“HOW WOULD YOU SUMMARIZE YOUR LIFE?”
(James 4:14; Luke 16:2)

“What is your life?”

“Give an account of your stewardship”


When Alonzo Stagg was one of the country’s outstanding football coaches, he kept substitutes on the bench constantly alert by suddenly popping questions at them while the game was in progress.


One afternoon he turned to a fourth-team substitute who had played the role of human tackling dummy in practice all season and demanded, “What would you do if we had possession of the ball, one minute to play, the score tied, and we had only four yards to go for a touchdown?”  The substitute stammered, “I guess I’d move down to the end of the bench so I could see better.”


It is tragic but true that most American Christians are only “bench-warmers.”  They are institutional “pew potatoes.”  The only difference between them is that some have gotten into position for a better view than others.


The dominant descriptive word for a believer in Christ in the first five books of the New Testament is the word, “disciple.”  Furthermore, when Jesus captured His Mandate in one paragraph, the one command in it is to “turn people into disciples” (Matthew 28:19).  Personally, I want to spend my life in a ministry of building world-impacting Christian disciples.  The word “disciple” conjures such synonyms as “student,” “trainee,” “intern,” “apprentice.”  A disciple is a person who learns propositionally and practically; that is, he learns by hearing truth—and obeying it. So all of the dimensions of the Christian life are included in being a disciple and in building disciples.  All of the dimensions of Christian salvation, Christian sanctification and Christian service are included.  Each of these three categories is massive in content and must be fully explored.  For example, in examining salvation, the doctrines of justification, regeneration, redemption, reconciliation and adoption would provide a good beginning.  In sanctification, an examination of such truths as spiritual growth, dealing with sin in the believer’s life, chastisement and cleansing, the use of all the means of grace which aid spiritual growth, etc., etc., would provide a good beginning.   In examining Christian service, the study of spiritual gifts, and of the equipping of the saints for the work of ministering (Ephesians 4:12), and of the meaning of service, and of the crucial importance of witnessing and soul-winning, etc., etc., would provide a good beginning.  You see, a disciple is a person-in-training.  In fact, he should be defined as a teacher-in-training, or a disciple-maker in training.  When the disciple-making process is properly implemented, the disciple should become a teacher, and a discipler, and a maker of disciplers.  So disciple-making is a gigantic enterprise in impacting the world for Christ.  


The impression is often received that the word “disciple” defines an elite, special, extraordinarily committed Christian.  However, this clearly is not the case in the New Testament.  The word “disciple” is intended to describe every believer, and is the only ideal for all believers.  The “garden variety” Christian is expected to be a radical, lifelong student of Jesus Christ and His Word, and an equally radical follower of Christ.  Thus, each Christian should be a disciple and build other disciples who will impact the world to the ends of the earth and until the end of time.  

Then note the word “Christian.”  The word disciple is carefully proscribed—limited and restricted in the New Testament to the Christian use of the word.  No Christian has the right to dictate the terms of his discipleship.  Those terms are predetermined for him by the method, model and mandate of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Thus it is necessary that each disciple study carefully the standard and strategy Jesus followed in creating disciples, and then that each disciple pursue that standard and strategy in his own life. 


Then we must emphasize the word “building.”  Tenzing Norgay, the Sherpa Indian guide who led Sir Edmund Hillary’s successful expedition to the top of Mount Everest, said, “I live to train climbers, and it is an unwritten rule among us that climbers always help each other.”  What an illustration of disciple-making.  Our “Mount Everest” is total world impact.  Our “training of climbers” is the building of individual Christians who will live in hot pursuit of that goal.  And this requires the creation of a team, a network of disciples who will expend their energies and resources to “help each other.”  Also, the reciprocal benefits of such a ministry should be noted.  “When a man helps another up a mountain, he reaches the top of the mountain himself.”


In the fall of 1995, my wife Judy and I visited Sequoia and Yosemite National Parks for three days each.  We were especially intrigued by the incredible exploits of the mountain climbers who would spend up to three weeks scaling sheer granite bluffs of several thousand feet in height.  So I was very fascinated by the following story.  In the fall of 1991, at Yosemite, Mark Wellman and Mike Corbett scaled Half Dome Mountain.  For two weeks they inched their way along the mountain’s sheer cliff as spectators watched from some 2,000 feet below.  A newspaper article about this particular climb said there was great concern for the physical well being of Mike Corbett, “Yosemite’s most experienced rock climber.”  He suffered numbness in his arms.  “With Corbett leading, they had to inch up the final 75 feet of 2,200 foot Half Dome’s vertical face to reach the summit.  Part of the climb required them to swing out on their rope eight to ten feet from the wall to get above an overhang.”  


That might not seem like much to experienced climbers, but hear the rest of the story.  Mark Wellman is a paraplegic.  This climbing enthusiast requires help—even on the shortest and simplest climb.  So Mike Corbett’s job was doubled.  No wonder his arms got tired.  Basically, he climbed the mountain twice.  First, he climbed and set pitons, then after Mark pulled himself up, hand over hand, Mike returned to the original position to clean up the equipment.  He then climbed past Mark, set the next increment, moved back down, removed equipment, climbed…for 2,200 feet up a threatening mountain face!  With the help of an expert climber, Mark Wellman made the first major rock climb by a paraplegic.  Mike Corbett?  For nearly two weeks he sacrificed his pace and his style for another man’s pace and another man’s style.  He did twice the normal work, fully exhausting his energies.  He deliberately gave up his freedom—to help another man arrive at a chosen goal.  And this is the spiritual lifestyle of a “Christian climber,” a disciple-maker, also.  And since our goal is total world impact, the network of such climbers, such helpers, should extend around the world.

Focus finally on the term, “world-impacting.”  The assignment of our Lord makes each believer responsible for a world mission, and a world mission necessitates a world vision.  The late Henrietta Mears was influential in stimulating the establishment of some of the greatest Christian outreach ministries on earth, organizations such as Campus Crusade for Christ and the Fellowship of Christian Athletes.  She was also the founder of Gospel Light Publications and Forest Home Christian Conference Center.  Her impact will extend far beyond her lifetime and her location.  An index to her wide usefulness was exposed when she said, “There is no magic in small plans.  When I consider my ministry, I think of the whole world.  Anything less than that would not be worthy of Christ nor His will for my life.”


Clare Booth Luce once wrote, “Any great man’s life can be summarized in a single sentence, and it is always a sentence with an active verb in it.”  How would you summarize your life in a single sentence?  According to the mandate of Jesus, every Christian’s “active verb” should be, “TURN PEOPLE INTO DISCIPLES.”  If God were to stop your life at this very minute and call you to face Him in review, what impact has your Christian life had personally on the total global cause of Christ?  To what degree and with what effort have you obeyed that mandate of Jesus, the only command in the Great Commission, to “turn people into disciples”?  Have any world-visionary, world-impacting disciples emerged from your personal ministry?  If at the end of your life, a single sentence were all that you were allowed to summarize your life, what active verb would you use in it?
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