.  It is my firm conviction that one of the greatest sins a human being can commit is the sin of unfulfilled potential.  Furthermore, this sin is common and flagrant among Christians, and it is a sin which surely deeply grieves the Holy Spirit.  When the profile of the Christian life revealed in the New Testament is placed before me, and I see the disparity, the discrepancy, the difference, the contrast between what it says and what I am, what I think, what I say and do, I realize that I have left a vast stockpile of potential latent within me, yet undeveloped and unexploited.

Long ago, I heard this statement about Christian commitment:  “One who does condemns all of those who don’t.”  I heard this statement in the context of the Biblical story of Enoch (Genesis 5:21-24), the man whose entire biography was recorded in four words, “Enoch walked with God.”  The speaker applied his adage to Enoch in these words, “When Enoch walked with God, he both reflected the Divine ideal for every man, and revealed the possibility for every man to walk with God.  And sadly, he exposed the perversion of every person who does not walk with God. Since Enoch walked with God, he condemns all of those who don’t walk with God.”  

All of the offers, all of the opportunities, all of the claims, all of the commands of the Gospel which God extends to man are offers and opportunities to develop man’s latent potential.  When God speaks, the door of possibility springs open.  When God communicates assignment, He also offers endowment to complete it.  His communication of assignment is always attended by a matching communication of ability.  The responsibility is always accompanied by the resources to complete it—if we whole-heartedly, and wholly, obey.  When I practically pursue God’s guidance, I personally partake  of His providence.  Where He practically reigns, He powerfully sustains.  

Let me state a practical test which I/you can apply personally.  Have I deliberately determined to understand the full nature and responsibility of being a Christian?  Am I daily searching the Scriptures to be sure I am fully understanding what is expected of me as a Christian?  Are there dimensions of the Biblical revelation that I have ignored—either deliberately or indifferently?  Since the Bible is such a replete Book, am I being fair to the full dimensions and demands of it?  Practically, am I showing evidence of a present-tense salvation in my life today—that is, are there evidences that Jesus is “saving me” today in an ongoing way?  Is real sanctification—the continuing development of a holy life—occurring in me daily?  Is Christian service, the “work of ministering” (Ephesians 4:12) to which God has called each Christian, visible on a daily basis in my life?  

You see, many of us are carrying vast undeveloped potential toward our graves.  I wonder how God will measure the return on that investment He made in us.  

Let me conclude by mentioning two areas of potential which characterize every human being.  I am deeply persuaded that God fully expects a massive return from each of us because of the vast potential He has placed in us in these areas.

The first is the area of Divine indwelling—the fullness of God’s Presence.  Originally, God made man to be a container, a carrier, a conveyor, of His Person, of His Presence.   God made a “compartment” deep within Adam and Eve that was intended to be His place of occupancy.  As mentioned earlier in this study, this is called the “spirit” of man.  God’s Holy Spirit dwelt in this human spirit of man from the moment of Adam’s creation, and God’s intent was to display Himself through the human being.  This meant that the Holy Spirit could control the soul and the body of Adam from His place of occupancy and control in the human spirit, and thus God could release His very Life into Adam’s surroundings.  So any observer could see both man and God by looking at Adam.  What a testimonial to God’s purpose and power, that he could make such a creature and then use him to display His glory!  

Though man has been corrupted by sin since the Fall of Adam, God’s Original Purpose has not been altered.  It is still His design to occupy each man, own each man, and operate each man to give him Abundant Life and the opportunity to make Him and that Life known to every intelligent being in His universe.  But the Bible clearly teaches that, since the Fall of man, only the redeemed and restored person (the Christian) can realize this ideal—and even then, it will be realized only as we understand that ideal and cooperate with Him in reaching toward it.  In fact, the potential will only partially be realized in any man.  

For a Christian, this ideal is powerfully expressed in a great passage in Ephesians 3:14-19, which says (Amplified Bible), “For this reason (seeing the greatness of this plan), I bow my knees before the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, For Whom every family in heaven and on earth is named (that Father from whom all fatherhood takes its title and derives its name).  May He grant you out of the rich treasure of His glory to be strengthened and reinforced with mighty power in the inner man by the Holy Spirit (Himself indwelling your innermost being and personality).  May Christ through your faith (actually) dwell (settle down, abide, make His permanent home) in your hearts!  May you be rooted deep in love and founded securely on love, That you may have the power and be strong to apprehend and grasp with all saints (God’s devoted people),  what is the breadth and length and height and depth (of that love); (That you may really come) to know (practically, through experience for yourselves) the love of Christ, which far surpasses mere knowledge,that you may be filled (through all your being) unto all the fullness of God (may have the richest measure of the divine Presence, and become a body wholly filled and flooded with God Himself)!”

Read the preceding paragraph several times, and realize that this is one area of the staggering potential of every Christian—to be filled and controlled by all the fullness of God.  Admit that this is a real possibility for you, and open the doors of faith in your inner spirit so that God can absolutely fill and flood you with His Presence.  

The other area I would mention which exposes man’s potential is this:  the fulfillment of God’s highest purpose.  I can fulfill the very purpose for which God created man—practicing full devotion, engaging fully in “the work of ministering,” exploiting His resources to fulfill my responsibility, and going the full distance (yes, geographically—to “the uttermost part of the earth) by implementing His strategy.

So I—puny, pusillanimous, pygmy me, can be “filled with all the fullness of the Presence of God,” and can fulfill in a massive and productive way the very Purpose for which He created me and saved me.

If I am to understand man, if I am to answer the question, “What is man?” I must understand man’s person, understand his purpose, understand His progressive history, and understand his potential.  Lord, teach me who/what I am, teach me the purpose of my existence from Your standpoint, and teach me my vast potential, which, when fulfilled, will bring great glory to You and great good to multitudes.

If I am reaching a non-Christian person by these words, let me have a few last seconds with him (you).  Dear friend, Jesus Christ loves you with an unmerited, unlimited love, and He wants you in His Family of faith.  You may enter that Family today by these simple procedures:  (1) Confess your sins and your need directly to Him, admitting that you have sinned against Him (Psalm 51: 4).  Up to this point, you have not been a mere neutral human being, but a sinner whose sins place you into warfare with Him.  (2) Remember that He loves you, not because you are so loveable, but because He is love and cannot violate His own nature.  (3) Remember, too, that He died for you as if you were the only sinner who ever lived.  If you had been the only human being, and lost in sin, He would have died the same qualitative death for you that He died for all.  (4) Recognize that the Bible says that He died and rose again from the dead, sealing His victory over sin, and death, and Hell, and that if you will trust Him, the Risen and Living Christ, to save you, He will literally enter your life, instantly forgive all of your sins, and give you the gift of Eternal Life—His own Life.  The next breath you breathe, the next thought you have, the next step you take, will be the beginning of a New Life in Him.  You may take it from me, a wonderfully “satisfied customer,”  that Jesus will be the best Friend you have ever known.  Trust Him today.    
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