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 “Paul and Timothy, the servants of Jesus Christ, To all the saints in Christ Jesus which are at Philippi, with the bishops and deacons.”








The study of words has always deeply fascinated me.  For example, look closely at our English word “environment”.  We get this word from the Latin language through the French language, and it literally means, “that which surrounds”.  Any encompassing element of our experience is part of our environment.  





Suppose that you are a passenger on the Queen Mary crossing the Atlantic.  Around you is the ship itself, which is transporting you to your destination.  Around you also are your fellow passengers, the total list of fellow travelers.  They may be kindly, companionable, and helpful--or they may be the opposite of that!  But whatever their disposition, when the ship is launched, you are locked in with them for better or worse!  Around you, too, is a third environment, and it is very threatening.  The ocean, at its very best, by its very nature, requires a lot of power to pass through, and at its worst becomes a tremendous threat to the traveler, opposing his safe arrival at the desired harbor.  Then there is a fourth environment, which is actually a small and specialized part of environment number two.  This fourth environment is comprised of the individual traveler’s circle of intimate associates or companions..  So each traveler has four concentric circles around him as he travels.  The largest circle is the ocean, the next is the ship, the third is the total passenger list, and the fourth is the much smaller circle (it could be as few as one) of his intimate companions.





Now take this simple illustration and superimpose it over the text at the beginning of this study.  The phrase, “in Christ Jesus”, identifies one environment for the Christian.  The phrase, “all the saints”, identifies a second environment.  The phrase, “at Philippi”, points our a third environment.  And the phrase, “Paul and Timothy”, suggests a very important fourth environment.





I.  MY PRIMARY ENVIRONMENT — “IN CHRIST JESUS.”





The place of the believer’s primary environment is specified by the words, “in Christ Jesus.” The Christian’s life is lived “in Christ Jesus.”  This phrase is used in Paul’s letters no less that 164 times.  “If any man be in Christ, he is a new creation.”  “There is now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus.”  As a child of God, I am surrounded by Christ, separated unto Christ, sheltered in Christ, and supplied by Christ.  





�



You can ask a man if he is “in business,” and he will know what you are talking about.  You can ask him if he is in one of the professions, say, law or medicine, and he will know what you are talking about.  You can ask him if he is “in love,” and he knows quite well what you mean.  But many people are strangely mystified by the phrase, “in Christ.”  And some of them are active church members in evangelical churches!  Yet, the early Christians were perfectly at home with this phrase, “in Christ Jesus”, and the Christian who would be victorious must be increasingly at home with this phrase, too — and even more at home in the environment defined by this phrase.





Dora Greenwell wrote of a woman of eighty years who passed by faith into this new environment in which one actually experiences the pardon, peace, purpose and power of Jesus Christ.  At eighty-four, she wrote these words:





“If you ask me how long I have lived in the world,


I’m old, I’m very old.


  If you ask me how long I’ve truly lived,


It will very soon be told;


  Past eighty years of age, Yet only four years old!”





Eighty years in her earthly community, but only four years “in Christ.”  And the dear lady announced that she had only lived for those four years!  No person will be truly alive in any of the other three environments until he is firmly planted by the grace of God in Christ.  To be in Christ means that Christ is to the Christian what the ark was to Noah.  The flood of Noah’s day represents the judgment of God.  The waters of that judgment were sealed out, and Noah was sealed inside the ark.  The entire world was condemned, but not Noah.  He was safe and secure in the ark.  The same is true of a believer because he is in Christ.  By the grace of God and through faith in Jesus Christ, I have been born “from above”.  In the moment of my New Birth, I was translated out of Adam and into Christ.  I am now “in Christ.”  This phrase Declares my Position, Determines my Possessions, Dictates my Practice, and Defines my Prospect.  There is a vast difference between being in Christ and not being there!





A well-worn illustration will help us see this even more clearly.  Two boys grew up together.  They were close friends as children, but as they entered their teen years their paths began to diverge and they ended up in very different places.  Ernie was always in trouble.  He began by shoplifting minor amounts of merchandise from stores, and worked his way up to stealing cars.  Next it was armed robbery.  Finally, in a robbery attempt, he killed a man.  He was arrested, convicted, and sentenced to death.  Mike’s life, however, took quite a different track.  He continued in school, working his way through college.  After he graduated, he became a successful businessman.  However, he had a lot of difficulty with his physical health.  His eyes in particular were very weak.  As he grew older, his sight deteriorated until he was legally blind.





�
One day, Mike heard the news about his old friend Ernie.  He had great sorrow and tremendous compassion over what had happened to his old friend, and he reached out to him.  He went to visit Ernie in prison.  They had a very emotional reunion there, and the old friendship was renewed.  And an idea began to form in Ernie’s mind.  He was about to die, and his friend was sightless.  Was it possible that he could do something worthwhile in his death?  Could he give his eyes so that his old friend could see?  It turned out to be medically possible, and that is what happened.  Ernie was executed for his crime, but through surgery his good eyes were used to restore Mike’s vision.  A murderer’s eyes were transplanted into the body of a law-abiding citizen.  Now what determined the identity of those eyes?  Suppose this scenario: A friend of Mike comes up and says, “Hey, Mike, how are you?  You’re looking great...except...” He leans closer, squints, and exclaims in horror, “Do you realize that you have a murderer’s eyes? 





“How silly!” you would say, and you would be right.  The character or behavior of the person who looked through those eyes before is absolutely of no account now.  The eyes now belong to Mike.  Those eyes take on the identity of the person in whom they live..  Like the “murderer’s eyes” that were transplanted into the body of another man, the Bible teaches that every Christian has been “transplanted” into Jesus Christ (Romans 6:3-4).  It no longer matters where he was; his identity is now “in Christ.”





I am in Christ, as Noah and his family were in the ark, and thus I am saved from the avenging flood of God’s wrath against sin, for Jesus is the Ark upon whom the flood of righteous indignation against sin has fallen.  In Him I am safe, because He has borne the judgment for me.  Indeed, I have borne the judgment, in Him!





I am in Christ, as the children of Israel were in the blood-sprinkled houses on the night of the Passover, and thus I am delivered from the darkness and eternal death of sin.  Jesus is the Lamb whose blood was shed for me, and this blood, applied by faith to my heart, provides salvation and security to me.





I am in Christ, as the unintentional manslayer that fled to the city of refuge was saved from the avenger, and was safe till the death of the high priest, if he abode in the refuge (Numbers 35:25-28).  Jesus, our great High Priest, will never die, for He lives in the power of an endless life.  Thus, He saves to the uttermost (Hebrews 7:25), for He is the “Author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey Him” (Hebrews 5:9).  The avenger of the broken law cannot touch me, because I am in Him.





One Christian friend said to another, “How blessed it is to be ‘safe in the arms of Jesus!’” “Yes,” the friend replied, “but, my brother, we are safer than that.”  “Safer than that!” replied the first friend in astonishment.  “How much safer can you be?”  The friend replied, “My brother, we are as safe as an arm of Jesus!”  It seems hard for some Christians to grasp, but the truth is that a Christian is as safe, as secure, and as well supplied before God as Christ Himself!   As a Christian, my residence is in Christ, my resources are in Christ, and my responsibility (to abide) is in Christ.  The place of my PRIMARY ENVIRONMENT is in Christ.  








II.  MY PROGRESSIVE DEVELOPMENT — AMONG “ALL THE SAINTS.”





The place of the believer’s progressive development is to be among the saints; that is, he is to grow and develop as a Christian in a fellowship of other Christians.





�
The place of the believer’s progressive development is among “all the saints”.  In our earlier illustration, the traveler on the Queen Mary is not alone.  He is traveling with a large number of fellow travelers.  He is on a large “passenger list”, and he is forced to adjust to the other passengers in the confines of the ship in which they are all traveling.  He may find some of his traveling companions to be quite kindly, companionable and helpful.  He may find others to be hateful, spiteful, and critical.  And sometimes, the same travelers may shift from friendly to unfriendly while on the voyage!  





Hopefully, fellow travelers would be strengthened and inspired by each other.  Hopefully, they would find stimulus, encouragement, relationship, support and pleasure in each other.  However, realism forces us to admit that such hopes are not always realized when passengers are thrown together on the same voyage.  





The illustration may be clearly seen by admitting that the Christian is inserted into a family the moment he is saved.  He is immediately placed in an army with other soldiers.  He is in a choir with other singers.  This is seen in the text by examining the phrase, “all the saints.”    It is in the fellowship of the saints that the Christian is to develop.  And the fellowship of the saints is an excellent laboratory for his development. 





Because of much abuse and misuse, the word “saints” is difficult to rescue today.  According to the Bible, a saint is a sinner who has been “justified”, or declared righteous or holy by God, even while he is apparently a long way from saintliness.  A sinner does not become a saint by any performance or morality of his own, but solely through faith in Jesus Christ.  God declares the believing sinner to be a saint on the basis of the perfection of Christ’s Person and redeeming work on the Cross.  At the moment of transfer of trust from self to Christ, God sees the redeemed sinner as being as perfect as Christ Himself.  Having declared him a saint, God proceeds through the work of sanctification to make the saint saintly.  This is a life-long process, and one of the important means God uses in this process is the total involvement the believer has in the church, the larger fellowship of “all the saints.”  It is of great importance that the word “saint” is almost always plural (“saints”) in the Bible.  Indeed, I think there is only one exception in the New Testament, and even there, it is plural in concept (“every saint”).  The eight occurrences of the word in the book of Philippians are all plural.  So the Christian is a person who is learning to live in the plural, making whatever adjustments are necessary to live with other saints, even when they are very objectionable!  These adjustments are growth mechanisms in the Christian life, even the very difficult ones.  You see, as Christians, we are all the sheep of one flock, the branches of one vine, the brothers and sisters of one family, the children of one Father, the living stones of one building, the cells in one body.  John Wesley was right when he said, “There is simply no such thing as a solitary Christian.”  Dr. William Clow said, “The truth is, that faith in Christ cannot be maintained without the fellowship of His people.  The Christian life cannot survive without common prayer, common song, common worship.  It thrives only by the ministry of the Word and the partnership of worship and service.”





�
At the very inception of Christianity, Jesus began with a core of men, many of whom were already socially related.  While He drew them into relationship with Himself, each was simultaneously being drawn into a relationship with every other member of the group.  They occasionally competed with each other and argued among themselves, but this close-knit fellowship was the laboratory in which He fashioned them into world-impacting disciples.  They were saints the moment Jesus called them and they began to follow Him, for the word simply means something or someone that God takes out of common use and puts to consecrated use, to His use.  The word “holy,” which is the root word for the word “saint”, means separated and set aside.  All Christians have been separated from a life of sin and common use and have been set apart unto Christ.  And we can only “comprehend with all saints what is the breadth and length and depth and height of the love of Christ, which passes knowledge” (Ephesians 3:19).





If you as a Christian put environment number two (your place among the saints) before environment number one (your position in Christ), you will be a social, fellowshipping Christian, regular in church attendance, but with no reality or power at the core of your spiritual life.  The life we enjoy in the church and among the saints must be a product of our position in Christ and our abiding in Him.  After all, when two objects get close to a mutual or common third party, the closer they necessarily get to each other.  And this relationship of each Christian with other Christians is the training ground for maturing each Christian in Christ and in the appointed ministry God has for him.


The place of my PROGRESSIVE DEVELOPMENT is among the saints in the church of God.  





III.  MY PRACTICAL ASSIGNMENT — “AT PHILIPPI.”





The place of the believer’s practical assignment is “at Philippi.”  His first involvement for Christ is to be at his residence, in his neighborhood, in the community where he lives.  In the New Testament, it might have been at Jerusalem, at Antioch, at Tarsus, at Ephesus, at Colossae, at Corinth, or at Rome.  Today, it might be at Memphis, at St. Louis, at Little Rock, at Nashville, at Mobile, at Jacksonville, at Dallas — wherever the believer lives.  





To return to our illustration, where you live corresponds to the ocean around the ship which the passenger is traveling on.  The ocean transports the ship, but the ocean is a big problem to the ship.  The world is the Christian’s workshop, but it also provides a giant threat and a big challenge to the Christian.  Jesus said that His followers are to be “in the world, but not of it.”  Our residence is in the world, but our primary resources are not to come from the world.  You see, when a person is traveling across the ocean by ship, the ocean can be a test to the ship and a threat to the passenger.


`


           


 A lady was in a briefing session with other prospective travelers before embarking on an ocean voyage.  She said to the Captain, “Sir, what do we do if we get seasick?”  He replied wryly, “Don’t worry, Ma’am, you’ll do it!”  And she did get seasick on the voyage.  She was leaning over the railing of the ship, “doing” the usual unpleasantry, when a man said to her, “Do you have a weak stomach, Ma’am?”  “Weak, nothing!” she retorted, “I’m throwing it as far as anyone!”  She was still there that evening when a romantic couple saw her.  Associating her with their feelings, the young man said, “Are you waiting for the moon to come up?”  She replied forlornly, “Oh, no!  Does that have to come up, too?”  An ocean voyage can be pleasant or uncomfortable, depending on the passenger’s adjustment to his ocean environment.


�
The environment of this world can be a Christian’s greatest obstacle.  “Philippi” was a pagan outpost of Rome, a Roman colony, with its “far side” facing out onto barbaric heathenism.  So it was a center of anti-God philosophy and activity.  It was here that God established through the Apostle Paul the first Christian work in Europe.  And it was here that the first European Christians — Lydia, the converted slave-girl, the converted Philippian jailer, and other new believers were required to “flesh out” their relationship with Christ.  Their most unfavorable atmosphere was this godless world, seen in the text in the term, “at Philippi.”   Charles Erdman wrote, “It is imperative that Christians constantly remind themselves that spiritual states do not depend upon physical surroundings or conditions.”  How true!  We may live in a floodtide of iniquity, of blasphemy, of unbelief, of spiritual scorn and ridicule, of secularism and materialism, but it will never bother us as long as it does not get inside of us.  That statement fits our analogy of the ship and the ocean.  The place for a ship is in the ocean, but pity the people on board if the ocean gets in the ship!  The Christian’s place of service is in the world, but pity him and the ones he should minister to if the world gets in the Christian.  So the Bible says, “Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world, for if any man love the world, the love for the Father is not in him.”  You see, if you allow environment number three (your place in this alien world) to take precedence over environments numbers one or two, if you put Philippi before your position in Christ or your fellowship with other believers, you will be a worldly Christian, and your effectiveness for Christ will disappear.  But I have a reassuring word for the weak, or wavering, or wondering child of God: take proper care of the first two environments, and this third one will never be able to beat you down.





The more a Christian grows up in Christ, the more he will see the world as his opportunity.  What am I to do with regard to this unbelieving world?  I am to fill my outermost environment (the world) with my innermost environment (Christ).  So my life becomes a vocation of adjustment (abiding in Christ and in fellowship with other believers) and re-adjustment (restoring fellowship with Christ and other Christians when that fellowship is broken). 





Some years ago, a tragic air crash took from our world a great civil servant.  He was Dag Hammarskjold, the late Secretary-General of the United Nations.  Mr. Hammarskjold would probably not be recognized as an orthodox Christian, but when he died, he had with him a well-marked copy of Thomas a Kempis’ Imitation of Christ.  Mr. Hammarskjold’s life, from all accounts, reflected much of the mind of Christ.  He was a man who was immersed in international politics and the resolution of deeply entrenched social problems.  But running parallel to this public life was a private one, an interior life of uncommon richness.  Though he was courageously involved in this world, he was also at home in another world, the world of the quiet spirit.  In daily contact with man, he passionately sought prayerful communion with God.  In his book entitled Markings, he wrote this powerful sentence: “The road to holiness always passes necessarily through the world of action.”  James, the half-brother of Jesus, made the same statement when he commanded, “Be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only.”  George Fox said, “The world should be full of little bright lights wherever Christians are.”  Every Philippi on earth should have a landscape dotted with such lights, the brightly shining testimonies of many individual Christians.





�
Bring yourself under judgment right now.  Are you sensible about environment number one?  Are you sensitive to environment number two?  Are you serving in environment number three?





There is one more environment for a Christian.  It is often ignored and misunderstood, but Christ’s Great Commission cannot be fulfilled until this environment is understood and exploited as He commanded.  This environment concerns the greatest vocation in the Christian life, that of being a disciple and building other disciples as Jesus commanded.





IV.  MY PERSONAL INVESTMENT AND FULFILMENT — “PAUL AND TIMOTHY.”





The place of the believer’s greatest personal investment and his greatest personal fulfillment is suggested by the opening phrase of this epistle, “Paul and Timothy.”  This little phrase opens up an entire universe of relationship, discipleship, fulfillment, and destiny.  	





Let’s “circle” awhile before we solidly “land” on this point.  It is a law in the life of a child of God that there is no success without successors.  This is the way the purpose of God is advanced from generation to generation.  The success of God’s purpose is always assured (if at all) by the presence of a legal successor to the original contract, just as in our law, in which a contract is binding upon “heirs, successors, and assigns.”  Look, for example, at the story of Abraham in the Bible.  The covenant God established with Abraham is never mentioned without reference to Abraham’s descendants, his “seed,” his successor or successors.  Now, press the “Fast Forward” key and move all the way to the time of Jesus.  The slaughter of baby boys in Judea after Christ’s birth by Herod the Roman puppet-king, was an attempt (just one of many) to destroy God’s genetic line to Abraham’s ultimate successor, Jesus.  And even Jesus, the Ultimate Successor, left a successor — the Holy Spirit.	





Looking back again into history, we remember that Moses left a successor in Joshua.  But Joshua left no successor.  So the Jewish people were not strong enough for many years to control the land and live in peace.  They were finally led (erratically) by an irregular series of “judges,” like Samson, to battle with the Philistines.  The first Jewish king was Saul, and he left no successor.  He was Divinely displaced by David, who left a succession of kings to rule the land, starting with Solomon.  So we see the strong suggestion that a man could neither live nor die successfully without a successor.





�
We are all familiar with the sad picture of a “winner-take-all” achievement, a solitary conquest meant to be enjoyed and celebrated only by the victor, whose personal satisfaction is his only aim in life.  The entertainment media makes this a frequent plot premise, presenting a “lone ranger” as hero or anti-hero who lives for the moment.  However, the Bible presents us with a distinctively different standard, that of success through a successor.  This is the standard of multiplicative disciple-making in the New Testament, the standard Jesus masterfully followed in building twelve men who would be entrusted with the transformation of the world.  Dietrich Bonhoeffer said, “The truly righteous man is the man who lives for the next generation.”  E. Stanley Jones wrote, “The wise man is the man who plants a tree under whose shade he knows he will never sit.”  The Divine genius of Christianity is clearly seen in the three stark words, “Paul and Timothy.”  The Bible does offer a “success standard,” though it is admittedly strange in the world’s eyes.  In the Bible, no achievement is ever legitimately made merely in one’s own name.  Often the “success” God works through us does far more for others than for ourselves.  





The introductory phrase, “Paul and Timothy,” shows the importance of one disciple-maker, a “trigger” man, a “catalytic” man, an “introducer.”     “Paul and Timothy.”  Paul could have been an invincible loner.  If ever a single individual overthrew an entire society, it was the Apostle Paul.  He practically conquered the entire Roman Empire alone.  And yet, not alone.  Not alone at all.  He had the Near Presence of the One who said, “I myself am with you all the days, even to the end of the age.”  And he always seemed to have around him a cluster of individuals who were pursuing with him “the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.”  Paul stood in a long line of world-impacters for many reasons, and one of the most important of them was his understanding and practice of the discipler-disciple relationship and the disciple-making process.





One of the most renowned names in the game of golf is that of Harvey Penick.  Harvey Penick’s name never appeared on a winner’s trophy at a PGA golf tournament, but when Penick died at the age of 90, the world of golf lost one of its greatest teachers.  Although his books have sold millions of copies (and the publication of them almost never occurred, because of his modesty), he was remembered most for his direct impact on people.  An Associated Press story stated, “Penick refused to teach methods or group lessons, instead applying his wisdom to the talents of individual players.”  Tom Kite, the leading money winner in PGA Tour history, was 13 when he began working with Penick.  Ben Crenshaw began learning the game from Penick at the age of 6.  Any golf fan of today will have etched on his memory the picture of Crenshaw on his knees on the eighteenth green of Augusta National Golf Course after sinking the winning putt in the 1995 Masters Golf Tournament.  Crenshaw was in tears, and he stated that his week at the Masters was emotionally wrenching to him, not merely because of the pressure of tournament competition, but also because his lifelong teacher, Harvey Penick, had died that week.  Penick, who could have spent his life speaking to crowds, chose instead to invest himself in individual persons — many of them children — one at a time.





Though the Apostle Paul had a large and effective “public” ministry, he also modeled the kind of unselfish discipling, or mentoring with a mission, which Jesus did with small groups of selected individuals.  Here, Paul’s discipling activity focuses, as it often did, on one person, a young man named Timothy.  Then he urged Timothy to do the same with others.  He wrote, “The things that you have heard from me...commit these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also” (II Timothy 2:2).





�
            “Paul and Timothy.”  Here we see the importance of one disciple (nobody can have two until he first has one). If we really operated in a Christ-like manner and by His method, would there be any single specific work that would always characterize us?  Yes!  Jesus clearly modeled the strategy that He mandated in the Great Commission, and both model and mandate are exemplified in the words, “Paul and Timothy.”  The Commission of Jesus is to “turn people into disciples,” and His own method and ministry provide the only acceptable interpretation of His command. Every Christian is commanded to “turn people into disciples,” and this must be done reasonably after the model of Jesus if it is to be done properly.  One of my most important environments (ministerially, it may be the most important) is the small atmosphere which prevails around me and my disciple(s). One of my most important involvements is my involvement with my disciple(s).  The procedure and product of my disciple-making ministry must be constantly measured by those of Jesus, so the final test is in the product.   I cannot succeed without a successor, a disciple.  Pastor Rick Yohn said, “I developed a boldness for witnessing by following the example of one man.  I developed a consistent prayer life by following the example of another.”  The principle of succession is an indispensable principle in true Christianity.


      


         Paul was simply following the command of Jesus when he won and trained Timothy, his disciple.  Thus Paul was a very wise man.  He decided that the best way to strengthen and maximize his own ministry was to pour his life into others, singly or corporately, and then multiply himself through them.    So he made a conscious choice to restrict his other ministries as much as was necessary to stake his own future productivity on the faithful ministry of Timothy and other disciples whom he also trained. Certain names are highlighted in the New Testament simply because Paul discipled them, names such as Silas, John Mark, Trophimus, Tychicus, Aquila, Priscilla, Titus, and Luke.  Two casualties came from that group — John Mark, a part-time casualty who later recovered (through the ministry of another disciple-maker, Barnabas!) and wrote the Gospel of Mark.  The other casualty, Demas, apparently never recovered from his defection.  Remember that even Jesus had a “rotten egg” in His Dozen!       





“Paul and Timothy.”  This uniting of names and personalities and service also reveals the importance of teamwork in the world-impacting plan of God.  Something about Timothy’s presence provided great encouragement to Paul.  Every disciple-maker knows what that “something” was.  And surely Paul encouraged Timothy as well.  In Exodus 17 is the story of a battle between the children of Israel and the Amalekites.  It was a strange battle.  Joshua was the general, fighting at the battlefront.  Moses was on the top of a nearby hill with the rod of God in his hand.  But two other men were also involved, Aaron and Hur.  When Moses lifted up his hands, Joshua went forward; when Moses tired and dropped his hands, Joshua retreated.  That’s when Aaron and Hur got into the act.  They raised Moses’ hands for him and the battle was won.  Timothy and Silas may have played the roles of Aaron and Hur for Paul.  They certainly kept Paul’s hands lifted.  Everyone knows about the Apostle Paul, just as everyone knows about Moses.  But behind the scenes were Timothy and Silas and other team members, encouraging, supporting, facilitating, trouble-shooting, and engaging in shuttle diplomacy.  As a result, great spiritual battles were won. And prayer support is only one of the group dynamics which may be used to advantage in a team model.  A team milieu provides a sense of belonging and security, facilitates opportune mutual encouragement, permits vocational stimulation and accountability, and allows the exchange of hands-on challenge.  “Iron sharpens iron” — and though sparks may fly from the friction of the encounter, weapons are fashioned which God may choose to deploy for infinite purposes.  May He be pleased to do so with us!	





�
The Christian is provided with an advance agenda for functioning in all four “environments” or “worlds” in which he lives.  He is responsible to abide in Christ (John 15:4).  He is responsible to impact the world for Christ’s sake, both locally and globally (Acts 1:8).    He is responsible to love the saints (John 15:12).    And he is responsible to “turn people into disciples” (Matthew 28:19) to enlarge Christ’s influence to the ends of the earth until the end of time.  Christian, are you living in all four worlds?  Are you exercising yourself effectively in all four environments?  Are you consistently abiding in Christ?  Are you enjoying the company and experiencing the crucible of the fellowship of believers?  Are you exerting a positive influence for the Savior in your Phillipi?  Are you discipling some Timothy for total world impact?

































































