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“Paul and Timothy, bond-servants of Christ Jesus, the Messiah, to all the saints (God’s consecrated people) in Christ Jesus who are at Philippi, with the bishops (overseers) and deacons (assistants): Grace (favor and blessing) to you and heart peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, the Messiah.  I thank my God in all my remembrance of you.  In every prayer of mine I always make my entreaty and petition for you all with joy (delight). (I thank my God) for your fellowship — your sympathetic co-operation and contributions and partnership — in advancing the good news (the Gospel) from the first day (you heard it) until now.  And I am convinced and sure of this very thing, that He Who began a good work in you will continue until the day of Jesus Christ — right up to the time of His return — developing (that good work) and perfecting and bringing it to full completion in you.  It is right and appropriate for me to have this confidence and feel this way about you all, because even as you do me, I hold you in my heart as partakers and sharers, one and all with me, of grace (God’s unmerited favor and spiritual blessing).  (This is true ) both when I am shut up in prison and when I am out in the defense and confirmation of the good news (the Gospel).  For God is my witness how I long for and pursue you all with love, in the tender mercies of Christ Jesus (Himself)!”  (Philippians 1:1-8, Amplified Bible)








Have you ever accidentally come across a box of old letters in an attic?  Multiplied millions of such letters must be stored in attics and closets around the world.  I have in my library several volumes of letters written by renowned people.  Some of them comprise very insightful and valuable reading to a Christian.  However, none of them can match the importance of an old letter written by an old missionary nearly 2000 years ago, and kept in the old library of letters and books which we call the Bible.  The old letter is a brief epistle written by the aging apostle Paul to a growing fellowship of Christian believers in the Roman colony of Philippi in what we now recognize as southern Europe.  The letter to the Philippians is perhaps the greatest pastoral document ever written.  Because it was written by a skilled disciple-maker, its purpose was to make and mature Christian disciples.  





�
Our Bible has been divided into chapters and verses for our convenience in reading and studying it.  However, we must remember that the epistle to the Philippians was a personal letter, and was not divided into such units.  If we can imagine it hand-written and occupying the page like a letter, we may better get the feel of its message.  Let me encourage you to read the above passage in at least two other good translations of the New Testament before you go further in this study.  One of the most serious mistakes we make in Bible study is to suppose that we know what is in a book, or chapter, or paragraph, or sentence of Scripture just because we have previously read it.  The experience of multitudes of Bible students through the centuries is entirely to the contrary.  The vast hidden wealth of the Word of God is such that new light  may break forth from its pages after years of frequent meditation and familiar acquaintance.  To have read it previously may be only to know its structure, its outer form of words, what it says on the surface.  We say that we “know” a man when we first meet him.  In reality, however, we hardly know him at all, only his name, form, appearance, and a few outer mannerisms.  His wife, after years of intimacy with him, may truly affirm that she knows him — and even then there are hidden provinces in his character that are probably more vast than the little she knows!  Please re-read this passage several times more.  Repetitive reading may develop in each of us a greater capacity for seeing more of the truth that is here.  Also, it will teach you directly more and more  how to feed yourself from Scripture instead of being fed from someone else’s spoon.      





                             I.  THE GREAT GREETING THAT PAUL EXTENDED





Paul’s greeting to the Philippians follows the usual style of a first-century letter.  It includes an identification of the sender or senders, the subjects, and a salutation (verses l-2).  





The senders are “Paul and Timothy,” though Timothy is not a co-writer of the letter. Note  all the personal pronouns that refer to Paul alone, and the mention of Timothy as a separate person.  Timothy is included because of his association with Paul, and that association included a relationship with the Philippian church.  





The subjects or recipients of the letter are “all the saints at Philippi.”  





Then comes the salutation.  It is impossible to over-estimate the importance of these words: “Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.”  In this salutation, we see: the grace that is responsible for our salvation and sanctification, the peace that is the all-inclusive result of our salvation, and the source from which this grace and peace are released.  So we want to examine the summary words, “grace and peace,” the sequence in which those words occur, and the source from which those benefits come.





“Grace to you.”  Can we possibly grasp the meaning and magnitude of the word “grace”?  It is properly called “amazing grace,” but amazing grace is a “Him”, and not just a hymn. The word “grace” occurs 156 times in the New Testament (100 times in Paul’s letters), and is the overwhelming short-hand word for all that God does for sinful human beings.  





�
In his book Lion and Lamb, Brennan Manning wrote, “Unfortunately, the whole concept of grace is alien to the American psyche.  In our culture the tradition of ‘rugged individualism’ has assumed a religious dimension.  Americans are the people par excellence who get things done.  Give us enough time, money, and manpower and we can achieve anything.  Listen to all the Sunday sermons with their emphasis on willpower and personal effort, and you get the impression that a do-it-yourself spirituality is the American fashion, that the Pelagian heresy of salvation that is completed by self-effort is very much in vogue.  Though the Scriptures speak insistently of the Divine initiative in the work of salvation, that by grace we are saved, that the Tremendous Lover has taken to the chase, American spirituality still seems to start with self, not with God.  Personal responsibility replaces personal response.  We seem engrossed in producing our own salvation and in our own efforts to grow in holiness.  The emphasis is always more on what I do rather than on what God is doing in my life.  In this macho approach God is reduced to a benign old spectator on the sidelines.  We have convinced ourselves that we can do a pretty good job of following Jesus if we just, once and for all, make up our minds and really buckle down to it.”





In contrast to the vain self-flattery of sinners seeking to accomplish their own salvation, the Bible gives a ringing cry throughout its pages that salvation, sanctification, and service are all of grace.  Malcolm Muggeridge expressed the Christian view when he wrote, “Christianity is not a statistical view of life.  That there should be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over all the hosts of the just, is an anti-statistical proposition.”  Think carefully here.  When Jesus originally made the statement about the “one sinner who repents” and the “ninety and nine just persons who need no repentance” (Luke 15:7, at the conclusion of the story of the lost sheep), it seems that the word “just” refers to people who think they are just, but really are not.  Blaise Pascal, the French mathematician and philosopher, said, “There are actually only two kinds of people in the world, those who think themselves to be righteous, but aren’t, and those who know themselves to be sinners, but aren’t reckoned so by God — they are justified by His grace.”  There’s that word again!





Just what is grace?  An unknown author wrote, “Henry Wadsworth Longfellow could write a poem worth hundreds of dollars, and we call that talent.  John Jacob Astor could sign his name to a piece of paper, buy a skyscraper, and we call that wealth.  The United States Treasury Department can take a special piece of paper and some special ink, press it between special plate, make a $100 bill, and we call that money.  The Wright Brothers took some used bicycle parts, wire, metal and canvas covering, made an airplane, and we call that genius.  Michelangelo could take some brushes and some paints and paint a masterpiece on the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel, and we call that art.  A mechanic can take a used and ruined part from you automobile engine, replace it with a new one, make the car nearly as good as new, and we call that skill.  And God can take a poor, worthless, devastated, hell-bound sinner, wash him clean in the blood of Jesus Christ, place His Holy Spirit in him, transform him into a brand new person — and we call that GRACE!”  But what is grace?





�
Grace is the free, spontaneous, unmerited love of God to sinful man, a love that has been manifested in human experience and reached its highest expression in “the redemption that is in Christ Jesus” (Romans 3:24). But it is exactly at this point that man’s problem lies.  The last thing we wretched humans desire and learn is to be the recipients of unearned, unattained, blood-bought Divine favor, through the sovereign will of God: objects merely of grace.  Repeat it over and over. We are not saved and kept by our goodness, but by His grace; not by our merit, but by His mercy; not by our performance, but by His power.  Grace has reference to what God is and does, not to what we are and do.  Grace supposes all the sin and evil that is in us, and takes all of our sins (past, present, and future) into consideration before it acts.  Our supposed goodness contributes nothing to our salvation, and our obvious sinfulness does not prevent salvation. To think that any contribution of goodness or any correction of sin on our part can get us into a saving relationship with God is to put ourselves into competition with Jesus Christ. 





 Can you imagine going to God after you have lived your life and saying, “Now Lord, I didn’t exactly fit into that grace category.  But I have lived a good life, and I appeal to my good life.”  No matter how fully we recite and rehearse our supposed virtues before Him, I would guess that God would reply in some fashion like this: “What do you think the infinite cross of My Son was all about?  Why do you think I sent Jesus into the world if you could have done it yourself?  Nothing you could do would satisfy Me, because you are a sinner.  But My precious Son and His Death have fully satisfied Me.  Your offer to pay for your salvation by contribution or correction is the infinite insult against My Darling Son and His infinite Death on the Cross.”  You see, anything in my salvation that I had the smallest possible right to expect could not be pure, free grace. It is all of grace!  The commencement, continuation, and consummation of salvation are all of grace.  F. B. Meyer was right when he said that “this marvelous word is aglow with heaven’s altar flame.”  Grace permits us to come to God as empty sinners to be saved and blessed, empty of right feelings, good character, and satisfactory record, with nothing to commend us but our deep need, fully and frankly acknowledged.  This concept will always be absurd to the unaided human mind.  In fact, the only thing more absurd than the gift of grace is our stubborn refusal to receive it.





Perhaps grace is better presented in pictures than in abstract words.  Dr. Roy Angell relates a story of pastor S. M. Lindsay before he came to America.  At the time, he taught a class of boys in a Sunday School in Scotland.  One day according to Lindsay, he was walking down an icy street to attend an afternoon tea.  He was dressed in a high top hat, striped trousers, a cutaway coat, and spats.  As he walked along the icy street, he saw Bobby, one of his Sunday School boys, lurking behind one of the bushes lining the street.  Suddenly, without warning, an ice ball hit Lindsay on the side of the head, knocking his silk hat into the mud and causing Lindsay to see stars.  He knew young Bobby was the culprit.  He went on to the tea wondering how he should respond to Bobby’s mischief.  And he decided that he would return good for evil.  Remembering that he had loaned his three-part fishing pole to Bobby a few days earlier, Lindsay went to the hardware store and bought another pole.  Taking it to Bobby’s house, he knocked at the door and asked if Bobby were home.  “Yes,” Bobby’s mother replied as she called Bobby.  But Bobby didn’t respond.  He had gone out the back door when he saw his Sunday School teacher walking up to the front door.  Lindsay told Bobby’s mother to give him the fishing pole and to tell him that his Sunday School teacher wanted him to have it.  And he added, “Tell him I know he needs it.”  A couple of hours later there was a timid knock at Lindsay’s door.  Opening the door, Lindsay saw Bobby sheepishly standing there with the fishing pole in hand.  “Mr. Lindsay,” Bobby said quietly, “I’m returning your fishing pole.  I need it, but I don’t deserve it.”  “Bobby,” Mr. Lindsay said, “what was our Sunday School lesson about last Sunday?”  “I don’t remember,” said Bobby timidly.  “Sure you do, Bobby.  Don’t you remember that it was a lesson about God’s grace?  And what did I tell you about God’s grace?”  Bobby’s eyes brightened as he answered, “Oh, I remember now.  You told us that grace is something we need but don’t deserve.”


“Exactly,” said Mr. Lindsay.  “And that’s why I want you to keep the gift.  I knew you didn’t deserve it when I gave it to you.”  God’s grace is like that.  It is something we desperately need, but do not in any way deserve.  Someone wisely said, “Grace is God doing for us what we could not possibly do for ourselves — and charging us nothing for it.”


�



 “When I was a child and had nothing to pay   They fed me and clothed me, day upon day,


   She nursed me in measles and other such ills   And mended my clothes, and he paid the bills.   


   They hoped, and feared, and prayed for me too And saved me from evil and carried me through      I never knew how, and I never knew why They should wear out their lives for a thing such as I.


   Well, that was just their way.     I was a child and had nothing to pay.





   Those days are far gone: I grew to a man    A respectable person according to plan


   Took sixteen in collars and wore a black coat   Political candidates called for my vote.


   I wrote to the papers and gave them my views   And preached to the people all patient in pews


    I was paid once a month and had a bank account With a checkbook thrown in to show the amount.





   Was it worth all God’s trouble?     So much of my life is wood, hay, stubble


   So little is good that could meet His desire    So much of me bad, only fit for the fire.


   If God calls for a reckoning, Ah! What shall I say?   “Lord, this poor sinner has nothing to pay..”


  “Nothing to pay!  Give him justice,” they say.    “Nothing for nothing!  Take him away!”


    But God says, “Stay!     Christ is just for those who have nothing to pay.”


    Remember, helpless sinner, that is God’s way,    Christ is for those who have nothing to pay!”





Grace is the beginning point for our original salvation (“by grace are you saved”), and grace provides the ongoing supply (“God is able to make all grace abound toward you”) for the continuation and completion of the Christian life.  When I think of grace, I remember the account of the old lady who made her first trip to the seashore.  She gazed for a few minutes at the vast expanse of water, then she said, “Thank God for something there is enough of!”





“Peace”, the second blessing in Paul’s benediction, is the effect of the activation of grace in a person’s life.  Grace is the root of all of God’s redemptive action in our lives, and peace is the fruit of it.  “Grace and peace” are inseparable.  They are mutually inclusive.  They are the “Siamese twins” of salvation.  So, having discussed grace, we now examine its traveling companion, “peace.”  Man is not naturally at peace with God.  By nature, man is at war with God, either passively or actively, and being at war with God we are also at war with each other and at war with ourselves.  That is why there is so much misery and unrest in the world.  But God gives peace when his grace reigns in a human life, and it is this peace that Paul includes in his benediction to the Philippian believers.





�



Three kinds of peace are clearly distinguishable in Scripture.  One is peace with God, which comes when we are reconciled to God by trusting Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.   One is the peace of God, which prevails in the believer as he surrenders himself totally to Christ without reserve or regret.  And one is peace between men.  Proverbs 16:7 says that “when a man’s ways are pleasing to the Lord, He makes even his enemies to be at peace with him.”   Peace with God is the peace which He gives to a sinner when he trusts Christ.  The peace of God is the peace which He  is in the life of a saint.  Peace among men is much harder to attain, because so many of our associates are lost people who do not have peace with God, and many are saved people who may not have “the peace of God, which passes understanding, standing guard over their hearts and minds in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:7). So the word peace has upward, inward and outward dimensions to it.  Stated negatively, man is not at peace with his fellow man because he is not at peace with himself, and man is not at peace with himself because he is not at peace with God.  Peace with God is God’s gracious gift to the unbeliever who repents of sin and trusts Jesus as Savior and Lord.  The peace of God is God’s gracious gift to the faith-walking believer.  Hopefully, then, the peace of God will continually prevail in the life of that believer.





People in whom the peace of God reigns are like a clock in a thunderstorm.  There may be outside turbulence all around, but the clock just keeps on moving at the manufacturer’s pace!  Someone asked a boy on a train, “Where are you going?”  He replied, “I don’t know.”  “You don’t know!  Well, aren’t you afraid?”  “No, because my Daddy is the engineer on this train.”  “Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace him whose mind is stayed (stopped, fixed, focused) on Thee” (Isaiah 26:3).





Now notice the connection of the two benedictory words, “grace and peace.”  This sequence  always prevails, and it cannot be violated.  “Get grace and all gifts are gained.  Grace is the bountiful mother of all the graces,” said John Henry Jowett.  And peace is the summary word for all the benefits which enter our lives through grace.  Where grace abides peace will prevail.  But grace will always precede peace.  You may search Scripture through and through for an exception, but you will never find peace mentioned first when the two are associated.  It is always “grace and peace,” never “peace and grace.”  No human being will ever have true peace until he has received the grace of God, and he will never have grace until he has received Christ.  Grace and peace is the Divine order of the two blessings.  In the Old Testament sacrificial system the sin offering had to precede the peace offering, and here the same sequence is followed.  Grace must do its work in a sinner’s heart before there can be any peace there.  Incidentally, when a peace-offering was made, a part of it was burned up.  In the typology of the Old Testament, this signifies that God was satisfied.  A part went to the priest, signifying that Christ was satisfied.  And part was eaten by the offerer, showing that the sinner was satisfied.  The salvation of God is a most satisfying benefit, and the peace of God is a most satisfying blessing!





Eric Barker was an English missionary who served more that fifty years in Portugal.  During World War II, life in Portugal became so dangerous that Barker was advised to send his wife and eight children to England for safety.  His sister and her three children were also evacuated on the same ship.  Barker remained behind to conclude some missionary matters.  When he stood to preach the next Sunday morning, he told his congregation he had just received news that his family had safely arrived home.  It was not until later that the congregation understood what Barker meant.  They thought he meant his family was safe in England, but that wasn’t the case.  Just before he went into the pulpit to preach that Sunday morning, he had been handed a telegram telling him that a German submarine had torpedoed the ship on which his family was sailing.  All passengers had perished.  They had arrived safely home, not to England, but to heaven where Jesus had welcomed them!  This peace is our legacy, our privilege to have.  Jesus is our peace (Ephesians 2:14), and circumstances must not control us. 


  


�
Just as we tried to define grace, we must now seek to define peace.  Peace has two sides to it.  One side is the absence of warfare; the other side is the prevalence of welfare.  Peace is not the absence of movement; it is rather the absence of friction.  The best symbol of peace is not a placid and motionless mountain lake, but rather the smooth flow of a vast river.  Peace is not best pictured in a death chamber, but in the rhythmic movements of a great engine.  The Greek word translated “peace” is the word eirene, which means “to bind together.”  Outside of Christ, everything tends to be dis-eased and dis-jointed.  Hamlet said, “The times are out of joint,” and the same thing can be said about human hearts in which Christ does not live.  They are naturally characterized by discord, agitation, conflict, and strife.  But when grace reaches the heart, when Christ is within, a harmonized relationship is established — upward, inward, and outward.  Grace and peace are never reversed in expression in the Bible, and they are never reversed in experience in the believer.





Then Paul’s benedictory statement identifies the source of grace and peace. “Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.”  God the Father may be regarded as the source from which these blessings come, and Jesus His Son may be regarded as the medium through which they come.  These blessings cannot come from the world, or from our circumstances, or from our independent inner being, but only from God through Christ. The Father and the Son have an absolute monopoly on the gifts of grace and peace, and they cannot be obtained from any other source.   Jowett said, “The river of grace and peace has its rise in the vast, two-sphered, and yet indivisible lake of ‘God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.’  ‘Every good and perfect gift is from above,’ and away to these lofty springs the Apostle traces the river of ‘grace and peace.’  And let us carefully heed how firmly and naturally the Apostle exalts the Lord Jesus to the supreme rank of Divine Sovereignty.  The Lord Jesus is one with the Father in the holy initiative of redeeming grace.  He shares with the Father the glory of all redeeming ministries, and is one with Him in the origin and sustenance of our salvation. ‘From God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.’”	





But we must give careful heed to the two relational words in this prepositional phrase, the words “Father” and “Lord.”  The source of all blessings is in God, but they can only come to us when God is our Father and Jesus Christ is our Lord.  Is God your Father by a very real Divine birth?  Is Jesus Christ your Lord by a very real acknowledgment of faith?





Remember that we are looking into a disciple-maker’s heart.  A disciple-maker’s heart will be dominated by God, by the Lord Jesus Christ, by grace and peace, and by other people.  His thoughts will often sound like the expressions of this opening section of the book of Philippians.  Do you have a disciple-maker’s heart?  Come back again and again to this opening salutation and let God teach its great lessons to your soul. 





     II. THE GREAT GRATITUDE THAT PAUL EXPRESSED
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 One cannot read this paragraph of Paul’s letter without detecting how incredibly relational it is.  For this much warmth and depth to translate across that much time and distance is a miracle.  The Apostle Paul may well have been as relational as any mere mortal who ever lived.  A broad profile of his life as revealed in Scripture, as well as a “dip” into any of his writings, will reveal this.  Our text is a case in point.  How personal his words are!  In a “book” of just four brief chapters, Paul uses the personal pronouns, “I,” “me,” and “my” over 100 times.  The word “I” alone occurs 52 times.  It would be easy to deduce from those statistics that Paul was a top-drawer egotist, but rather, the focus of his attention is on his readers, his brothers and sisters and friends and disciples in Philippi.  Though Paul had a remarkably rich inner life, he lived an “inside-out” life, with the focus on Christ and others!  Someone wisely said, “No one should be considered a Christian unless he considers the rights of others before his own feelings, and the feelings of others before his own rights.”  That would indeed provide a good practical test for one’s profession as a Christian.  True relational living requires a combination of genuine spirituality, inner serenity and security, an unselfish disposition, basic intelligence and emotional control.  As to its interpersonal dimension, it requires a longing and a lingering to discover other people.  Paul had these characteristics — and many more — in abundance. 





Now, reread this text again several times, noting in one reading how positive his words are, then on the next reading note how passionate his words are, then on the next reading note how plain and straightforward they are.  This was a large-hearted, people-oriented, faith-driven, Christ-controlled kind of man.  Both his thoughts and his thanksgiving reveal how relational he was.  Observe the sentence, “I thank my God upon every remembrance of you.”  Paul had known these friends somewhere between ten and twelve years.  What an inventory of memories he would have!  And yet he declares that he is able to thank God for every memory he has of them!  He could not locate even one dark spot in the whole field on which the eye of memory rested.  What a testimonial this is to Paul’s tastes and thinking!  A vulture will circle looking for death and rottenness, and will find it.  But a honey bee circles looking for sweetness — and finds it.  Paul’s appetite determined that he would find sweetness in his friends and disciples.  And what a testimonial it is to the faith of his readers!   Let me interrupt our study with two practical questions: (l) What kind of memories do other people have when they think of me?  (2) Am I personally engaging in activities and relationships that will store my memory bank with treasures instead of trinkets or trash?





It is obvious that many have lost the grace of gratitude today.  There is a real talent within us for taking everything for granted.  Should not more of our thoughts and words begin with the phrase, “I thank”?  How often do you give thanks to God?  Do you remember when Jesus healed ten lepers and only one came back with a semblance of thanksgiving?  He said, “Were there not ten, and where are the nine?”  We must remember to say proper thanksgiving for others before God, and to them face to face.  The Christian who is eager in praise to God is not swift in the criticism of men.  Paul was quick in expressing eulogies about men only because he was quicker in expressing doxologies to God. 
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What, in particular, was Paul thankful for when he looked over his memories of these Philippian brothers and sisters?  First, he was thankful for their fellowship in the Gospel—verse five.  The word “fellowship” is one of the gigantic words of the Gospel.  It comes from a root word which means “commonness”. You cannot have fellowship with other people unless you hold things in common with them.  There are three great references to “fellowship” in the book of Philippians (1:5; 2:1; 3:10).  We can detect four categories of fellowship in these three references.  In 1:5, we see the fellowship of salvation and service.  In 2:1, we see “fellowship in the Spirit,” and in 3:10, we find “the fellowship of His sufferings.”  All of these fellowships introduce us into something very active, “the advance of the Gospel.”  Rich Christian fellowship requires a common faith, a common focus, and a common following of Christ.  These things bound Paul and the Philippians believers together in a wonderful fellowship.  You see, before they were saved, all Christians were participants in the same guilt.  When they are saved, they become partakers of the same grace.  And after they are saved, they become partners in the same Gospel.





Dr. John Townsend wrote this brilliant paragraph about fellowship.  “In physics, the second law of thermodynamics is known as the law of entropy.  It states that things that are isolated move toward deterioration.  Entropy operates in the spiritual world too.  Whatever is cut off  tends toward deterioration.  That’s why the ultimate punishment, hell, is not defined by loss of consciousness or annihilation, but by its utter and complete separation from the love of God.  That is why Jesus’ sacrifice for us involved His own separation from the Father when He became sin on our behalf.  He suffered in that ‘He was cut off out of the land of the living’ (Isaiah 53:8).  In other words, there is no life without relationship.”





Let’s see if we can identify the ingredients of fellowship by examining this paragraph of Paul’s Philippian letter.  What bound the Philippian believers together?


 


   (1) They were all professors of the same Lord.  Christ is referred to by name or pronoun  six times in these verses, 18 times in chapter one, and 70 times in this brief letter!  No wonder John Brown of Haddington exclaimed, “Paul writes as if Jesus were at his elbow!”  The Philippians were consolidated by faith in a common Lord. This is the first vital ingredient of fellowship.





  (2) They were all possessors of the same life.  In verse seven, Paul said, “You are all partakers with me of the grace of God.”  In verse six, he declares that God has done his “good work” of salvation in them.  “We are confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you will perform it unto the day of Jesus Christ.”  What a salvation verse!  Here we see the origination of salvation—“HE has begun a good work in you.”  And the initiation  of salvation— it has been Divinely “BEGUN” in you. And the description of salvation— a “GOOD WORK”.  And the location of salvation—IN YOU”.  And the completion of salvation—“HE ... WILL COMPLETE IT.”  And the consummation of salvation—“UNTIL THE DAY OF JESUS CHRIST.”  Note again that salvation is a “good work” of God.  Lost people struggle and fight against salvation as if it were an evil or bad work, but it is a good work.  Salvation is good in  origin, quality, purpose, and result.  And this “good work” has been begun and is being carried to its conclusion in the Philippian Christians.


 


 (3) They had all been placed at the same level.  Grace is a great leveler!  All Christians are partakers of the same life, and the grace of God places them together at the same level.  This is a priceless truth, and it is clearly seen by examining the founding of the church at Philippi as recorded in Acts 16 (read this chapter carefully).  The three first converts in Philippi were Lydia (a wealthy business woman), a demon-possessed slave girl, and a jailer.  Lydia, though wealthy and prominent, did not receive a superior kind of spiritual life that was suited to her high social standing.  Nor did the degraded, demented, demon-possessed slave girl get a kind of inferior quality of spiritual life suited to her social status!  Nor did the jailer, a civil servant, get a different kind suited to him!  The Christ they received was the same, the faith they exercised was the same, the grace they partook of was the same, the salvation they obtained was the same.  No matter what distinctions may be made in society between men, they are all placed on the same level when they are saved.
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 (4) They were all practitioners of the same love.  Paul expressed this love when he wrote to them, “I hold you in my heart” (vs. 7).  And he extravagantly declared in verse eight, “God is my witness how greatly I long after you in the bowels of Jesus Christ.”  Apparently, real love is a “gutsy” thing!  This seems to refer to the deep feeling inside a person which causes him to ache because he cares so much for another person.  Paul said, “I hold you in my heart,” not merely on my mind, or on my nerves, or on my lips.  The proper place to carry disciples is in your heart, and the proper attitude toward them is one of love.





  Amy Carmichael, the great missionary to India, expressed this negatively in a letter to her friends in the Dohnavur Fellowship: “Unlove is deadly.  It is a cancer.  It may kill slowly, but it always kills in the end.  Let us fear it, fear to give room to it as we should fear to nurse a cobra.  It is deadlier than any cobra.  One drop of the gall of unlove in my heart or yours, however unseen, has a terrible power of spreading all through our Family, for we are one body—we are parts of one another.  If one member suffers loss, all suffer loss.  Not one of us liveth to himself.  If unlove be discovered anywhere, stop everything and put it right, if possible, at once.”





The love of Christ should motivate all the relationships that believers have with each other.  When you received the life of Christ, you received the love of Christ.  When His life came into you, His love came, too. You cannot separate the two.  Romans 5:5 describes the experience of every Christian when it says, “The love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who is given unto us.”  Paul simply echoed this experience when he wrote, “I hold you in my heart”—everywhere I go, I carry you around with me, as I think of you, love you, and pray for you.  This is a clear look into a disciple-maker’s heart.





�
(5) They were all pursuers of the same longing.  They longed to see the Gospel advance, both locally and globally.  Jesus said, “When the process (of disciple-making) is completed, the disciple will be like his teacher” (Luke 6:40).  The Philippian disciples were a reflection of Paul, their disciple-maker.  Because he had the world on his heart, so did they.  They were partners together “in advancing the Gospel” (vs. 5).  And he declared in verse 7, “You are partakers and sharers with me ... in the defense and confirmation of the Gospel.”  Note the words “defense and confirmation.”  These two terms are often used as legal terms, and they may describe  Paul’s trial before the imperial court of Rome.  The word “defense” is used in II Timothy 4:16: “At my first defense no one supported me, but all deserted me.”  The words “defense and confirmation” describe the answer he gave to those who had brought charges against him which caused him to be in prison at this time.  These words are now used to describe the work of advancing the Gospel.  What do they mean?  The word “defense” is more of a negative word, the word for giving arguments for removing doubts and suspicions.  That is, this work is necessary to clear the ground for positive Gospel presentation.  The entire life of every Christian should be an “apologia” (the Greek word for “defense”) for the Gospel, removing difficulties, doubts and suspicions in preparation for the proclamation of the Gospel.  And when necessary, the Christian should give a systematic doctrinal argument for the Gospel.  The very translation of the word “defense” suggests the action deals with a foe.  However, the other word, “confirmation,” carries the idea of strengthening, developing, and building up the friends of Jesus and the Gospel.  This word certainly includes the disciple-making process.  In fact, this is the very word that is used of Paul’s activity in Asia Minor.  Acts 14:21 says, “ And they preached the Gospel to that city (Derbe), and taught (this is the verb form of the word “disciple”) many, confirming the souls of the disciples.”  And the Philippian Christians were standing solidly with Paul in both activities, that of “defending” and that of “confirming” the Gospel.  They were pursuers of a common longing.





With these ingredients of fellowship present in the church at Philippi, no wonder that Paul was  grateful!  Someone said, “If Christians do not have the cement of true fellowship, they will fly apart from the centrifugal force of selfishness.”  May we be adhered together by “the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love,” for “the fellowship of kindred minds is like to that fellowship which prevails above.”  Paul was thankful for the Philippians’ fellowship in the Gospel.





Secondly, he was thankful for their faithfulness to the Gospel.  He wrote in verses five and six, “I thank my God for your fellowship—your sympathetic co-operation and contributions and partnership—in advancing the good news (the Gospel) from the first day (you heard it) until now.  And I am convinced and sure of this very thing, that He Who began a good work in you will continue until the day of Jesus Christ—right up to the time of His return—developing (that good work) and perfecting and bringing it to full completion in you.”  





Note that Paul reminded them of that spectacular day in Philippi when the work of God began among them.  He spoke of “the first day,” the day when the Gospel came to town and God began His redemptive work there.  This was the day when the Lord opened Lydia’s heart to the Gospel, then she opened her home to the Gospel workers (Acts 16:14, 15).  Then followed the conversions of the slave girl and the jailer (see Acts 16).  Every work of God among men has a “first day.”  Every Christian has had a “first day.”  Every Christian life begins on a “first day.”  Paul himself was fond of repeating the story of his “first day” as a Christian (see Acts 22:6-10, as an example).  





“Oh, happy day, that fixed my choice,    On Thee, my Savior and my God,


  Well may this glowing heart rejoice,     And spread its raptures all abroad.


             Happy day, happy day,		    When Jesus washed my sins away;


 He taught me how to watch and pray,   And live rejoicing every day,


 Happy day, happy day,		    When Jesus washed my sins away.”





�
Let the three earliest converts in Philippi tell about their “first day.”  Lydia might say, “Yes, I remember that day very well . . .”  Then she tells of the day when, in a quiet riverside prayer meeting, “the Lord opened her heart, and she gave attention to the things which Paul said” (Acts 16:13-14).Then the slave girl would give her testimony.  She would tell of “that very moment” (Acts 16:18) when the evil spirit that had dominated her was driven out of her in the Name of Jesus (Acts 16:16-18).Then the jailer would say, “Do I remember it?  How could I possible forget it?  Without being irreverent, I could say that I met a Midnight Caller on the night of the ‘jailhouse rock!’” What a first day!  But now, it’s your turn.  You tell us about your first day.  One man, describing his wedding day, said, “It seems just like yesterday—and you know what a lousy day yesterday was!”  Well, your “first day” in Christ may have been full of heavy conviction and contrition, full of remorse and repentance, but the birds surely began to sing after the storm was over!  The sun (Son) shined brightly when the thunderclouds were gone.  Have you had your “first day” yet?  Look at the calendar and note this date.  This very day can be your “first day.”  Life that lasts forever with God in Heaven can begin for you at this very moment.  Just as you had a “first day” of physical life, you can have a first day of spiritual life.  





Then, Paul reminded them of the steady discipline of the continuation of their life in Christ.  That “first day” was only a beginning.  It was manifestly a miracle production of God—involving a miracle of vision (Acts 16:8-12) and of conversion, but the miracles were not over on the “first day.”  The fellowship of believers would withstand many an assault by the enemy, would experience much suffering (see Philippians 1:29), would chronicle many victories in Christ, would grow stronger and stronger in the Christian life, and would participate in the advance of the Gospel “alongside” the Apostle Paul.  This continuation had lasted from ten to twelve years at the time of the Philippian letter, and it had involved a steady discipline on the part of the disciples in Philippi.  





It is necessary to note the doctrinal connection between verses five and six.  In verse six, the emphasis is on God’s work, and it has been called “the preservation of the saints.”  In verse five, the emphasis is on their faithfulness, and it is called “the perseverance of the saints.”  Any doctrine of salvation or the Christian life that ignores either of these emphases is incomplete and unbalanced.  The two sides of the Gospel are closely linked in these verses.  The doctrine of Divine preservation (reflected in verse 6) declares that when God has begun the “good work” of  transforming and qualifying grace in a believer, He will not leave it unfinished.  He will perfect that work — and perfect us in the process!





“The work You have in me begun


  Shall by Your grace be fully done.”





The same Jesus Who said from the Cross, “It is finished,” and “I have finished the work You gave Me to do,” will one day say of us, “Here they are, Father, complete.  I have finished the work in them You gave Me to do.”





Here is a beautiful illustration of this truth from a book by Charles Wagner entitled Happiness Is...  “In my house I have an easel which holds a picture of a mountain scene, typical of what you might see in the Pacific Northwest where I used to live.  Included in the picture are a house and a stream.  The painting isn’t on my wall; it isn’t even framed yet.  You see, I’m not finished with it.  One of these days I’m going to put the finishing touches on my work of art.  You may or may not appreciate my painting when I’m through, but I wouldn’t want you to pass judgment until I put the finishing touches on it.  Believers are somewhat like that painting.  They are God’s ‘work of art’ (Eph. 2:10).  The Lord is the Master Artist.  He has chosen and arranged certain colors on the canvas of our lives already, some that we may not understand right now.  But He knows what He is doing.  He is working in our lives to complete the work of conforming us to the image of His dear Son.”





�
Not only does Philippians 1:6 say something about how we should feel about what is happening in our lives, it should also have a bearing on the way we see others.  Many people fall short of what we think they should be.  It is somewhat easy, then, to pass judgment on them or to get impatient with them and their ways.  But be patient.  Don’t spend too much time criticizing the little part of the painting you can see from a distance over the Artist’s shoulder.  The Lord Who has begun a good work in every believer will perfect it in His own time.





However, just as Paul emphasized the preservation of the saints in verse six, he also emphasized the perseverance of the saints in verse five.  No saint of God will persevere without the mighty work of God’s preservation, and conversely, God only preserves them by producing in them a might perseverance.  Remember, it is “the security of the (continuing) believer,” not the security of a practical unbeliever! The saints in Philippi had faithfully participated in the advance of the Gospel “from the first day until now,” demonstrating by their perseverance God’s great preservation.  How admirable perseverance is among Christians!





Johann Sebastian Bach was perhaps the greatest composer of history.  Bach had two consuming loves in his life: God and music.  As is true of many geniuses, Bach wasn’t much appreciated in his day.  When he died in 1750 he was buried in an unmarked grave in a Leipzig, Germany, churchyard.  It took dedicated musicians forty-six years just to collect all the music he had written, and it filled sixty huge printed volumes when the task was completed.  Bach began to compose when he was nine years of age.  He lived with a tyrannical older brother, who denied him the use of his musical library.  However, Bach would slip into the library after everyone else was asleep and copy music by moonlight.  After he had completed copying by hand every note of instrumental music in the library, his brother found it and burned it!  But Bach didn’t give up, and as a result he left a musical legacy that will long endure.





One of the most memorable speeches ever delivered was Winston Churchill’s speech at a graduation exercise of Eaton College.  Sir Winston simply said, briefly but dramatically, “Never, never, never...give up!”	





Alexander Whyte, the great Scots preacher, said, “The perseverance of the saints consists in nothing less than an endless succession of new beginnings.”  Years ago, I came across a devotional gem while studying the book of Genesis.  Jacob is blessing his twelve sons in Genesis 49 when he says of Gad, “A troop shall overcome him, but he shall overcome at the last” (Gen. 49:19).  The first part of that sentence echoes the stark realism of life.  We cannot expect an endless pattern of unbroken success in the spiritual life.  The Christian life is not like a steady line climbing upward; it is more like a spiral with a lot of circles, and sometimes the direction is away from the target.  But God is moving His child toward conformity to the image of Christ, and even the “setbacks” prove to be advantages as the believer perseveres. “A troop shall overcome him.”  You may find troops of adversity, troops of insult, troops of misunderstanding, troops of evil circumstance, troops of doubt, troops of temptation, coming against you to oppose you toe to toe.  But “God is faithful, Who will not allow you to be tested beyond your ability, but will with the test provide a way of escape—that you may be able to bear it.”  Notice the line, “A troop shall overcome him.”  Perhaps you have been defeated, and you know how the sting of failure hurts.  Be sure that the Philippians and all other saints knew that hurt, too. “But he shall overcome at last.”  God will preserve His child, and he will persevere!  The Philippians had the same spirit of stubborn endurance that God builds into each of His children.  The “until now” of verse five included many a day of mundane plodding, some setbacks, some conspicuous victories, and a lot of new beginnings.  The “first day” of verse five leads to the final day of verse six.  


�
“When life is pressing you down a bit


  Do what you must, but don’t you quit!”





Someone quipped that “a great oak is just a little nut that held its ground.”  William Carey was a giant of God who occupied a piece of ground for Christ’s sake and then fought off all the “troops” that came against him.  When the call came from God for him to go to India, every obstacle was put in his way.  A lesser man would never have gone at all.  When he finally did arrive in that desperate land, a troop overwhelmed him.  Death took one of his children.  His wife went insane.  For years he worked without one native convert.  But Carey simply would not give up.  One day, someone mentioned the possibility of writing his life story.  Carey said, “Should that happen, if the writer mentions that I am a plodder, he will describe me justly.  Anything beyond this will be too much.  I can plod.  I can persevere in any definite pursuit which I believe to be of God.  To this, I owe everything.”





The Philippians did not have a “flash in the pan” Christianity.  They didn’t “go up like a rocket, and come down like a rock.”  Their faith was not like a flash fire which quickly reduces to a pile of ashes.  When they “signed on,” they signed on “for the duration.”  I once heard an African-American pastor preach on the first words of Acts 2:42, “And they continued steadfastly,” and he added four words of his own: “They continued steadfastly—and they didn’t stop!”  It was a remarkable and memorable message on perseverance in faith and service.  The Philippians set a precedent for such a message.  They had a remarkable history of steadiness and endurance.  “Let us run with endurance the race that is set before us” (Hebrews 12:1).  The entire Philippian fellowship was a pattern of perseverance.





Finally, Paul reminds them of the coming climax, the consummation, the “grand finale” of the Christian life.  He mentions the coming “day of Christ Jesus.”  On that day, all of God’s work in the believer and in the fellowship of saints will reach its crown.  On that day, Jesus will be manifested in glory, will be met by His glorified Bride, will judge our service for Him, and will praise us (I Cor. 4:5) and reward us for our faithfulness to Him.  We look back to the “first day,” and we look forward to the final day.  While others keep their eye on the clock, we should keep our eye on the Coming! We stand today somewhere between the “from” and the “until” of verse five.  





A dear, dear pastor friend of mine signs his letters, “Until the Unto.”  Perhaps we should sign ours, “Between the from and the until.”  Thank You, Jesus, for what You have already done!  We eagerly look forward to the rest—in both senses of the word.  Until then, keep us faithful in advancing the Gospel. 











 


�





















