“BEHIND THE SEENS”

(Part One of the Message)

(Philippians 4:10-18)


“But I rejoiced in the Lord greatly, that now at the last your care of me hath flourished again; wherein ye were also careful, but ye lacked opportunity.  Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content.  I know both how to be abased, and I know how to abound: every where and in all things I am instructed both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need.  I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.  Notwithstanding ye have well done, that ye did communicate with my affliction.  Now ye Philippians know also, that in the beginning of the gospel, when I departed from Macedonia, no church communicated with me as concerning giving and receiving, but ye only.  For even in Thessalonica ye sent once and again unto my necessity.  Not because I desire a gift: but I desire fruit that may abound unto your account.  But I have all, and abound: I am full, having received of Epaphroditus the things which were sent from you, an odor of a sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, well-pleasing to God.”


I have wanted for a long time to prepare some messages on the theme, “Behind the Seens.”  The New Testament records it as a “given,” as something that should be taken for granted because it is true, that there is a seen world of reality, and an unseen world of reality.  Paul summarized it in II Corinthians 4:17 when he said, “We look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal.”  Just seven verses later (5:7), he added, “For we walk be faith, not be sight.”  So there are two worlds of reality, the world of seen realities, and the world of unseen realities.  If one is more real than the other, it is the world of unseen realities.

The New Testament is written by people of faith, people who live as if they are standing in both worlds.  They seem always to read this world through the reality of the other world.  What they are saying at any moment is based on a far bigger foundation than the immediate message and the immediate moment.  The text for this study is a good example.  The message of the text could be outlined in this manner: it refers to the contribution which the Philippian church had made to Paul and his ministry (Philippians 4:10, 14-17a), to the contentment Paul had found by God’s grace in all the “ups and downs” of life (Philippians 4:11-12), and then to the confidence Paul had in the sufficiency of Christ (Philippians 4:13).  So the outline appears like this:




I.  The Philippians’ CONTRIBUTION to Paul

                                  II.  Paul’s CONTENTMENT in all situations

                                 III.  Paul’s CONFIDENCE in the sufficiency of Christ  


This is a grand text, but the foundation beneath these three ideas is far grander than the ideas of the local text.  Behind (and beneath) the matter of a financial gift which the Philippians had sent to Paul in his need lies a deep and strong foundation of truth about financial stewardship.  Behind (and beneath) the matter of Paul’s contentment rests a vast foundation of revealed truth about the peace and serenity which God gives to His believing children.  And behind (and beneath) the statement of Paul’s confidence in the sufficiency of Christ is a whole foundation of truth about the resources we have through our identification with Christ and union with Him.  Many, many people pass glibly and selfishly through life, never realizing in the slightest way what they are missing.  They live only in one world, and think it is the only one.  G. K. Chesterton once said, “Most people live all their lives in the basement of life -- and think it is the living room.”  What surprises await them when they realize they have anchored their entire existence to an inferior world which, as wonderful as it may be, can never satisfy them as God-created human beings.   In fact, they(the secularist) think we (the Christians) are foolish!


I want to show you in just one of the three points of the outline the connection between this local text and the larger foundational passage.  Since the first part of this text (or the first part I want to deal with) has to do with a gift of money which the Philippians had sent to Paul, I am going to practice the analogy of Scripture (letting Scripture interpret Scripture) and go back to Jesus’ own words about financial matters.  At the end of the study from the Sermon on the Mount, I will return to this text and explain some of the financial terms that are used in it.  So brace yourself for Jesus’ wise and powerful words about your (“your”) money.

“WHERE WILL YOUR MONEY SPEND ETERNITY?”

(Part Two of the Message)

(Matthew 6:19-24)



Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal: For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.  The light of the body is the eye: if therefore thine eye be single, thy whole body shall be full of light.  But if thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall be full of darkness.  If therefore the light that is in thee be darkness, how great is that darkness!  No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other.  Ye cannot serve God and mammon.


There was a long period of years at the beginning of my ministry when I would have begun a sermon on money with an apology.  I have since arrived at the conviction that no preacher should ever apologize for speaking about money.  A stockbroker who leads people to invest wisely in earthly enterprises does them a favor.  Similarly, a preacher is a spiritual financial counselor, urging people to invest in the Lord’s business and helping them to have treasure eternally.


Never once did Jesus apologize for preaching on money, and He preached about money as much as any preacher ever has.  One out of every six verses that record the sayings of Jesus is on the subject of money; of the thirty-eight parables he spoke, sixteen of them, or nearly one-half, deal directly with money; He spoke more about money that He did about heaven, hell and salvation all combined together.  In the entire Bible, for every verse on prayer, there are four verses on money.  Dr. P. S. Henson was undoubtedly right when he said, “There is more religion in money than people have supposed.”


The text  is located at the very heart of the Sermon on the Mount.  The Sermon on the Mount has been appropriately called “The Constitution of the Kingdom of Heaven.”  Like every good constitution, it has a financial section, the part that deals with the income and support of the Kingdom.  Take a look with me at the financial section of the Constitution of the Kingdom.

I.  A NEGATIVE WARNING


The financial section of the Kingdom Constitution opens with a negative warning.  “Lay not up for yourselves treasures on earth.”  This is a universal warning — the poor man as well as the rich man may be guilty of violation.  If a man spends all of his earthly possessions on himself and on earthly things, he is guilty of violating this negative command of Jesus.  There are two reasons stated in this text for the negative warning given here.


First, no Christian should lay up treasures on earth and ignore God’s will for his money for the simple reason that a man’s heart will follow his treasure.  In verse 21, Jesus said, “Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.”  Now, this is the exact opposite of what we so often say to one another.  We say, “Get a man’s heart right with God, and his pocketbook will take care of itself,” and this is often correct.  However, it is not nearly as reliable as what Jesus said.  He said, “Get a man’s treasure, and you will get his heart, also.”  If your treasure is dedicated to God, your heart will be, also.  If your treasure is not dedicated to God, then neither will your heart be.


The principle is simple: a man’s interests are where his investments are.  Would anyone say Jesus was wrong?  Make no mistake about it, when our treasure is in the stock market, or in plumbing fixtures, or in homes and cars, or in vacation trips, or in pensions, there is where our heart is going to be, also.  John Simpson put it this way: “A man’s soul travels the same road as his money.  If his money travels the high road, so will his soul; if his money travels down the low road, so will his soul.”  This is exactly what Jesus said.  When the Bible speaks of “your treasure,” it is not talking about your nickels or dimes or even a few dollars.  It is talking about your total financial resources.  Walter R. Fruit said, “Push your treasure out ahead of you to God, and see how your heart will follow it.”  Your heart follows your treasure.


Then Jesus gave another reason for this negative warning.  “Lay not up treasures on earth” because earthly treasures will enslave the heart, He says.  In verse 24, we read, “No man can serve two masters . . . . God and Mammon.”  “Mammon” is the Aramaic word for wealth.  The word “serve” means “to be a slave to.”  No man can be a slave to two masters, Jesus said.  No man can be under the absolute control of two different masters.  And both masters named here demand total loyalty.  One or the other of them will become the supreme dominating force in life.  To “lay up treasures” on earth is to automatically yield to the control of Mammon, the god of wealth.


An old backwoods hunter was out to get some wild turkeys.  He set a box right in their path with a trap door attached to a string.  He put some corn in the box and then sat down at the edge of the clearing to manipulate the string.  He watched, and in a little while, eleven wild turkeys were lured to the trap.  Ten of them went into the box.  One was left outside.  The man waited.  He thought he should have all eleven, but in a moment three of them walked out.  One of the three came back in.  He thought to himself, “I don’t want to lose the other two,” so he waited for them.  Then five went out and that alarmed him, for there were only three left.  If he could get two of them back in, he would let down the door.  But instead two more went out and there was only one left.  Well, he couldn’t possibly face that at home, so he waited a while but finally the one walked out.  When all you want is to get, you finally don’t want what you get.   


And for a person to attempt to divide his interest between earthly treasures and the Kingdom of God means that he forfeits the possibility of ever being under the sole control of Jesus Christ as absolute Lord of his life.  You know what happens when a man tries to divide between God and Mammon; the things of God fade from the vision, the love of God declines from the heart, the soul is no longer single in its purpose, the eye becomes dim, the spiritual focus is abated, and moral and spiritual paralysis set in.  So Jesus opens the financial statement of the Kingdom Constitution with a negative warning.

II.  A POSITIVE ENCOURAGEMENT


Then, Jesus progresses a step further.  He gives a positive encouragement to citizens of the Kingdom.  “Lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven.”  I think it is the half-hearted hope and ambition of many people to “lay up treasures in heaven,” but many of these hopes are only air-castles.  How does a person go about laying up treasures in heaven?   


First, you must open an account there.  You cannot deposit money to your name in a bank if you have no account there. Proper procedure demands first arranging for an account.  Similarly, to get credit for eternal treasure you must first have your name on heaven’s register.  You must have your name inscribed in the Lamb’s book of life.  The question is, Have you personally received Christ into your heart, and trusted Him totally for your eternal salvation?  If you have not trusted Him to save you, you cannot make an investment in eternal treasures because you have no account in heaven.  You open the account by making a crucial deposit.  Your soul must first be deposited in Christ’s keeping for eternal salvation.  The Apostle Paul stated the transaction plainly in his own personal testimony in II Timothy 1:12, where he wrote, “I know Whom I have believed, and I am persuaded that He is able to keep (guard) that which I have committed unto Him (deposited with Him) against that day.”    


Because this verse (II Tim. 1:12) is so crucial in understanding what I call the “salvation deposit,” let me analyze the verse more carefully, identifying the parts of the salvation transaction from this verse.  First, there is a release mentioned in Paul’s testimony.  “I have deposited,” he said.  What had he deposited into Christ’s care?  Himself.  His total life.  He had released himself into the care and use of Another, Jesus Christ.  Dear friend, have you been to God’s Bank of Grace and made the deposit of your whole life, of yourself, into Christ’s care and use?  


Second, there is a reliance mentioned in Paul’s testimony.  “I have believed,” Paul said.  Indeed, he said, “I know Whom I have believed.”  Paul had believed a Person.  The word “believe” is a contracted form of two Latin words which mean, “by life.”  Your “belief” is what you live by;  all the rest is only religious talk.  If you do not live by Jesus Christ, you do not believe Him.  If you do not live by the truths of the Bible, you do not believe them.  The Amplified Bible defines the word “believe” by using a set of synonyms: “to trust, to cling to, to rely on.”  Does your life reflect a vital, living trust in the vital, living Christ?  Do you cling to Him with a two-fisted grip of faith?  Do you rely absolutely and totally on Him and Him alone for your eternal salvation and your daily life?


Third, there is a relationship pictured in Paul’s testimony.  Note the three personal pronouns which refer to Jesus: “Whom . . He ... Him.”  And note the connections between Paul and “Him” pictured: Paul believes in Him, Paul has deposited Himself into His care and us, and Paul is powerfully persuaded that He is fully able and willing to guard the deposit he has made.  These words picture a deep-as-life personal relationship between Paul and Jesus Christ.  


Fourth, there is a result pictured in Paul’s testimony.  “He (Jesus) is able to keep that which I have deposited with Him.”  The second a person trusts Jesus Christ totally and absolutely, God mounts guard over his deposit.  This is the meaning of the word, “keep.”  This the is same word which is used in Luke 2 of the action of the shepherd’s in Bethlehem’s fields on the night of Jesus’ birth.  Actually, the word is used twice.  They were “keeping watch over their flocks by night” (King James Version).  But the word is actually repeated, and it is our word, “guard.”  The shepherds were “guarding guard” over their sheep.  It is also the same word in Acts 12 that describes the action of the four quaternions (sixteen) of soldiers who were guarding Peter in his prison cell.  This word pictures the security of our salvation.  Just as your bank deposits are secured by the Federal Deposits Insurance Corporation in the United States, your salvation deposit is guaranteed by the Faith Deposits Assurance Corporation of Heaven!

Then, you can lay up treasures in heaven by worthy, dedicated Christian giving.  This is the way Jesus referred to in this passage for laying up treasure in heaven.  Give your earthly wealth to  the Kingdom of God and it will be transformed into heavenly treasures.  There is a very interesting background behind these words.  When Jesus spoke these words, the Jews were under Roman rule.  The currency system was Roman.  Roman money was used in commerce and society.  However, the Jews refused to desecrate the temple by the use of Roman money in their giving.  When they went from the marketplace, where Roman money was used, to the temple, where Jewish currency was used, they had to exchange some of their Roman money into temple currency in order to give their tithes and offerings to the temple treasury.  This explains why there were always money-changers on hand in the vestibule of the temple.  It was their business to exchange the street currency to temple currency, the secular coins to sacred coins.  Now Jesus may be saying this: By your dedicated, worshipful investments of your money and substance to the work of the Kingdom of God, you exchange earth’s currency for Heaven’s; you transform earthly money into heavenly riches.  


It was Pat Neff, who is a former governor of Texas, a former President of Baylor University, and a former President of the Souther Baptist Convention, who gave this testimony in his presidential address before the Southern Baptist Convention in Miami, Florida.  He said, “All my life I have heard preachers tell their congregations to lay up treasures in heaven, but none has ever told me exactly how to get my treasures into heaven.  I had to figure it out for myself.  The only way to get our treasures into heaven is to put them into something that is going to heaven.  Cattle, lands, houses, stocks and bonds, oil, coal, and the like are not going to heaven.  Only men, women, boys, and girls are going to heaven.  Therefore, if I am to lay up treasures in heaven, I must put them to work in the mighty task of redeeming souls that will be fit for heaven!”  How true his words were!  The greatest agency in the world for the redemption of men is Christ’s church.  Dedicated giving to His Church is a way to lay up treasures in heaven.  

III.  A PLAIN CONTRAST

Then this text offers a plain contrast.  


First, there is a contrast in treasures.  Every man has a treasure of some kind or another.  There are only two places where a man’s treasure may be located — “in heaven” or “on earth.”  Our choice is strictly limited to these two places.  There is no third place where our treasures may be located.


What does it mean to “lay up treasures on earth?”  It simply means to be supremely concerned for things.  It means to so possess little “things” that you are unwilling to part with them for God’s sake and for His work.  Earthly treasure is a tangible, material treasure.


On the other hand, treasures in heaven cannot be seen.  Now, this provides many people with the excuse they look for to refuse to give their money to the cause of Christ.  Priding themselves in their practical attitude, they say, “A bird in the hand is worth two in the bush.”  But treasures in heaven are real treasures, though they may be unseen at this moment.  And there will come a day when the man who now has earthly treasures alone will neither have one kind nor the other.  In II Corinthians 4:18, the Bible says, “The things which are seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal.”  Treasures in heaven are now a matter of faith, but then they will be a matter of sight.


Then, there is a contrast in investments.


An investment in “treasures on earth” is, at best, only a temporary investment.  If it draws interest which accrues even weekly, it still lasts for only a short while. 


An investment in “treasures in heaven” is an eternal investment.  What you invest in ministering to others is capital laid up in God’s bank, the interest of which will always be accruing for you.  When someone said, “George Washington threw a dollar across the Potomac,” another added, “Maybe so, but a dollar went a lot further then than it does now.”  Dollars travel farther, last longer, and draw greater dividends when they are invested for eternity.


Then, finally, there is a contrast in securities pictured here.  


Earthly treasures have little security.  When Jesus refers to “moth, rust, and thieves,” He is revealing the kind of treasures people kept in those days.  They kept their wealth in garments or precious metals.  Great value resided in garments.  Jacob gave Joseph a coat of many colors.  Joseph gave five changes of raiment to Benjamin.  Achan cursed Israel because he wrongly coveted a Babylonian garment from Jericho.  Samson promised thirty changes of garments to the one who guessed his riddle.  Naaman brought five changes of raiment to the king of Israel.  Clothing was considered to be of great value.  But in one short night, moths could reduce a whole wardrobe of garments to shredded lace-work.  Essentially the same thing was true of money or precious metals.  There were no banks in those days; the money was hidden for security or kept in the safest place in the house.  Remember Jesus’ story about the treasure buried in the field.  Two things might happen to it — rust might destroy it, or thieves could easily “dig through” the mud walls of the strongest house and steal the treasure.  You see, there is no guaranteed security for “treasures on earth.”  As the writer of Ecclesiastes said, “They make themselves wings and fly away.”  


On the other hand, however, treasures laid up in heaven have a guaranteed security.  They cannot be destroyed by moth, rust, or thieves.  To put it bluntly, Jesus is simply saying this: “You can’t take it with you, but you can send it on ahead of you so that it will be waiting for you when you get there, and working for you in the meantime.  The treasure in heaven remain forever untarnished, utterly secure.  Examining, then, your security, choose your investment accordingly.


Years ago, the secretary of a British Missionary Society called on a Calcutta merchant and asked him to help in the work.  He wrote a check for $250 and handed it to the visitor.  At that moment a man rushed in with a telegram in his hand.  The merchant read it and then looked up with a troubled countenance.  “This cablegram tells me that one of my ships has been wrecked and the cargo was lost.  It makes quite a difference in my financial affairs.  I’ll have to write you another check.”  The missionary understood perfectly and handed back the check for $250.  When he was handed the new check, he read it with amazement.  It was written for $1,000!  “Haven’t you made a mistake?” the missionary asked.  “No,” replied the merchant, with tears in his eyes, “I haven’t made a mistake.  That cablegram was a message from my Father in heaven.  It said, ‘Lay not up for yourselves treasures on earth.’”


An old story is told about Dean Swift, the great scholarly preacher.  He had been asked to preach a charity sermon, but he had a reputation for long-windedness, so it was tactfully suggested to him that his sermon would be most effective if it was short.  So when he got up to preach, he read his text, and then spoke one sentence.  The text was Proverbs 19:17, “He that hath pity on the poor lendeth unto the Lord, and that which he hath given will He pay him again.”  The sentence he spoke was, “If you like the security, then put down your money.”


Now, with this foundational passage in mind, let me show you how Paul builds on these ideas in his great statement of appreciation to the Philippians for the gift they have given to him in his “affliction” (imprisonment and financial emergency, Phil. 4:14).  


Paul almost playfully tells the Philippians that they have “opened an account” in heaven through their giving (verse 17).  He says that their “balance sheet” (“giving and receiving,” verse 15) has a large credit balance because of their generous gift.  He says that their gift is like a deposit, and will draw eternal interest (“fruit,” or “a dividend of interest,” verse 17), and the interest rate is “abounding.”  Not satisfied that he has fully told everything, he uses two additional metaphors — the metaphor of a newly budding tree (the word translated “flourished” means “blossomed” in verse 10), and the metaphor of the Old Testament sacrificial system (he says that their gift had “an odor of a sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, well-pleasing to God”).  In other words, he counsels his friends in Philippi to recognize that any gift they give to Christian work is a gift given directly to God Himself, and He finds great pleasure in such gifts!  What wise financial advice, what marvelous investment wisdom, awaits the careful student of this passage.  No wonder one commentator said about this passage, “There is clear gain in consulting every possible translation of the Bible on this passage.”


I pray that the Holy Spirit will translate these truths to our understanding, and illumine our hearts to agreement with Himself.  Keep praying, praising, trusting, building people, and giving for the glory of God.

In the “Cross-ties,”

Herb Hodges 
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