“DOES FAITH WORK?”
(James 2:14-26)


What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath faith, and have not works? Can faith save him?  If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food, And one of you say unto them, Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled; notwithstanding ye give them not those things which are needful to the body; what doth it profit?  Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: show me thy faith without thy works, and I will show thee my faith by my works.  Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and tremble.  But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is dead?  Was not Abraham our father justified by works, when he had offered Isaac his son upon the altar?  Seest thou how faith wrought with his works, and by works was faith made perfect?  And the scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham believed God, and it was imputed unto him for righteousness: and he was called the Friend of God.  Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and not by faith only.  Likewise also was not Rahab the harlot justified by works, when she had sent them out another way?  For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also.”

Here we can see the importance of the word “disciple” in defining a Christian. By definition, the word “disciple” means a “pupil,” or a “student,” or a “scholar” (which once was the typical word for a student, even if he was just going to his first day in school).  The word “disciple” in its New Testament usage combines academics (look at the incredible teachings of Jesus and the apostles, and remember that each Christian is to master those teachings as a “disciple”) and activity (compare the two verbs of Acts 1:1, “do” and “teach”, defining the balanced ministry of Jesus)  Necessarily, then, the word “disciple” entails a developing and purposeful use of the mind of the follower of Christ.  Conversely, the individual believer who is not developing his mind on a daily basis with a purposeful and balanced intake of Christian truth cannot qualify for the title of “disciple.”  
Also, it must be noted that the reason for learning (another definition of the word “disciple” is a “learner”) such truths is to communicate them to others, and to communicate them strategically, that is, for the purpose of multi-generation disciple-making.  In other words, merely academic or classroom communication or classroom “learning” that has no plan for reproduction and multiplication does not fit the model of Jesus, who gave us as our only marching orders the Commission to “turn people into disciples.”  Indeed, such a procedure leads to learning without works, which is covered in our text.  So true faith (the topic of this study) is necessarily a studious, sensible faith, as well as a speaking and serving faith.  


James 2:14-26 is not a mere topical discussion, but a very thoughtful, technical and theological  discussion.   This is typical of the entire Bible.  We can then deduce that if a person is not willing to be reasonably thoughtful, technical and theological in lifestyle, he cannot be a disciple.  (I use the word “reasonably” to accommodate the differences in personalities, inclinations, gift-mix, etc., in individual believers)

Such a text requires a careful definition of terms, & an equally careful explanation of terms.  So let me interweave exposition, definition, explanation, illustration, and devotional truth together in this study.  

Historically, Christendom (the entire community of professing Christians in all ages) has purported four distinct views of salvation: (1) A segment of Christendom teaches salvation by works.  Salvation by works is the creed of  all religion (whether it be Hindu, Buddhist, Islamic, Confucionist, Taoist, even “Christian”, etc.). The segment of Christendom which holds to salvation by works not only fails to see the truth, but it also turns its “branch” of Christendom into another religion.  (2) A second segment of Christendom teaches salvation by faith and works—this is the typical view of Roman Catholicism.  (3) A third segment of Christendom teaches salvation by faith without any regard whatsoever to works—this is the typical view of mysticism.  (4) The final view is the one we hold with conviction and commitment—salvation is by the kind of faith which, by its very nature,  works through love—I will boldly say that this is the view of New Testament Christianity.  This study will address such terms as “the kind of faith” and “faith which, by its very nature, works through love.”  We will explore the distinctiveness of the evangelical, New Testament view of salvation and some of its implications.  
I.  A SUPPOSED DISAGREEMENT

Any student of Christian history has seen that many interpreters have pointed out a supposed disagreement between the Apostle Paul and  James, the half-brother of Jesus who was also the pastor of the mother church in Jerusalem and the writer of the New Testament book of James.  The writings of Paul definitely teach salvation apart from works, and this segment of James’ letter appears to teach that works are necessary for salvation.  One (Paul) teaches salvation by grace through faith, and many have supposed that James teaches salvation by works.  So it is supposed that Paul and James contradict each other in radical disagreement.  
I heard of a deacon who tried to play a role of conciliation in a church feud.  When he stood to speak, he nervously said, “Brethren, I propose that what we need to do is to stand toe to toe back to back, look each other in the eye, and move forward.”  Carelessness in examining the respective teachings of Paul and James will leave us in that kind of quandary, but studious care will reveal a clear resolution of the supposed problem.
One has only to consult the teaching of Paul in Romans 4:1-5 and the teachings of James in James 2:21-24 to see the problem.  Romans 4:1-5 says, 

“What shall we say then that Abraham our father, as pertaining to the flesh, hath found?  For if Abraham were justified by works, he hath whereof to glory; but not before God.  For what saith the Scripture?  Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for righteousness.  Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt.  But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness.”

To the Romans 4 passage, we can add Romans 3:28, where Paul said, “We conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law,” and Galatians 2:16, where he said, “Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified.”  Note that  Paul uses Abraham (Romans 4) to show how a person is justified by faith, while James also uses Abraham (James 2:21-23) to show that justification is by works.  It surely seems that there is a clear contradiction here.  

Many interpreters place these representative writings of Paul in an opposite column from the writings of James in our text and insist that there is conflict between them which has no resolution.  However, such is not at all the case.  In fact, as usual, careful exegesis of the texts will reveal that these are, in fact, complementary truths and not contradictory truths.  

The two truths are like a two-sided coin (have you ever seen a one-sided coin?).  Paul presents the heads side of the coin, and James presents the tails side of the coin.  One may ask, Which side is the more important?  The answer is, Yes!  Which wing of an airplane is the more important (especially if you are riding on the plane)?  Which leg of the human body is the more important (especially if it is your body)?  Which half of a pair of scissors is the more important?  In each case, the two parts of the thing are inseparably bound together if the thing is to function properly.  The same is true of true faith and true works; they are inseparably bound together in the life of a born-again person.  And in each case, each is equal in importance to the other.  Even so, both sides of this coin must be acknowledged, and accepted for what they actually say, in order to have the truth of the Word of God.       

                                   II.  SOME SPIRITUAL DISTINCTIONS 

Let me point out some spiritual distinctions which are common in the writings of both Paul and James with regard to the relation of faith and works and their connection to salvation.  There are three key terms which are used by both Paul and James in presenting the message of salvation and the Christian life.  
A.  Justification

First, both Paul and James use the term “justification,” but the two of them use the word from different perspectives (see Romans 4:5 and James 2:21 as examples).  The following comparisons will reveal the ways they use this crucial word.  
To Paul – the word is used for           -----              To James, the word is used for the
           the justification of                                             justification of saints before
           sinners before God                                            men
To Paul – the word refers to a            -----              To James, the word refers to a 
           judicial declaration by God,                             practical demonstration on 

           which provides salvation to                              man’s part, which provides
           man                                                                    validation of his salvation
Paul is talking about the root             -----               James is talking about the fruit
            of justification (a root is                                  of justification (fruit is clearly 

            beneath the ground, and                                   seen by the eyes of any)

            invisible)                                                          observer)
Paul is talking about upward &         -----                James is talking about outward
            inward justification                                            justification

Paul is talking about a “know-so”     -----                 James is talking about a “show-
           salvation                                                              so” salvation (which he offers

                                                                                       as a valid answer to a mere 

                                                                                       “say-so” salvation)
                                                  B.  Faith
Second, both Paul and James use the term “faith,” with a common definition.  However, again, their perspectives are different.
Paul is talking about faith on the believing side, while James is talking about faith on the behaving side.  Dr. Guy King, the English Bible expositor, wrote a devotional commentary on the book of James, entitled A Belief That Behaves.  However, a word of caution is due even here.  We have changed the meaning of the word “behave” so that explanation is now required to be safe with this word.  We often say, “Behave yourself!” when someone is in danger of misbehaving, and the word has come to have a merely negative meaning.  The term often means to correct a wrong behavior or to refuse to allow a wrong behavior.  Actually, the word is a positive word, and invites an entire positive lifestyle.  But Paul and James are speaking about two parts of true faith.  

To both Paul and James, true faith has the same origin (Romans 10:17), the same object (Jesus), and the same outcome (works, or fruit).  In his presentation, Paul tends to major on the origin and the object, while James clearly majors on the outcome.  There is no contradiction whatsoever in these presentations.  Rather, they support each other.
To both Paul and James, true faith is always a matter of the head, and is based on a foundation of truth; a matter of the heart, involving a commitment of the total person; and a matter of the habit, involving a change of conduct.   Again, Paul majors on the first two—faith as a matter of the head and the heart, while James majors on faith as a matter of the habit.
             To both Paul and James, true faith involves a mosaic of factors: knowledge (Rom10:17);  repentance (Lk 13:3); obedience (Mt 7:21); perseverance (Mt 24:13); and fruit (Mt 7:20).  All of these are recognizable parts of the faith that is presented in the New Testament.  Let me encourage you to think carefully over these five ingredients in real faith.  It is true that each of them is always present in real faith.  
 
If you carefully study any of the concepts in this examination of true faith as Paul and James saw it, you will recognize that true faith is a vital, dynamic, aggressive thing, and does not resemble the tame version which often masquerades as faith in popular Christianity today.

C.  Works

Third, both Paul and James use the term “works,” but with a difference of definition.
 To Paul—the word “works” refers            -----    To James, the word “works” refers to 

       to the legalistic observance of the                       positive spiritual deeds that are      
       rituals, ceremonies and personal                        Christ-stimulated, and that 
       ethics of the Jewish law                                       contribute to people in Christ’s
                                                                                    name, and in order to advance
                                                                                    Christ’s cause



III.  SOME SCRIPTURAL DEDUCTIONS


Biblically, there is really no such thing as faith without works.  Such is an abstraction, a theory, a hypothetical assumption.  The concept of Biblical faith without true works is only a supposition without any foundation of reality.  If a man really believes, he cannot refrain from expressing it, both in words and in works.  In God’s kingdom, it is impossible for faith & works to exist apart.  When they seem to exist apart, one or the other is superficial and false.  Faith is the source of all true good works, and true good works are the only evidence of the faith we possess in our hearts.  Real faith guarantees fruit.

We are not saved by faith and works, but by a faith that works.  We are saved by faith alone, but faith that is alone does not save.  Only a working faith is a worthy faith. Faith which works is a spiritual force, but faith without works is a spiritual farce.  Works are not an added extra to faith, but an essential expression of it.  

            This truth is reinforced everywhere in the New Testament.  In Jesus’ parable of the two sons summoned by their father to go work in his vineyard (Matthew 21:28-32), in His parable of the talents (Matthew 25:14-30), in His parable of the rich fool (Luke 12:16-20), and in the renowned Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7), Jesus taught that idle faith is no faith at all.  

             In Paul’s illustration of the human body as a picture of the Body of Christ in I Corinthians 12:15-17, every member identified (foot, hand, ear, eye, nose) is a working member.  No idle, non-working member is a part of the illustration.  Even so, a workless faith is a worthless faith.
             Finally, in Hebrews 11, the so-called “faith chapter” (and it is), there are more works than in any other chapter in the Bible!  The faith of the Bible is a faith that is proved by works.  
                                    IV.  TWO SIGNIFICANT DEMONSTRATIONS

              James includes in our text two significant demonstrations of true faith, a faith that reveals that it is true by its works.  In James 2:21-23, he cites Abraham as an example of true faith, and in James 2:25, he mentions Rahab as an example of true faith.  How strange to go to such an extreme of persons for his examples of true faith.  But careful thought will reveal the brilliance of these choices.  Let me compare (or contrast) the two.
First, note the contrast of their persons.  This chart will show the contrast.
      Abraham, verses 21-24                    -----                     Rahab, verse 25
             A man                                                                          A woman

             A Jew                                                                           A Gentile

             Upper social level                                                        Lower social level

             A Godly man with                                                       An immoral woman

                          subtle sins                                                              with scarlet sins  

             A PATRIARCH                                                          A PROSTITUTE
              One cannot examine the contrasts of this chart and know that both Abraham and Rahab were justified before God without realizing that God’s grace can cover anybody if the individual will trust Jesus Christ and Him alone for God’s salvation.  True faith can potentially be exercised by anybody, regardless of his social status or morality at the moment of faith.

               Dear friend, are you a true believer in Jesus Christ?  Would your friends see the proof of your faith in genuine, steady works which glorify Him?  Our word “believe” comes from a contraction of two words, “by life.”  Faith is what you believe so much that you live by it.
               But James includes these two examples of true faith because their works proved their faith, and thus they were justified (validated, vindicated) before men by the works which proved their faith.  So we will finally examine the comparison of their performances.
              Comparison number one:  In both cases, their works were based on revelation.  Abraham believed a clearly revealed word from God when he offered his son of promise, Isaac, on an altar on Mount Moriah (Genesis 22:2).  Rahab believed a simple revelation concerning the God of Israel, and thus obeyed what He led her to do (Joshua 2:10-11).  In each of the two cases, faith came by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God (Romans 10:17).  
               Comparison number two:  In both cases, their works were radical.  The command to Abraham must have shocked him through and through. He must have questioned at every moment whether he had really heard from God.  But he obeyed the radical command of a faithful God.  James called Abraham “the friend of God” (James 2:23), but Rahab was from a people at enmity with God, and their enmity was being expressed at the very moment she demonstrated her faith by her radical action.
               Comparison number three:  In both cases, their works involved a risk of life.  Abraham risked the life of his son, Isaac.  Rahab trusted God in a hostile environment and risked her own life and the lives of the members of her family.

               Comparison number four:  In both cases, their works were a result of faith.  You may be sure that neither Abraham nor Rahab would have acted as they did if they had not believed God.  Their faith, being true faith, resulted in works.  Yes, faith works!
                Summary:  Genuine faith is like calories—you can’t see them, but you often see their results!  Let me ask it again.  Dear friend, have you trusted Jesus Christ and received Him into your heart?  Have you been so transformed that you are happily serving Him?  The question for you is, Does your faith work?  If not, remember that Jesus Christ died for you and for your sins, and rose again from the dead for your justification (Romans 4:25).  Agree with God about the deadly and destructive nature of your sins, and repent of those sins.  Tell Him that you want His attitude toward your sins to be your attitude, also.  Obey God by receiving Jesus Christ into your heart by faith, totally trusting Him to save you.  Ask Him to set you feet on a path of obedience, and begin to serve Him.  Trust Him for the works that prove your faith to be genuine, and for fruit for His glory.  
                                                         ADDENDUM # 1

                  I have quoted the text at the head of this lesson from the King James Version of the Bible.  Because of the incredible riches in the text itself, no single translation can capture the truth that is found in the text.  When I study, I take every advantage I can find in all of the study helps I have available, including the use of numerous translations of the Bible.  For many reasons, many believers and Bible students cannot follow my study procedure, though I highly recommend it!  The blessings I have received from it are incalculable and unspeakable!  After reading the King James Version, I begin with word studies of the specific words of the text, so that I may be sure that I know exactly what the text says.  Then I read the Amplified Bible, which incorporates numerous translations into one (one of my two favorite textual study Bibles).  Next, I consult The Discovery Bible, which is the best single study Bible I use.  If you have this Bible, be sure to read and master the introductory pages before you read the text.  This is a gold mine of spiritual instruction.  After numerous other translations, I read at least three paraphrases (including the Philips paraphrase, the Living Bible paraphrase, and the Eugene Peterson paraphrase entitled The Message).  I am always staggered by the riches of the text itself, and by the brilliance of meaning suggested even by the subtleties of the text.  David wrote long ago, “Thy Word is wonderful,” and every study episode confirms that assessment to me.  There is hardly a better example of this than our text for this study.

                  Let me show you this brilliance by looking at just one verse, the first verse of the text for this study.  The KJV says, “What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath faith, and have not works?  Can faith save him?”  On the surface, by the reading of this translation, the reader might think that James is saying that faith alone cannot save a sinner.  However, closer observation (this is why we are commanded to “study,” and not merely read, a text) will quickly correct that  false impression.  There are three very rich insights “hidden” in the grammatical structure of this verse, and they are crucial for correct understanding of the truth James is presenting.  Note the word “though” in the text.  “What doth it profit, though a man say ….”    The word is conditional in nature, and means “if.”  However, in the Greek language, there are three possible uses of the conditional word “if.”  They are called “the first class condition”, “the second class condition”, and “the third class condition”.  Don’t be threatened by the technical sound of such grammatical subtleties; they are really very easy.  The first class condition means, “You can count on this.”  The second class condition means, “This may happen, or it may not.  The supposition is not certain.”  The third class condition practically says, “This won’t happen, so do not count on it.”  But what if it did?  So this use of the “if” asks you to suppose what would be true if it did happen.  The “if” in James 2:14 is a third class condition.  The person in question says that he has faith without works, and puts his entire hope in such faith, but it will not save him.  He has substituted words for works.  His is only a “say-so” faith, when the faith James is speaking of is a “show-so” faith.  But so far, we still don’t have the full truth of James’ argument.  He has only laid the foundation.

                 The second textual feature that helps us to see James’ full argument is that there is a definite article in the text before the word “faith” in the question, “Can faith save him?”  When the article is translated, the text says, “Can such a faith save him?” or “Can that kind of faith save him?”  Now we can fully comprehend his argument!  James is not questioning whether faith alone can save a sinner.  He is rather asking, “What kind of faith is it that saves sinners?”  To anticipate, James says, Faith alone saves sinners, but faith that is alone is not real faith at all.  Real faith is validated, substantiated, proven, revealed, by the works that always attend it.  God can see the invisible faith in a believer’s heart, but God has a great deal at stake in the believer’s public testimony in this world, and without works, the believer’s faith will never be seen in this world.  So the kind of faith that justifies before God is the faith that is also validated before men—and no other faith can be accurately called “saving faith.”

                  The New American Standard New Testament, which is the translation used in The Discovery Bible, translates verse 17 of the text in this manner, “Even so faith if it has no works, is dead, being by itself.”  Let me use those very words to state James’ truth.  Faith “by itself” saves, but faith that is by itself (that is, unattended by the works that reveal true faith) cannot save.  

                   Our verse (James 2:18) contains one more grammatical subtlety, and this nails down the incredible argument which James presents.  Let me quote the verse again:  “What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath faith, and have not works?  Can (that kind of) faith save him?”  Here is the final hammer blow which nails down the argument:  in the Greek text, the grammatical structure (for Greek students, it is the me—pronounced “may”—construction) is so phrased that it presupposes a negative answer.  As I write, I have a Greek New Testament before me, and I have looked at the text one more time to marvel at the way the truth is stated.  This is the full translation of the text:  “What is the profit, my brothers, if anyone says he has faith but has not works?  Such a faith as that cannot save him, can it?”  One translation renders the full force when it says, “Can that kind of faith save him?  Absolutely not!”        
                    So we see in the very first word of the text that James is not questioning whether faith alone can save a person; his question is rather, What kind of faith is it that saves a person?  What is the nature of saving faith?  James’ answer:  “Saving faith” is a dynamic faith that is always attended by “works.”   So-called “faith” that is not vital enough to produce “works” is not real faith at all!  I have also attempted to define those works elsewhere in this study.  This is indeed a text that is replete with the riches of heaven.  
                    Having said all that, let me reassure the person who doesn’t have the advantage of time or resources for such in-depth study of a text.  Be assured, dear Christian, that there are plenty of nuggets on the surface of the Biblical gold mine.  Those nuggets alone will make you rich.  Years ago, when the Revised Standard Version of the Bible was first published, a great debate raged over it because of one or two translations it made.  While the debate was raging, a lady wrote to the editor of “The Baptist Standard,” the Southern Baptist newsmagazine for the state of Texas (where I was living at the time as I attended Seminary).  In her letter, she said, “Dear Sir:  I have purchased a copy of The Revised Standard Version of the Bible, but I received a pamphlet this week which called it an ‘unholy book.’  Which should I believe?  What should I do?”  Dr. James, the wizened editor of the paper, curtly replied, “Dear Madam:  Burn the pamphlet and read the Bible.” 
                     I would add, Be a student, not merely a reader, and learn to “rightly divide the word of truth” (II Timothy 2:15).  If you don’t know exactly how to study the Bible, let someone who “knows the ropes” help you; this is a part of “making disciples” as Jesus commanded.    And remember that the Bible is not primarily a field for academic study; it is a Territory of Encounter Where We Meet the God We Know, Love and Serve.  Properly perceived, the academic study will only enrich the Encounter.
ADDENDUM # 2
                 The seriousness of this matter must not be forfeited by humor, but this poem reveals the extreme seriousness of eternal destiny while using humor as well:

                      “He wasn’t much for stirring about, It wasn’t his desire,

                        While others worked to build the Kingdom He was sitting by the fire.

                        Same old story, day by day, He never seemed to tire,

                        No matter what the others did, He was sitting by the fire.

                        At last he came to die, as all must do, Some say he went up higher,

          But if he’s doing what he used to do, He’s still sitting by the fire.”

ADDENDUM # 3
                 Verse 19 of the text says, “Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and tremble.”  Dr. A. T. Robertson says that the word translated “tremble” also means to “bristle.”  It is a picture of sheer terror, the picture we would describe when we say, “My hair stood up on the back of my neck.”  Satan and demons are thoroughly orthodox in their religious beliefs, so orthodox that they know their own destiny and bristle with fear because of their awareness.  But they are orthodox in their “faith.”  In fact, many people who attend church may have less faith than demons; at least, demons have enough respect for the truth to tremble before it.
                         Some years ago, I found this illustration through my reading; it illustrates the point of the text.

                          Imagine this scene:  Satan walks down the aisle of an evangelical church some Sunday and says, “Pastor, I want to join this church.  It’s a great congregation and I want to belong to it.”  The pastor says, “Well, this is amazing.  The devil wants to join this church.”  So the pastor asks him some questions first, and this is his testimony.  The pastor asks, “Do you believe Jesus is the Son of God?” “I certainly do.  Why,” says the devil, “you got me down wrong in the fourth chapter of Matthew.  It says there that you have me saying, ‘If you are the Son of God, turn these stones into bread.  If you are the Son of God, cast Yourself down from the pinnacle,’ and you make it a conditional, a subjunctive form.  It’s not.  It’s indicative. What I said was, and it is written in the book if you’d just translate it correctly, ‘Since you are the Son of God, make the stones into bread.  Since you are the Son of God, throw Yourself down.’  No,” says the devil, “they wrote me down wrong there.  I believe Jesus is the Son of God.  I’ve known Him from before the foundation of the world.  I knew Him in heaven.  I knew Him before He was incarnate.  I certainly believe that He is the Son of God.”

                         “Well, do you believe He is born of a virgin?”  “I certainly do.  I saw the angel make the glorious announcement to the virgin Mary and I was there in Bethlehem when He was born.  I saw the star and I heard the angels sing.  I believe in the virgin birth.”

                         So the pastor says, “Do you believe Jesus died on the cross?”  “Yes, sir, I was there.”  “Well, do you believe that He was raised from the dead.”  “Yes, sir, I was there.  I saw the stone rolled away.  I saw the Roman seals broken; I saw Him step out.  I was there.”  “Well, do you believe that He’s coming again?”  “I do.  The apostle John wrote of me in the apocalypse that I had a short time.  I believe.”  “Well, I’m a Baptist pastor.  We ask people to be baptized when they join our church.  Do you believe in being baptized?  Do you believe in immersion?  Would you be willing to be baptized?”  “I certainly do believe in baptism, and I would be willing to be baptized.  I was at the Jordan River when Jesus was baptized.  I’ll make a good Baptist.”  “Another question: will you promise to attend regularly if you join this church?”  “Oh,” he says, “I’ll be much more regular in attendance than some of your members.  I’ll be there every service.  I’ll come whether many of the other members show up or not.  In fact, I’ll even join the choir.  I’ll get into many of the members.  I’ll be happy to serve as a deacon, and will make a good one. (I think I’ve met some deacons like that—in other churches, of course!)  I’ll attend all of the deacons’ meetings, and speak my mind.”

                         Well, with a testimony like that, a motion is made that he be received as a member.  Someone seconds the motion.  The members vote, and it’s unanimous.  We have him in the church and he is just as orthodox as he can be.

                          However, there is one other question to ask him, just one.  “Satan, you have walked up and down the earth oversowing God’s fields with tares, breaking many hearts.  You have afflicted children, destroyed homes, ruined lives.  Satan, have you repented?  Have you turned from your wicked ways?  Have you opened your heart and trusted Jesus Christ as your personal Lord?  Are you willing to confess with your mouth that Jesus Christ is Lord?  Are you willing to bow the knee to Him and trust and serve Him?”  And we all know what his answer would be.  (See II Corinthians 11:14-15)   
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