“WAS YOUR CONVERSION COUNTERFEIT OR CHRISTIAN?”

(Matthew 18:3   Proverbs 14:12   II Corinthians 13:5   Matthew 7:21-23)


Matthew 18:3,  "Verily, I say unto you, Except ye be converted and become as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven."

Proverbs 14:12,  "There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death.”

II Corinthians 13:5,  "Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own selves. Know ye not your own selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates?”

Matthew 7:21-23,  "Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we no prophesied in thy name? and in thy name cast out demons? and in thy name done many wonderful works? And then I will profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity."

Conversion is the central, personal miracle of Christianity, the miracle that makes Jesus Christ perennially contemporary in human experience. It is the first and fundamental work of the Holy Spirit.  All the powers and wonders of the Christian Gospel proceed from this center.  Because of its very importance, we might sus​pect that Satan would seek to counterfeit this matter of conversion.  And we would be correct in our suspicion!


Dr. E. Stanley Jones, on page 26 of his book entitled Conversion, says, "Probably two‑thirds of the membership of the churches know little or nothing about conversion as a personal, experimental fact." But these same people came into the church on a statement that they had been converted! Were they deliber​ately declaring a falsehood? No. Most of them at the time actually believed that they were converted.  Thus, it is absolutely necessary that we define the meaning of conversion‑-both negatively and positively.  We must tell what it is not as well as what it is. In this message, I urge you to face the question, "WAS YOUR CONVERSION TRAGICALLY COUNTERFEIT OR TRULY CHRISTIAN?

I. COUNTERFEIT CONVERSION


First, we must note that there are several counterfeit types of conversion that are labeled "Christian." And the counterfeits usually have such a similarity to the genuine experience that they can easily be substituted for it. Many people have received a "religious inoculation or vaccination." When we are vaccinated, we are given a little of the disease and it keeps us from getting the real thing, the big thing. Thousands of people have just enough religion to "inoculate" them against having a real relationship with Jesus Christ. ​It is necessary that the counterfeit be identified in order that we may be sure that our conversion experience was genuine.


The first counterfeit conversion is what we might call -‑ a doctrinal conversion.  A doctrinal conversion is simply a conversion from one set of ideas to another set of ideas.  It is a conversion from one set of be​liefs to another set of beliefs. For example, here is an atheist. He says that he does not believe in God, in Jesus Christ, in the Bible as the Word of God, in salvation, in immortality, or in any of the doctrines of the Christian faith.  But by some means (perhaps by discussion with an intelligent and informed Christian), he one day becomes finally convinced in his mind that these and other doctrines of the Christian faith are true.  He makes a public profession of his faith (his new‑found belief in the doctrinal truth of the Christian faith), is baptized, and becomes a church member.  Was his conversion truly Christian, or was it tragically counterfeit? Is he a Christian? No! He has merely changed one set of ideas for another.  He has traded in the idea of atheism for the more satisfying ideas of the New Testament and of the Gospel of Christ.  He has new ideas, but he also has the same old sinful heart and the same old untransformed life.  He believes intellectually in all the doctrines of the Christian Gospel that are presented to him, but his conversion is only intellectual.


Perhaps a simple illustration will help here.  Suppose I go to my doctor and he tells me that I have a vitamin deficiency.  He prescribes some vitamins for me to take daily, and I begin to follow his orders.  But suppose that one morning I come to the refrigerator to lift the vitamin bottle out. As I do so, the label or wrapper of the bottle comes off in my hand.  Holding the wrapper in my hand, I begin to read from it the list of ingredients in the vitamins. It is conceivable that I might become vitamin‑starved while reading the contents without taking the tablets themselves.  Even so, many take the table of contents of the Christian faith --- its doctrines and beliefs ‑- but they do not take Christ Himself as the Redeemer, Savior, and Absolute Lord of their lives.  They starve to death spiritually while reading (and believing) the menu! They have been victimized by a counterfeit conversion.


No one would dream of confusing a marriage certificate with a marriage. You might hold a marriage certificate without a marriage. You might hold a marriage certificate in your hand all the days of your life and still not be married, and the certificate would be a poor substitute for the relationship.


Many people treat Christianity as primarily a set of interesting moral or religious ideas which can be conveyed by teaching and argument. People cannot be argued into the Kingdom of God, because what is entrusted to the church is not so much a set of ideas as the living reality which lies behind them. It is the crucified, risen and living Christ who stands at the center of the Christian faith,  not a mere set of religious propositions. 


There is a story which is told about the agnostic philosopher Bertrand Russell. One day, he was walking down a road when he suddenly stopped and said to a friend, "The ontological argument is right after all!" In other words, that a certain philosophical evidence or "proof" for the existence of God was valid. On another day, earlier in human history, a Pharisee named Saul of Tarsus was walking down a different road when he encountered the risen and living Christ. Russell had encountered an idea; Saul had met a Divine Person. And there is all the difference in the world between the two experiences. That encounter with the risen Christ certainly gave rise to a set of ideas, but lying behind them as their source and origin was the risen Christ.


Mental assent to a set of ideas, rules or beliefs isn't the same as the experience of encountering Jesus Christ. The central question of Christianity is not, "Do you believe this idea or that idea?" but, "who do you say Jesus Christ is?" And once this question is answered adequately and accurately, the big question is, "What is your personal relationship with Him?"


I would not be misunderstood at this point.  I am by no means saying that doctrine is unimportant.  Doctrine is important, but it is like a signpost to point the way to a real, intimate personal relationship to Jesus Christ.  If I wanted to go to Shreveport and did not know the way, a signpost could help me.  But woe to me if I climb up and sit on the signpost itself, as though that would get me to Shreveport! Doctrines are like signposts that point the way to the Savior.  But if you have only believed the sign without meeting the Savior, you have had a counterfeit conversion.


Another counterfeit conversion is the merely emotional conversion.  The emotional conversion is simply a conversion to a feeling, or by a feeling.  In this type of counterfeit conversion, feeling is everything.  The man who has had this type of conversion spends a large part of his life after the conversion try​ing to feel right.  If he feels right, he is confident that all is well between him and God.  But if for any reason the feeling is not there, he is miserable, and runs to find it again.  He goes to church, to evangelistic services, and to special conferences in order to get the feeling.


Again, an illustration might help to reveal the counterfeit.  This is an actual case history, a true story.  The person was a small child at the time.  She was in an evangelistic meeting one night.  In the invitation, the congregation sang a hymn which was deeply moving and packed with emotion.  Gripped by the song, the little girl began to cry.  The pastor saw her, walked to where she was standing, and asked her if she believed that Jesus Christ died for her sins.  Of course she answered, "Yes," because she had been raised in a Christian home and had always believed this.  Then the pastor put his hand on her shoulder and led in prayer, thanking God that she had come under conviction of sin.  She said years later, "That was where he was wrong.  I had had no conviction of sin at all.  I was crying because the music was sad, the emotional pitch of the serv​ice was very high, and the emotion of the moment had gotten me." But the pastor told her that she was converted, and because he said so she tried to believe it.  So another unconverted person was added to the rolls of the church.


Again, I would not be misunderstood.  Emotion may be a very vital part of genuine conversion, but it is not equal to conversion, and should not be regarded as the test of conversion.  A merely emotional conversion is a counterfeit.


Another counterfeit conversion is the merely moral conversion.  In this type of conversion, a person who has been morally bad becomes morally good.  This is the kind of conversion that is often referred to when someone says, "I made a change." This is a conversion to a set of ideals or to a moral standard.  It is possible to make a complete moral change and never be converted.  In place of one set of conduct patterns, the individual acquires another which is more acceptable and praiseworthy.  There is many a man who used to curse, and thought that when he quit cussing, that made him a Christian.  There is many a man who used to drink, and thought that when he quit drinking, that made him a Christian.  This is counterfeit conversion.


So it is possible to have a psychological conversion without a spiritual new birth.  It is possible to profess conversion without any vital transformation taking place in the life and character of the “convert,” to assume the name of Christian without any real change within.  And the profession may be in good faith because of a lack of experience!  This leads to the tragic possibility of a person evaluating Christ and Christianity through the blind eyes (II Corinthians 4:4) of a mere natural man (I Corinthians 2:14).  Only the truly born-again person will know the vast difference between the profession of a natural man and the conversion of a spiritual man.  

The fact of the matter is, a person can be converted to almost any​thing—to the minister, to the church, to the youth program, to the Sunday School, to some dynamic Christian—and none of these, either singly or together with others, adds up to a Christian conversion.

II. CHRISTIAN CONVERSION

There is only one conversion that may properly be called "Christian." The trouble with a doctrinal or emotional or moral conversion is the same in each case.  In each case I am left with the same sinful self.  I may have a new set of ideas, a good feeling, or a new set of ideals, but my person is basically the same. My inner life and character remain unchanged.  Such a person cannot understand the real nature of spiritual life.  He does not know that a real birth,  “birth from above,” the term Jesus used, has occurred.  “Except a person is born from above (gennetha anothen), he cannot see the kingdom of God,” said Jesus.  Just as a person is born physically to get into the human family, so he must be born spiritually to get into the family of God.  The only answer to the problem of my old sinful self is Christian conversion!


Two questions arise with regard to Christian conversion: First, “What is the meaning of conversion?” and secondly, “What are the means by which it occurs?”


First, what is the meaning of Christian conversion? The word "conversion" is not an exclusively Christian word. In fact, conversion is a quite common word with universal usage. We speak of converting fuel to energy; we speak of converting a factory from one kind of manufacturing to another; we speak of converting a check to cash. In the distinctively Christian sense, conversion means that the direction of one's life is changed; that one's mind is changed; that his inner character is radically and absolutely revolutionized and transformed, and something completely new and different (indeed, Someone) is now at the center of his life.  Author George Grant wrote, “According to the Bible, conversion is not simply an ethical or philosophical revision.  It is a transformation of the very soul.  It affects every detail of life.  A converted individual is altogether different than he was before.  He has new motivations, new standards, and new objectives.  He has a new outlook, a new way of thinking, and a new way of living.  He is born anew (see II Corinthians 5:17).” The simplicity of this will confound some, but a Christian conversion is simply conversion to Jesus Christ.


Robert Munger wrote, "During my college days, there was a boy whose room down the hall from me was a continual mess. It always looked as if a tornado had just recently torn through it. When a room is branded `messy' by college students, it's really messy. One evening we were endeavoring to crowd into this room, and he said somewhat apologetically, `I guess that what I need is a little system.' `Oh, no,' one of his friends quickly said, `what you need is not a little system. What you need is a little wife to live in this room and take care of it.' Even so, every sinner needs a new relationship, a new Resident, to live in his messy heart to forever cleanse it and change it.


The word "convert" simply means "to turn." In fact, the word "conversion" has in it several significant different shades of meaning.  It simply means "to turn around," or to do a 180 degree turn. But it also has several accessory ideas in it.  It means "to turn toward" a certain object. The difference is that between a wheel turning on its axis and a flower turning toward the sun. In Christian conversion, the human heart is attracted toward Jesus by the drawing power of the Holy Spirit, just as that flower was attracted to the sun by the warmth of its radiance.  It means also "to turn from one object to another", and the two objects are seen to be in direct opposition to each other. So Christian conversion is the turning of the sinner from sin and selfishness to Christ.  It means "to turn back to a point from which it had been  turned away." This introduces another dimension of Christian conversion. Conversion involves a great miraculous crisis that fixes the heart forever on Christ, but it also involves the process of overcoming all of those seductions of Satan, sin, and the world which would attempt to distract us from Christ. Someone has correctly said that there are two types of Christian conversion.  One could be called “revolutionary”; this type is sudden and dramatic and powerful.  The other could be called “evolutionary”; this type also involves a moment of transformation, but the preparation for it occurs through slow development and is much less dramatic. The process that always follows the moment of transformation is what Sam Shoemaker called "continuing conversion". A magnetic needle may be mechanically forced to point to the south, but as soon as it is freed from the mechanical pressure it will turn automatically again toward the north. Even so, a truly converted person may be temporarily and artificially distracted by the world, the flesh and the devil, but his heart will always finally overcome the artificial distraction and return to its “polar north,” the Person of Jesus Christ.


In short, conversion is the establishing of right relations with a living Lord and Savior. Christian conversion means that your life has been brought under the management of Jesus Christ. Robert Munger said it like this: "During the Second World War, thousands of bombing planes were sent on missions of destruction.  After the war a few of them were taken over for commercial service.  They are called `converted bombers.' A converted bomber is the same plane that once carried a lethal load of destruction. It has the same wings and fuselage, the same type motors, the same cockpit and instrument panel.  But there are several differences.  The bomb racks are gone.  The gun turret is gone.  The plane now has a new owner.  It carries new cargo.  It has a new pilot.  This is true conversion." Even so, if you have been truly converted to Christ, you have a new owner and a new pilot, and you carry a new cargo.  An almighty and loving God now owns your life; its pilot is Jesus Christ, who guides and controls you through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit; and you now have a new direction, new ambitions, new dynamic, and new resources for the living of an abundant life in Christ.  This is why Dr. E. Y. Mullins called conversion "the Christian life in germ form." In it is concentrated all of the elements of the Christian life which follows. So conversion installs into the believer the “DNA”, all the spiritual “genes and chromosomes” of the Christian life.


The other crucial question is, what are the means by which conversion occurs? The way is simple, but it produces an absolutely revolutionary change in life and living.  First, you must repent of your sins.  In fact, the Bible specifies that it is "repentance toward God" (the One against whom I have sinned).  Repentance is sometimes de​fined as being sorry for our sins. But repentance means far more than that.  Repentance means to adopt God's way of looking at things: God's way of seeing yourself and your self-centeredness (S-I-N, Self-Ish-Ness), God's way of seeing the solution of your sin‑problem, God's way of seeing life and its responsibilities, God's way of looking at the world.  To re​pent is to renounce the past and to turn your back on what you are, what you did, and how you viewed things.  When you do this, you do not lose your identity, you gain your true destiny!  When you truly repent, the mind of God becomes your point of reference for everything!  Then, the other step is faith.  Again, the Bible specifies that it is "faith in the Lord Jesus Christ." This involves complete surrender and total commitment to Jesus Christ.  The faith that converts is the faith that shifts the center of gravity in a sinner’s life from self to Jesus Christ.


An American preacher told of this beautiful incident which occurred at an all night prayer chain in his church.  Different church members had signed up for 30‑minute segments to form an all‑night prayer chain.  He had volunteered to pray at 2:30 in the morning.  When he arrived at the church and entered the sanctuary, the woman who had taken the 30‑minute segment before him was still kneeling in prayer at the prayer altar.  He waited at the door, but it became apparent that she was struggling with something in her life that was unsurrendered to God.  Her prayer increased in fervency as the minutes passed.  Finally, when she had prayed fifteen minutes overtime, the preacher walked down the aisle of the church from behind her and said gently, "I'll take over now." There was a moment of silence, then the praying woman looked up at him and with a radiant smile, she said, "Everything is all right.  The Lord Jesus just told me that He would take over now." She had been so intense in her prayer that she had unknowingly transferred his words to Christ.  What a beautiful illustration of the meaning of Christian conversion.  Conversion is never Christian until Jesus Christ has taken over our entire lives. When Christ becomes central in everything, you are converted.


Our real trouble is that He has been on the margin of our lives,  and our lives have been dominated by something else entirely, usually self!  If Jesus Christ is not central in  your life, you have not been converted to Him, or you had a counterfeit conversion.


Charles Simeon, the great Cambridge pastor, was asked about the process of conversion. He wrote, "Conversion is contrary to the course of nature, and can only be brought about by God's almighty power. Before conversion, the person's heart and mind flow steadily downward—away from his Creator, by a natural tendency—toward destruction. After conversion, all its tendencies are changed, and it flows upwards from destruction, back again toward its Creator. Is this due to mere human agency? Certainly not! All the resources, all the capabilities, all the efforts of all the inhabitants 

of the globe could not do it. It is done by the invisible, infinite, miraculous power of God. Tell the worldling (who knows nothing of this power) these truths, and he will not only ridicule the whole idea, he will ridicule you for entertaining it."


Many years ago, a well-known Harvard psychologist named William James wrote a well-known book entitled Varieties of Religious Experience, in which he attempted to describe conversion. He calls conversion "the harmonizing of the divided self." He quotes many instances from Christian biographies. Professor James wrote, "To be converted, to be regenerated, to receive grace, to experience religion, to gain an assurance, are so many phrases which denote the process, gradual or sudden, by which a self hitherto divided and consciously wrong, inferior and unhappy, becomes unified and consciously right, superior and happy, in consequence of its firm hold upon religious realities."


Friends, that description is like trying to explain sunshine without referring to the sun! Christian conversion is inseparable from Christ and impossible without Christ. If the divided self is ever to be harmonized, it must be through the forgiveness of sin, the cleansing of the heart, the shifting of the inner center of gravity from self to Christ, and all that is bound up in the phrase "eternal life".


Conversion (of some kind) is common to all religions, but Christian conversion stands alone. It is not an end in itself but a means. It may be approached from a thousand points along different avenues, but ultimately it resolves itself into union with Christ through faith. Christian conversion is the supreme fact of human experience, and it is the biggest experience known to man. It is the determinative factor of the Christian and of the Christian church, allowing the fellowship of the Christian church to become a veritable river of Divine life. Otherwise, it would be a stagnant pool.


Charles Spurgeon, the great London pastor, said, "I have seen hundreds and thousands who have given their hearts to Jesus, but I never did see one who said he was disappointed with Him. I never met one who said Jesus Christ was less than He  was declared to be. When first my own eyes beheld Him, when the burden slipped from my heavy-laden shoulders, and I was freed from condemnation, I thought that all the preachers I had ever heard had not half preached the truth of it, they had not told half the beauty of my Lord and Master, so good, so generous, so gracious, so willing to forgive; it seemed to me as if they had slighted Him with small words, that they had almost slandered Him; they painted His likeness, doubtless, as well as they could, but it was a mere smudge compared with the matchless beauties of His face. All who have ever truly known Him will say the same."  As a deeply “satisfied customer,” I whole-heartedly concur with Mr. Spurgeon’s words, lamenting only the poverty of language to define and describe Christian conversion.


Let me conclude the message with a series of personal conversion testimonies. I will break into the life stories of several people at the point of their conversion.


The first is the story of Joy Davidman, who became the wife of C. S. Lewis. Lewis once remarked that "every story of conversion is a story of blessed defeat." But the "blessed defeat" is often preceded by a bad defeat, which is the necessary preparation for the blessed defeat of Christian conversion. If anyone was badly defeated, it was Joy Davidman. She had come through agnosticism, atheism, socialism, communism, and several terrible relationships. On the particular night of her conversion, her babies were quiet and in bed. No one else was in the apartment. There was no one left to call. Joy was alone with herself, her fears, and the quiet. She confessed that "for the first time my pride was forced to admit that I was not, after all, `the master of my fate' and `the captain of my soul.' All my defenses — the walls of arrogance and cocksureness and self-love behind which I had hid from God —  went down instantaneously — and God came in."


Joy later described her conversion in these words: "It is infinite, unique; there are no words, there are no comparisons. Can one scoop up the sea in a teacup? Those who have known God will understand me; the others, I find, can neither listen nor understand. There was a Person with me in that room, directly present to my consciousness—a Person so real that all my previous life was by comparison a mere shadow play. And I myself was more alive than I had ever been; it was like waking from sleep. So intense an experience cannot be endured long by flesh and blood; we must ordinarily take spiritual life watered down, diluted as it were, by time and space and matter."


During this intensely spiritual episode Joy was stunned to find herself on her knees, praying. "I must say I was the world's most surprised atheist." To her astonishment, the formerly ardent materialist not only knew that God was there, but that "He had always been there" and that He loved her. Such was Joy's conversion experience. She said, "Whatever the order of things, I repented, God came in, and I was changed. I have been turning into a different person since that day."


In his autobiography, Eighty Adventurous Years, Sherwood Eddy told how he was a selfish and cynical student at Yale until he went to hear evangelist Dwight L. Moody preach. He wrote, "Before Mr. Moody has finished, I saw myself as I was. I also saw Moody as he was, an uneducated man using bad grammar, but under God shaking the continent of America as he had moved the colleges and cities of Great Britain. A great thirst suddenly sprang up in my heart. Oh for a man to arise in me, that the man I was might cease to be! That night I forgot about my `good time', my good life, my good works. I went out into the field and by a big rock I wrestled with my own selfishness and sin. That night marked the turning point in my life. Jesus Christ came to dwell in me, and God became forever real to me."


Ten thousand more conversion accounts could be rehearsed, but I will give only one more. Remember the words of our text: "Except ye be converted, and become as little children, you cannot enter the Kingdom of God." We sometimes think that a child needs an adult's understanding to be saved, but actually, every adult needs a child's heart to be saved.


Author Alan Emery related his conversion in these words; "In those days I slept in an upstairs room. In the winter it was bitterly cold there, but I liked hearing the wind rattle the windows and it was an adventure. I had a radio, and when I went to bed at night, I listened to it. Sunday nights I listened to Tremont Temple Baptist Church, where Dr. J. Whitcomb Brougher was the pastor.  He told the best stories and funniest jokes. One night he spoke from John 3, and he explained, to my understanding, that salvation was a personal relationship between the Lord Jesus Christ and the believer. One could not be saved by being good, nor by one's church membership, nor by family respectability or position. One must be `born again'."


"The Holy Spirit made this truth very real to me. When Dr. Braugher asked for a decision, I slipped onto the cold floor and said, `Dear God, I know I've sinned and I don't have much to offer You, but You can have me right now and for the rest of my life. I want to exchange my badness for Your goodness. I want to be of use to you and I accept Your Son into my heart and I accept Your promise to make me `born again' through Him."


"I climbed back into bed, knowing that I was a child of God in a personal way. I had submitted to His claims upon my life—and the reality of the Cross and the Resurrection were sealed to my heart. From that moment to this, I have been wholly convinced that a transaction took place that transcends time and eternity. The Love I had understood as a child had been made available to me. As I had been the beloved child of wonderful parents I was now the child of The King."


Dear friend, we have almost been listening to the breathing of God as we have heard these testimonies. But what about you? Have you been converted—by Christ, to Christ, into Christ? If you have never been converted to Christ, let the testimonies of these believers lead you to Christ. Jesus said, "Him that cometh to me, I will in no wise cast out."
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CONVERSION TESTIMONIES

Englishman Robert Blatchford


At one time an Englishmen Robert Blatchford was editor of an influential magazine designed to destroy Christianity and all religions.  He expressed his atheistic views in such statements as these: “I claim that the idea of a ‘heavenly Father’ is a myth; that in face of a knowledge of life and the world, we cannot reasonably believe in Him.  There is no heavenly Father watching tenderly over us, His children.  He is the baseless shadow of a wistful human dream.  I do not believe in a god....  If God were a God of love, He would not choose to create a world in which hate and pain should have such a place.  Why does He permit pain and hate to continue?”  But when Blatchford’s wife died, the atheist discovered that atheism holds out no comfort to a bereft heart.  He realized that he desperately needed the God whom he had denied and fought.  In his desperation, he cried out to God for pardon in the name of Jesus Christ.  He found God merciful and forgiving, and received the gift of eternal life from His hand.  Thereafter, Robert Blatchford testified of his transformed life and offered to others the very one whom he had denied.


Islamic Scholar Daud Rahbar


Daud Rahbar was a professor of Islamic studies of the Punjab University of Pakistan.  His doctoral thesis was entitled, God of Justice: A Study in the Ethical Doctrine of the Quran.  His mind was very troubled to see that God had created man and had allow him to suffer.  Yet God Himself went through no suffering, thus making Himself so alien to one of the most common human experiences.  After studying intensely the life and claims of Jesus Christ, he wrote, “If the Biblical narrative about Jesus is a myth and if the Creator is other than that Divine Martyr Jesus, then He is a Creator who ought to vacate His heavenly throne for the Supreme Being Jesus.  But the truth is that the Eternal Creator and the Divine Martyr Jesus are one and the same Being.”  This is what missionary E. Stanley Jones meant when he said, “If God is not like Jesus, He is not at good as He could be.” When Dr. Rahbar encountered the love of God expressed through the death of Jesus for our sins, both his philosophical quest and the need of his heart were satisfied.  He exchanged empty religion for eternal life through a living relationship with Jesus Christ.  (The italics in Dr. Rahbar’s testimony are mine, not his)

Indian Abdus Subhan


As a young boy, Abdus Subhan of India was possessed of a fanatical faith in his religion.  He felt a tremendous hunger for God—not just to know about Him, but actually to know Him.  In his search to satisfy this hunger, he turned to mysticism.  Even in mysticism, however, he could not find the answer to his heart’s longing.  One day a copy of the New Testament was placed in his hands.  This book, he had been warned, was corrupted, blasphemous, and evil.  In spite of such teaching, Subhand was overwhelmed with a sudden desire to find out what it said.  As he read, he came to realize that this Book is true and contains the deep things of God.  Best of all, he found there the answer to his heart’s search—Jesus Christ.  The way was not easy for Abdus Subhan.  To follow Jesus meant to undergo the taunts and indignities hurled upon him by his former friends and neighbors.  Yet the strength and the joy which he found in Christ were more than sufficient to make up for the vilest abuse which men could utter.  Subhan had found life, real life, eternal life!  Later in life, Subhan summed up his experience in this way: “In accepting Christ and Christianity, I accepted the leadership of One Who is able to change life and give strength in weakness.  He enables me to overcome things which mar and destroy life, and gives peace in my heart and grace of life victoriously, and grants the right of citizenship in Heaven.  I have found that Christianity is Christ, and that to be a Christian means to live in His fellowship.”


Saul of Tarsus


Paul, the first great Christian missionary, expressed the philosophical content and the personal transformation of his conversion to Christ in these words: “But all these things that I once thought very worthwhile—now I’ve thrown them all away so that I can put my trust and hope in Christ alone.  Yes, everything else is worthless when compared with the priceless gain of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.  I have put aside all else, counting it worth less than nothing, in order that I can have Christ, and become one with Him, no longer counting on being saved by being good enough or by obeying God’s laws, but by trusting Christ to save me; for God’s way of making us right with Himself depends on faith—counting on Christ alone.  Now I have given up everything else—I have found it to be the only way to really know Christ and to experience the mighty power that brought Him back to life again, and to find out what it means to suffer and to die with Him” (Philippians 3:7-10).

Frenchman Blaise Pascal


One of the most brilliant men of history was the French mathematician, philosopher, and inventor, Blaise Pascal.  His biography is entitled, Emergence of Genius.  Several dominant modern inventions had their inception in the mind of Pascal.  Pascal was a man of great mind and great common sense.  He described the theory of probabilities, a mathematically rigorous means of determining the chances of an even taking place, as “at bottom only common sense reduced to calculation: it makes us appreciate with exactitude what reasonable minds feel by a sort of instinct”.  Following his death, a paper was found sewn into his coat.  The paper had become a constant, secret companion, carefully hidden in the lining of one jacket after another as he changed them.  The paper was a description of the life-transforming moment of Pascal’s conversion to Christ.  I will pass over the more dramatic part of the story to give you his testimony: “God of Abraham, God of Isaac, God of Jacob, not of philosophers and scholars.  Certitude.  Certitude.  Joy.  Feeling.  Peace.  God of Jesus Christ.  My God.  Forgetfulness of the world and of everything, except God.  He is to be found only by the way taught by the Gospel.  Greatness of the soul of man.  ‘Righteous Father, the world has not known You, but I have known You.’  Joy, joy, joy, tears of joy .... Total submission to Jesus Christ.”  Here are the elements of Christian conversion.  


In his classic book entitled Pensees (the French word for “thoughts”), Pascal places ultimate truth in a philosophical formula: 1. If the atheist is right and the Christian is wrong, the atheist has gained nothing and the Christian has lost nothing.  2.  If the Christian is right and the atheist is wrong, the Christian wins everything and the atheist loses everything (!).  Pascal clearly declares that he has no illusions about the intellectual value of the wager in arguing for an acceptance of belief, but he is not here addressing himself to the intelligence of his reader.  Instead, he asks him as a gambling man to consider what he may stand to lost or win in betting that God does exist—or in betting that He does.  Then Pascal, who has shown expertise in the law of probability, tells the gambler that the odds are such that a man is an utter fool not to gamble on His existence and to seek Christ.   With such a “gamble” before you, and with such odds at stake, is it reasonable to ignore a Man Who lovingly died for you, and rose again from the dead, proving that He was no mere Man?  Joining Pascal, I would sincerely ask any unconverted reader to seriously reconsider the Person, Work, and Claims of Jesus Christ.  



G. Gordon Liddy, Mastermind of the Watergate Burglaries


If you are old enough, you will remember G. Gordon Liddy, the menacing mastermind of the Watergate burglaries that toppled President Richard Nixon back in the 1970s.  Gordon Liddy was, and still is, a colorful and complex character.  As a sickly and easily frightened child, Liddy resolved to become strong and conquer his fears by facing them down.  Because he feared heights and electricity, for example, he would climb to the top of electrical towers.  Because he feared rodents, he roasted and ate part of a rat.  His will, he determined, would become stronger than anything he confronted.  To Liddy, the world was always a challenge to be conquered.  He became a pilot, an ABI agent, an attorney, and a White House aide.  Then the Watergate scandal was uncovered—and Liddy was right in the midst of it.  But he would not be broken.  Subpoenaed to testify in court, he was asked to swear to “tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth.”  “No,” responded Liddy.  He was eventually given a twenty-one-year sentence, served four years, and was paroled.  He returned home to his wife and family, started several businesses, and became a popular lecturer.  He even accepted some acting roles on television.  One evening during a guest appearance on “Late Night With David Letterman,” the talk-show host asked Liddy, “What happens when we die?”  “We are food for the worms,” replied Liddy.  Gordon Liddy had conquered every challenge set before him, but he couldn’t shake the memory of that casual exchange with Letterman.  It created a deep sense of uneasiness—and he didn’t know why.  He started thinking about God.  “Be definition, God is infinite, and we are finite,” Liddy reasoned.  “It is contrary to the rules of logic for a finite being to be able to comprehend the infinite.  So . . . there has to be some communication.  That infinite being is going to have to tell me.  I am never going to be able to apprehend that myself.”  But was there any communication?  “Then,” Liddy says, “a light went on in my head.  That’s what the Bible is all about!”  The Bible was not merely a historical record; it was God’s means of communicating with finite man.  But since it would be impossible for a finite being to be worthy of the infinite, there must be something more.  So that must be where Christ comes in, thought Liddy.  God must have sent His Son to win that which we cannot win for ourselves and to continue the communication.  At that point he realized Christ was who He claimed to be, and Gordon Liddy trusted Him and became a Christian.  (Told by another Watergate participant, Charles Colson, in his book, Against the Night)

London Editor Malcolm Muggeridge


Malcolm Muggeridge was the well-known editor of Punch in London, and a keen and caustic critic of religion.  His conversion to Christ shocked both the elite of British society and the common reader of the popular Punch magazine.  The overt aspects of his quest became evident when he wrote and talked about the death of Christ.  In The London Observer, he traced in some detail the story found in the four Gospels, and then how it has been thought of through the centuries.  As a non-Christian, Muggeridge examined all this and then concludes that such a tragic death should leave us with horror and dread.  The remarkable thing is, however, that even he had to admit that since that death the whole world has gradually become aware of that death as no other death.  Thus the world has had to reckon with the broken body of Christ.  The people of the world who have not yet believed have, nevertheless, admitted that the message of the Cross is now found everywhere, solely becaue of “that death of deaths,” as he called it.  It is important to realize this investigation when the news came out some time later that Muggeridge had become a Christian and a disciple of Jesus Christ.  On a later occasion, he addressed the students of Edinburgh University and told them, “So I have come to that other King, Jesus; to the Christian idea that man’s efforts to make himself personally and collectively happy in earthly terms are doomed to failure.  I can testify to that by personal experience.  Man must indeed, as Christ said, be born again, be a new man, or he’s nothing.  I can testify to this new birth, also, by personal experience.  This is what I have been brought to see, having failed to find in past experience, present dilemmas and future expectations, any valid alternative proposition.  As far as I am concerned, it is Christ or nothing.”  (Again, the italics are mine)





Dennis Kinlaw, President of Asbury College


When I a young man, I came to know Christ is a vital, victorious way.  I had been a member of my parents’ church for two or three years, having grown up in a devoutly religious family.  My family took me to church every Sunday morning and evening, and occasionally (to insult me?), they took me to Wednesday night prayer meeting.  But those were the days of an emerging Protestant liberalism, and I grew up with no consciousness of anything more than religious form and ceremony. 
Religion was just a part of life to me.  However, I must admit that it was exactly that, nothing more than sterile religion.  Then one day, I found myself in a place where I was confronted with the presentation of the claims of Christ on me personally, and I could not escape.  On that occasion, I was genuinely converted by the power of the Holy Spirit acting upon my mind and heart.  That conversion changed my life in two significant ways.  First, Christ stepped out of history and out of religious institutionalism and became a living Person to me.  Coming from my background in those religiously liberal days, I never anticipated meeting an intelligent, educated person who believed in the literal Resurrection of Christ.  But I came to see that believing in the literal Resurrection of Christ is the only intelligent response to all the evidences we are given.  When I believed in the Resurrection, I soon met the risen Christ, and when I met the risen Christ, I had no trouble fully believing in His Resurrection.  I knew what life was like when Christ was not there, and I began to discover the difference of what life is like when He is there.  Second, I had a new appreciation and understanding of Scripture.  Of course, we read the Scriptures in Sunday School and church.  My father, who had been converted, kept a Bible on his law desk.  It was his pattern and my mother’s to read the Scriptures every day.  Before my conversion, I assumed that if I was to be a sincere Christian I should read the Scriptures, too.  So I tried to read a chapter every day to satisfy my conscience.  I might just as well have been reading the Greek multiplication table as far as understanding (and edification) was concerned; I did it out of duty.  The incredible thing is that, when God touched my heart in conversion, He also touched my mind with understanding, and I could understand the Scripture as never before.  The person who led me to Christ had given me a small copy of the Gospel of John published by Moody Press, a paperback book with a red cover and underlined in the right places.  I put it in my shirt pocket and when I played ball as a young man my perspiration caused the ink to run, making red marks on my shirt.  But I did not want to be without that little book because Christ was continuing to come alive for me through it.  I did not think I could live without it.  Years later, I have understood that nothing is as significant to a human being as the day Scripture comes alive to him.  This is one great evidence of true conversion to Christ.  

Princeton Professor Emile Cailliet


Emile Cailliet, a French professor of philosophy at Princeton University, had been an ardent atheist for years.  He had married a Scottish Presbyterian girl, but she had agreed with his demand that they would not have a Bible in their home.  When their first child was born, all of the spiritual aspirations in Cailliet’s wife came to her afresh.  She began to think of what she wanted for her child.  One day as she was pushing the baby in a baby buggy, she passed a little Huguenot church and noticed that the door was open.  She went in and was met by the pastor.  She asked him, “Do you have a Bible in French?”  He smiled and gave her a copy.  With some feeling of guilt, she put it in the baby clothes and smuggled it back into their home.  Without the encouragement and inspiration that Scripture gives to a believer, Cailliet had to seek a substitute.  So he went through the literature of the ages and copied out any inspirational passage that he could find.  There he put into a notebook for his own solace and encouragement, thinking that when his spirits were low he could turn to that book for strength.  The day he finished his notebook, he sat down under a tree to enjoy his work.  To his deep astonishment, he found that it did not really speak to him; this creation of his own carried no strength of persuasion.  Dejected, he returned home and put his book on the shelf.  At that moment, his wife walked in with the Bible.  Apologetically, she tried to explain why she had gotten it; but Cailliet grabbed the book from her hands, rushed to his study, and began reading.  He had never seen a Bible.  He opened it by chance at the Beatitudes and began to read.  The result was shock and surprise.  He comment was, “It found me out.  It discovered me to myself.”  It was as if the One who wrote the book knew all about him.  The result was a transformation of life that led to a change of vocation.  Every truly converted person has discovered that Jesus knows where he is, where he ought to be, and how he can get there!  What God shows us about ourselves on the pages of His Word is the real shock, and what God does to make us His children is the real surprise of grace.  


Russian Novelist Fyodor Dostoyevsky


One of the most monumental figures in world literature is Fyodor Dostoyevsky, without question the greatest psychological novelist who has ever lived.  His novels stand like a monument to the survival of Christianity — and helped to account for it — through the Communist control of Russia and her satellite states.  Dostoyevsky was sickened by the complacent, corrupt society of nineteenth century Russia, and thus he was powerfully attracted to the radical revolutionaries who arrived on the scene.  He began to dabble with their ideas, and then he joined their groups.  Finally, he was arrested and sent to Siberian exile.  For the next four years, from December 24, 1849, to February 15, 1854, convict Dostoyevsky wore ten-pound chains attached to each ankle.  They were with him in the open freight car that took him and the other prisoners through blizzards across the Ural Mountains into Siberia.  After 18 days of traveling in ten-hour periods, Dostoyevsky and the others arrived in Tobolsk, Siberia, the redistribution center for prisoners sentenced to hard labor. 


The most terrifying episode of his stay in Siberia occurred near the beginning of his imprisonment.  Along with other “capital” prisoners, he was sentence to die before a firing squad in 1849.  None of the prisoners who were condemned with him suspected that this was a “mock execution,” “a lesson gained by the threat of death,” and all were mortified as they were lined up before the soldiers holding rifles.  All of the prisoners suffered shock; two even went insane.  At the last moment, a soldier rode up on a horse, holding in his hand a “last-minute pardon extended by the infinite clemency of His Majesty the Emperor.”  The entire episode was cruelly staged.  Dostoyevsky gives us a description of this terrifying moment in his book, The Idiot.  


His conversion to Christ occurred in the Siberian labor camp.  In the early days of his Siberian imprisonment, he was visited by a remarkable Russian woman, Natalya Fonvizina, who had followed her own husband into Siberian 25 years earlier after his conviction on a similar conspiracy charge.  She prayed for Dostoyevsky and gave him a New Testament.  After she departed, Dostoyevsky examined the book in his hands.  In it were 25 ruble notes, all the money he was to have for four years.  The small financial treasure was soon spent, but the New Testament became the treasure of his life—and introduced him to God’s treasure.  He read and re-read it, later declaring that “it lay under my pillow for four years during penal servitude.  I read it often, and read it to others.  With it, I taught one convict to read.”  Thus, instead of pursuing the anarchist and socialist utopias that were all the rage, he dug to the root of the Gospel and anchored himself and his faith at the Cross of Christ.  He wrote, “The New Testament provided me with the means of entering into and dwelling in the passion and exaltation of Jesus.”  Many years later, he read to his own children from this same New Testament on his deathbed, and it was buried with him, lying under his folded hands on his chest.


Dostoyevsky wrote, “Here is my creed: there is nothing more beautiful, more profound, mor sympathetic, more reasonable, more courageous and more perfect than Christ; and not only is there nothing, but I tell myself with jealous love that there never could be.  Moveover, if someone were to ‘prove’ to me that Christ is outside the truth, then I would prefer to remain with Christ rather than with the truth.”  This is the ringing testimony of another sinner solidly converted by Christ, to Christ, and for Christ.
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