 “FOOT WASHING”





(John 13:1-17)








	“And supper being ended, the devil having now put into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray him; Jesus knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he was come from God, and went to God; He riseth from supper, and laid aside his garments; and took a towel, and girded himself.  After that he poureth water into a basin, and began to wash the disciples’ feet, and to wipe them with the towel wherewith he was girded.  Then cometh he to Simon Peter: and Peter saith unto him, Lord, dost thou wash my feet?  Jesus answered and said unto him, What I do thou knowest not nor; but thou shalt know hereafter.  Peter saith unto him, Thou shalt never wash my feet.  Jesus answered him, If I wash thee not, thou hast no part with me.  Simon Peter saith unto him, Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands and my head.  Jesus saith to him, He that is washed needeth not save to wash his feet, but is clean every whit: and ye are clean, but no all.  For he knew who should betray him; therefore said he, Ye are not all clean.  So after he had washed their feet, and had taken his garments, and was set down again, he said unto them, Know ye what I have done to you?  Ye call me Master and Lord: and ye say well; for so I am.  If I then, your Lord and Master, have washed your feet; ye also ought to wash one another’s feet.  For I have given you an example, that ye should do as I have done to you.  Verily, verily, I say unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord; neither he that is sent greater than he that sent him.  If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them.”





(An Introduction)








	The foot-washing account of John thirteen is prefaced by these words: “Jesus knowing that the Father had given all things into His hands, and that He was come from God, and went to God . . .” (John 13:3).  In this verse, we find the reason for the freedom of Jesus to act a slave’s part and wash His disciples’ feet, and conversely, we detect the reason for the disciples’ inability to perform the menial service.  The secret of Jesus’ security was in what He knew, and the reason for their inability was that they did not know what He knew.





	According to the text, Jesus knew three magnificent truths about Himself.  First, He knew “that the Father had given all things into His hands.”  The term “all things” bears major emphasis in this verse.  So Jesus was perfectly assured of His Divine sovereignty over all things.  Then He knew “that He had come from God.”  The words “from God” also bear major emphasis.  Jesus knew that He had come right out from God.  So He perfectly knew His Divine origin.  And finally, He knew “that He was going back to God.”  Here, the words “to God” bear major emphasis.  So Jesus perfectly knew His Divine destination.  Because of His perfect assurance of these three things — His Divine sovereignty, His Divine origin, and His Divine destination — Jesus was perfectly free to perform the slave’s act of foot-washing.





	Friends, insecure people will never serve God!  Insecure people must serve themselves, always seeking the vital security that has eluded them.  The good news for a Christian is that the Gospel is perfectly rigged to produce and provide the perfect security that is necessary to free the believer to forget himself and live to serve God and other people.  Jesus knew He could not lose anything; therefore, He could volunteer to give up everything without any threat to His Person or position.





	Has it occurred to you while reading the third verse that the three things that Jesus knew about Himself then are also true right now of every child of God?  It is just as true of me as God’s child as it was of Jesus that God “has delivered all things into my hands.”  A stupendous thought!  But totally true!  I Corinthians 3:21-22 says, “All things are yours . . . all are yours.”  I Timothy 6:17 says, “God has given us (Christians) richly all things to enjoy.”  When you look at me, you are looking at one rich person!  Everything belongs to me!  Unbelievable, perhaps, but still true.





	And it is just as true of me as it was of Jesus that I “have come right out of (from) God.”  By a real and radical birth of the Holy Spirit in my human spirit, the “birth from above” Jesus referred to (John 3:3,7), I have come out from God.  My inner character is an extension of God’s own nature by a real Divine spiritual birth.  The new birth is not a mere “new leaf” beginning, but a miraculous new life beginning by means of a birth.  God is the Father of my spiritual life.  I have come out from Him as surely as Jesus did (let none think that I am claiming that Christ’s Sonship and my sonship are the same.  They are not, but I am as much God’s son as Jesus is, though we are quite different in our sonship).





	And finally, it is just as true of me as it was of Jesus that “I am going back to God.” My inner nature is an extension of God’s character by a mighty spiritual birth.  And that nature will naturally gravitate back to its Source.  It will cycle back to its Origin.  Having come out from God, I am on my way back to the One from Whom I came.





	An unbeliever or an untaught believer cannot possibly imagine what security belongs to the Christian when these things really “reach” him in full faith.  His life is transformed, his self-esteem is now invincible, having been determined by the grace of God and His truth, and not by the fickle emotions of his soul or the flexible circumstances of his life.





	Do you know why Christians can’t humble themselves as they should, allowing pride instead to dominate them and destroy their usefulness?  They are too insecure to give up control!  Do you know why they can’t love as they should?  They are too insecure!  Do you know why they can’t tithe their resources and give generously?  They are too insecure.  They believe that the getting and guarding of their possessions is totally in their own hands; thus, they spend life and limb to get and guard their possessions.  A well-taught and trusting Christian, on the other hand, can give anything away because He knows His Source, His Security and His Salvation are all in God.    





	Some years ago, a Chicago newspaper commissioned a religion reporter to do an extended series of articles on the great Japanese Christian, Toyohiko Kagawa.  Mr. Kagawa was the man who was apparently destined for a lucrative career in Tokyo and gave it all up to serve Christ among the desperate “down and outs” of the Shinkawa slums.  He suffered persecution, deprivation and disease because of his choice, but he made an impact upon Japan and the world that no other Japanese Christian has approximated.  The Chicago reporter closed his last article with these words: “My greatest impression of Mr. Kagawa is that he seems to have so much security on the inside that he apparently doesn’t need any on the outside.”





	If you know that “all things are yours” in Christ, and that you have come from God and are on your way back to Him, your inner security will overmatch any outer demand that may be made upon you.  No adventure for Christ will be too daring.  His resources will never be depleted.  So you can rise to a Throne or descend to a foot-washing in your daily walk with Christ, and He will make you equal to the task.





	What a study John 13:3-17 affords to the questing believer.  Let’s take a cursory look.


         


(An Interpretation)





	John chapters thirteen through seventeen record the last lengthy interviews of Jesus before His betrayal, arrest, trial, condemnation, crucifixion and resurrection.  John thirteen through sixteen reports His last lengthy interview with His disciples.  In this discourse, Jesus presents the legacy which He leaves for His people during this age.  He leaves them His love (John 13:34,35), His Name (14:13-14), His peace (14:27), His Life (15:1), His joy (15:11), His Spirit (16:7), and His victory (16:33).





	Then John seventeen reports Jesus’ last great recorded interview with His Father (we call it the “High Priestly prayer of Jesus”).  This prayer also has clearly marked divisions within it.  Here we can see Jesus’ strategy, Jesus’ passion, and Jesus’ motivation.  We can clearly detect His main interest.  One simple statistic should make that interest evident.  In twenty-three verses of this prayer, Jesus prays for His disciples forty-six times!   Ponder this carefully.  Coupled with the Great Commission, where Jesus commanded His followers to “turn people into disciples,” the emphasis of Jesus in this prayer should settle forever what His focus is, what His strategy is, where His heart lies.  His key concern is that His followers be disciples on His terms, and that they build other disciples of the same kind.





	We are focusing in this study on John 13:1-17, which is the opening passage of His last private discourse with His disciples.  This passage contains the story of Jesus’ washing of His disciples’ feet.  Immediately a question is raised.  In a passage of such great teaching, the passage of the Lord’s last legacy for His people, why does the narrative episode of the foot-washing come first?  I believe the answer is found in the necessary antidote to pride, the worst of all sins.  Here, Jesus models humility (which stands in start contrast to His disciples’ continuing pride).  The lessons of the passage go far beyond humility, but humility is the foundation.  So here Jesus models the very first benefit in His total legacy to us — the virtue of humility.  I picture John 13-16 as a giant “warehouse of grace,” and Jesus identifies the items that occupy the shelves of the warehouse and are reserved for our use throughout this age.  And the first and most indispensable item is that of humility.  Without humility, no disciple will enter the warehouse and utilize the items that Jesus has left for him. 





	However, it must not be thought that humility is the only lesson of this remarkable passage.  The passage is an acted parable.  Two verses give us hints of this in the passage — verses seven and twelve.  Verse seven indicates that there is far more in the passage than “meets the eye.”  “What I do thou knowest not now; but thou shalt know hereafter.”  They could clearly see (and basically understand) the simple act of Jesus washing their feet.  But here, He says that there are lessons hidden in the event which will only be understood through later events which will interpret them.  Then in verse twelve, He asked them, “Do you understand what I have done to you?”  This indicates that there is a deeper and fuller understanding of the event than a mere visual participation will allow.  So what are the lessons.  What are the pictures in the event?  What is the interpretation of the “acted parable”?





I.  THE DIVINE CHRIST AS A SLAVE





	First, there is a perfect picture here of the Divine Christ and His entire eternal redeeming history, with particular stress on His role as a slave.  In this passage, Jesus did seven things.  First, He stood up (4a), then He put something off (4b), the He put something on (4c), then He poured something out (5a), then He washed His followers with that which He poured out (5), then He went back to His original place and reassumed His original garments (12a), and finally, He sat down again (12b).  





	In these seven actions of Jesus, we can clearly see His entire history “from eternity to eternity.”  He had spent all of eternity “past” in Heaven at God’s right hand — co-equal, co-eternal, co-essential and co-existent with His Father.  





	Then, at one awesome moment, He “stood up,” preparing to change locations and assume a human nature. 





	When He stood up in Heaven, He put something off, “stripping Himself” (the very word that is used in the great “kenosis passage” of His Self-emptying in Philippians two) of His independent use of His Diving right and powers.  





	Then He put something on, clothing Himself and His full Divine Nature in our human nature.  This is pictured in the foot-washing “parable” by “a towel” wherewith He “girded Himself.”  What is a towel?  In the story, it is a slave’s instrument of service.  And what does a slave do?  He just goes around cleaning up other people’s messes.  And this is precisely what Jesus came to do — to clean up the big mess we had made of things through our sins!  





	When He put on our humanity, He poured something out on earth.  He poured out His precious blood on the Cross at Calvary, opening “a fountain for sin and uncleanness.”  





	Then He washed His followers with that which He poured out, cleansing them of their sins with His own precious bleed (Revelation 1:5).  





	After rising from the dead and appearing unto many, He went back to His original place and reassumed His original garments of glory.  He returned to Heaven where His prayer was answered: “And now, O Father, glorify Thou Me with Thine own Self with the glory which I had with Thee before the world was” (John 17:5).  





	Back in Heaven after His earthly incarnation (and still “wearing” our humanity), He sat down again at God’s right hand, reigning again with the Father in glory, and waiting until His enemies be made His footstool.  This is the history of Jesus from the infinity of eternity “past” through the infinity of eternity “future.”  And the entire history is pictured in the acted parable of the foot-washing in John thirteen.  So this act of humility also revealed His redeeming history and His transcendent glory.





II.  THE DYNAMIC CONVERSION OF SINNERS





	Second, there is also revealed here a perfect picture of the dynamic conversion of sinners.   Look carefully at verse ten: “Jesus saith to him (Simon Peter), He that is washed needeth not save to wash his feet, but is clean every whit; and ye are clean, but not all” (KJV).  Note the twofold use of the word “wash” in this verse.  The KJV does not reveal it, but two different Greek words are used here.  The first one is based on the root form luo, which means to wash by taking a full bath; the other is nipto, which means to locally rinse only a part of the body which has gotten dirty after the full bath.  The word that is used for our salvation is the word luo.  





	So what is salvation?  It is pictured here as the gigantic, colossal, mammoth Big Bath by which God takes a sinner in (from) his sins, and plunges Him by grace into the Blood of Christ shed at Calvary.  Salvation is God’s Big Blood Bath by which He takes us, filthy with sin, and once-for-all-and-forever cleanses our sins from His sight in the Blood of His Dear Son.





	A verse from Paul’s letter to Titus (3:5) will help us to understand our salvation.  Paul said, (Salvation is) “not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and the renewing of the Holy Spirit.”  Note the magnificent phrase, “the washing of regeneration.”  “Regeneration” is a theological word for the New Birth, and the New Birth is absolutely essential for sinners to be saved (John 3:3,7).  The word “washing” is the same root form that is used in John thirteen for the full bath.  So the phrase speaks of “the bath of the new birth.”  Note that!  The Bath is in the Birth!  When a person is born again, his sins are simultaneously bathed away in the blood of Christ.  If a person “gets” the Birth, he also gets the Bath.  One cannot have the Birth without also getting the Bath, and one cannot have the Bath without the Birth.  (Please note that it is “the washing of regeneration,” not the “regeneration of washing.”  The latter phrase might suggest that baptism is itself the bath, but very careful wording of the phrase prevents that possibility).





	The Book of Revelation is “dedicated” with these words: “Now unto Him Who loved us, and washed (luo, “loosed” or “bathed”) us from our sins in His own blood, and hath made us a kingdom of priests unto God and His Father; to Him be glory and dominion forever and ever.  Amen” (Rev. 1:5-6).  In I Corinthians 6:9-11, Paul wrote, “Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God?  Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God.  And such were some of you: but ye are washed (the same root form, luo, “bathed”), but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God.”  These verses simply echo the idea of John thirteen, that our salvation is the one-time-for-all-time Big Bath by which God forever cleanses our sins from His sight.  Hallelujah!





III.  THE DAILY CLEANSING OF THE SAINTS





	Third, there is also a perfect picture in this acted parable of the necessary daily cleansing of all saints.  You see, God does not merely provide a once-for-all Big Bath when we are saved and then let us get dirty and contaminated with the moral filth of the world and our own flesh — and not make provision for our daily cleansing.  





	Remember that verse ten of our text speaks of both the big bath of full cleansing (luo) and the local rinsing or partial cleansing (nipto) of any part of the body that gets dirty again after the big bath.  In the big bath, we see our salvation; in the local rinsing, we see the necessity of daily cleansing.  This daily cleansing of our sins is one of the mighty and indispensable provisions God has made for our sanctification.  Note that I said that this daily cleansing is one of God’s provisions for our sanctification.  It is just one provision, but it is an absolutely and vital provision.  The daily cleansing of recurring sin in the believer’s life is a crucial part of the Christ life and walk.  Salvation is a crisis that occurs once-and-for-all; sanctification is a process that continues on and on as long as we are in this world.  Salvation is permanent and unchangeable; sanctification is progressive and variable.  Salvation is complete; sanctification is continuing.





	In verse eight (KJV), “Peter said unto Jesus, Thou shalt never (a very strong negative, ou me eis ton aionon, which contains in it the idea of eternity; ‘you will never for eternity’) wash my feet.  Jesus answered him, If I wash thee not, thou hast no part with me.”  Note that the word “wash” occurs twice in this verse.  Question: When Jesus said, “If I wash thee not, thou hast no part with me,” did He use the word luo (the word for the big bath) or the word nipto (the word for a local rinsing of a part of the body)?  Most people guess He used the word luo, but in fact He used the word nipto.  His meaning is, “If you do not allow Me to cleanse you of daily sin when it occurs in your life, then you have no fellowship with Me.” 





	So there is a double washing in the life of every believer — the luo washing and the nipto washing.  The luo washing is the big bath of salvation; the nipto washing is the daily cleansing of sanctification, the local rinsing that cleanses away the contamination of recurring sin.  It was this second cleansing that the Apostle John wrote about when he said, “If we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ, His Son, cleanseth (present tense verb: “goes on cleansing”) us from all sin” (I John 1:7).  





	I repeat: there is a double washing in the life of every Christian.  There is the Big Bath, without which there is no relationship with God (no salvation).  Then there is the Daily Cleansing, without which there is no fellowship with Jesus on a daily basis (and thus, no sanctification is possible).  Which is the more important, the Big Bath or the Daily Cleansing?  THE ANSWER IS YES!





	But suppose you experience the Big Bath of salvation, but along the way in your Christian life, you want to indulge in ongoing sin and you ignore the daily cleansing.  What happens?  Dear Christian friend, either you will volunteer to go to the “wash house” to have your feet cleansed of their daily contamination — or God will forcibly take you to the “woodshed”!  The simple rule is that you will volunteer to let Jesus wash your feet, or God will drag you to the woodshed of chastisement or “child-training” (Hebrews 12:5ff) — and beat the devil out of you!  It will either be daily cleansing — or Divine chastisement!  At this point, the choice is yours.  I say, “at this point,” because there are other reasons for Divine chastisement (“child-training”) than the occurrence of sin in a believer’s life.  God scourges and chastises every son whom He loves and receives, and there are many reasons for His training.  After all, any wise parent’s training of his child includes a lot more than discipline for disobedience!  But it certainly must include that!





	Let me use the background of the story to illustrate its meaning.  When Jesus lived, His homeland of Israel was occupied by the Romans and their military.  Israel was a conquered and controlled land.  The Romans could be very benevolent to their subjects.  In Israel, Rome built public bath houses in most population centers over the land of Israel.  This benefit allowed Jewish residents the convenience of stopping at a public bath house and taking a full bath before proceeding on to a social engagement.  Suppose that Jacob invited Ishmael over for supper on Thursday evening.  Ishmael is a day laborer, and he is very dirty when he gets off of work in the evening.  When he finishes his day’s work, as a courtesy to Jacob and his family, he stops at a public bath house on his way to the evening banquet at Jacob’s house, and takes a full bath.  He dresses himself after the bath, and proceeds on toward Jacob’s house.  But remember, Ishmael is wearing sandals, and there are no paved sidewalks.  The terrain is hot and dry, and Ishmael’s every step stirs up dust and dirt, which cling to his damp feet.  When he arrives at Jacob’s house, it is a social courtesy for Jacob to assign a household servant to wash Ishmael’s dirty feet before the banquet.  Incidentally, this is the role Jesus fulfilled on the evening of the foot-washing.  He accepted the role and responsibility of a household slave when He washed His disciples’ feet.





	Now consider the meaning of the background illustration.  Where is the Christian right now?  He is somewhere between the Bath House where He had the Big Bath of Salvation and the Banquet House of Heaven!  And you may be sure that, as he travels between the two places, his feet will get dirty!  He will stir up the outward contamination of the world and the inward contamination of the flesh — and his feet will get dirty!  A teacher said to her pupils, “Fill in this blank: Cleanliness is next to _________.”  One little boy blurted out, “Cleanliness is next to impossible!”  And he was right!  Though you must not condone sin in your daily life, you can count on it — you will get dirty!  





	You see, Christian, you need the Daily Cleansing of regular confession and forgiveness just as much as you needed the Big Bath of Salvation!  Anna Mow sounded a glad note of relief when she wrote, “Every Christian needs to know that there is an Adequate Laundry Facility in the Household of God.”  I John 1:9 is “the Christian’s bar of soap.” It is to be used, without hesitation or apology, anytime the Christian gets dirty with the contamination of ongoing sin.  Bill Zeoli says, “God has a big eraser, and every Christian must allow Him to use it on a daily basis.”





	Can we possibly appreciate the glorious way in which God has made full provision of every need, every emergency, every circumstance, in our total salvation.  Full and perfect provision has been made for the believer’s perfect salvation and sanctification.  He is covered — all the way home!





IV.  THE DESIRED CONSECRATION OF THE SERVANT 





	Finally, there is in the acted parable of the foot-washing episode a perfect picture of the service we are to render to one another in the Body of Christ.  In verses 13-16, Jesus added, “Ye call me Master (Teacher) and Lord: and ye say well; for so I am.  If I then, your Lord and Master, have washed your feet, ye also ought to wash one another’s feet (In this last sentence, the words ‘I,’ ‘your feet,’ ‘ye also’ and ‘one another’s’ all bear major emphasis; read the sentence aloud and stress these words loudly to get the meaning).  For I have given you an example, that ye should do as I have done to you.  Verily, verily, I say unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord; neither is he that is sent  greater than he that sent him.”  





	It is very clear at this point that this episode is an acted parable.  A careful examination of the words and actions of Jesus in this story will reveal that we are intended to retain both doctrinal meaning and spiritual practice from the episode. We have examined the doctrinal meaning; now we will look at the practical meaning.  I personally believe that the action of the story is much bigger and more meaningful than physical foot-washing, though I believe that every Christian should certainly be humbly willing to have his own feet washed as well as to wash the feet of other believers --yes, physically!  Personally, I have had my feet physically washed twice by other Christians and for spiritual purposes — once in a large gathering of Christian men, and the other in a private experience with only two Christian brothers present — and it is a quite humbling experience.  But the tone and words of the episode indicate that there is something far beyond physical foot-washing intended here.





	You see, we don’t normally wear sandals today as we walk on dusty paths.  Physical foot-washing is not necessary for us today as it was for them then.  Then, what does foot-washing represent?  Is the only message one of humility?  I hardly think so, and this does not in any way depreciate the absolutely vital and indispensable importance of humility.  I agree with Augustine, who, when asked, “What is the first Christian virtue?” replied, “Humility.”  “And the second?” the questioner continued.  “Humility,” was Augustine’s reply.  “And the third?”  “Humility.”  Someone said, “There is nothing that puts a man so far out of the devil’s reach than genuine humility.”  Pride is the anti-God state of mind, and humility is the pro-God antidote to that pride.  But this story goes beyond humility and includes other giant lessons.  It also reveals the service believers are to render to one another in the Body of Christ.  So what does foot-washing represent?  How does it identify my responsibility in the Body of Christ? 





	First, foot-washing in the Christian fellowship today means the restoring of sinning saints when they have fallen.  Can any Christian fail to see the relevance of this action in today’s church?  A brother said to me sadly sometime ago, “It looks like Christians are falling like flies all around us today.”  And he was right!  Many have succumbed to the drives of the flesh, the seductiveness of the world and the schemes of Satan, and have fallen out of fellowship with Jesus and their brothers and sisters.  There is much misery in the Christian community because of the sad and scandalous falls of Christians.  What are the saints who remain relatively faithful at the moment to do when a brother or sister falls through sin and disobedience?





	The Bible gives very clear counsel when a Christian falls.  “Brethren, if a man (a fellow Christian) be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such a one in the spirit of meekness, considering thyself, lest thou be tempted.”  Friends, there are large lessons in this line of the Lord’s Word!  Note the word “if” (not “when”); it is not assumed that it must happen, but provision is made for the occurrence is it does happen.  The term, “overtaken in a fault,” may either mean: (1) the person is overtaken in the secrecy of sin, or (2) the person is overthrown (tackled) by the subtlety and seduction of sin.  So the person is either surprised into sin, or surprised while in sin.  The word “fault” is actually “trespass,” a sin committed either in weakness or in willfulness.  





	When a believer falls into sin, the responsibility for action falls into the hands of a certain segment of the Body of Christ: “ye (plural, all of you) which are spiritual.”  It is the unceasing responsibility of every believer to always be spiritual (but it must be sadly admitted that believers are not always so), and the responsibility of this verse belongs to these spiritual believers.  Who are the “spiritual”?  Those who are living in the Spirit, walking in the Spirit, led by the Spirit, praying in the Spirit, and filled by the Spirit!  Those whose entire atmosphere of life is in the Spirit of God!  Thank God that the responsibility for handling fallen saints is not placed in the hands of carnal believers — full of self, cynicism, criticism, and perhaps full of their own subtle sins!  It is the “spiritual” saints who are to act when a brother or sister has fallen.  What are they to do? 





	“Restore such a one.”  The verb “restore” is a present tense verb, picturing action that continues as long as necessary.  This suggests that the restoration of fallen saints will most likely involve a lengthy process, and will not usually occur in a single act.  Careful action must be taken, and careful accountability must be accepted.  The word “restore” is the word that would be used for resetting a broken bone to restore its full health and function.  It conveys the idea of restoring the incapacitated thing or person to the original position and action, as much as is possible.





	“Restore such a one in the spirit of meekness.”  Meekness is strength under control, strength that is domesticated to a purpose.  Just four verses before this text, “meekness” is listed as a characteristic of “the fruit of the Spirit” (Galatians 5:23).  In our text, the strength of the spiritual believer, which might be used to criticize and condemn the fallen brother, is instead used to restore him.





	“Restore such a one in the spirit of meekness, considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted.”  The word “considering” is skopeo, from which we get our word “scope,” which means to examine.  “Scoping” or “examining” yourself — while you are dealing with the fallen saint!  The words “thyself” and “thou” are singular — you are to have an eye for your own possibility of sinning and falling, humbly examining your own vulnerability and sinful tendencies, while working tenderly and sympathetically (yet firmly) to restore another.  Note that the verse does not say, “Considering thyself, lest thou also sin.”  No, it says, “Considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted.”The verse seems to presume that, given the wrong time and place and sufficient temptation, a believer is very susceptible to fall and failure.  This does not condone sin; it is simply honest realism!  Let it serve as a warning to every believer.  I have, on occasion, met faithful Christians, even prominent leaders, who have actually declared that they are beyond the possibility of such a fall (!!!).  “Let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall”! 





	In the acted parable of John thirteen, foot-washing is the symbolic picture of this entire restoring process.  Foot-washing represents the restoring of sinning saints when they have fallen.  Spiritual Christian, be wise at this point.  You are desperately needed in the Body of Christ today.  In fact, the time has sadly come when foot-washers are as needed in the Body of Christ as soul-winners!  Without superiority or condescension, we must learn the fine art of foot-washing as never before.  





	But foot-washing also represents another necessary spiritual service in the Body of Christ.  Not only does it stand for the restoring of sinning saints when they have fallen, but it also stands for the refreshing of suffering saints when they are hurting.  Can anyone fail to see the importance of this action in the Body of Christ today?





	Personally, after forty-seven years in the ministry, I have never seen a time when so many Christians were so tired, and dispirited, and weary, and drained, and frustrated, and irritable, and worried, as today.  A man went to his psychiatrist with an apparent problem.  He explained, “I dream the wildest dreams.  On alternate nights, I dream of teepees and wigwams.  One night, I dream of a teepee, and the next night, of a wigwam.”  He expected psychoanalytical analysis and corresponding treatment.  But instead, the psychiatrist said, “Your problem is really very simple, as I see it — your problem is you’re too tense!” (Should I have spelled it “your two tents”?)  Well, today, people are incredibly tense — because of pressure, fear, dysfunction, failure, uncertainty, etc.  Foot-washers are at a premium in today’s church!





	My father worked at a job for over forty years that required him to be on his feet eight hours a day.  He often came home in the evening after work, filled a large basin with warm water, mixed in some Epsom Salts, took off his shoes and socks, rolled up his trousers, and read the daily newspaper as he sat for a long time with his feet in the water.  I didn’t appreciate that then, but I understand it much better now.  When a young man enlists or is inducted into the military service,  his feet are examined, because his feet may be the most crucial part of his service.  Dear Christian, take good care of your feet spiritually; the word “walk” is the most often-used word in the New Testament for your daily Christian life.  Also, you should do everything possible to support, lift, and encourage others in their daily walk.  Again, foot-washing is a widely needed action in today’s church.  





	A few final remarks.  When you wash the feet of a fellow believer (whether it be because he is fallen or fretting), be careful of the “temperature of the water”!  Don’t use ice water!  Don’t use scalding water!  And don’t try to dry-clean his feet with no water at all!





	Finally, please note that you can’t look down on somebody when you are washing his feet.  You have already voluntarily assumed a humble position beneath him.  Such action is humbling to the flesh, and may embarrass our pride, but it is indispensable today.





	We have looked again at our great Saviour, at our great salvation, at our great sanctification, at our great security, and at the great service we are to render in the Body of Christ.  If you need the Big Bath, go to the Calvary Bathhouse at this very moment.  Confess your deadly sins directly to Jesus, and remember that He has loved you in spite of those sins.  Remember that He died personally for you -- as if you were the only sinner who needed to be died for.  But He did not remain dead; He rose again to forgive you of your sins and to enter into your life as Lord.  He has told you in His Word that if you would trust Him — transfer your trust from anything else and totally trust Him alone — He would come into your life, forgive yours sins, and give you the gift of eternal life.  If you have not been saved, read this paragraph again, then follow its instructions.  Jesus will save you in the very moment that you surrender yourself and your sins and totally trust Him.  Do it now. 





	Then, a final word to those who already know Christ.  You do need to have your feet washed today.  And you likely know other believers who need this, also.  Will you allow the Lord Jesus to wash your feet today?  Will you allow Him to use any believer He chooses to wash your feet?  And will you then arise to wash the feet of others as well?  
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