“WHAT FUELS THE CHRISTIAN MOVEMENT?”
(Luke 24:13-53)


“And, behold, two of them went that same day to a village called Emmaus, which was from Jerusalem about threescore furlongs.  And they talked together of all these things which had happened.  And it came to pass, that, while they communed together and reasoned, Jesus himself drew near, and went with them.  But their eyes were holden that they should not know him.  And he said unto them, What manner of communications are these that ye have one to another, as ye walk, and are sad?  And the one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answering said unto him, Art thou only a stranger in Jerusalem, and has not known the things which are come to pass there in these days?  And he said unto them, What things?  And they said unto him, Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, which was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people:  And how the chief priests and our rulers delivered him to be condemned to death, and have crucified him.  But we trusted that it had been he which should have redeemed Israel: and beside all this, today is the third day since these things were done.  Yea, and certain women also of our company made us astonished, which were early at the sepulcher; And when they found not his body, they came, saying, that they had also seen a vision of angels, which said that he was alive.  And certain of them which were with us went to the sepulcher, and found it even so as the women had said: but him they saw not.  Then he said unto them, O fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken:  Ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter into his glory?  And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself.  And they drew night unto the village, whither they went: and he made as though he would have gone further.  But they constrained him, saying, Abide with us: for it is toward evening, and the day is far spent.  And he went in to tarry with them.  And it came to pass, as he sat at meat with them, he took bread, and blessed it, and brake, and gave to them.  And their eyes were opened, and they knew him; and he vanished out of their sight.  And they said one to another, Did not our heart burn with us, while he talked with us by the way, and while he opened to us the scriptures?  And they rose up the same hour, and returned to Jerusalem, and found the eleven gathered together, and them that were with them, Saying, The Lord is risen indeed, and hath appeared to Simon.  And they told what things were done in the way, and how he was known of them in breaking of bread.  And as they thus spake, Jesus himself stood in the midst of them, and saith unto them, Peace be unto you.  But they were terrified and affrighted, and supposed that they had seen a spirit.  And he said unto them, Why are ye troubled?  And why do thoughts arise in your hearts?  Behold my hands and my feet, that it is I myself: handle me, and see; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me have.  And when he had thus spoken, he showed them his hands and his feet.  And while they yet believed not for joy, and wondered, he said unto them, Have ye here any meat?  And they gave him a piece of a broiled fish, and of an honeycomb.  And he took it, and did eat before them.  And he said unto them, These are the words which I spake unto you, while I was yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the psalms, concerning me.  Then opened he their understanding, that they might understand the scriptures.  And said unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day.

And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.  And ye are witnesses of these things.  And, behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on high.  And he led them out as far as to Bethany, and he lifted up his hands, and blessed them.  And it came to pass, while he blessed them, he was parted from them, and carried up into heaven.  And they worshipped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy:  And were continually in the temple, praising and blessing God.  Amen.


This text of Scripture provides one of the most extensive accounts of the appearances of Jesus after His resurrection.  The first people who saw Jesus alive after His resurrection were women.  The first men to see Jesus alive after His resurrection were not Apostles, but common, ordinary men.  And the first Apostle to see Jesus alive after His resurrection was the one who had denied Him with cursing and swearing!   You see, the grace of God is totally oblivious to social convention, and moral preference, and human qualification.  A humanistic writer would have never allowed these “inconsistencies” to fill his pages, but the Gospel varies widely from the usual order of human thinking.


The Lord of glory has just shattered death and left it in a defeated heap at His feet—and he goes to spend the afternoon on a long walk with two despondent disciples!  George Eliot, who was herself the writer of several recognized works of literature, called this story “the loveliest story in the world.”  What makes it so beautiful?  It has to do with the simplest things, the most homely and innocent of all things.  A dusty road out to a rural village; two very ordinary people; a talk along the road.  There is nothing very poetic or romantic about three people talking as they plod through a slow seven-mile walk.  You have a country village, a country cottage, a very simple invitation, a very frugal meal—and that is all!  Yet out of these homely, ordinary, commonplace materials, the Spirit of God has woven a story which has thrilled folk the world over for over two thousand years and which never loses its appeal.  But, of course, we understand why.  It is the intrusion of the Living Lord into the story which adds the Divine romance to the account.  


The story can be approached from any one of many angles.  In this study, I want to explore it by answering the question, Where has the motivation come from that has carried the mighty Christian movement for over two-thousand years?  Why has not this movement “played out” and passed into oblivion?  Why are over 85,000 people professing Jesus Christ every day all over the world?   What makes the Gospel engine run?  What fuels the Christian movement?  Let us look at four stimulants as they are seen in this story.

I. The PERSONAL COMPANIONSHIP of the SAVIOR, 13-27

The first thing that fuels the Christian movement is the personal companionship of the Savior in the pathways of life.  Read the story again and remember that it is a microcosm, a “mock-up” of the very things Jesus wants to do with you today.  He will join you in your daily walk today, but you must be very alert.  The men in this story finished their walk and arrived home before they recognized that it was Jesus with Whom they had been visiting!  

A.  Note the setting in which He revealed Himself

Note the setting in which Jesus manifested Himself to them.  Two disciples of Jesus were walking on the afternoon of the resurrection from Jerusalem to Emmaus, “and they talked together of all these things which had happened.  And it came to pass, that, while they communed together and reasoned, Jesus Himself drew near, and went with them.”  “And he said unto them, What manner of communications are these that ye have one to another, as ye walk, and are sad?”  What a quaint, descriptive setting this is, and how it unfolds the way Jesus Christ works!  Note that these two disciples were talking about Him and His Death when He joined them in the conversation (!!!).  It seems that this procedure always draws His attention and His Presence.  

A few lines in the book of the minor prophet Malachi will explain this Divine procedure.  “Those who feared the LORD talked with each other, and the LORD listened and heard.  A scroll of remembrance was written in His presence concerning those who feared the LORD and honored His name.  ‘They will be Mine,’ says the LORD Almighty, ‘in the day when I make up My treasured possession.  I will spare them, just as in compassion a man spares his son who serves him.’”   God pays careful attention when His purchased and pardoned children fellowship together and talk about Him.  You see, much of what we call “fellowship” often omits the defining ingredient, intense personal talk about Him.  Is this vital?  Absolutely, because without it, there is no evidence of a real dominant relationship with Him at all, and with it, the Jesus-centered person is only demonstrating where his heart is, where his love lies, what his interests really are.  

One line in the story provides a great model of this intense personal talk about the Person and Work of Christ.  In verse 17, Jesus asked, “What manner of communications are these that ye have one to another, as ye walk, and are sad?”  The word translated “communications” is a world in a word, an expressive education about Christian fellowship.  In Greek, the root word is “ballo,” which means “to throw”.  A prepositional prefix is attached, the word “anti,” which means “at the other end of,” and  the full word contains the idea of throwing something back and forth.  So these two forlorn disciples were agonizingly throwing ideas of recollection and frustration and interpretation and inquisition back and forth in turn, all of it centered in the Person and Death of Jesus.  Like a ping-pong ball bouncing back and forth, they were bouncing their ideas about Jesus back and forth between them.   It was while they were so engaged that “Jesus Himself drew near, and went with them.”  Christian, if you want to know the manifest Presence of Christ, meet often with another Christian or a group of Christians, and let the conversation center, not on the trivia of daily “stuff,” but on the Treasure of Jesus and His Work in you and in the world.

When I am with some Christians, the struggle to communicate is a drag, and we will invariably talk about the weather, or the latest sports event, or some other trivial item.  Did you hear about the television weather forecaster who moved out of the country because the climate didn’t agree with him?  Why is it that so many Christians have never broken “the silence barrier,” that they are bound and gagged when the conversation moves to Jesus Christ?  Friends, how can a person validly claim to be building his eternity around a Person Whose Name he is uncomfortable to speak?  It is apparent that “out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks,” as Jesus said.  So what does silence about Him say? Is the heart abundantly empty?  
B.  Note the scheme of His self-revelation

Note the scheme Jesus follows in His post-resurrection appearances.  Look at the indirect route He takes in reaching us—not the way of sight, but the way of faith.  Verse 16 clearly says that “their eyes were held that they should not know Him.”  Later in the story (verse 31), we read that “their eyes were opened, and they knew Him.”  Both key verbs in these sentences are passive voice verbs, which means that some other agent is responsible for both the sightlessness and the sight.  God blinded their eyes at the beginning of the story, and God gave them sight at the end!  Why?  So that they would not depend on sight, but on Him!  “We walk by faith, not by sight” (II Corinthians 4:7), and He will take every necessary measure to enforce that rule.  

It is very important to note a change in His self-references in this story. Jesus did not say, “See, I am alive after all!”  He doesn’t even talk about Himself by the name they are comfortable with, “Jesus.”  He deliberately abandons the name that would picture a continuation of the old, familiar relationship.  No, He speaks to them instead about “the Christ,” the word for the long-expected, long-awaited Messiah.  This is the title which He gives to Himself in this passage.  They had spoken of “Jesus of Nazareth” (verse 19), His human name in its historical frame of reference.  But He would not at this point limit Himself merely to that name and that frame of reference.  He had just moved into pure eternity by His resurrection from the dead!  Remember, they were mourning and despondent because He had died.  Their reasoning was, “If He died, He could not have been the Messiah.”  But the reality was, If He had not died, He could not have been the Messiah.  An entire world of Divine reasoning and understanding lies behind the reality, and human understanding with its eyes closed never understands.  It is only when God opens the eyes and makes the man see that he understands the Divine Mind behind it all.  When God does that, the illumined person wonders how he could have been so desperately blind! 

The key line of this part of the story is this one:  “Jesus Himself drew near, and went with them.”  Here is Someone wonderfully good, “Jesus Himself.”  Then, something incredibly better, “Jesus Himself drew near.”  Then, something superlatively the Very Best, “Jesus Himself drew near, and went with them.”  Note the sequence of the story.  On the way out from Jerusalem to Emmaus, a “stranger” was with them, and though he was remarkably insightful and intriguing, they did not recognize Him.  Then, inside their home, He “opened their eyes, and they knew Him.”  Then, they hurried back to Jerusalem on quick feet to tell the news, and though He was not physically with them, they relived every moment of the outward journey as if it were happening all over again.  


What fuels the Christian movement?  Jesus is doing the same thing today.  When His people speak to one another in His Name, He Himself (!) draws near (!), and goes with them (!).   Today, as then, He personally walks with us in the way. 

II.  His PRIVATE CORRECTION of our STRUGGLES, 28-44


Secondly, the Christian movement is fueled by Christ’s private correction of our personal struggles. Along with His cure come some special revelations that are inherent in His resurrection.

A.  The nature of His supernatural resurrection body

What a commentary is here about the nature of His resurrection body—and ours. Look at the recorded facts:  (1) He still bore the wounds of Calvary (and He will forever, reigning in Heaven as “the Lamb as it had been slain”).  (2)  His body was a real body, according to His own testimony, of “flesh and bones.”  (3) His body was not subject to our usual limitations of time, space or density.  It passed through walls and doors unimpeded (so which is the more solid of the two, the wall or His resurrection body???). (4) He (His body) appeared and dis-appeared at His will.  Where did He go when He disappeared?  Merely out of their sight, not out of their presence!  Why did He hopscotch back and forth for forty days between visibility and invisibility in the presence of His disciples?  In order to teach them that He was no less present with them when they could not see them than He was when they could!  So where is Jesus right now?  “With me, and in me,” as He said!  (5) His body was capable of being handled, and thus making Him tangibly recognizable.  Jesus said to the “terrified and affrighted disciples, who supposed that they were seeing a ghost” (verse 37), “Handle me and see, for a spirit has not flesh and bones as you see me have” (verse 39).  The word “handle” is the same word that John uses in the prologue of his first letter as supreme evidence of the Incarnation of God in Christ.  “That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the Word of life…..” (I John 1:1)  Even so, Jesus is forever playing the “re-runs”, the “re-plays,” of His Redeeming Work for us, in order to cure us of the debilitating wistfulness that will prevent our productive service for Him.  What a Savior!   He saved us perfectly and instantaneously the moment we were saved (justification), and He saves us progressively from the continuing debilitation of “the diseases that our sinful flesh is heir to.”  What a Savior!
B.  The necessity of this special resurrection blessing

On this occasion, His attention and power are directed to the cure of the terrible drag of personal wistfulness.   What is wistfulness?  It is defined as “longing tinged with melancholy.”  That is a perfect description for the apparent condition of these Emmaus walkers that Sunday afternoon.  Their hearts were full of an unfulfilled longing, and melancholy filled them.  The sun had been snatched from their midday sky!  Their Friend and Champion was dead!  They were miserable with melancholy despondency.  Every Christian has a longing to know Jesus Christ better, to love Him more deeply, and to serve Him more effectively, but the truth often is that our longing is tinged with some distress that neutralizes the possibility.


The distress may take the form of misunderstanding, or doubt, or fear, or anger, or resentment, or bitterness, or sin, or guilt, etc., etc.  Think of the long list of distress factors that are allowed to work in the lives of Christians.   In this story, the disciples were variously either “sad” (verse 17), blind (verse 16), confused about His purpose (verse 21), foolish in their minds and slow-hearted in their faith (verse 25), “terrified” (verse 37) or “troubled” (verse 38).  I have seen every one of these symptoms of wistfulness many times over among the people of God—and in my own life.     


How does Jesus cure “all of our diseases,” the diseases that produce neutrality and non-productivity?  This story provides a good example.  Here, the Holy Spirit tells us of one evidence after another for the bodily resurrection of Christ, and we must remember that these evidences were recorded by a brilliant medical doctor, a true man of science, a man who was trained in the sciences of observation, analysis and deduction.  Note in verses 36 and 37 that the evidences the two travelers had—a testimony from several women, including a declaration about seeing angels at an open tomb—had in no wise convinced them of the bodily resurrection of Jesus.  So, in verses 41-43, Jesus appeared in His resurrection body and requested to eat their food with them and before them, proving that He was not a mere phantom, or a mere vision, or a mere surviving spirit.  

III.  His POWERFUL COMMUNICATION of the SCRIPTURES, 27, 32, 44-46


Third, the Christian movement is fueled by Christ’s powerful communication of the Scriptures to our hearts.  In each part of the story, Jesus opened the Bible and explained it to His disciples.  The Son of God escapes the grave—and hurries to the Bible!  He spends several hours on the afternoon of His own death-shattering resurrection on a long walk with two undistinguished disciples—explaining the Bible to them!  From an open tomb to an open Bible—this is Jesus’ modus operandi throughout this age!

A.  Note His proclamation

Note His proclamation.  He interprets, explains, exegetes, expounds the Bible to His children.  Verse 27 says, “And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, He expounded unto them in all the scriptures the things concerning Himself.”  Moses (the first five books of the Bible), and all the prophets (the summary phrase for the rest of the Old Testament)—this was the vast field from which He taught that day.  The word translated “expounded” is the word from which we get our theological word, “Hermeneutics,” which is the word for the science of Biblical interpretation.  The verb in the text is in the imperfect tense, “He kept on interpreting to them…the scriptures.”  This was without question the greatest Biblical exposition ever heard!  This was the greatest Bible conference ever attended, and it was held on a long and lonely walk with just two listeners in His audience!  

I have three volumes that are over 1 ½ inches thick which bear these titles, The Promised Messiah;  All the Messianic Prophecies of the Bible; and The Christology of the Old Testament.  Then, I have numerous other smaller volumes on the types, pictures and prophecies of Christ in the Old Testament.  What a  replete and rich field Jesus had to select from!  I would pay almost any price to know exactly which passages and pictures He explained to these forlorn disciples.  Did He start just inside the front door with Genesis 3:15 and explain the bruising of Messiah’s heel and the crushing of Satan’s head?  Did He “pull over and park” at Genesis 22 and use the story of father Abraham’s offering of his son Isaac on Mount Moriah as the foil for His Father’s offering of Him on Mount Calvary? Did He stop at Exodus twelve and interpret the story of the Passover Lamb and the redemption of the people of God?  Did He camp awhile at Isaiah 53 and tell the glorious story of a suffering, substitutionary sacrifice for sinners?  Just before He “closed” the invisible (surely He didn’t have a copy in His hand!) Book, He may have discoursed about “The Sun of righteousness who would arise above the horizon of history in His own resurrection with healing in His wings”?  I would love to have heard it.  Two unknown disciples went to Jesus’ traveling Bible college for a crash course in “Prophecy 101”—on the afternoon of His resurrection.  While running a universe, while reigning as Lord, He still takes the time at any moment to explain the Bible to me.  And to be sure I understand His explanation, He illumines my eyes, my mind, my heart and lets me see Him in His Word. “Then opened He their understanding, that they might understand the scriptures” (verse 45).
B.  Note the product

Note the product of His explanation.  When their eyes were opened, they then reflected back over the experience of the seven-mile walk with Jesus.  “And they said one to another, Did not our heart burn within us, while He talked with us by the way, and while He opened to us the scriptures?”  I repeat:  this is the dominant motivation that Jesus builds into His people in this story—and throughout the history of the Church!  Dear Christian friend, there is a giant difference between a familiar Bible and a flaming Bible!  There is a giant difference between a heart of faith and a heart on fire!  There is a giant difference between a Christ in you (that will take you to heaven) and a Christ inflaming you (that will enable Him to set the world on fire through you)!

Someone humorously said, “If a person’s head is in a refrigerator, and his feet are in an oven, he is average in the middle.  But what is impressive about “average”?  Indeed, what does “average” mean?  Is an “average” person the best of the worst, or the worst of the best?!  


Look past the “average” and into the heart of true Christianity.  The ideal church is an assembly of people with burning hearts putting their fires together, and every local assembly should be a reflection of this ideal.  So every church gathering should be a kind of holy holocaust!  But almost no church service ever arrives at that standard, and we have accepted the mild warmth and the mediocre coolness as normal and acceptable.  Why?  And what can be done to get back to the flaming heart?


I want you to ponder this paragraph with great care and concern.  The true test of a church is not in how many people leave church with a burning heart.  The true test of a church is in how many people COME with a burning heart. The latter will only be a reality if each individual Christian is thoroughly indoctrinated with accountability in the matter of how to daily maintain a burning heart.  Most Christians you know come to church to get a blessing, to get inspired, maybe to experience a touch of flame from heaven’s altar.  We even have special names for these special experiences, such names as “revival,” “renewal,” “refreshing.”  In the name of Heaven, why do we seek occasional special fires when Christianity offers the Passion of the Burning Heart—as its norm?

John Wesley testified that years of Christian religion and driven effort for Christ did not produce salvation for his sin-ridden soul, but one morning, May 24, 1734, in Aldersgate Chapel in London, while listening to a man reading the introduction of Martin Luther’s commentary based on the Book of Romans, “his heart was strangely warmed.”  The mild warmth broke into an open fire, the fire began to spread through this flaming man across England—and England was saved from the mentality that caused the French Revolution just a few miles away across the English Channel! 

Three possibilities loom before each of us today.  Let me make them personal.  (1)  Are you a Christian with a blazing heart because you daily open your Bible, lay it on the Mercy Seat in the Holy of Holies, and read it by the radiant light of the Shekinah (the word means, “Presence”!) Cloud of His Glory?  If you are, then God is using you to inflame your world.   (2) Or, is your faith like a fireplace which once had a brightly blazing fire, but is now solidly covered over with the ashes of a burned-out past?  (3) The third possibility is prevailing more and more today.   False fire, wildfire, the fire of hell seen in every imaginable credo known to Satan, is raging out of control.  And you, like Peter in the Gospel story, can warm your hands (or inflame your mind) at Satan’s fire.  These options face us daily.   One of these fires will constitute your life story.  Which will it be?


In II Timothy 1:6, the Apostle Paul counseled his young disciple, Timothy, to “stir up the gift of God that is in you.”  The term translated “stir up” is based on the root word for “fire.”  The idea is that of the second possibility in the previous paragraph.  Christians tend to let the fire of faith, the flaming heart, burn down from lack of attention and lack of fresh fuel.  Today, many Christians are cold and ashen and can’t even stand to be near someone else’s fire.  Holding on to the dead residue of a previous fire (the ashes), they linger wistfully like an arsonist maintaining his distance from the fire he once had a part in.  Dear Christian, if that is your condition, open your heart wide today to “the Spirit of burning” (Isaiah 4:4), and let him re-kindle the fire on the hearth of your heart.  Ask Him to take you back to the Bible and show you how to use it to keep the fire burning brightly.  I Thessalonians 5:19 says (KJV), “Quench not the Holy Spirit.” One paraphrase says, “Don’t smother the fire of the Holy Spirit.”  When you live with an open Bible, an unquenched Holy Spirit, and in the presence of other flaming Christians, then you can take your place among the ranks of those who prove Augustine’s words:  “Evangelism is one burning heart setting another heart on fire.”  

Many years ago, there lived a brilliant Frenchman named Blaise Pascal, a man of philosophical, scientific and Christian genius.  I recently read from two biographies about Pascal entitled The Emergence of Genius and Making Sense of it All.  He died young, but only after an incredible career in which he invented the base for the modern computer and many other electronic marvels.  Pascal was saved in November of 1654!  After he was converted, he wrote a brilliant volume of Christian meditations named Pensees, the French word for “thoughts.”  The day this remarkable young man was converted, he wrote his testimony on a small piece of paper and sowed it into the pocket of a suit-coat which he often wore.  It was not found in the pocket until he died.  When  the coat was cleaned, the pocket was opened and the note was found.  It simply gave the calendar date of his conversion, a few concise words of explanation, and underneath, one word was recorded: “FIRE!!!”  

Every born-again person has had a flaming heart at least once in his life.  That was the day Jesus walked in with an open Bible and set the heart of the new-born on fire.  Friend, if you haven’t been inflamed by heaven at least once, you haven’t been saved.  Don’t misunderstand these words.  You don’t get saved by getting a flaming heart, but the flaming heart is the invariable and immediate product of truly getting saved.  The flaming heart does not provide salvation, but it does prove it.   

All of this is a part of Christ’s powerful communication of His Word, the third great motivation for the Christian movement.

IV.  His PLAIN COMMISSION to Each of His SAINTS, 46-49


Finally, the Christian movement is fueled by Christ’s plain Commission directed to each of His followers.  

There are four “musts”, four imperatives, four necessities, mentioned in the story. 

Two are “musts” for Him, that is, for Jesus, and two are “musts” for them, that is, for His disciples.  Today, the last two “musts” are imperatives for us, for you and me if we are His children.  His two “musts” are His Death and His Exaltation (which began with His resurrection), and His fulfillment of the Old Testament prophecies about Himself.  In verse 26, Jesus said, “Was it not necessary for the Christ to suffer these things and to enter into His glory?”  In verses 44-46, He added, “These are my words which I spoke to you while I was still with you, that all things which are written about Me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled. Then He opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, and He said to them, ‘Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and rise again from the dead the third day.”  These are Christ’s “musts,” and they were perfectly accomplished.


Now, consider our “musts.”   After He had acknowledged the accomplishments of His “musts,” He added, “And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in His name to all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem.  And you are witnesses of these things.  And  behold, I am sending forth the promise of My Father upon you; but you are to stay in the city of Jerusalem unto you are clothed with power from on high.”  Our two “musts” are as clear as His.  Our imperatives are as binding as His.  But the question persists, Will we fulfill the “musts” He assigned to us as perfectly as He fulfilled the “musts” His Father assigned to Him.  What are our “musts”?  
A.  The must of our responsibility to fulfill the assignment He has given us

One has to do with our responsibility.  We are responsible to “preach repentance and remission of sins to all nations.”  This is Luke’s statement of Christ’s Great Commission.  It is seldom considered or realized how unique a position the Commission of Jesus occupies in the “standard-setting” books of the New Testament; that is, in the first five books, Matthew through Acts.  Jesus may have given His disciples much instruction during the forty days after His resurrection, the days of His appearances to His disciples, but nothing dominates the accounts except the Commission.  In Matthew, we find the Commission and nothing else (28:18-20).  In Mark, the Commission and nothing else.  Even in this long narrative in Luke, everything funnels into His final Marching Orders to His people.  In John, there are several specialized messages to individuals—to Mary Magdalene, to Thomas, to Peter, but to believers as a fellowship, the Commission and nothing else.  John wraps it in a “dynamite statement”—“As the Father has sent Me, even so send I you” (John 20:21).  His “mission trip to earth” was a long, dangerous journey on which the danger and distance were disdainfully disregarded—and so should our mission assignment be accepted.  The believer is a sent person, and he should not regard himself as fully Christian unless He obeys.  The Church is a sent Body, and it should not regard itself as a true church unless it obeys.  Finally, in Acts 1, which is a supplement and continuation to the Gospel history, the Commission and nothing else.  There (Acts 1:8), the very last recorded words of Jesus on earth were “unto the uttermost part of the earth.”  The Holy Spirit inspired the Gospel writers to record one thing to all  believers inclusively, and to each believer individually—the Great Commission!  Let me make this last idea very clear: the pronoun “you” in verse 48 is a plural pronoun, and it means “all of you inclusively,” but it cannot refer to every one unless it refers to each one.  This Commission is binding upon every Christian, with no exceptions, no exemptions, no exclusions.  Each of you/us individually should commit himself/herself to the fulfillment of the Great Commission of Jesus.  

B.  The must of our proper use of the resources He has provided

One final matter.  Of the four “musts” of the story, there is one more that requires (demands) our attention if we are to fulfill our assigned responsibility.  This has to do with the resource which will enable us to fulfill the Commission.  We have each been given an “impossible” assignment (Total World Impact).  We are each to make an individual commitment—each of us is to be actively involved to the hilt in fulfilling this Commission, and our involvement must produce Total World Impact.  This would be truly impossible were it not for two things: (1) Jesus has given us a workable strategy, by which any Christian can actually see Total World Impact as a result of his personal participation.  (2) Jesus has given us an incredible endowment which will enable us to accomplish the task.  Verse 49 adds a precautionary command:  “Tarry in the city of Jerusalem until you be endued (Greek, enduo, “clothed”) with power from on high.”  When the Holy Spirit came in the full release of redemptive power on the Day of Pentecost, “the promise of the Father” was fulfilled.  Christians simply cannot execute the Commission of Jesus except in/by the power of the Holy Spirit.  Furthermore, no Christian should ask for or claim the fullness of the Holy Spirit unless he is committed to Total World Impact.  It should be observed that while our Lord, before His death, promised the Spirit as “another Comforter,” He never, after the resurrection, spoke of this promise except in connection with the work He was committing to His people.  Thus we can conclude that the fullness of the Holy Spirit is not for personal fulfillment, but for purpose fulfillment.  Again, I must be clear—that purpose for which believers are personally filled is the purpose of impacting the whole wide world.  

One final word.  The word “endued” or “clothed” means that the individual believer is to see himself as fully penetrated, fully provided for, and fully protected by the Holy Spirit.  The Christian has the Holy Spirit, figuratively, both inside (“filled”) and outside (“clothed”).  To the degree to which the Christian is clothed and filled, he is empowered as a world-impacting witness for Christ.  So time must be spent daily and regularly “dressing himself” and “adjusting his Garment” (being “clothed” with the Spirit just as he daily dresses himself in clothing), and in “being filled with the Spirit” just as he is daily filled with air through breathing, with liquids through drinking and with food through eating.  Just that consistently and just that purposefully, the believer should be “clothed” and “filled” with/by the Holy Spirit.  This is the way Luke ends his first volume of the Jesus story, and when he takes up his pen to begin the first volume of Church History, he starts with the same message from Jesus:  “You shall receive dynamic when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.”  When He echoes these words in my heart, His demand in Gethsemane rings within me, “Rise, and let us be going.”   
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