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“CONSCRIPTED TO CARRY A CROSS”

(Matthew 27:32; Mark 15:21; Luke 23:26)


“And as they came out, they found a man of Cyrene, Simon by name: him they compelled to bear his cross.”

“And they compel one Simon a Cyrenian, who passed by, coming out of the country, the father of Alexander and Rufus, to bear his cross.”


“And as they led him away they laid hold upon on Simon, a Cyrenian, coming out of the country, and on him they laid the cross, that he might bear it after Jesus.!

Recently, my wife Judy and I went to see The Passion of the Christ, the Mel Gibson film of the last hours of Jesus’ life and including His Death on the Cross.  The film is a graphic, spell-binding reconstruction of the Redeeming Event which is at the heart of the Gospel of Christ.  For the most part, it was true to the Biblical text, though some texts were moved into the episode of the Cross which are extracted from other parts of the New Testament (outside of the Gospels).  The stripping of Satan at the Cross (Colossians 2:13-15) and the statement that “I have come to make all things new” (an extract from Revelation 2) are inserted from accounts not in the Gospels, and some extraneous items in the film are based on religious tradition rather than Scripture.  However, the film makes the Cross of Christ to be a real and moving experience, something which mere mental sentiment can hardly accomplish.


One part of the film which I found to be particularly compelling was the account of the conscription of Simon of Cyrene to carry Jesus’ Cross to the place of crucifixion when Jesus could not carry it Himself because of physical weakness.  The conscription was well-filmed, and the effect on Simon was evident.  I came home, determined to explore the Biblical story fully and to possibly write what I found.  This study is the result of that determination.  I hope to examine the full Biblical story of Simon of Cyrene, honoring both the clearly stated text and the (evident, I believe) suggestions and implications of the several texts that seem to complete his story in the New Testament.  Five facts are seen or suggested in the texts about Simon.

                                                    I.  A Casual Spectator
           Simon first enters the story as a casual spectator who apparently “happened upon” the agonizing Via Dolorosa march of Jesus to Calvary.  Matthew 27:32 says, “And as they were coming out they found a Cyrenian by the name of Simon; they forced this man to carry his cross.”  Cyrene was the chief city in the Roman colony of Libya in north Africa.  Simon was probably in Jerusalem as an attendant of the Jewish Passover feast, either as a Jew himself or as a Jewish proselyte.  I personally believe he was a black man, like “Simeon who was called Niger” in Acts 13:1.  As he left the safety of his faraway home in Cyrene, Simon had no idea of what Providence held in store for him in Jerusalem.  He surely did not know “what he was getting into this time.”


It seems evident that he was just “passing by” as he intersected the processional that was brutally conducting Jesus to Calvary.  As Simon drew near to the Holy City, the Temple roof glistening in the distance in the morning sunshine, the surging crowds of pilgrims who had come to the Passover Feast (Josephus estimates that over two million guests were crowding the environs of Jerusalem), and the city itself, made sacred by the words of the prophets and its history as the City of God, combined to swell the thrill in his soul.


This was the great hour of Simon’s personal history, and it just came to him like a bolt out of the blue.  “At a certain intersection of life, when he least expected it, a great glory burst suddenly upon him.”  We must picture him on that beautiful spring morning, going up the pathway to the city, meditating on the great goodness of the Lord in bringing him to the city of his dreams and allowing him to see the holy place.  He had come to celebrate the Passover, and then he was going home again to his wife and two boys in Africa.  His family had been praying for him every day in his absence from them, and he would have a lot to tell them when he returned home.  Possibly Simon and his family had saved for years for that day.  Suddenly, his day was ruined—or was it?  In a moment, as he was dreaming his own dreams, following his own schedule, minding his own business, suddenly he was arrested and thrust into a drama that would revolutionize his life.

            My wife and I were attending an old-style vaudevillian show in Branson, Missouri.  A quite good comedian was telling jokes on stage as the audience observed.  Suddenly, he stepped off the stage, into the audience, and selected a man to come up on stage with him.  The man was seated by his wife, and had paid to be a spectator, and now the man onstage was calling him to take part in the act.  Intending to be a spectator, he was forced to be a participant.  So it was with Simon of Cyrene on that fateful day in Jerusalem.


In an Old Testament story from the book of Genesis, Joseph went out one day to see how his brothers fared, but Joseph would never see his home again.  Many years later, Saul was on an errand in quest of stray donkeys when Samuel came to anoint him as Israel’s first king!  Later yet, David was on a quiet errand from his father to his brothers when he was catapulted from obscurity into the national and international limelight, then into destiny.  In a New Testament story, Matthew the tax-gatherer was sitting at the receipt of custom, pursuing his vocation, when Somebody spoke to him and called him—and his life was never again like it had been.  Simon was thinking about God, to be sure, but only on his own terms—in the pleasant surroundings of the Temple and in the midst of colorful religious rituals and “meaningful” worship.  Sounds like a casual believer on his way to church on a typical Sunday morning, doesn’t it?  But God may have other ideas, as He did on that day for Simon.


You might at this moment be as Simon was that day, a casual spectator merely observing life (as it goes by without you!) and going about your own business (keep that idea in mind when you reach the discussion of Isaiah 53:6).  How many times has God intruded into such a lifestyle and changed it forever, as He did for Simon that day!  Read on to see the Divine drama that is awaiting every such person.

  II.  A Compelled Servant


The African man who was first seen in the story as a casual spectator suddenly became a compelled servant.  Simon had traveled over 760 miles from the city of Cyrene in northwest Africa (contemporary Libya) to be present for the Passover week in Jerusalem.  Much effort and sacrifice would have been necessary for him to make the trip.  He and his family had probably saved money sacrificially for a long time to make it possible for him to be there.  That very morning, he was undoubtedly rejoicing over the fulfillment of many dreams when his reverie was interrupted by the crude shout of a rough Roman soldier.  He was meditating about God when God crossed his path!  


Mark 15:21 says, “And they compel (‘eggareusan’) one Simon a Cyrenian, who passed by, coming out of the country, the father of Alexander and Rufus, to bear his cross.”  Note the word, “compel.”  It is the same word Jesus used in His dynamite statement recorded in Matthew 5:41, “And whosoever shall compel (‘aggareusei’) thee to go a mile, go with him twain.”  The word “compel” would conjure up images of tyranny and abuse to the Jewish mind.  The word means to “requisition,” to “commandeer,” to “conscript.”  In fact, there was a Roman law behind this word.  It was called “the law of conscription.”  It simply said that when a Roman official or soldier was passing through the land carrying a backpack or a burden, he could conscript (force) any able-bodied man in the community to shoulder his burden and carry it for a mile.  It was this law which the soldier loosely appealed to that morning, and Simon of Cyrene was the victimized spectator.  The word “compel” or “conscript” also indicates resistance on the part of Simon.  We can easily imagine that he struggled to escape this unwanted assignment, but the strong hand of Rome tightened its powerful grip on him.  Luke says they “laid hold” of him, suggesting again that he struggled to go about his intended schedule.  


There was no court of appeal to which Simon could take his case.  He was instantly commandeered into the indignity of carrying a criminal’s cross to the place of execution.  “I am an innocent man carrying the cross of a guilty man!” he exclaimed. Actually, he was the guilty man, and he was carrying the cross of the innocent man, but he did not know that when the episode began.  He was forced to do something he did not want to do, for someone he did not know.  He would have clamored to high heaven about the injustice of it.  It was interrupting what he considered to be the most important day he had lived on earth—but God was about to replace his schedule with another that would truly fulfill the quest of his heart.  This is one of those “interruptions” which God sends into our lives to replace our hell with His heaven.    


Many years later, the Scottish saint Samuel Rutherford wrote, “Some people would have a cheap cross.  They would even have Jesus without the cross.  But the price will not come down.”  Christians do not create their crosses; they merely consent to accept the one God gives them.  And though they cannot redeem others by carrying their crosses, they can be involved in the practical redemption of people’s lives by faithfully carrying their crosses. 


Gibson’s “The Passion of the Christ” emphasized Jesus embracing His cross, not merely accepting it.  Some years ago, while on a Holy Land trip, I visited the Saint Anne’s Church in Jerusalem.  In the basement of the church, a beautiful mosaic adorns the wall.  It is a picture of Jesus standing and facing the cross, with His arms around the cross.  When asked about it, our guide explained, “Yes, He embraced the very cross on which He would die.  His death was voluntary.”  The wise Christian will embrace the cross God gives him to carry.  Simon was a compelled servant, but God used the cross that was imposed upon him to redeem him and others.





III.  A Convicted Sinner
              During the course of his cross-carrying episode, Simon of Cyrene became a convicted sinner.  Issues of personal sin and guilt sprang to his attention when he was forced to face Jesus.  This was shown in “The Passion of the Christ” in a long moment of encounter when Simon and Jesus, both on their knees as they struggle with the cross, are shown face to face with each other.  The moment is pregnant with meaning.  At the end, Simon moves off into the crowd (this is the director’s interpretation in the film), a most poignant figure, and he buries his face in his hands as he departs.  Surely something happened on the erratic walk to Calvary.  Between the city gate and the hilltop of Golgotha, Simon of Cyrene came into contact with the most powerful transforming force in the world—the friendship of Jesus.  It is unbelievable that Jesus would say nothing to one who, even under compulsion, was doing him a service.  It seems certain that Simon became a Christian because of that day, but first he had to see himself as a desperate sinner in need of salvation.


Blaise Pascal, the French mathematician, scientist, philosopher and wonderful Christian, once said, “There are only two kinds of people in the world—there are the really bad people who think they are really good, and the truly good people who know they are really bad.”  Give some careful thought to that sentence; it is totally true.  Poet T. S. Eliot wrote, “Humankind cannot bear very much reality,” and this is certainly true about our individual sinfulness.  While loaded with Satan and full of sin, people still find a truly incredible means of self-justification or self-hiding.  

The Bible says in Isaiah 53:6 that “All we like sheep have gone astray, we have turned every one to his own way, and the Lord has laid upon Him the iniquity of us all.”  This verse is one of the many such verses in the Bible which “set the record straight” about man’s heart, man’s sin and man’s guilt.  This truth must register with us as we examine such texts of the Bible:  if Scripture is right, modern man (and especially western man) must be wrong.  The verse says several crucial things about man:  

(1) He is stupid like a sheep.  Aubrey Johnston, president of an organization called “Southwestern Friends of Wildlife,” wrote, “If you could take all the brains of all the sheep on earth and put them into the skull of just one sheep, you just might have a reasonably intelligent animal.”  And this sheep-figure is the symbol that is often used for man in the Bible.  Unaided man is not wise, and the rest of Isaiah 53:6 reveals the “sense” of his stupidity.  (Let me remind myself and you that the sheep-picture in this verse describes each one of us)
(2) He is a sinner, and like a dumb sheep, he doesn’t even know his folly and his lostness.  “All….have gone astray.”  This is a mild way of presenting a major truth—man is desperately lost, and his lostness has eternal impact upon his destiny.  A sheep’s only genius is to get itself lost, and a sheep does not stray home!  It only increases its lostness and desperation with every step it takes.  

(3) He is self-curled, self-willed, self-assertive, thoroughly selfish—just like Satan.  The verse says, “We (all human beings) have turned every one to his own way.”  Again, this is an almost mild-sounding declaration of a major and devastating truth about man.  According to the Bible, sin is each man having his own way instead of following God’s way.  Sounds innocent enough, doesn’t it?  After all, isn’t it natural for each man to seek his own welfare?  Yes, and that’s just the point.  This is a “natural” lifestyle (see I Corinthians 2:14), and not “spiritual” (I Corinthians 2:15).  The natural lifestyle reveals man’s league (or union) with Satan.  Only the spiritual lifestyle that is introduced by a radical spiritual birth, will place man into union with God.    C. S. Lewis was right when he said, “There are only two kinds of people in the world—those who echo Satan and say, ‘My will, and not Thine, be done,’ and those who echo Jesus and say, ‘Thy will, and not mine, be done.’  Each prayer is answered, and each pray-er gets what he asked for”; the one will go to hell and the other to heaven, where each will live out forever his selected lifestyle.

(4) There is a great truth suggested at the end of Isaiah 53:6 which introduces the Gospel of Jesus Christ. The fourth truth is that sinners may be (and must be) saved—because of what God did through “the passion of Jesus Christ.  The verse says, “And the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.”  Give attention to the word, “And.”  It does not say, “but,” as if the Cross were an emergency afterthought on God’s part.  No, it was part of His Plan from the beginning.  Before man was a breathing sinner, Jesus was committed to be a Bleeding Saviour.  When Adam sinned in the Garden of Eden, Jesus began to pack His bags for a trip to Bethlehem!  He was “the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world” (Revelation 13:8).  The Cross was timeless simply because it was eternal.  And the slaying of that Lamb had a profound theological reason.  “Christ died for our sins,” the Bible says. The particular word used in Isaiah 53:6 is the word “iniquity.”  This is a distinctive word for sin, describing the inner character distortion or twistedness that is found deep within every man.  This inner distortion breaks forth into outer deeds of sin.  Then the word “laid” in Isaiah 53:6 is a replete word.  “The Lord laid on Him the iniquity of us all.”  The Hebrew word translated “laid” means to “make to meet.”  “God the Father has made to meet on Him (Jesus the Son) the iniquity of us all.”    The Cross was “ground zero” for the concentration of our sins!  The total accumulation of man’s total sin was made to meet on Jesus the Son of God as He was raised to die on the Cross!  What a thought!  What an act of the love and mercy of God!  You see, dear friend, your sins will either be pardoned in Christ or they will be punished in hell—but they will not be overlooked!  Either you will stand under the Cross in repentance and faith and accept His payment for your sins, or you will stand under condemnation when you meet God.  You see, sin is an extremely serious and deadly matter to God.  Either He will destroy it, and deliver those who are addicted to it, or it will destroy them and Him!  The Good News is that man can be saved because God has assumed full responsibility for man’s sin, absorbed both the sin and its judgment into Himself on the Cross, and has fully paid for man’s sin.  

            Do you see that it is never best for an individual to have his own way when his choice is exercised independently of God?  If nobody had interfered with Simon of Cyrene, he would have gone back to Africa after a high religious experience in Jerusalem, back to his family, back to his vocation, back to his routine, back to his self-curled lifestyle—and on to hell.  

           The Bible offers this contrast:  In John 14:2, Jesus said, “I go to prepare a place

for you.”  In Acts 1:25, describing the outcome of Judas’ self-willed betrayal of Jesus, the Bible says, “Judas by transgression fell, that he might go to his own place.”  Every human being will go to one of two places for eternity—he will either go by faith and relationship with Jesus to the Place He has prepared for saved sinners, or he will go to his own place, the place he has constructed by his own selfishness and sin.  

            What an eternity-packed moment it was for Simon!  He looked at Jesus (what a poignant moment this was in the Gibson film), and listened to Him.  Born of the Spirit’s convicting and convincing work, he became deeply aware that he was Divinely loved by this bruised and bleeding Person, that he had been dragged into a dynamic Divine drama, and that his destiny was swaying in the balances as he participated.  His anger and resentment over his unjust selection began to be absorbed in the Greater Picture of a Greater Person adjusting to a Greater Problem and a Greater Pain, and a desperate and urgent sense of emptiness and need was born in him.  Dear friend, please learn this lesson.  Conviction of sin comes by association with holiness.  Stop running from God and His holiness in favor of your own selfishness and sin, and get into His Presence.  He will dig deep into your wretched heart like a dentist or a surgeon goes deep in order to heal you, and you will experience the conviction that is the first step in conversion.  

            A young derelict sinner returned to the small town of his early life.  While there, he met a young woman he had gone to school with.  She glowed with the happiness and confidence of a Jesus-centered, others-serving life.  After a time of visiting with her, he slipped out into the night.  Outside in the dark, he leaned up against a wall and said with deep feeling, “Oh, God, I hate myself.”  That night, his redemption began.

            Simon of Cyrene was conscripted into carrying Christ’s cross.  His sense of unfair conscription could have overwhelmed his sense of Christ and His Cross, but it didn’t.  He looked at Jesus (see John 1:29, and note the command to behold Him as the Lamb of God), listened to Jesus (see Romans 10:17 and note that this is the beginning of faith), and loved Jesus (see John 21:15-17 and note that loving Him is always the product of right adjustment to Him, and also the beginning of deeper relationship with Him).  

            In the most sacred hours in world history, an “innocent bystander” was commandeered into “the greatest story every told,” and his own story was raised to high heaven.  

IV. A Converted Saint
            Somewhere in the episode of his cross-carrying, and while watching Jesus facing His Cross-Dying (“even the death of the Cross,” Philippians 2:8 says), Simon experienced a Transaction of Transfer.  He became a converted saint.  By faith, his sins were transferred from himself to the dying Lamb on the central cross.  The very righteousness of Christ, the righteousness of His Person and the righteousness made available through His Passion, was transferred to him.  He was transferred from the “Lost” column to the “Saved” column of Heaven’s Ledger (the saved are inscribed in “the Lamb’s Book of Life,” never to be erased).  He was transferred from the realm of the condemned to the realm of the justified.  In short, he was transferred from Hell to Heaven in that Transaction of Transfer which occurred at Calvary.  

           How did it happen?  Simon’s conversion was prototypical of yours and mine.  Simon saw: (1)The Person of the Saviour.  Salvation occurs when a dynamic sinner is suddenly stopped in his tracks and transfixed with a loving Divine Savior Who has died in his placed.  (2) The payment for sin made by Jesus on the Cross.  Simon saw the death-throes of Jesus and realized that this was no ordinary man and no ordinary moment.

            The first time I was in Israel, we checked into our Jerusalem hotel late at night.  The touring team had a briefing meeting on the second-floor mezzanine before we went to our rooms for a short night of rest.  After receiving instructions, we had prayer together.  We had just taken a step to leave the meeting when the tour guide exclaimed as an afterthought, “Oh yes, I forgot to tell you—if anyone wants to go to Calvary, you can go there tonight, because Calvary is just around the corner!”  I went to my room at the back of the hotel, arose early the next morning, pulled the window curtains, and found myself staring out upon the hill where Jesus was reported to have been crucified!  The guide’s words have resounded in my mind many, many times since that night:  “If anyone wants to go to Calvary, you can go there  now—because God keeps it within your reach, ‘just around the corner.’”  Dear friend, would you join Simon of Cyrene, and turn the corners of repentance (which means a change of mind, heart and direction; a real and big turning of the big corners of human experience) and faith (turning from self-trust to fully and totally trust Jesus and Jesus alone to save you), and become, like Simon, a converted saint today?

             There is one other ingredient I must mention.  (3) The power of the Spirit.  It is possible (even probable) that Simon of Cyrene came to Jerusalem on his “once-in-a-lifetime” trip and remained through the total feast season, including the feast of The Day of Pentecost sometime later.  Acts 2:9-11 identifies at least sixteen lingual groups which were present at Pentecost, including “those from the parts of Libya around Cyrene.”  One of them may have been Simon.  Having come so far and at such great expense to himself and his family, he surely could not think of leaving before the Pentecost festivities.  If he did remain for the Feast of Pentecost, he was likely on hand among the Christians to experience the full release of redemptive power, the power of the blessed Holy Spirit of God, on that day.  And was he “set up” by the Spirit for the Big Event to occur within himself!  Not a day had gone by since that unforgettable cross-bearing morning without the full episode flooding his mind and filling his conversations.  He had surely been very inquisitive about The Nazarene since that day, and had learned enough to shake him to the core of his character.  He remembered the evident purity of His character, even while being torturously treated; he also remembered the kindness and compassion He showed for others while never seeming to consider Himself.  Also, he had heard the strange tales of the absence of His body from the tomb where it had been buried.  I repeat: Simon was miraculously “set up” by circumstances and by the Holy Spirit to experience a powerful birth from above in his inner character.  Imagine one Simon (the Cyrenian) listening to another Simon (the Apostle of Jesus) as he explains the Cross and the Resurrection, and the available salvation produced by them, on the Day of Pentecost!  If Simon weren’t saved before the Day of Pentecost, he surely would have been saved on that day.  No sinner (then or today) is ever saved without the miracle of the Holy Spirit’s convicting and converting power acting within him.  At any rate, it seems evident that Simon of Cyrene was “benevolently ambushed” in Jerusalem, and became one of the very first converts to the Lord Jesus Christ.  His conscription to carry an unwanted cross led to his conversion to Christ.  
             Let me rehearse some of the devotional aspects of Simon’s “pattern” experience.

(1) Jesus was there ahead of him, waiting on him and leading the way.  Luke records the story in these words (Luke 23:26), “And as they led Jesus away, they laid hold upon one Simon, a Cyrenian, coming out of the country, and on him they laid the cross, that he might bear it after Jesus” (the italics are mine, for emphasis).  

(2) If Simon was carrying anything else, he had to lay it down.  Cross-carrying is demanding and exclusive, and a cross-bearer simply will not have a lot of room to handle lesser concerns.  

(3) The cross imposed upon him was slowly implanted within him.  This is always true.  Sinners meet Christ at the Cross, come to salvation through the Cross, then slowly discover that they have been saved into the Cross!  The Cross increasingly and erratically becomes the chosen lifestyle of the converted saint.

You see, Simon could be called “the man who carried two crosses”—the first by force, and the second by faith.  By comparison, the Christian today goes to the Cross of Christ for salvation—by faith, and he accepts the cross which effects his sanctification and prepares him for service—also by faith.  So every Christian is invited to two crosses—one (Christ’s Cross) for salvation, and the other (his own cross) for sanctification and service.

(4) It was his conscription under law that led to his conversion to the Lord.  That conscription under law would have been absolutely despised by Simon, but it was the necessary means of getting him into Christ’s life.  Sinners hate the exposure of their sins that comes by means of God’s holy law, but that conscription under law is the only means of conversion to the Lord.  “By the law is the knowledge of sin.”  Martin Luther said it vividly:  “God’s holy Law is a mirror, a hammer, and a whip.  As a mirror, it exposes the sinner’s awful condition to himself; as a hammer, it smashes him to destroy the continuing possibility of self-trust; and as a whip, it drives him to Christ.”  Exposure to this uncompromising law is never pleasant to a sinner, but it is the prelude to salvation.  

(5) When unjust crosses are imposed upon people, it is as if Jesus is being crucified again.

(6) When unjust crosses are accepted, Christ is being served, though it may be unknown to the world.  The Roman soldier who conscripted Simon knew nothing of the infinite drama into which he projected him. The greatest blessings of life may come from things that are forced upon us—but only if we finally respond properly.  The most desirable things may come through very undesirable circumstances.

(7) Be careful what you do with the unexpected interruptions and the unwanted burdens of daily life, because Jesus may be in them, wanting to change your destiny forever.

(8) Only Christ can carry your sins, but only you can carry the cross He gives you.
(9) The cross which we must carry has already been carried by Jesus Himself.
    (10)  Nobody is allowed to remain a mere spectator in life’s greatest drama.

(11) The Cross has a way of causing personal plans—and lives—to change forever.

              Some years ago, I read with great delight and edification Evan Hopkins’ book,        Charles Simeon of Cambridge.  Hopkins’ biography of this great Cambridge preacher includes this poignant and powerful paragraph from Simeon himself, spoken during a conversation with a man named Gurney:  “Many years ago, when I was an object of much contempt and derision in this university, I strolled forth one day, buffeted and afflicted, with my little Testament in my hand.  I prayed earnestly to my God, that He would comfort me with some truth from His Word, and that, on opening the Book I might find some text which should sustain me.  The first text, which caught my eye, was this: ‘They found a man of Cyrene, Simon by name; him they compelled to bear His cross.’  You know Simon is the same name as Simeon.  What a world of instruction was here—what a blessed hint for my encouragement!  To have the cross laid upon me, that I might bear it after Jesus—what a privilege!  It was enough.  Now I could leap and sing for joy as one whom Jesus was honoring with a participation in His sufferings.  My dear brother, we must not mind a little suffering.  When I am getting through a hedge, if my head and shoulders are safely through, I can bear the pricking of my legs.”  Your name is in the Gospel story as surely as Charles Simeon’s name was, and there is a cross for you to carry for Jesus’ sake!
             This is the story of Simon’s journey from guilt to grace.  Now we must have a final look at the last part of Simon’s Biblical picture.

                                         V.  A Convincing Soul-winner
             Finally, Simon of Cyrene, who was conscripted to carry another man’s cross, became a compassionate and convincing soul-winner.  By the analogy of Scripture (placing related verses from different places alongside each other and comparing them), we can deduce the later history of this Cyrenian man named Simon.  The New American Standard Version of Mark 15:21 says, “And they pressed into service a passer-by coming from the country, Simon of Cyrene (the father of Alexander and Rufus), to bear His cross.”  Does the wording of the parenthetical phrase strike you as peculiar?  Why would these two sons be mentioned in this manner if they were not well-known to the readers?  Indeed, is there any other reason for them to be mentioned at all?  Now, follow the analogy of Scripture carefully.  

             There is evidence that the Gospel according to Mark was written in Rome.  Mark was apparently a Roman citizen.  He has two names, “John,” which is a Hebrew name, and “Markus,” which is a Roman name.  The adding of a Roman surname usually meant Roman citizenship.  It is a general consensus of conservative Biblical scholarship that the Gospel of Mark was written in Rome.  According to Colossians 4:10 and Philemon 24, Mark was with Paul in Rome during Paul’s imprisonment there, and the last reference to him is Paul’s request that Mark should return to him at Rome (II Timothy 4:11).  Remember that the Gospel of Matthew was written to the Jews, the Gospel of Luke to the Greeks, the Gospel of John to both Christians and unbelievers, and the Gospel of Mark to the Romans.  Furthermore, in the last chapter of his great letter to the Romans, Paul wrote, “Salute Rufus, chosen in the Lord, and his mother and mine” (Romans 16:13).  What a suggestive verse that is!  In the very church in the very city where Mark was writing, a prominent and proven Christian believer was a man named Rufus.  Now, add the statement of Mark 15:21 to that “mix.”  Rufus and Alexander were apparently well-known believers in the Roman church.  

            To me, the evidence is clear that Simon of Cyrene became a soul-winner in his own family circle.  He left Jerusalem with a heart swollen with eternal life, the power of Jesus and the Gospel, the fullness of the Holy Spirit, the joy of the Lord, and a desire to serve Him and tell others of Him.  In his home in Africa he had a wife and two sons.  When he arrived home, his heart surged with joy and love as he told them of his journey and of the One whom he had met through a cross.  The result was that everyone in his little family circle became a Christian.  I quoted Romans 16:13 in the previous paragraph.  Note that the verse mentions the mother of Rufus, one of Simon’s two sons, and Paul identifies her as “his mother and mine.”  Simon’s wife had played surrogate mother to the Apostle Paul (!)—probably at a time of sickness or in one of the times when Paul’s life was shadowed by excessive suffering.  So “Mrs. Simon” was also walking with God and prominently serving in the church in Rome when Paul wrote his epistle.  Surely Simon didn’t like the terrible interruptions of the day of the cross when they happened, but later he would thank God ceaselessly that he wasn’t consulted when God conscripted him to carry Christ’s cross.  

            A common adage says, “Bloom where you are planted.”  What a difference it would make if Christians would “just do it.”

             In 1858, Oliver Wendell Holmes published a book of essays entitled, “The Autocrat of the Breakfast Table.”  It opens with this clause:  “I was just going to say, when I was interrupted.”  Then he relates how a quarter of a century earlier he was interrupted in the preparation of a series of essays.  The interruption lasted for 25 years for the Harvard medical professor!  Simon’s course was interrupted by a bleeding man carrying a heavy cross—and he has now been in heaven for nearly two thousand years because of the interruption!  “I was minding my own business, when I was visited by a Sudden Glory.”  Dear friend, have you just been following a regular course of self-centeredness, self-service, and respectable sin?  What about the Man Out in the Street Staggering Under the Weight of the Cross You Deserve?  Shouldn’t you have a good look at Him, stand at the foot of His Cross, transfer your sins and your trust to Him, be saved, and begin to carry the cross He gives you—today?     
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