“THE SURRENDER OF JESUS IN THE GARDEN”

John 18:1-11

“When Jesus had spoken these words, he went forth with his disciples over the brook Cedron, where was a garden, into the which he entered, and his disciples.  And Judas also, which betrayed him, knew the place: for Jesus ofttimes resorted thither with his disciples.  Judas then, having received a band of men and officers from the chief priests and Pharisees, cometh thither with lanterns and torches and weapons.  Jesus therefore, knowing all things that should come upon him, went forth, and said unto them, Whom seek ye?  They answered him, Jesus of Nazareth.  Jesus saith unto them, I am he.  And Judas also, which betrayed him, stood with them.  As soon then as he had said unto them, I am he, they went backward, and fell to the ground.  Then asked he them again, Whom seek ye?  And they said, Jesus of Nazareth.  Jesus answered, I have told you that I am he: if therefore ye seek me, let these go their way: That the saying might be fulfilled, which he spake, Of them which thou gavest me have I lost none.  Then Simon Peter having a sword drew it, and smote the high priest’s servant, and cut off his right ear.  The servant’s name was Malchus.  Then said Jesus unto Peter, Put up thy sword into the sheath: the cup which my Father hath given me, shall I not drink it?” 
Perhaps the most despised character in human history is Judas Iscariot.  Humanity has never been quite able to fully forgive him for what he did to the Son of God near the end of His life upon earth.  It was Judas who bargained with the leaders, gained his price, and betrayed Jesus into the hands of desperately wicked men.  This he did by leading a mingled band of citizens and soldiers to Gethsemane and pointing out Jesus for the arrest.

Many Bibles have marginal outlines in them to aid us in finding certain passages, or to help us understand the contents better.  In every such Bible I have examined, the passage we have read is called “the betrayal and arrest of Jesus.”  But, to call this incident “the arrest” of Jesus is only a half-truth, at best.  For it is not nearly so much an “arrest” of Jesus by His enemies as it is a surrender on the part of Jesus Himself.

Sometimes it is much easier to see truth when it is presented through an illustration than when it is presented in the cold facts of the case.  The text comprises a miniature picture of the larger surrender of Jesus on the cross.  Everything that was true of His surrender on the cross is true, in microcosm, of His surrender in Gethsemane.  Remember that Gethsemane is called a Garden.  The Fall of man took place in a Garden called Eden, and now the commitment of Jesus to die for our salvation was also settled in a Garden, the Garden of Gethsemane.  Look at the characteristics of His surrender in the Garden of Gethsemane, which I call “the vestibule of Calvary”.

 

  I.  THE SURRENDER OF JESUS WAS VOLUNTARY
First, the surrender of Jesus was voluntary.  Nearly every verse in this text suggests in one way or another that Jesus voluntarily surrendered Himself to His captors in Gethsemane.  Verse two tells us that He went to a place that was well known to Judas.  Between the dismissal of Judas from the upper room and the actual arrest in the garden, at least two hours must have elapsed.  In that time Jesus could have left Jerusalem and have been well on His way across the river to Perea, or to some hiding place where the Jewish leaders could not have found Him.  Judas’ betrayal would have recoiled on himself, since he would have failed to produce Jesus, and undoubtedly the priests would have wreaked the vengeance of their disappointment on him.  At one stroke Jesus could have saved Himself and could have disposed of the traitor.  But instead, He went to the garden with the full knowledge that Judas had gone to bargain with the priests for His betrayal and would look for Him in this familiar rendezvous  

Verse three suggests that the soldiers expected Jesus to attempt to escape, for they came looking for Him “with lanterns and torches.”  But verse four says that “Jesus went forth, and said unto them, Whom seek ye?”  And when they replied, “Jesus of Nazareth,” He said, “I am he.”.  And again, “I have told you that I am he.”  His action was in direct contrast to the conduct of our first parent, Adam, who, upon the inquiry, “Adam, where art thou?” sought to conceal himself among the trees of the garden.  But Jesus approached the armed band and asked them the simple question, “Whom seek ye?” and then boldly declared, “I am he.”  If Jesus had not elected to take the way of the cross, not all the cunning of Judas, nor all the craftiness of Caiaphas, nor all the callousness and cruelty of Herod, nor all the cowardice of Pilate, could have conspired to bring Him to the death of the cross.  

When “they went backward, and fell to the ground,” how easy it would have been for Him to leave them in their panic and confusion, and frustrate the whole plot.  But He didn’t do it, because the world was to learn that He was led to the slaughter, not by mistake, but intentionally.  The Lamb of God, then, was distinguished from all typical victims — all the sacrificial lambs of history — in this respect: they were taken without their choice, but He went by free acceptance.  At the heart of His cross is His own self-surrender and self-sacrifice.  Even when Peter made a move of violence to protect Him, He allowed no resistance.  In Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus said, “If I asked my Father, He would give me more that twelve legions (72,000!) of angels,” but He refused to do so.  His surrender was voluntary.  In John 10:17, Jesus said, “I lay down my life.  No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myself.  I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again.”  In Matthew 20:28, Jesus said, “The Son of Man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give His life as a ransom for many.”  In Hebrews 9:14, we read that “He gave Himself for our sins.”  It is no wonder that the main wounds inflicted on Jesus at the cross are inflicted on the front of His body, for He did not back into His death, He went to it face-forward!  His surrender to that shameful, painful, criminal death of the cross was voluntary.

     II.  THE SURRENDER OF JESUS WAS NECESSARY
Also, the surrender of Jesus was necessary.  The necessity of it is expressed in verse eleven:  “Then said Jesus unto Peter: the cup which my Father hath give me, shall I not drink it?”  The word “Father” in that sentence needs to be heavily underlined in our thinking.  To all appearances, it seems to be out of place.  It would appear that the cup of His sufferings and death had been mingled, not by God, but by the sin and hatred of man.  It would appear that the bitter ingredients of that cup had been supplied by the unfaithfulness of His own disciples, the hatred of the priests, and the treachery of Judas.  But Jesus Himself recognizes only the Father’s hand in the mingling of the cup.  The image of the “cup” reminds us of Jesus’ prayer in Gethsemane: “O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup  (of suffering, pain, loneliness, death) pass from me; nevertheless, not my will, but thine, be done.”  It was the Father who mingled the cup, and the Father who presented it to Him to drink.  Jesus said, “I do always the things that please my Father.”  Therefore, the surrender of Jesus was necessary.  He had known this for a long time.  In Matthew 16:21, after Peter had made the great confession that Jesus was the Christ, the Son of the living God, the Bible says, “From that time forth, Jesus began to show unto His disciples how that He must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised again the third day.”  His self-surrender was necessary.  His death on the cross was an unconditional necessity.  But why?  Why was it so necessary?

In the very nature of God’s dealings with man, the cross was a necessity.  Look at the basic facts about God and man.  Man is a radical (radical) sinner.  God is infinitely (infinitely) holy.  Sin and holiness are incompatible and irreconcilable (infinitely so).  They do not and cannot mix.  Holiness cannot tolerate sin.  Sin cannot stand in God’s presence.  But this infinitely holy God loves this radically sinful man, and wants fellowship with Him.  Therefore, something must be done about man’s sin, or he will perish.  The cross was God’s answer!  The Holy God sent His sinless Son to die for sin and the sinner.  In this act, justice was satisfied, and mercy was extended to man.  If man was to be saved, the self-surrender of Jesus was essential.

In the American Civil War, the “war between the states,” one of the earliest casualties of the Union Army was a young, gifted Chicago lawyer, Colonel Elmer Ellsworth.  He was shot to death by a hotel proprietor while defending the Union flag in Alexandria, Virginia.  Abraham Lincoln had the body of the young officer transported to the White House, where it lay in state in the East Room.  The coffin was draped with the flag the young lawyer had died defending.  Mr. Lincoln was standing beside the coffin when it was first opened in the East Room of the White House.  His biographer tells us that the President, whose own body was to lie in death on that very same spot within four years of that time, broke down into uncontrollable weeping, and then he exclaimed through his tears, “My boy, my boy, was it necessary that such a sacrifice be made?”  Before the Union could be restored, 500,000 Union soldiers alone were to lay down their lives for the redemption of the nation.  

The question is sometimes asked about Christ’s death at Calvary: “But why did He have to die?  Was it really necessary that such a sacrifice be made?”  But Divine law, Divine justice, Divine love and mercy and grace, all joined hearts and tongues to cry out unanimously, “Yes, it was necessary!”  The cross of Christ was an absolute and unconditional necessity if God was to remain God and man was to be saved.  The surrender of Jesus was necessary.

  III.  THE SURRENDER OF JESUS WAS SUBSTITUTIONARY
Finally, the surrender of Jesus was substitutionary.  In verse eight, Jesus spoke this marvelously suggestive sentence: “If ye seek me, let these go their way.”  I can imagine, when I read this, that gesture of the hand with which Jesus must have swept the little half-circle of His disciples, as He says in effect: “You can take me.  I’m ready to go.  I am not to be spared.  I could lift my finger and twelve legions of angels would dart down to my aid, but I will not have it so.  I’m ready for the sacrifice.  But as for these men, my disciples, don’t harm them.  Spare them, and let them go.”  Thus, in this verse, in token form, we have the great meaning of the Cross brought before us.  Even now, Jesus was already acting as the Divinely appointed scapegoat.  He was the Divine substitute for God’s people.  

Five times in the New Testament, there is one great sentence of truth repeated.  The sentence  reads, “He gave Himself for us.”  What He took upon Himself at the cross rightfully belonged to us.  The sin was ours; the suffering was ours; the God-forsakenness was ours; the death was ours.  But, wonder of wonders, He made it all His; He gathered it up unto Himself, and in the mystery of His sacrificial death, He made full and complete satisfaction for our sins.  Just as a mother bird, when her family is attacked, goes forward to meet the enemy, or as a good shepherd stands forth between his flock and danger, so Jesus, when His enemies drew near, threw Himself between them and His followers.  An understanding Christian poetess, Dora Greenwell, penned this matchless truth in these lines:

       “We may not know, we cannot tell, What pains He had to bear, 

         But we believe it was for us, He hung and suffered there.

         He died that we might be forgiven, He died to make us good,

         That we might go at last to heaven, Saved by His precious blood.”

But what a vast chasm separates the response of the saved from the response of the lost when this phrase is used, “Saved by His precious blood.”  Those who refuse the substitution of Jesus in their place scoff at such a transaction and mock the truth of it.  But oh, the joy, the gratification, the celebration, the quickening of spirit, that visits the saved man when these words are used: “Saved by His precious blood.”  You see, “Between my sins and their reward, I have set the death of Christ my Lord.”  We must be careful to note that the disciples had to accept this opportunity of escape; there was nothing automatic about it.  We often criticize them for fleeing away and leaving Jesus to face the cross, but this is exactly what He told them to do.  He would be bound that they might go free; He would die that they might live.  But they had to accept it if it was to be effective in their experience.

One day early in the eighteenth century, the German artist, Stenberg, was walking through the market place of his home town when his attention was attracted by the face of a young gypsy girl who was dancing in the market place.  He invited her to come to his studio and pose for him, and with her as his model he painted his “Dancing Gypsy Girl.”  The little girl was captivated by what she saw in the artist’s studio, and she looked with special interest on his painting of the Crucifixion of Christ.  When she looked closely and saw the rough cross and the heavy nails, she said to Stenburg,  “He must have been a very bad man to have been nailed to a cross like that.”  The artist replied, “No, He was not a bad man; He was a good man — the best man that ever lived.  In fact, He died for all men.”  The girl asked, “Did He die for you?”  That question lodged like a barbed arrow in Stenberg’s heart.  A few days later, at a meeting of the Reformers, he gave his heart to Christ.  I bring that girl’s question to your heart today.  I don’t merely mean, “Did He die for you?” because He did, whether you know it or not.  I mean rather, have you accepted His death as your atonement for sin?  Have you received the living Christ as your personal Lord and Savior?

Perhaps you are seriously considering Jesus Christ and His claims upon your life.  What must you do to become a Christian?  First, confess your sins directly to the Person against whom you have sinned—God Himself.  Then, repent of those sins.  The Bible calls it “repentance toward God” (Acts 20:21).  Tell God that you are truly sorry for your sins, and then turn from them, trusting Him to help you forsake them.  Third, remember that Jesus Christ died for you and your sins, and that His death was an expression of God’s great love for you.  He died to save you from hell to heaven.  Fourth, remember that Jesus rose again from the dead, and that one reason for His resurrection was that He might come as a Risen and Living Lord to live inside of you.  So, trust Him to save you and receive Him into your heart by faith.  Simply say in your heart to Him, “Jesus, I do here and now trust you to save me; come into my heart, Lord Jesus, forgive my sin and give me Your Gift of Eternal Life.”  Finally, thank Him for coming in, cleansing away your sin, and saving you.  If you have done this just now, let me be the first brother to welcome you into the Forever Family of God!!!
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