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And as Jesus passed by, he saw a man which was blind from his birth.  And his disciples asked him, saying, Master, who did sin, this man, or his parents, that he was born blind?  Jesus answered, Neither hath this man sinned, nor his parents: but that the works of God should be made manifest in him.  I must work the works of him that sent me, while it is day: the night cometh, when no man can work.  As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.  When he had thus spoken, he spat on the ground, and made clay of the spittle, and he anointed the eyes of the blind man with the clay, And said unto him, Go, wash in the pool of Siloam, (which is by interpretation, Sent.)  He went his way therefore, and washed, and came seeing.  The neighbors therefore, and they which before had seen him that he was blind, said, Is not this he that sat and begged?  Some said, This is he: others said, He is like him: but he said, I am he.  Therefore said they unto him, How were thine eyes opened?  He answered and said, A man that is called Jesus made clay, and anointed mine eyes, and said unto me, Go to the pool of Siloam, and wash: and I went and washed, and I received sight.

The body of the Gospel of John closes with the explanatory statement:  "And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book:  But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through his name."  There are three key words in this statement; the second word succeeds out of the first, and the third succeeds out of the second.  The three key words and their connection may be pictured in this simple way: “Signs   Believe   Life.”  The Gospel of John has been called a "book of signs."  The word "signs" is a specialized word used to describe the miracles of Jesus which are recorded in the Gospel of John.  There are seven of them and this very number should make us highly suspicious!  Seven is the perfect number, and these seven signs are recorded in order that men might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and their believing is the channel of appropriation by which they receive eternal life.  So each miracle of Jesus recorded in John's Gospel is a "sermon," or sign, a material witness to an underlying spiritual truth.  So there is usually a teaching section attached to the account of each miracle.  Each miracle is like a transparency held up before us so we can look through it to the truth it pictures.  As the miracle reveals the divine reality of Jesus Christ, there are two possible reactions to it:  the observer may receive Christ by faith, or he may reject Christ in unbelief.  If he accepts Christ, he receives eternal life through His name.  So these seven signs in John's Gospel are very important.


Today, we will examine one of these signs.  In John 9:1-11, the story is recorded of the miraculous healing of a man born blind.  The importance of the story is revealed in the fact that this "sign" has the largest and most unusual explanation of any of the sign/stories in John.


This account is both strange and fascinating.    Remember, it is a sign!   But what does it "sign-ify"?

I.  MAN'S CONDITION WITHOUT GOD.

First, it presents a perfect picture of man's condition without God.  There are three words in the story, all of which begin with the letter "B," which reveal man's condition without God.  


Man's condition without God is a birth condition.  Six times in John 9 we are told that this man's problem was of long standing.  Verse 1 says that he "was blind from his birth," and verse 2 says that he was "born blind."  What a picture of man who is lost without God.  Man is a sinner — by character, by choice, and by conduct — but he is first a sinner by conception.   Psalm 51:5 says, "Behold, I was shapen in iniquity and in sin did my mother conceive me."  Have you ever seen a cooking tin on which cookies are baked?  I saw one years ago which a child had struck with a hammer, and one of the cookie molds was all bent out of shape.  Every cookie that came from that particular mold was bent out of shape also!  When Adam sinned against God, his character became instantly "bent out of shape," and every human being born of Adam is born with his flaw.  "We're all made from the same mold — the only difference is that some are moldier than others!"  So the Bible says that we all are "by nature (birth) the children of wrath"  (Eph. 2:3).   We suffer from a tragic birth condition.


Then, man's condition without God is a blind condition.  Fifteen times in John 9 we are told that this man was blind.  What a perfect picture of the sinner without God!  He is blind to the things of God, and what is worse, he is usually blind to his blindness!   In II Cor. 4:4, the New Testament tells us that "the god of this world (Satan) has blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious Gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them."  Every person without Christ is as blind to the spiritual world as the man in our story was blind to the natural world.  You may remember the biblical story of Samson, who lived at enmity with the pagan Philistines.  When the Philistines finally captured the great strong man, they put him in a prison, built a hot fire, put a bar of iron  in that fire, and burned his eyes out of his head.  Satan did the same thing to man in the very moment Adam sinned.  Because Adam was our representative before God, when he sinned and went blind, so did we! 


Two old men boarded a commuter train one day, a train which they had never ridden before.  Just before they boarded, one of them bought a bag of fresh fruit at a fruit stand.  The train was moving down the track — clackity, clackity, clackity, clackity — when one of them decided to eat a piece of the fruit.  So he peeled a banana and took a big bite of it.  But just at that very moment, the train plunged into a large, dark tunnel.  As it hurried along in the darkness, the man said to his friend, "Zeke, have you ate one of them bananas yet?"  "Nope, I ain't," replied the friend.  The first said firmly, "Then take my advice and don't touch them.  The second you take a bite, you go stone blind."    Friend, the truth is that at the very moment Adam "took a bite" (Genesis 3:6), he went stone blind toward God — and every person born of Adam (every human being except Jesus) has been born with his flaw.  So every member of the human race is a blind person moving amid a society of blind people.


An elderly woman stood on a busy street corner, hesitant to cross because there was no traffic signal.  As she waited, a gentleman came up beside her and asked, "May I cross over with you?"  Relieved, she thanked him and took his arm.  The path they took was anything but safe.  The man seemed to be confused as they dodged traffic and walked in a zig-zag pattern across the street.  "You almost got us killed!" the woman exclaimed in anger when they finally reached the curb.  "You walk like you're blind."  "I am," he replied, "that's why I asked if I could cross with you!"  I gravely fear that our society supplies at large a classic example of the blind leading the blind.


H. G. Wells registers this truth in a brilliant story entitled The Country of the Blind.  The story tells how an explorer fell in the high Andes Mountains down, down, down, always cushioned by soft snow, until he finally stopped.  His party of explorers saw the path of his fall, concluded that no one could survive such a fall, and gave him up for dead.  Though he could not climb back up the mountains, he did manage to work his way down.  Finally, he saw houses below him.  But as he approached them, he discovered several peculiarities.  The houses were painted with very erratic colors and patterns, and they had no windows.  He thought, "The persons who built and painted those houses must have been blind."  As he neared the village, he saw several people.  He begin to shout and wave wildly at them, but their heads turned with each call toward the sound of his echo.  So they never really looked toward him, only toward the sound of his voice echoing in the mountains.  As he approached, they obviously could not detect where he was.  Finally, they located him and approached him.  Then he made the discovery that he was in the legendary "country of the blind."  The valley had been cut off from the rest of civilization for many generations, and due to a disease of long ago, every person in the valley was blind.  The newcomer was reminded of the old saying, "In the country of the blind, a one-eyed man is king," and he determined to assert authority over them and bring them under his control.  But he made a strange discovery.  Because of their blindness, they had so sharpened their other four senses that he could not control them.  In fact, they brought him under their control.  As they examined him and related to him, they discovered that he talked about "eyes" and "sight," which were foreign concepts to them.  They thought his problem was caused by the little round things in the front of his face which he called "eyes" — and they thought he could be cured if they were removed!  He fell in love with a beautiful young girl in the valley, and she also insisted that he would never be "normal" and they could never have a proper relationship unless his "eyes" were removed.  So he finally agreed, uneasily, to the surgery.  As the scheduled surgery approached, he became more and more uneasy.  When the day arrived, he arose early in the morning, looked out and saw the beautiful sunrise and the sunlight falling on the mountains covered with beautiful flowers, and he knew he could not follow their plan.  He slipped away from the village, climbed up the mountains until he finally located a way out of the valley, and returned to the world of sighted people.


What a parable!  You see, when blind people live only with blind people, there is an absence of any point of comparison, and they think blindness is normal.  When sick people fellowship only with sick people, there is an absence of comparison, and sickness is regarded as the norm.  When dead people live (!) only with dead people, there is an absence of comparison, and they don't have to face their deadness.  Dear Christian, do you see why it is so crucially important that you live a Christ-centered, love-expressing, Spirit-filled life every day?  You will thus provide the point of contrast by which blind men can realize their blindness, sick men their sickness, and dead men their deadness.


Finally, the story "signifies" that man's condition without God is a begging condition.  In verse 8, the blind man's neighbors said, "Is not this he that sat and begged?"  A beggar possesses nothing of value, and every man without God is beggarly poor as far as true riches are concerned.  A beggar has no negotiable currency, and a lost man has no negotiable currency of his own which can be "rung up" in the register of reality.  He is fully dependent on someone else's resources and can only get them by begging.


So man without God is born blind and reduced to begging at Heaven's gate.  

II.  THE MAIN CAUSE OF MAN'S CONDITION WITHOUT GOD.

Our story (our "sign") goes a step further:  it reveals the main cause of man's blindness.  The strangest part of the story is in verse 6:  "When He had thus spoken, He spat (Greek, ‘ptuo,’ which even sounds like a spit!) on the ground, and made clay of the spittle, and he anointed (literally, ‘spread’ or ‘pasted’ or ‘plastered’) the eyes of the blind man with the clay."  How very peculiar!  Jesus spat on the soil, scooped up the moist dirt and molded it into clay.  Then he broke it into two lumps and patted them into disks that would fit the man's eye sockets.  Then he plastered them down over his eyes.  What in the world does this mean?  Jesus actually adds to this man's blindness.  He adds an artificial and symbolic blindness to his organic blindness.  In fact, if the man had not already been organically blind, he would now be artificially blinded by the clay in his eyes.  Why did Jesus do this?  Why did He seal the very eyes which He was about to open?  I am amazed to hear the explanations that are given for this, and even more amazed that many commentators attribute no significance to it at all, and most amazed when someone declares that the mud-in-the-eye was the means of this man's healing, though the Bible plainly declares that it was the washing in the Pool of Siloam (in obedience to Jesus) that effected the cure.  Am I to take the blindness as a sign, and the Pool of Siloam, and see no sign at all in the clay in the eye?  I think not.  I reserve for myself the right to be wrong, but I see in this strange action of Jesus a sign of the main cause of man's spiritual blindness.


What is the main practical reason for man's spiritual blindness?  He is blinded to God because his eyes are filled up with earth!  Over 1,500 years ago, the great theologian, Aurelius Augustine, writing on an altogether different subject, said, "Because of Adam, there has flown into every man's eyes, as it were, dust from the earth, and thus man's eyes are diseased, blinded, and in a state of constant irritation."


When Henry IV asked the Duke of Alva for an opinion about the mysteries of astronomy, the Duke replied, "Sire, I have so much to do on earth that I have no leisure to think of heaven."  That, dear friends, is the practical accounting for man's blindness to the things of God.  Lost man is like the man in Bunyan's parable of "the man with the muckrake."  A man is hoeing in a field, turning over long rows of dirt clods.  An angel has parted the skies and is posed silently above the man, holding a diamond-studded golden crown in hand to place it on the man's head — if he will look up!  But he is oblivious to Heaven, eternity, and reality — he is too occupied with the dirt clods!


Gypsy Smith, the great old-time preacher, said a mother brought her small son up to meet him one evening after a crusade meeting.  When the mother introduced the great preacher to her son, the boy just stood there.  The mother said, "Son, give Mr. Smith your hand.  Shake hands with the preacher."  The little boy extended his left hand.  The mother scolded, "Son, you know better than that!  Give Mr. Smith your right hand!"  The little boy said, "Mama, I can't."  She replied, "And why can't you?"  "Because I've got my marbles in my right hand," he answered.  Many, many people are like that.  They can't give God the right hand of their best attention, their best responses, their best devotion, because they have their "marbles" in their right hand.  Their eyes are filled up with earth.


The great missionary to the high mountain ranges of southern China, Isobel Kuhn, once wrote, "I have been a missionary for twenty-seven years, but there is one person I have never met.  I have never met a heathen tribesman who was looking for salvation.  The eyes of the heathen never look up; they always look only down — down on the earth, and down upon their own bodily appetites."  You see, man without God is so earth-bound that he is earth-blinded.  So, when Jesus made the clay and pasted it in this blind man's eyes, He was emphasizing his blindness, and identifying the true nature of it.  He was showing the main practical cause of man's spiritual blindness.

III.  THE MAGNIFICENT CURE OF MAN'S CONDITION WITHOUT GOD.


The story concluded by revealing the magnificent cure of man's condition without God.  Verse 7 says, "And (Jesus) said unto him, Go, wash in the Pool of Siloam (which is by interpretation, ‘Sent’).  He went his way, therefore, and washed, and came seeing."  Here is the cure, and the man reinforces the account with his own testimony in verse 11, "A man that is called Jesus made clay, and anointed my eyes, and said unto me, Go to the Pool of Siloam, and wash: and I went and washed, and I received sight."  Actually the word translated "sight," "aneblepsa," means "sight from above."  This man knew the source of his healing.


Remember, this story is a "sign."  What does the Pool of Siloam represent?  It is necessary for us to understand this pool in order to read the "sign."  To this very day, the Pool of Siloam is one of the prominent landmarks of the City of Jerusalem.  It is located in the southeastern corner of the old city, and is reached by descending a long flight of stairs.  It is 53 feet long, 18 feet wide, and 19 feet deep, so it is the size of a large swimming pool.  And what a history it has!  Jerusalem is unique among leading cities of the world in that it is has no internal water supply.  An invading army could quickly starve Jerusalem into surrender by shutting off the entrance of water into the city.  So King Hezekiah had acted to remedy that situation many years before our story occurred.  Outside the city, on the slopes of the Kidron Valley, there was an artesian spring called the Gihon Spring, or the Virgin's Fountain.  Hezekiah assigned a group of engineers to build an underground tunnel which would follow the erratic course of the fissures in the rock until it went under the walls of the old city of Jerusalem.  Then they sealed up the surface approach to the spring, and the water ran from its artesian source down through the tunnel, under the wall of Jerusalem, and into the Pool of Siloam.  So Jerusalem had its internal water supply.


In the Old Testament this water flow was used as a symbol of God's supply for His people.  

A dramatic example is found in Isaiah 8:6-8.  "Because this people have refused the waters of Siloam, that go softly, and rejoice instead in false alliances and resources, now, therefore, behold, the Lord bringeth upon them the waters of the river strong and many, even the king of Syria, and all his glory: and he shall come up over all his channels, and go over all his banks: and he shall pass through Judah; he shall overflow, and his stretching out shall find the breadth of thy land."  This passage calls for careful analysis.  God's work is normally quiet and gentle, like waters "that go softly," while the world's ways are loud, blustering and boisterous.  Interestingly, one of the main Hebrew words for "ungodly" (the first Psalm, for example) means "boisterous, noisy, tumultuous, unsettled, restless" and it suggests the idea of provoking a riot, or creating  disturbance, or making trouble.  As our society becomes increasingly restless, "like a troubled sea, which cannot rest, whose waters cast up mire and dirt," we need to give special heed to the Word of God.  If we refuse to be still and listen for the "still small voice of God," He will allow the tidal waves of loud and noisy judgment to sweep the land.  The alternative is clear, and there is no third possibility: it is either Jesus or judgment!


Jesus Himself introduced the “sign”: “Go, wash in the Pool of Siloam,” and the Holy Spirit explained it by adding, "(which is by interpretation, 'Sent')."   Dear Christian, don't miss the glorious meaning here.  The word "Siloam" means "Sent."  What does this signify?  The Gospel of John will tell us very clearly.  Every time anyone said to Jesus, "Who are you?" He replied, "Sent!"  Every time anyone said, "Where are you from?"  He answered, "Sent!"  Every time anyone asked "Why are you here?"  He said, "Sent!"  His answer was monotonously regular:  "I am One Sent!"  Forty-two times the Gospel of John refers to God the Father sending Jesus the Son.  Twenty more times it refers to Jesus sending the Holy Spirit, or us, or others.  The word "Sent" is a dominant word in this Gospel.  So what does the "sign" mean?  Jesus is saying to all men, "You're blind to God because your eyes are stuffed full of earth and you will remain blind until you come to the One Sent and let Him wash the dust and dirt of earth out of your eyes!  But when you come to Him in simple obedience, you will have sight from above.  Then, your testimony will be like this man's:   "One thing I know, that where as I was blind, now I see."


A word of warning is also necessary at this point.  Multiplied millions of people are so tainted by sin (Self-Ish-Ness) that they refuse to admit the possibility that they are blind.  The same thing was true of the Jews at the end of this story (read John 9:13-41 very carefully).  In verse 39, Jesus said to them, "For judgment I am come into this world, that they which see not (they recognize that they are blind) might see; and they which see (they believe they see perfectly without anybody's help, they ‘think they see’) might be made blind."  So God will judicially enforce the blindness of those who think they see without Him.  Verse 40 says, "And some of the Pharisees which were with Him heard these words and said unto Him, ‘Are we blind also?’”  They said, in effect, "You're surely not suggesting that we are blind — blind like the common rabble who don't know the law — you're surely not saying that, are you?”  “Jesus said unto them, If ye were blind (conscious of your blindness), ye should have no sin (no sin would be charged against you, because I can heal your blindness if you will just admit it and come to me); but now ye say, we see; therefore, your sin remaineth."  So Jesus has come to meet the needs of everyone who confesses, "I have desperate need."  But to those who refuse to admit their need and so refuse to come to Him, what they think is their health becomes their fatal disease!


So I'm going to conclude by inviting you to let a blind man be your guide.  Jesus gave marked attention to this man (verse 1), and He does the same to you.  When He addresses your blindness, you have a choice.  You may hug your blindness and profess that you can see well enough without Him or you can heed His invitation and command, obey it, and become one more testimony to the eye-opening presence and power of the Lord Jesus Christ.
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