“THE WILL OF THE WIND”





(John 3:8)








“The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every one that is born of the Spirit” (KJV)





“The wind blows where it pleases, and you hear the sound of it, but  you do not know where it comes from or where it goes.  That is just the way it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit” (Williams Translation)








John Masefield, a wise and insightful Christian poet, put the text in “cotton patch” language:





                       “A very queer thing is the wind,  


                         I don’t know how it beginned;


                         And nobody knows where is goes,


                                                 It’s the wind, it beginned, and it blows.”





It was late at night when our Lord had this interview with Nicodemus, the Jewish religious leader.  We can guess that during the pauses in the conversation, they heard the wind outside as it moaned along the narrow streets of Jerusalem; and our Lord took the testimony of nature and made it serve Him.  He used the wind as a symbol of spiritual truth.  He used the wind to symbolize the work of the Holy Spirit in the world and in human experience.  He knew that the wind might teach Nicodemus something of the action of the Holy Spirit who is the real Author of the new birth of man.  And what an illustration!  Wind is an appropriate symbol of an eruption of the invisible world into the world of sense; a symbol of the action, whether tender or forceful, of the Divine and Eternal Spirit upon the human soul.  





Our subject is, “The Will of the Wind.”  It is my intention in this study to divide the Word of truth.  May God help us to “rightly divide” it!





   I.  CEASELESS ACTIVITY





�
First, in symbolizing the work of the Holy Spirit, Jesus said, “The wind blows.”  This speaks to us of the ceaseless activity of the Holy Spirit.  The wind is always blowing.  It is the will of the wind never to be still, but rather to blow with varying intensity always and everywhere.  So it is with the Spirit, Jesus said.  Never has there been a moment in history when the Holy Spirit was not working.  The second verse of the Word of God says, “The Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.”  The Spirit of God was immediately, personally, actively working in the very beginning in the process of Creation.  Then, on the last page of the Bible, the last invitation of God to man says, “The Spirit and the bride say, Come.”  These two verses picture the Spirit of God working at the extremities of history, from beginning to end, and at all points in between.  Right in the middle of your Bible, in the 139th Psalm, David said, “Where shall I go from Thy Spirit? Or where shall I flee from  Thy presence?  If I ascend up into heaven, Thou art there: if I make my bed in hell, Thou are there.”  God’s Spirit is ever present and always active.  Frank Laubach was right when he said, “God is always working, always working, always working.





One characteristic of wind is that it is irregular.  Sometimes the wind moves so softly it scarcely rustles a leaf, at other times it blows so loudly that its roar can be heard miles away.  So it is in the matter of the new birth by the Holy Spirit.  With some the Holy Spirit works so gently His work is imperceptible to onlookers; with others His action is so powerful, so radical, so revolutionary, His operations are obvious to many.  Sometimes the wind is only local in its reach, at other times it is widespread in its scope.  Today the Holy Spirit may act on one or two souls, tomorrow He may — as at Pentecost — become a “mighty rushing wind,” blowing upon a whole multitude.  But the “wind blows” — and we see the ceaseless activity of the Holy Spirit of God.





         II.  BOUNDLESS SOVEREIGNTY





Then Jesus said, “The wind blows where it wants to.”  This speaks to us of the boundless sovereignty of the Holy Spirit.  The wind is an element that is altogether beyond man’s control.  The wind neither consults man’s pleasure, nor can it be regulated by his devices.  The wind blows where it pleases, when it pleases, as it pleases.  There is an old adage that says, “He is as free as the wind.”  The wind is free, gloriously free.  This quality of the wind has remained unchanged with the passing of the years, and unaffected by the advance of human knowledge and meteorology.  In fact, I heard of one television meteorologist, or weather forecaster, who moved out of the country because the climate didn’t agree with him!  No man commands the wind.  No one can order a hurricane to blow out to sea instead of toward Florida, or to reduce its speed a little.  





In the early summer of 1970, I went with a group of men to do some deep sea fishing off the Louisiana Gulf Coast at a place named Grand Isle.  When we departed by bus for Grand Isle on a Wednesday evening, we knew there was a hurricane in the Gulf, but it was headed in the other direction across the gulf away from us.  Thus, we didn’t think it posed any threat to us.  However, when we arrived in Grand Isle early the next morning, we were greeted with the distressing news that the storm had turned completely around and was headed directly toward us!  Of course, the fishing trip was over, and we quickly had to evacuate the coastal area.  If we could have determined the direction and intensity of the wind, I assure you that we would have done so that morning.  But we had to concede to the sovereignty of the wind and leave the territory.





Even so, no man can command or control the Spirit of God.  The Spirit works whenever, and wherever, and however He wills to work.  Man cannot immediately control Him nor finally frustrate Him, and He usually cannot comprehend the manner of His working.  The wind of the Spirit blows where it wants to.





�
This was true in the New Testament, and especially indicated in the Book of Acts.  You will discover no fixed pattern of the Spirit’s operation in the Book of Acts.  Anybody who tries to dogmatically systematize the work of the Holy Spirit in human lives in the New Testament is making a sad mistake.  The Holy Spirit will not be confined to man’s formulas, propositions, and patterns.  He fits into no devised categories of action.  He is free, gloriously free!  The Book of Acts has on its pages many example of the untrackable freedom of the Holy Spirit.  In the Book of Acts, some people received the gift of the Holy Spirit before baptism in water, and some received it after baptism in water.  Some received the gift of the Spirit without the laying on of Apostolic hands; some received the gift of the Spirit with the laying on of hands.  And there are many such instances in Acts of the boundless sovereignty of the Holy Spirit.





This is not only true in the New Testament, but also in Christian history since the New Testament.  Church history indicates that “the wind blows where it wants to.”  Church history declares to us that no man can domesticate, tame, or control the Spirit of God.  And yet, attempt after attempt has been made to control and manipulate the Holy Spirit to serve man’s purposes.  Institutional religion always tries to control the Holy Spirit.  Institutional religion says, “Our way is best.”  This is what the Jews said in Jesus’ lifetime: “We are the covenant people of God.  There is no salvation outside of Israel.  Gentiles not allowed!”  But when the gale of Pentecost began to blow in Acts 2 like a “rushing might wind,” that strong wall of partition fell before it!  And now, “we are all baptized by one Spirit into the body of Christ, whether we be Jews or Gentiles” (I Cor. 12:13).  The wind blew where it wanted to according to the purpose of God, and man, angel, or devil could not stop it!





We see another example centuries deep in Christian history.  In the middle of the eighteenth century, the Gospel of Jesus Christ was chained to an institutional church, a church that had become formal, cold, and dead.  But the wind of God’s Spirit softly blew, and John Wesley was projected onto the scene.  Because he felt the breath of God to reach the masses, he went outside the church to present the Gospel, and some of the church leaders branded him a heretic.  But the wind blows where it wants to and how it wants to — and England was saved from a bloody revolution.  The Holy Spirit is sovereign and free in His actions.  





This is precisely what Jesus told us in His promise of the Spirit before He died on the Cross.  In John 14:16-17, He said, “I will pray the Father, and He shall give you another Comforter; Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth Him not, neither knoweth Him: but ye know Him; for He dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.”  It is interesting to note that the word translated “receive” (“the world cannot receive Him”) might be translated “arrest.”  “Whom the world cannot arrest.”  The world cannot arrest the Holy Spirit — because it cannot see Him, and does not know Him.  The idea is that when Jesus was on earth He was arrested, tried, condemned, and put to death.  But no man would be able to do that to the Holy Spirit.  He is absolutely sovereign!  Only the redeemed man is on the receiving end of the blessings of the Holy Spirit.  “The wind blows where it wants to” — and we see the boundless sovereignty of the Holy Spirit of God.





�
  III.  DOUBTLESS REALITY





Jesus said, “The wind blows where it wants to, and you hear the sound thereof.”  This speaks to us of the doubtless reality and certainty of the Spirit’s work.  “Thou hearest the sound thereof.”  There is plenty of evidence at hand to indicate that God is mightily at work in our world and in the lives of men.  There is indisputable evidence all around us of the Holy Spirit and His work.  A man who pays attention to the wind doesn’t need a lecture on the dynamics of wind- blowing, or on the science of meteorology — the blowing of the wind is unmistakable.  Even the person who says that he doesn’t believe in things he cannot see and explain must confess that something is going on when the wind blows.





You will notice that Jesus mentioned only one of the senses.  He said, “You hear the sound thereof.”  Now, it is obvious that we do more than hear the sound of the wind.  Its presence is experienced by three of the senses of our bodies.  We feel it, we see its effects, and we hear the sound of it.  But Jesus only said, “You hear the sound of it.”  I think this indicates that He would have us test the moving of the Spirit by the most spiritual of the senses.  Every other sense must be translated for its information to reach the inner person, but hearing carries its information directly to the inner man.  The spiritual man has ears to hear, and he hears.  “You hear the sound thereof” — and thus you know the doubtless reality of the Spirit’s work in the world and in our lives.





 IV.  FATHOMLESS MYSTERY 





Jesus said, “The wind blows where it wants to, and you hear the sound thereof, but you cannot tell where it comes from, or where it is going.”  This speaks to us of the fathomless mystery of the Holy Spirit and His work.  It is no wonder that Nicodemus “marveled” at the truth of the new birth, because it involves fathomless mystery.  The illustration of the wind fits perfectly here.  The wind is invisible.  It is one of the very few things in nature that is invisible.  We can see the rain, the snow, the lightning’s flash; but not the wind.  There is an element of secrecy about the wind.  No one has ever seen it.  The keenest eye cannot see it, nor can it become visible through the telescope or under the microscope.  So are the movements of the Spirit of God.





  There is great mystery about the most Divine things of life.  The workings of the Spirit of God are profoundly mysterious.  The person who is born again knows that he has a new life, and enjoys the evidences of it, but how the Holy Spirit operates upon the soul, subdues the will, creates the new life within us, belongs to the deep things of God.  That new life is “hid with Christ in God,” and the world does not understand “where it comes from, or where it is going.”  From my own personal experience, I know not how my own spirit, hour by hour, is acted upon by the Eternal Spirit of the Living God, but I know that it is so!  The Bible speaks of a new birth; it says, “Except a man be born again”; it speaks of an individual being a “new creature in Christ” — what does it mean?  I cannot explain the mystery of physical birth, much less of spiritual birth, but what does it matter?  Here is the child, and here is the child of God!  “We cannot tell where it comes from, and where it is going” — and we see the fathomless mystery of the Spirit of God.





�
What is the conclusion of the matter?  A Dutch philosopher said, “Man cannot halt the wind, but he can build windmills.”  He can put up a sail!  When a sail boat is becalmed, an unhappy crew may flail away with oars and move only a little way.  But if a late wind comes up and fills the sail, the aching rowers will put down their oars with great relief and let the invisible power take them where they want to go.  When we forget about the Holy Spirit, we struggle and strain; worried about our health, tense about our daily work, upset about our families.  And all the while, if we hoist our sails, we can get the power that we need.





The winds of the Eternal Spirit of the Living God are blowing across the world today, and  we could not stop them even if we would.  But this much we can do: if we are on land, we can build a windmill; if we are at sea, we can hoist a sail and let the latest breeze fill it and carry the boat to its intended destination.  Where the wind drives us depends on the set of the sail.  Are your sails set to catch and benefit from the blowing wind of the Spirit?





The only thing the wind cannot penetrate is a vacuum; and the only thing the Holy Spirit cannot do His work in is the sealed vacuum of an unbelieving heart.  “Whosoever believeth that Jesus  is the Christ is born of God.”  Before you take that verse glibly, let me remind you that the word “believe” is a contracted form of two other words, “by” and “life.”  To believe something or someone (Someone) is to live by what or Whom you believe.  The word “believe” must never be separated from the Biblical Object (Jesus Christ) if it is to be Biblical faith, and it must be understood that true Biblical faith always conditions and determines every aspect of the believer’s life.  The Object of “saving faith” is Jesus Christ Himself, and “saving faith” is faith that brings the believer into union with the One believed.  So read the verse carefully and with understanding.  “Whosoever believes that Jesus is the Christ (that is, lives by/in relationship with Jesus as God’s  provided Deliverer—‘Christ’) is born of God.”  Have you been so born?
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