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Introduction

The first 3 vs. of Luke 11 comprise possibly the greatest combo of the whole Bible.  If you can master these verses and practice it than you can master the practice of prayer.  But this passage is so very full that it will take you a lifetime to even study it.  And right in the middle of this passage there is a marvelous little parable of Jesus.  It’s only 4 verses in length, but it is a masterpiece of a parable.

Now remember that the subject is prayer.  In the middle of the passage Jesus tells this story.  This is in verses 5-8.

5-8…. To the end of the asking of food.

The surrounding passage has one foundation for prayer.  It’s a family foundation.  Jesus tells us to pray “Our Father” and we are to pray as members of a family.  And he actually uses family pictures in His teaching.  He pictures a son appealing to his father or a child asking his father for a favor.  Then he says that even an evil father knows how to give good gifts to His children… and how much more shall your Heavenly father give good gifts to those that ask Him?  So the basis/foundation for prayer in the entire surrounding passage is a family foundation. God is my father, I am His son.  We are common members of His family if we are saved.  And as family members we have rights to ask Him for things.  That is the family foundation for prayer.  

From Family to Friendship

But in the little parable the foundation completely changes.  It is no longer a family foundation.  It is now a foundation of friendship.  And the word friend appears 4 times in the passage of this story.  He begins to link family and friendship.  There are three friends mentioned in the story.  One friend, appealing to another friend for bread, because another friend has come on a journey and friend 2 has no bread to give him.  

Vs. 5 – This is a very awkward situation because the man has shown up at midnight, and remember that there was no electricity.  People generally lived in one small room. So it was very disturbing for someone to knock on your door at midnight, and yet this is what happens in this story.  Then he explains why this happens….

Vs. 6 – For a friend on his journey has come to me and I have nothing to set before him.  So we can see the awkwardness.  A friend has shown up at the awkward hour of midnight and is traveling. In the east where it is often extremely extremely hot many times the traveler did not travel by day because it was too hot so he traveled under the cover of night instead when it was much cooler.  So he did not plan to come to this man’s house at midnight, it’s just the time that he arrived in his travel.  So the host goes to the door at the knock on the door, and he sees this friend whom he doesn’t expect.  He throws out his arms of welcome and is surprised that his friend is here.  Social requirement in the east means that the host must supply a meal immediately to his guest (which is the situation here).  It would be a social disgrace if he did not do so.  So the mind of the host goes back to his pantry and he thinks “oh no I have nothing at the house, no bread in the pantry”.  What a social disgrace that would be.  But then the host thinks, “But I have a friend next door and he has bread at his house… so I can go next door on the basis of our friendship and ask him for three loaves of bread… one for my guest, one for me and one in reserve,” – and he thinks he will get this bread next door.

Vs. 7 – And that friend from within shall answer and say…….”” ……..  So the man was turned away.  “What time is it?!  What are you doing here at midnight?!  You are causing me all kinds of trouble, my children and my wife in bed and if I get up it will arouse the entire family!  You are causing us nothing but trouble.  Get away from that door and leave us alone.”  --  This shocks the man.  “Wait just a minute, I thought our friendship would carry more weight than that.”

Vs. 8 – Jesus says, “I say to you ….”   He will not give him bread because of his friendship, but because of the boldness of the asker.  The key is “inopportune”  This word is not often spoken by anyone.  So here we have an entire important parable of Jesus built around a dominant word and we don’t even know what the word is or what it means.  So we have a problem in understanding this variable…

… The man in need goes next door to his next door neighbor friend or thinks he is his friend at least.  They’ve always been friends anyway.  Receiving the response… “The door is shut and locked and I don’t intend to get up… my children are with me in bed you are disturbing all of us… get away from the door!”  The man outside….

…. Excuse me…. Do you mean to say that our friendship is not big enough for you to get up and give me three loaves of bread?  “No you are only troubling us”… and so the man does this.  Standing outside, he says, “if our friendship won’t carry this request…” KNOCK KNOCK KNOCK KNOCK “try to get used to this!!  How are you doing in there?!” … KNOCK KNOCK… “is everyone awake yet?”  -- Inopportune – Shameless impudence.  “You want to sleep the rest of the night with this?   Well just try it.  You can’t do it!  But if you don’t want to put up with this for the rest of the night then get up and give me the three loaves of bread!!”

That’s exactly what this story means… but what does it mean?  The key word is the word “Friend” – There are three friends in this story.  And the word friend occurs four times.  Now watch very carefully.

Who are the Friends?

Friend A - The Hungry Friend.  The one who is spoken for.  He shows up at midnight.  In his traveling he simply comes to the door when he arrives.  It happens to be the awkward hour of midnight.  Notice several things about this friend.  He is unannounced and unexpected.  He is unfed and he is unsatisfied.  Now who does this person represent? … He represents any person in spiritual need who comes to your life.  -  There is nothing in this story that says that this man is hungry…. Notice that.  It is very important.
When North Americans go on mission overseas they come back to the United States they lead everyone to believe that everyone outside of the United States is hungry for God, but this book says that there is none who seeks after God, not one.  Nobody is naturally hungry for God.  It is buried under his sins.  So how do people get hungry for God?  Somebody has to come with bread in their hands and touch that bread on the tongue of the person in front of him.  And suddenly he becomes aware that he is hungry.  So we call him the hungry man but there is nothing in the story that says he is hungry.. but he is unfed and, thus, unsatisfied.  

People are always coming to the front door of our lives, unannounced and unexpected.  He comes when you aren’t looking for him.  He is unfed and unsatisfied… and so someone else must speak for him.  This is Friend A.

Friend B – He is next to the other one.  He is the helping friend because he will get bread for the hungry friend if there is any bread at all.  Do you realize that Jesus might mildly condemn this friend because he has his own family, his own wife and children and in a few hours he is going to face breakfast with them and doesn’t even have bread in the house.  This person in the middle represents the Christian.  The person in the middle represents the Christian.  He has no bread in the house?!  A Christian should have a pantry stocked FULL OF BREAD.  So that when the slightest need shows up at the door he can open the pantry to get the bread!  But in this case the man had nothing in the house to set before him.  This is the picture of the Christian who is saved but he does not stock God’s resources into the pantry of his inner life.  And so when the knock comes at the door he is embarrassed.  The quality of every Christian life is measured by its overflow – by what it has to give when the unexpected need shows up at his door.  That means that you are filling your pantry every day that you live so that you will always be ready when the hungry friend shows up at the door.  So this friend speaks for the hungry friend. After Jesus condemns him, he then commends him… why?  

1. This man showed an interest in the other man.

2. He identified with the other man.  He had not gone next door to get bread for his own family but he did go to get bread for his hungry friend.

3. He intercedes for this man.  “I insist that you give me bread..” and when the man turns down his request, he then insists that the man get up and give him the necessary bread.

Friend C – The Hesitant Friend.  Now what does this tell us about him?  He doesn’t want to be bothered.  Who does this hesitant friend represent?  (A represents anyone in spiritual need… B represents the Christian…)  The Hesitant friend represents God…. What?!  Is God like that?!  Absolutely not… but why does He picture Him like that?  … Some parables are by comparison and some are by contrast.  Jesus told two parables about prayer and only2… both are in the Gospel of Luke.  Both are parables by contrast.  In other words, this is not what God is like… so why did He tell it this way?  Because this is the way that most people think of God.  … boo hoo, God wouldn’t give me anything.  He knows how evil I am and sinful I am.  If I’m going to get anything from Him I will have to twist His arm behind His back.  He may bless him or her but not me….

… God’s blessing does not depend on your merit, the way you live.  He sends his rain on the just and unjust alike.  It falls on the sinner’s house like it falls on the saint’s.  God is your very, very, very best friend.  In fact, finally, God is the only friend you have.  Everyone else will finally prove to be something else but God is always your friend.  But that is not the question of this parable… the question is not whether God is your friend.  Hello…. The question is… Are you God’s friend?  The second question is: How do you prove that you are God’s friend? – Most people say that you prove you are God’s friend by reading His word.  It is not proof of a friendship to go to another man’s house to eat another man’s food.  Some say prayer.  Many talk to others who aren’t friends at all.  You prove your friendship to God by the way you pass His bread to the hungry person at your door.

So the Christian is the man in the middle.  He is to be the bread passer.  He is to live like this….  (One hand outstretched to A, the other to C) … Please Sir, bread…. Ma’am, bread? …. Please Sir, bread. ….  Sir, bread? …. Please Sir, bread… young man, bread? …. Bread …. Bread …. Bread …. Bread…. 

We are to live like this all the time.  That absolutely erases most “friends” from God’s chart.  They live like “Please sir, bread, I’ve got to be satisfied.  I’ve got to get something out of this and if I don’t get anything out of it I’m not coming back to the table.  Please sir, bread!!”  And God says, “Where is the other hand?”  Please Sir, bread!!!  But if you forget the other hand, it will be like the manna in the wilderness. it will settle inside of you and the very truth of God will rot inside.

We say: “Teach me more…” In the name of Heaven, what for?  Are you just going to get fatter and fatter and fatter on God’s bread or will God find you always with both hands outstretched…?

Jesus Demonstrating This

Closing Story.. in the Ministry of Jesus, it took place out on a hillside.  There were 5,000 men there not counting women and children.  Jesus preached so long that his audience began to starve (haha).  “That’s too long… “Compared to what?!”… “Heaven?!” …. “A Soccer Game…”  compared to what?

Jesus preached so long that He made His audience very hungry.  When He realized that they were hungry.  He said to His disciples “Give them something to eat” “We don’t have anything.”  Andrew said, “there is a little boy here with 5 loaves of bread and two fish” … but what difference could they make for over 5,000 people?  Jesus said, “Bring them to me” – Everything depends on what we bring to Him.  And so he brought the little boy with the food to Jesus… and Jesus did the strangest thing.  The Gospel of Mark says that He seated His audience in companies of 50s and100s.  If he seated them in 50s that’s 100 groups to count the men, and if in 100s that’s 50 groups just to count the men.  Basically that’s a lot of people out there.  And Mark uses a peculiar word… they looked like ‘blooming garden plots’ as he says.  And they had them seated with a path between them.

He then said,” Andrew come here… “ “Lord, you have always blessed, now bless this.”  And he broke off enough bread for Andrew to feed one group of 50.  And even though he broke off this amount of bread, the original bread remained exactly the way it was.  This is called multiplication.  This is the only standard by which God works through His children.  He expects everyone of his children to multiply.  If they are not multiplying through future enlarging generations then they have missed the point 1000%.  “Bartholomew… take this and feed the next group….” Thomas – here – John – here…and so on and so on.  Now, how many apostles were there?  There were 12.  And so when he finished with the 12.  He started over “Andrew, come back again, take this and feed group 13” “Barth.. take this and feed group 14…” now remember we have at least 50 groups of just men.  Feeding them on 5 loaves and 2 fishes until everybody was fed.  And then what did He tell them to do?  “Gather up the fragments that remain.”  God hates waste.  So where does that put you as you waste your life, never passing any bread?  God hates waste.  “Gather up the fragments that remain.”  And they gathered up baskets full.. how many… 12.  Why 12, because there were 12 men  - yes, but there were 12 men a locked fixed position - living with their arms outstretched… and when you live like this God will provide for you – as you are being used to provide for others. But those who live with only one arm outstretched will find that the little bread they receive will spoil inside of them. Time, energy, funds, attitude etc. As we surrender to be used to be in this position He automatically provides for us.

Was there anybody out on that hillside that day who knew a greater miracle than anybody else?  Yes, there was, but who was it?  Be careful be careful be careful… it was the person who served the back row.  The person who served the front row only saw one miracle breaking of the bread.  The person who saw the second row only saw two miracle breakings of the bread… but the person who served the back row saw one miracle after another after another after another all the way until the back row.  So where are the greatest miracles in the earth today?   They are not in America. you can forget that.  All of your desire to go to the US is wasted – it is under the curse of God.  Few miracles are happening there, but go out to the third row and watch the miracles increase… go out to the fifth row and them explode… where are the major miracles today?  They are in the far east of Asia… they are on the continent of Africa.  God means business about that back row.  And when people on the front live like this (one arm stretched)  God says c-ya later.  He leaves there - and quickly – He is leaving one US church after another!  He is gathering His committed people there and sending them to the back row.  So if you want to see the great miracles of God go to China.  Go to Malaysia.  Go to South Korea, Indonesia… where there is extreme persecution.  Where Christians are dying, but God is exploding the work in spite of what is happening.  All over the east… the back row.  

So here is the question:

How many of you will ask God to lock you into this position (arms outstretched) Please, Bread, Sir bread. Please bread. Ma’am bread…?  Where will God find you?  So what will your answer be?  God is recruiting bread passers – true friends of God.  How many of you would say to God, “I want You to lock me into this position? I want to be a true friend of Yours.”

