“THE HEALING OF A HAUGHTY LEPER”

(II Kings 5:1-19)


Late in the evening of a beautiful day in the northwestern United States, three children were watching a brilliant artist as he painted the beautiful landscape and sunset.  Looking over his shoulder, they kept edging closer and closer to him.  Suddenly he stopped, turned abruptly to them,  and asked, “May I help you?”  One of the three children timidly replied, “Mr., we love your picture, but please, Sir, could you put us in the picture?”  This is what happens when a sinner is saved.  He suddenly sees himself in God’s larger picture.  Today, I want to ask you to “put yourself into the picture.”  Instead of Naaman the Syrian, put your name in the account.  Instead of leprosy, put the word sin into the record.  Instead of the Jordan River, put in the words, “the place called Calvary,” where “the blood of Jesus Christ, God’s Son, cleanses us from all sin.”  Celebrate your salvation, or turn to Christ and be saved, as we examine this remarkable story together.  

I. A SYRIAN MAN

Let me begin the study with a truth that the casual observer might take for granted, but it should not be treated so glibly.  Naaman, the needy man at the heart of the story, was a Syrian man.  Syria was one of the powerful nations north of Israel, and it was an extremely proud country.  Naaman the Syrian was in a position to enjoy what was best in Syrian life, for he was an important man in the court of the Syrian king—and everything in our story tells us that he was intensely proud of his native country.  

Syria was an important and colorful country to live in at that time.  Naaman spoke with great pride of Damascus, the capitol city of his country, and its two beautiful rivers Abana and Pharpar which rose fresh and cool in the mountains of Lebanon and then ran rapidly down to irrigate and refresh a glorious oasis of trees and fertile farmland around Damascus, creating a beautiful situation for the glittering city.  It has often been told that when Mohammed saw Damascus from a nearby mountain he refused to enter it, declaring that there was only one Paradise for man and that he had decided not to enjoy his on earth.  The description of the supplies of silk and silver which Naaman took with him on his journey to Israel reminds us that Syria was a place where many people enjoyed wealth and leisure and could pursue culture and art in a way not possible in many of the surrounding nations.  Syria could offer to a man of Naaman’s ability and worldly wisdom a full and absorbing career, money and quick advancement, and the proud sense that he belonged to a great country.   

In contrast, Israel was often at war with Syria and was often defeated by the superior Syrian armies.  The citizens of Israel in this story, the little Israelite maid, Elisha the prophet of God and Gehazi his servant, had none of the luxury and culture Naaman enjoyed.  Each of them probably saw this wealth and culture for the first time when they came into contact with this splendid Syrian military commander.  The story reminds us of the contrast between the beautiful rivers of Syria and the small, muddy Jordan River in Israel.  Fertility was evident in Syria, but famine was frequent in Israel.  Life was narrow, humdrum and confining in Israel, but life was expansive and exciting in Syria.  Naaman was a dashing Syrian cavalier riding in a splendid chariot, attended by a fine entourage, and carrying gifts of vast wealth when he entered Israel to command a cure for his leprosy—and he thought with his prestige that he could actually command it).  

The bottom line:  Naaman normally despised Israel.  When he passed over its boasted river Jordan on his reluctant trip into Israel, he laughed with scorn and called it a mere trickle of water.  Despising the country, he despised its people and their God.  How such a small country with such little international clout could make the claim that its religion was the only true one in the world and its God was the only living and powerful God, Naaman simply could not understand.  The worship of Rimmon, the god of Syria, was not very rewarding either, but after all, who needs much of a religion when he is so rich in everything else?

Naaman the Syrian is living in our culture today.  We would call him the “man of the world.”  He is an interesting, suave, somewhat admirable type of man.  He has an amazing zest for life.  He seems to fully enjoy the best this world can offer him of culture, amusement, entertainment, wealth, variety, pomp and sports.  But the religion of the Bible is to him something cold and unreal compared with his full and active lifestyle. Christians may “glory in the Cross,” but he sees absolutely nothing there to glory in.  From his point of view, this “man of the world” is sure that his way of life is vastly superior to that of the man who confines his life to the worshipping of an Unseen Person and serving that Person in His Church and in the world.    

It is a mistake to suggest, as Christians often do, that the life lived by non-Christian people is dull and unsatisfying and lacking in zest and sweetness.  There are probably many people who don’t have a care for Jesus Christ who are enjoying to the full (in their thinking) their social circles, places of amusement and entertainment, and “affairs”, and sometimes they seem to be enjoying these things more than Christians enjoy Jesus and the Christian life.  Furthermore, when the Church tries to adopt the enticements of the world to gain members and “win people to Christ,” it finds that it cannot really compete with the glamour and glitter of the world.  What Israel offers if/when it “apes” Syria can never quite touch what Syria can offer to its own, and certainly never appeals to the man who has only a Syrian heart.   Naaman was the highest example of a Syrian man, and would never have given a thought to Israel except for a deadly development in his life.

II. A SIGNIFICANT MAN

Secondly, Naaman was not only a Syrian man, a personification of “the man of the world,” he was also a significant man within Syria.  

He was a man of great position in Syria.  If anybody in Syria had positional prominence, it was Naaman.  He is immediately introduced in the story as “captain of the host of the king of Syria.”  That is, he was the Commander-in-Chief of the military of his country.  He was every inch a soldier—manly, energetic, vehement, fiery, wise in warfare, and courageous.  He occupied a very important position in his nation.

He had gained this position partially through his own performance.  And he was a man of powerful performance.   In fact, in his view, he had gotten to his prominent position “the old fashioned way—he earned it.”  He had apparently climbed up the ladder through the ranks of military life and action, and had performed admirably under fire.  The historical background of the story is important in understanding Naaman.  In the time just prior to Naaman, an Assyrian king and his armies had conquered Syria.  Chafing under the Assyrian yoke, the Syrians had finally rebelled and won their liberty.  It was in this war of independence from Assyria that Naaman the Syrian had distinguished himself.  

Several sharp phrases in the story reveal Naaman’s accomplishments.  He was “a great man with his master, and honorable, because by him the LORD had given deliverance unto Syria; he was also a mighty man in valor” (verse 1).  These accolades give us the keynote of his life, and reveal the foundation of his greatness.  Given the militarized stature of Syria and the military armies of the surrounding nations, we must assume that Naaman was a man of tremendous human wisdom, forethought and planning, a man of great ingenuity, energy, quick decision, versatility, and all the other qualities which are mixed into the character of a great military general.  In the wars against the Assyrians and the Israelites Naaman had succeeded as no other had done before him.

We must emphasize one short line in the accolades given to Naaman in verse one if we are to fully understand the whole story.  Think again of these crucial words:  “By him (Naaman) the LORD had given deliverance unto Syria.”  So Naaman was ultimately a product of God’s Providence, not merely of his own performance.  We must remember that it is God who lifts men up and puts men down, who raises beggars from the dunghill and casts princes from the throne.   God is not to be ignored in any circumstance of life.  He is not only “behind the scenes,” but He is arranging and governing all the scenes He is behind!  If there is a special providence in the falling of a sparrow, much more is His hand to be traced in all that befalls us.  “The lot (the dice, we would say) is cast into the lap (that is, men make the “controlled roll of the dice” that they think determines their destiny), but the whole disposition thereof is of the LORD” (Proverbs 16:33).  Let us rest assured that whatever we attempt in life, except the LORD smile upon it, it cannot prosper.  “Except the LORD build the house, they labor in vain that build it.  Except the LORD keep the city, the watchman waketh but in vain” (Psalm 127:1).  When Naaman is presented to us, he is described as one endowed with rare personal qualities and favored by earthly power and possessions, but behind it all, he is blessed by Divine Providence.  He is a product of God’s Providence, and so are we.  Because of the “mix” of his person,  his performance, and his position, overshadowed by God’s Providence, he was a significant man.

III. A SICK MAN

All of the favorable things said about Naaman the Syrian (verse 1) were suddenly cancelled out, in effect, by a frightening discovery he made one day.  What a cloud of gloom this discovery cast over the man and all of his associates!  One sad disqualification was placed upon his resume of accomplishments.  He was a vigorous, vital, virile, victorious man, but one day it was discovered that he was a desperately sick man.  On that day Naaman also discovered that he had to begin to seek something else besides wealth, variety, amusement, culture and the praise of men.  “…but he was a leper,” the text says.  He had leprosy, and nothing within the whole reach of life in Syria could cure a man of this dread disease.  So Naaman made two shocking discoveries that interrupted and threatened to destroy his “happy” lifestyle:  (1) He had the dreaded, deadly disease of leprosy; and (2) There was not a single person in Syria who could secure a healing for him.  I wonder, with his faith in the culture of Syria, if the second discovery was not at least equal in its personal devastation to the first one.  

You see, Syria had to pronounce Naaman “hopeless” when he became a leper.  Syria had to give him up on that fateful day.  All of Syria’s bright lights and national ascendancy dimmed to him on that day.  Syria pronounced him “unclean” and began to treat him as an outcast on that day.  No one dared to risk close association with him lest he, too, contract leprosy.  That’s why Naaman had to turn his back on Syria and turn his face toward Israel on that day.  In Israel, they were not nearly as clever as the Syrians, not as “happy,” brilliant and dashing; life was duller and more monotonous in Israel.  But a secret was held among the Godly in Israel that could not be gained in Godless Syria.  There was someone there who had an audience at the Throne of God, and could command a cure for leprosy, and that swung the balances in Naaman’s life away from merely continuing life in Syria and making a desperate journey to Israel.  

Dear friend, have you made the staggering discovery that you are defiled, hopelessly and apparently incurably?  You see, this is your story!  You are a sinner in the sight of God.  Naaman’s sad story is a picture of your tragic story.  You have sat in the Divine artist’s studio today for your “likeness.”  You have had your picture made by God Himself.  God had you in His eye when He inspired the description of this Syrian’s loathsome disease.  In the physical ravages of leprosy, we see a symbol of the spiritual ravages of sin.  Sin is to spiritual life (the life that counts for eternity) what leprosy is to physical life.  Both seem small in their beginnings, and may appear slow in their progressions, but both are always fatal.  This is no invention of mine; this truth is presented throughout the Bible.  Leprosy is a type, a picture, a pattern of sin.  Furthermore, in the formula God gave for the cleansing of a leper we have a vivid picture of the saving work of Jesus Christ.  

In the sight of God and His holy angels, this world is one vast lazar-house, with inmates everywhere who are repulsive and plague-stricken.  Of course, you don’t think so, but you are not the Physician.  Many a patient in a Doctor’s office has had to take fresh stock of his life when the Doctor’s “bad news” diagnosis and prognosis came in loud and clear.  Your spiritual vision is likely so impaired by the disease of sin that you don’t even think you have it, but that does not alter the fact.  Because of sin, you are presently a walking dead man, and an even worse doom awaits you beyond physical death than you can imagine.  Like Naaman, you are dying piecemeal.  The Divine Doctor declares you to be a sinner,  that sin is a fatal disease, and that the road between you and hell is getting shorter every day.  

Naaman was a great man—but he was a leper.  You need to face this bit of biographical information about yourself:  you may be a star athlete, but you are a sinner.
You may be a powerful  politician, but you are a sinner.  You may be a prominent author, but you are a sinner.  You may be a brilliant musician, but you are a sinner.  You may be a skilled lawyer, or doctor, but you are a sinner.  Try to understand what this means.  You are so identified with sin that it is as if you are only sin before God—thus, you are called a sinner.  You are identified in sin, by sin, and with sin.  

Suppose I hold a class of cyanide poison in my hand.  At this moment, it is objective to me; it is not a part of me.  But then I drink it, and it enters my body.  It is assimilated by my body and flows to every cellular part.  At that moment, it can accurately be said that I am poisoned.  What difference does it make at that moment how tall I am, how handsome or beautiful or intelligent I am, how wealthy I am, who my friends are, etc., etc.  Countless things suddenly become meaningless.  I am poisoned, identified by/with the poison in my body.  So it is with sin.  My attainments, my possessions, my friendships, etc., etc., do not matter before God.  The one determinative thing about me is that I am a sinner.  You may be all those wonderful things you think you are—but you are a sinner.  

You have a deadly, deadly disease, like Naaman did.  The Bible says, “The whole head is sick, and the whole heart is faint.  From the soles of the feet to the crown of the head, there is no soundness in us, but wounds, and bruises and putrifying sores” (Isaiah 1:5-6).  Our sins make us appear before God like leprosy makes a man appear before men.  

One more thought at this point.  Some doubter will say, “Did you not say that Naaman’s success was due to the blessing of God?”  Yes, I did.  “Then who sent his leprosy?”  I will go beyond secondary causes and answer, God did!  If God “allowed” it, He in effect caused it.  “Why would God do that?”  My friend, that leprosy, loathsome and fatal as it was, was God’s best gift to Naaman.  “How so?”  Just because it drove him to God.  Except for the leprosy, Naaman would surely have continued in his “happiness,” “assurance,” “accomplishment,” “wealth,” and never would have come to God.  Please understand, with as much “life” as Naaman had, there is a much higher life to be had; with as many honors as he had, there are many more much higher honors to be had.  So that which was Naaman’s biggest sorrow turned out to be God’s highest blessing.  What brought Naaman to God?  His leprosy did!  Suddenly, nothing else mattered to him.  Naaman was a desperately, desperately sick man.  

IV. A SYMPATHIZED MAN

Naaman’s desperate need takes a turn for the better when we realize that he was also a sympathized man.  He had the sympathy of a small assortment of caring people.  His salvation depended on three servants (or groups of servants) in the story:  the little Israelite maid who was the servant of Naaman’s wife (verses 2-5), the group of Naaman’s personal servants who attended him on his trip to Israel (verse 13), and the servant of God, the prophet Elisha (verse 8).  The first two sympathized with him because of previous association, the last one identified with him with “tough love” and showed his sympathy by insisting on the application of God’s prescription for Naaman’s cure.  Note this principle: the eternal destiny of leprous sinners is in the hands of Christians who are willing to serve God and others!  

The first sympathizer was the little “captive maid” who had been kidnapped from Israel by a band of Syrian soldiers who were on a marauding raid into northern Israel.  “And the Syrians had gone out by companies, and had brought away captive out of the land of Israel a little maid; and she waited on Naaman’s wife.  And she said unto her mistress, Would God my lord were with the prophet that is in Samaria!  For he would recover him of his leprosy.  And one went in, and told his lord, saying, Thus and thus said the maid that is of the land of Israel.”  What a portrait these verses give us of this heroic young housemaid!  We read in the Bible of lofty lives, and of lowly lives, and of lives lived at every level between the two.  But often, it is the lowly persons who produce the greatest impact for God.  Note the contrast:  a little captive and a lordly captain!  A nobody giving instructions to a nobleman!  A captive counseling a conqueror.  A significant man following the suggestion of a slave maiden.  But the little captive maiden acted with incredible maturity (probably beyond her years), and the lofty nobleman had to become like a little child!  

It is enlightening to trace the “child” aspect in the story of the Syrian leper.  There is a heaven-and-hell difference between being childish and being childlike.  Study the story with this in mind:  In verses 1-12, Naaman was tragically childish, and it almost cost him the cure he so desperately needed; but in verses 13-19, broken by disappointment, frustration and desperation, he was truly childlike, and his childlike obedience was the human instrument in his cure.  The Bible gives this rule about sinners:  “Except you be converted, and become as  little children, you will never enter into the Kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 18:3)

What compassion the maid had!  We would understand her feelings if the Bible said, “She rejoiced over Naaman’s plight.”  After all, she was an involuntary slave in a foreign land and among alien people who had shown themselves hostile to her homeland.  But when she heard the bad news of Naaman’s illness and watched the gloom that settled over the household, she had such compassion for him that she forget her previous feelings and went to her mistress and told what she knew.

Note her remarkable contentment.  She was displaced from her own country and her own family by the forceful action of an invading army.  She found herself surrounded by rough men, and subject to their will.  She was dragged to a hated country, and forced into household service there.  But there is no evidence is despair, protest or complaint in her.  Indeed, it was the maiden and not the sick man who initiated the course for cure.  This was an amazingly contented young woman.  The living God, the God of Israel, had made her invincible within.  The Bible says, “Be content with such things as you have, for I will never leave you nor forsake you, says the Lord” (Hebrews 13:5).  Surely she had had Godly training by her family back in Israel.  Surely she was able to conjure from memory Scriptures she had learned as a child.  And now, all of these things stood to her advantage, and Naaman’s as well.  

Note her remarkable courage.  In a very vulnerable position, she courageously went to her mistress and told her about the mighty prophet of God in Israel, and boldly declared that “he would recover Naaman of his leprosy.”  She spoke these words so straightforwardly and confidently that some listener took them seriously and went and told Naaman himself.  This bold maiden’s words proved to be the most important human ingredient in Naaman’s healing.    

  Dear Christian, the Bible says that “God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself, and He has committed unto us the ministry of reconciliation.”  The world is full of lepers, and it is the duty of Christians to work for their cure.  We should determine to give every sinner within our reach the same kind of sympathy and compassion this young maid gave to Naaman.  He was blessed by several servants in the story who saw to it that he was a sympathized man.  
V.  A SEEKING MAN


Fourth, Naaman the Syrian leper was a seeking man.  He was desperate enough to take any possible measure (yes, even going to Israel!) to find a cure for his leprosy.  Receiving the encouragement and endorsement of his king, who urgently told him to leave immediately, he melted before the king’s counsel.  The king further told Naaman that he would write a letter of introduction and appeal to the king of Israel. “And Naaman departed, and took with him ten talents of silver, and six thousand pieces of gold, and ten changes of raiment.”


Though he went to the despised land of Israel, his pride was still intact and assertive at this point.  The phrase, “he took with him”, suggests the errors of the flesh.  A sinner must come to Christ, saying, 

        “Nothing in my hand I bring, Simply to Thy Cross I cling,

                      Nought else can for sin atone, Christ must save and Christ alone.”

        “Just as I am, without one plea, But that Thy blood was shed for me,

         And that Thou biddest me come to Thee, O Lamb of God, I come, I come.”

Naaman had to learn these lessons the hard way, but he did swallow a tiny bit of his pride and begin the search.

VI.  A STUPID MAN

In spite of all of his advantages in seeking God’s cure, Naaman was still full of himself, his culture, and his pride, and he played the fool to such perfection that he nearly missed the available cure.  At this point in the story (like most sinners in need of salvation), he was an incredibly stupid man.  He almost fell victim to “the deceitfulness of sin” (Hebrews 3:13) and died a leper!

Think of the mistakes Naaman made as He “sought God and His salvation.”  First, he tried the wrong plan.  He took a large sum of money and goods with him (someone estimated the value to be at least $78,000 in that day’s currency values), thinking to purchase his cure.  Like Simon Magus in Acts 8, who, when he saw the work of the Holy Spirit through Peter and John, “offered them money, saying, ‘Give me also this power.’  But Peter said unto him, ‘Thy money perish with thee, because thou hast thought that the gift of God may be purchased with money” (verses18-20).  Money would have no purchasing power whatsoever to secure the cure Naaman needed, and the same is true of a leprous sinner.  God’s invitation is, “come without money and without price” (Isaiah 55:1).   But Naaman made this discovery only after he had exhausted the possibility of purchasing the cure.  “The free gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord” (Romans 6:23), but many sinners make this discovery only when they are at the end of their rope.  

Then, Naaman went to the wrong person.  The little maid had said, “If only he could reach Elisha the prophet of God in Israel,” but instead, he went to the King of Syria with his appeal and the endorsing letter of his king.  “He brought the letter (from the king of Syria) to the king of Israel, saying, Now when this letter is come unto thee, behold, I have therewith sent Naaman my servant to thee, that thou mayest recover him of his leprosy.  And it came to pass that when the king of Israel had read the letter, that he rent his clothes, and said, Am I God, to kill and to make alive, that this man doth send unto me to recover a man of his leprosy?”  Note that the King of Israel admits in his statement that only God can heal a leper.  Dear friend, only God can save sinners.  Don’t insert other sinners like yourself into the equation as a point of trust.  Don’t put any other fallen human being into the picture as a mediator between you and God.  “There is one God, and one Mediator between God and man, Himself the Man Christ Jesus” (I Timothy 2:5).  Trust Christ and Him alone for salvation.

Also, Naaman trusted in the wrong power.  He divided his trust, placing part of it in God and part of it in the human mediator of God’s power.  And he tended to dictate how the power should be deployed, depending on a human formula rather than faith in God’s revealed plan (verse 11).  “Power belongs to God” (Psalm 62:11), and salvation from sin requires a miracle of that power.   A leper once cried to Jesus, “If You will, You can make me clean.”  Jesus compassionately disregarded the doubt suggested by his words and replied, “I will, be clean.”   The text then says, “And immediately his leprosy was cleansed.”  Even so, the Gospel of Jesus Christ is “the power of God unto salvation to every one who believes” (Romans 1:16).  Dear friend, if you are lost, before you read another word, your sins may be fully and forever cleansed away by the power of the saving Son of God.  Trust Him and let Him cleanse and save you now! 

And Naaman trusted in the wrong place.  God’s prescription specified a certain place for the healing, for strategic reasons.  Naaman, on the other hand, proudly wanted to insert a substitute place which would better suit his tastes.  “Are not Abana and Pharpar, rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel?” (verse 12)  But the place was previously and strategically determined in the plan of God  for the very purpose of humbling Naaman so that He might heal him, and God would not adjust Himself to Naaman’s plan.  Instead, Naaman had to adjust himself to God’s plan.  Until Naaman’s pride caved in under the full impact of his need, he was a stupid man.   You, too, dear friend, must beware lest your great pride keep you from God, salvation and Heaven.  

VII.  A SHATTERED MAN

Before he could be saved, Naaman had to become a shattered man.  The Biblical story is a play-by-play account of the constant and ever-deepening humiliation of Naaman, until all his massive pride and faith both in himself and in everything that had formed his lifestyle in Syria were completely destroyed.  

                “He must be humble who would to Heaven go,

                  For there, the gate is wide but it’s also low.”

First, he had to listen to a housemaid as a matter of life or death.  Naaman finally saw that this little Jewish girl knew more about the true solution for the deepest problem of his life than all the doctors and priests and nobles of Syria put together!  In Matthew 11:25, Jesus said, “I thank Thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because Thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes.  Even so, Father, for so it seemed good in Thy sight.”  Naaman had to learn this lesson in a personal way.

Then, he had to forfeit his faith in the value of his Syrian culture and wealth and importance.  He went to Israel full to the brim with pride of country and culture, and determined not to come under any real debt to the prophet of  the God of Israel. He was determined to pay every penny it was worth for the healing he sought.  He would take with him to Israel all that Syria had to offer, and he was sure that would be enough.  He was “Mr. High-and-Mighty,” and he wanted everyone to know it.  But he met only humiliation at every move he made, and his every attempt met with frustration..  

In short, Naaman had to be humbled before he could be healed.  He wanted to be treated as a great man who happened to be a leper, but Elisha treated him as a leper who just happened to be a “great man.”  By the way, Elisha’s name means “My great God is salvation” (!!!).  Naaman had to face and satisfactorily answer the question, Which is the really important thing, my dignity or my disease, my pride or my peril, my laurels or my leprosy?  Would I rather be honored or healed?

Note again the succession of steps, any one of which would have derailed him if he had not been reduced to desperation—and they almost derailed him, anyway!  (1) He had to listen to a little slave girl for instructions; (2) He had to go to despised Israel; (3) When he arrived in Samaria, the King of Israel got angry and frustrated over Naaman’s appeal, further disturbing and humbling him; (4) When Naaman (finally) arrived at the home of Elisha, the prophet wouldn’t even come out to see him or talk to him.  Instead, he sent a lowly servant in his place!  Remember that Elijah was the prophet of terrible power, while Elisha was the prophet of tender pity, so this action was extremely out of character for Elisha, but was a strategic part of God’s humbling of Naaman.  (5) The formula for healing was to “wash in Jordan,” and he could not imagine anything more lowly and humiliating.  

Proverbs 6:16-17 says, “These six things doth the LORD hate: yea, seven are an abomination unto Him: a proud look, …”   Number One on “God’s Hate Parade” is pride!  Author Eugenia Price once wrote, “It is a good rule for a Christian to remember that Jesus only suffered until He died.”  If a Christian will determine to die to himself when any challenge comes, he will be delivered from many frustrations.  Naaman received shock after shock to his preconceived ideas, but when he chose to “die,” the suffering was over and the healing came.  Incidentally, the word “Jordan” is a compound Hebrew word which means “descent into judgment.” You may remember that Daniel’s name means “judgment (dan) of God (El).  Naaman had to descend to the judgment of self-death before he could meet God on His terms.  Before he could be saved, Naaman had to become a shattered man, and the same is true of every lost sinner.  I have often said that the necessary conviction of sin (see John 16:7-11) that precedes salvation is a little bit of hell administered by the Holy Spirit to keep the sinner from getting the full dose!  Conviction is never adequate until it isolates the desperately needy sinner with God and lets him see himself as God sees him.  The sinner has to be shattered before he can be saved.

VIII. A SAVED MAN

Finally (finally!), Naaman became a saved man.  Blaise Pascal, the French philosopher, mathematician, scientist and Christian interpreter picturesquely said, “The Christian life begins by dipping your finger in holy water.  You don’t become a Christian in your sleep.”  That is, you must respond to God’s invitation by opening yourself to definite contact and relationship with Him.  How did Naaman become a saved man?  

First, God dogmatically revealed the truth to the needy leper.  Naaman  had to do everything “according to the saying of the man of God” (verse 14), or he could not be saved.  In the life of every sinner, the formula is the same if he is to be saved:  “Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God” (Romans 10:17).  The word for the “Word” in that verse is rhema, which means the quickening Word of God  which reaches to the heart, not the logos, the mere propositional word which may only academically reach the mind.   The lost sinner must hear a word from God about his sin and about God’s salvation which penetrates his defenses and brings with it the very Life of God.

Second, he repented of his former understanding and acted upon God’s revelation.  The word translated “repent” in the New Testament is a compound Greek word, metanoia.  “Meta” means “after,” and “noia” means “to think.”  To repent means to think everything over again, and this time you see and accept God’s viewpoint about everything—sin, self, the Savior, salvation, etc.  You can see Naaman throughout the story being squeezed by his desperate need until he is willing to adopt Heaven’s viewpoint about everything.  The end of the story reveals how thorough and transforming his repentance was.  

Third, he was willing to release himself to any necessary course in order to be healed.  “Then went he down, and dipped himself seven times in Jordan.”  He dies to his own resources, his own reputation, and his own reason, and descends into the muddy Jordan.  After the sixth “dip,” he is still as leprous as the other times.  But after the seventh time under the muddy water, “his flesh came again like unto the flesh of a little child, and he was clean”—as if he had been born all over again (II Kings5:14)!  He did not come up with the scars of his previous condition on him, but rather, his flesh was as smooth and clean as that of a newborn baby (!).  “If any man is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away, all things have become new” (II Corinthians 5:17).  Dear friend, have you truly been made new in Christ?  Are you His new creation?  Have you been “born anothen (from above)”? Naaman became a saved man, and so may you.  Truly repent of your sins and truly receive Jesus Christ by faith into your heart and the Holy Spirit  will make you a new person.  Then you can sing by experience,

               “Saved by His power Divine, Saved to new life sublime,

                 Life now is sweet,  And my joy is complete,

                 For I’m saved, saved, saved!”

IX. A SATISFIED MAN

Finally, the story reveals that Naaman was a satisfied man.  His rage had become rapture before the conclusion of the story.  Think carefully through the final part of the story.  “And Naaman returned to the man of God, he and all his company, and came, and stood before him: and he said, Behold, now I know that there is no God in all the earth, but in Israel: now therefore, I pray thee, take a blessing of thy servant.  But Elisha said, As the LORD liveth, before whom I stand, I will receive none.  And he urged him to take it; but he refused.  And Naaman said, Shall there not then, I pray thee, be given to thy servant two mules’ burden of earth?  For thy servant will henceforth offer neither burnt offering nor sacrifice unto other gods, but unto the LORD.  In this thing the LORD pardon thy servant, that when my master goeth into the house of Rimmon to worship there, and he leaneth on my hand, and I bow myself in the house of Rimmon, the LORD pardon thy servant in this thing.  And he said unto him, Go in peace.  So he departed from him a little way.”  What a revealing conclusion!  Here we see the full satisfaction of Elisha after his healing.  He is like the tenth leper in the story of the ten healed lepers in Luke’s Gospel.  Only one came back to thank Jesus, and Naaman is like that man.  

Note the “new-birth marks” on him.  (1) He now has new convictions.  When Naaman addresses Elisha, he now calls himself “your servant” (five times in this concluding passage).  How his views and actions have changed!  His values and views have been reversed; the things he despised before, he delights in now.  When Naaman came up out of the water cleansed, he instantly ceased to belong any more in heart and affection to Syria, and to Rimmon the god of Syria, and he is willing to see himself the servant of the true God and of his prophet.  True salvation always produces new convictions in the saved person.  

(2) He now has a new confession.  Whereas before he said in protest over Elisha’s prescription for his healing, “Behold, I thought…” (verse 11), now he says, “Behold, now I know that there is no God in all the earth, but in Israel” (verse 15).  True salvation always evokes a new confession from the saved person.

(3) He now makes a new commitment.  He says to Elisha, “Give to your servant two mules’ burden of earth? For your servant will henceforth offer neither burnt offering nor sacrifice unto other gods, but unto the LORD” (verse 17).  Apparently, he wanted to take “a little bit of Israel” back home to Syria with him and let it remind him of his new life and loyalty.  He may have even wanted to build a small memorial altar at his home to bow regularly before God.  True salvation always guarantees a new commitment.

(4) He goes home with a new conscience.  He declares his new conviction about his old job in the King’s court back home (see verses 18 and 19), and apparently Elisha gives him permission to go through the old religious motions, which are now meaningless to him.  Much like Jesus going to hear the stuffy old rabbis in the synagogue, and the early Christians continuing for some time to go to the Jewish Temple after they have met Christ—but all was done with a full consciousness of the Gospel and its power and blessing, and with full independence of any part of the religious practice that was not in sync with that Gospel.  A Christian should have a new conscience about all of life—the things permitted and prohibited, the victory and the vocation of the life in Christ, the responsibility and the resources of the Christian life, etc., etc.  True salvation always breeds a new conscience.

In Isaiah 1:18, God’s prophet expressed God’s invitation in these words, “Come now and let us reason together, says the LORD, for though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be white as snow, and though they be red like crimson, they shall be as white as snow.”  Have you been washed white by the blood of Christ, or are you only white-washed by your empty ideas and opinions?  

      “Have you been to Jesus for the cleansing power, 

       Are you washed in the blood of the Lamb?   

                   Are you fully trusting in His grace this hour,

                   Are you washed in the blood of the Lamb?”
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