


























How Brightly Are You Shining For Christ?


�Genesis 1:14-18


�
 “HOW BRIGHTLY ARE YOU SHINING FOR CHRIST?”





(Genesis 1:14-18)





“And God said, Let there be lights in the firmament of the heaven to divide the day from the night; and let them be for signs, and for seasons, and for days, and years: And let them be for lights in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth: and it was so.  And God made two great lights: the greater light to rule the day, and the lesser light to rule the night: he made the stars also.  And God set them in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth.  And to rule over the day and over the night, and to divide the light from the darkness: and God saw that it was good.  And the evening and the morning were the fourth day.”








Several terms are noteworthy in this passage by virtue of their repetition.  One is the word, “lights” (or “luminaries”), which occurs five times in these verses.  This word defines the main subject of this paragraph of the creation story.  Then the term, “to give light upon the earth” occurs twice, and it tells us the purpose of the creation of the luminaries from our standpoint on earth.  The heavenly “luminaries” are for the purpose of giving illumination upon the earth.  These luminaries “divide the day from the night” and “give light upon the earth.”  The “greater light” is the sun, which “rules the day,” and the “lesser light” is the moon, which “rules the night.”  The remaining vastness of creation is disposed of with the line, “He made the stars also.”  In this study, I want to borrow the line, “and let them (these created luminaries) be for signs, and for (indicating) seasons, and for days, and years.”  Days and years are the shortest and longest measures of time fixed by the movement of these heavenly luminaries.  I am going to employ the sun and the moon as “signs” of a different sort.  





From the viewpoint of men on earth, the dominant light in the heavens is that of the sun.  The sun is the great center of light in our solar system and from our viewpoint.  The sun is the center of our solar system.  The sun shines by its own underived, unborrowed light.  It shines because it burns, and both its burning and its shining are inherent within itself.  In this sense, the sun is a great symbol, or “sign,” of Jesus Christ, Who is all in all in the spiritual solar system.  In fact, Paul also borrowed this picture in II Corinthians 4:6, when he said, “God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.”  Jesus Christ is the Christian’s sun.  The Old Testament triggers this idea in such passages as Psalm 84:11, which says, “The Lord God is a sun and shield: the Lord will give grace and glory: no good thing will He withhold from them that walk uprightly.”  The prophet Malachi closed the Old Testament prophecies of the coming of Christ with the words, “The sun of righteousness shall arise with healing in his wings” (Mal. 4:2).





Jesus Himself echoed the same idea when He said of Himself, “I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life” (John 8:12).  In John 9:5, He laid the groundwork for a development of this idea when He said, “As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world,” suggesting that a time was coming when He would not any longer be “in the world,” and also suggesting that, at that time, someone else would have to take up the role of providing the world’s light.  


�
In one of the great passages on the Person of Christ in the New Testament, John wrote, “All things were made by Him; and without Him was not anything made that was made.  In Him was life; and the life was the light of men.  And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended (elsewhere translated “arrest”) it not.  There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.  The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all men through him might believe.  He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light.  That was the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the world” (John 1:3-9).   Two chapters later, Jesus said, “And this is the condemnation, that light has come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.  For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved.  But he that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may be made manifest, that they are wrought in God” (John 3:19-21).  The combining of these passages raises — and answers — many baffling questions about man’s response to the Gospel.  





Some years ago, I attended the famous Passion Play in Eureka Springs, Arkansas.  When it ended that night, I drove over the hills and mountains to my boyhood hometown of Fayetteville.  As I was descending from the mountains at Eureka Springs, I was on a winding highway on the outside of a mountain.  At one point, a “hairpin curve” curled around the outside of the mountain.  Suddenly, everything went dark.  I thought the lights had gone out on my car, but the darkness was only momentary.  There had been a break in the foliage on the outside of the highway, which was the down side of the mountain.  The curvature of the highway had carried me to the very edge of the mountain.  Because the beams of the headlight did not strike anything and reflect light, it seemed as if all the lights had gone out — but only for a moment, fortunately.  Instantly, I saw an illustration of spiritual truth.  You see, the brightest of lights might be shining upon me, but if it is shining only on my back and there is nothing in front of me to reflect it, I would not know it was shining!  Though God’s light “lights (illumines) every man that comes into the world” (John 1:9), men are largely unaware of that light because their backs are turned toward the light, and though it shines in its brilliance — it shines right past them!  That light must have a reflector, or they will never know it is shining!  The Bible says, “In Thy light shall we see light,” but adjustments must be made to His light or men will never even know it is shining.  Men cannot look directly at the sun without blinding themselves, but men can enjoy the sight of everything there is to be seen — because of the reflected light of the sun.            





Remember our analogy.  The shining sun is a striking symbol of Jesus Christ.  Now, let’s move a step further.  In the analogy provided by our text and related Biblical statements, the moon provides a striking symbol of the church of Jesus Christ, or of the individual Christian.  Jesus had said, “As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world” (John 9:5).  In a definitive passage in the Sermon on the Mount, He said to His disciples, “Ye are the light of the world.  A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid.  Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house.  Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven” (Matthew 5:14-16).  The Christian is well symbolized by the moon in the night sky.  The moon has no light of its own.  If it shines at all, it shines with a derived light.  So its light is reflected light.  The motto of the moon might be, “What I receive, I reflect.  What I get, I give.”  


�
When the moon is viewed through a powerful telescope (or by a moon-walking spaceman!), it has the appearance of a vast ruin of nature.  It appears to be a ball of ruin suspended in space.  When it stands alone, it merely advertises its own bankruptcy.  Furthermore, when the moon shines in brilliance, the source of its light is hidden from view.  What a picture of the disciple of Christ!  





The moon’s purpose (according to the text in Genesis 1) is to reflect light.  How does it do this?  It shines merely by standing out in the open, totally exposed to the sun.  Thus, it receives light from another source, and re-presents the light it receives.  As long as the moon is involved in an open relationship to the sun, it will shine.  I repeat: what a picture of the Christian and of the church of Jesus Christ!  George Fox, the Quaker leader, said, “The world should be full of little bright spots where Christians are.”  





Years ago, Dean Earl Marlatt was showing his young nephew around the campus of Yale University.  They entered the chapel, which contains a large stained-glass window picture of the twelve apostles.  As Dean Marlatt was explaining the window, he asked the boy, “Son, do you know what apostles are?”  The boy replied, “Uncle Earl, I guess that apostles are the men the light shines through!”  What an insight, and what an illustration of our illustration!  





One of my favorite stories concerns John Ruskin, the great Scottish philosopher and man of letters.  In the late years of his life, he was seated one night on the front porch of his home, visiting with another elderly gentleman.  As the darkness came, a lamplighter came down the street, steadily lighting the street lamps.  The task was done manually in those days.  The man carried a torch.  When he came to a lamppost, he would remove the globe from the lamp and touch the oiled wick with the flaming torch, igniting it.  Then he would replace the globe over the flame and move on.  A short while later, he had lit all the lamps in sight and had disappeared over the hill.  Ruskin remarked to his friend, “Now, that is a good picture of a genuine Christian.  A genuine Christian is one who carries the light of Christ within himself and ignites everyone who is flammable that he comes in contact with, so that when he departs, he leaves a string of lights behind him!” This is the ideal for every Christian — that he be such a bright center of attraction for Christ that “when he departs, he leaves a string of lights behind him.”  However!  We must sadly admit that such is not the case.  Indeed, the Christian who steadily reveals Christ and ignites others with His light is the exception today, and not the rule!  What has gone wrong?  Again, our analogy will explain both the failures of Christians in re-presenting Christ — and the successes.














I.  AN ECLIPSE OF THE MOON,


 PICTURE OF THE WORLDLY CHRISTIAN





There are four possible relationships which may prevail at any time between the sun, the moon and the earth.  We will let the earth represent the world of unsaved people, the unconverted world.


�
The first possible arrangement that may occur between the sun, the moon and the earth is an eclipse of the moon caused by the earth getting between the sun and the moon.  In this case, the sun shines as brightly as ever, and the moon has the same capacity to receive and reflect the light of the sun, but the earth has passed between the sun and the moon, blocking off the sun’s light so that it does not reach the surface of the moon.  Because the moon gives only the light it gets, the moon is dark as a reflector.  An eclipse has occurred.  





In our analogy, this is a picture of what happens when a Christian (or a church) allows the world to get between him and Jesus Christ, thus blocking the light of Christ from full shining within him and upon him and from full reflection by him.  The Bible warns and counsels the Christian in these words: “Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world; for if any man love the world, the love for the Father is not in him.  For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.  And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that does the will of God abideth forever” (I John 2:15-17).  James 4:4 says, “Know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God?  Whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God.”  So it is very serious business when a Christian becomes “worldly,” or allows the world to pass its dark or distracting influence between him and Jesus.  





The story of Zacchaeus, the little Jericho tax collector, contains this intriguing line: “Zacchaeus wanted to see Jesus to discover who He was, and he could not because of the crowd.”  Zacchaeus was not alone in his inability to see Jesus because of the crowd!  Many a person, both saved and lost, has lost sight of Jesus because of the distortions and distractions of the world.  This problem is especially deadly to a Christian, because, not only does it “cool off” his own spiritual walk with Christ, it also prevents lost people around him from the seeing the reflected light of Christ which should be shining from him.  An eclipse of the Christian — and of Christ — has occurred when the Christian allows the world to come between him and Christ.





II.  AN ECLIPSE OF THE SUN,


  PICTURE OF THE SELF-ADVANCING CHRISTIAN





The second possible relationship that may occur at any time between the sun, the moon and the earth is an eclipse of the sun by the moon getting between the sun and the earth.  Thus, the moon itself actually shuts off the sun’s light.  When this occurs, the moon may stand out there, fully exposed to the earth, but unable to shine — because it is severed from its source of light.  When this occurs, only the dark side of the moon shows.  





�
To follow our analogy, this is what happens when the flesh of the Christian, his “self-life,” is allowed to control him, thus obscuring the light of Christ by selfishness.  The Christian dares to place himself on display instead of Christ.  Thus, an eclipse of Christ has occurred because of the shabby, selfish  life of the Christian.  When this occurs, only the dark side of the Christian, his flesh, shows.  Sadly, his life becomes like the basement Walter Murdock described in one of his essays.  In a story entitled “Beasts in the Basement,” he told about the house his eccentric aunt left him when she died.  Her will stipulated that he must keep alive a peculiar group of animals the aunt housed in her cellar.  There was a tiger from India, which had been acquired by his grandfather; a parrot, which had belonged to his great-aunt Celina; a donkey that had been given by Uncle Henry; and other animals that had been given by deceased relatives.  Murdock had to keep the animals alive and in the basement, by the terms of the will, but they were a constant embarrassment to him.  When the animals would become restless and noisy, Murdock would cough, clear his throat, turn up the volume on the radio, shuffle his feet, or carry on in some other way in order to distract his guests. What a parable of the flesh!  Paul said, “I know that in me, that is, in my flesh, dwells no good thing” (Romans 7:18).  The flesh in a believer’s life may be like a virtual menagerie of undesirable animals kept under the surface, but waiting for instant expression at any time.  Any expression of that flesh is deadly to the life and influence of the Christian.  The life of the flesh is the death of Christian character and testimony.  The exercise and expression of the flesh is the embarrassment of the Christian, and the end of Christian testimony.  





When I was pastor in Little Rock, Arkansas, I was asked to be the evening speaker at a statewide assembly of young people at the Baptist encampment in Siloam Springs, Arkansas.  It was the Fourth of July week, and the assembly had the largest number of young people it had ever had at that time — over a thousand teenagers.  During the week, I was seated at a table on the assembly grounds one afternoon, visiting with several pastor-friends.  A group of teenage girls came by, attended by a male counselor.  An argument had erupted between them, apparently begun by one of the girls.  She was wearing a Christian tee shirt, which bore the inscription, “THIS PERSON IS THE PROPERTY OF JESUS CHRIST.”  The group stopped near our table, and she “let him have it” verbally, spitting “verbal venom” into the air toward him.  Then, she realized her surroundings, and the attention she was getting, and she suddenly became quiet, obviously embarrassed.  In the lull of quiet after her tirade, he looked into her face and quietly said, “You know, if I were Jesus, I’d sell you!”  What had happened?  Well, let’s give her “the benefit of the doubt” and say that she was truly a Christian.  If so, at that moment, she had subdued Christ within her and usurped His position of control in her life.  When this happens, the drives and instincts of the flesh take over.  So Christ was not seen through her; only the dark side of her nature, the flesh, could be seen.  She put her own sorry selfishness on exhibit instead of the shining splendor of Jesus.  This is a second arrangement that may occur at any time between Jesus Christ, the Christian, and the unsaved world.














III.  A CRESCENT, OR “NEW MOON,”


PICTURE OF THE HALF-HEARTED CHRISTIAN





The third possible relationship that may occur at any time between the sun, the moon, and the earth is commonly called a crescent, or a “new moon.”  This is the relationship that occurs when the earth gets partially between the sun and the moon, causing a partial eclipse.  When this occurs, the moon exposes only a part of itself to the light of the sun, and it gives only a partial reflection.  This appears as a “quarter moon,” and is commonly called a “crescent.”  Because the earth has made a partial intrusion between the sun and the moon, the moon is able to offer only a fraction of what it is to the sun, so it reflects only what it receives.  





�
In the tragic, sinful story of Ananias and Sapphira recorded in Acts 5, these critical lines occur, “They kept back part;” “they brought a certain part”; “why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit, and to keep back part . . . ?”   Someone called their problem, “the curse of the partial surrender.”  This curse has fallen upon multitudes of Christians — and Christ is forced into a partial eclipse.  





Dr. W. Y. Fullerton told the story of a shipwreck off the coast of Florida many years ago.  A terrible storm came up in the night, and the wind was so strong that, in the lighthouse guarding the dangerous rocky shore, one of the thick panes of the lantern was smashed.  The lighthouse keeper repaired it as best he could in the emergency, lest the whole light should be extinguished.  He had no extra glass there to replace the broken pane, but with a sheet of tin he filled the vacant place — one facet of the lantern was dark.  At the height of the storm a ship approached on that sid, and being misled by the absence of the light, it ran on to the rock and sank with all lives lost.  The lantern was wrong at only one point, but that one inconsistency caused the tragedy.  Luke 11:36 warns us about “having no part dark.”  When we “keep back part” from Jesus, our character is inconsistent, and our testimony is damaged.  At that point of partial eclipse, multitudes may be lost.  





IV.  A FULL MOON,


PICTURE OF THE FULL MAN





The final possible relationship that may prevail at any time between the sun, the moon and the earth is called the full moon.  In this relationship, the moon simply keeps its face open and toward the sun, with nothing between the sun and the moon, and the sun shines upon it in all the sun’s undimmed brightness.  Thus, the moon totally receives all possible light from the sun, and it reflects what it receives.  So the moon appears as a silver ball of brightness hanging out in the dark sky.  That is the secret of a radiant moon; it keeps its face to the sun and reflects its glory.  It shines with the sun’s radiance, caught and transmitted by the moon.  Oh, that Christians might be so occupied with Him, the Sun of Righteousness (Mal. 4:2), that whether in their faces, or in their character, or in their behavior, His glory might be seen.  We may not be aware of it, as in the case of Moses, whose face shone with the reflected glory of God, but “Moses knew it not.”  The chief purpose, anyway, is that Christ be seen, not us.  





An American businessman went on a business trip to France.  While there, he purchased gifts for each member of his family back home.  Among the gifts he brought back to his wife was a jewelry box which was advertised as having the capacity to “glow in the dark.”  When his wife opened the gift at home, he turned off the lights to prove the capability of the gift to fulfill its promise.  However, the jewelry box remained dark.  He examined it for some flaw, and saw some French writing on the back of the box.  He took the box to a French teacher who taught in a nearby school, and she translated the French words for him.  The message was a tiny poem which read:





    “If you would have me to shine in the night,


                                        Then you must keep me long in the light.”





�
The man took the gift back home, placed it near a bright light for some time, then turned off the lights again.  This time, it shone out brightly in the darkness.  Christian, the formula is the same for you and me: “If we would shine in the night, We must spend much time in The Light.”  How much time do you spend daily just basking in The Light?





I have described the full moon in astronomy, and the full man in Christian experience.  The Christian life is a matter of properly adjusted, full relationship between the Christian and Jesus Christ.  So the life of the Christian should be a series of fresh exposures and new surrenders to Jesus Christ.  Daniel 12:3 states the result of such a life: “They that are wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament, and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars forever and ever.”  Just how brightly do you — do I — shine for Jesus Christ?  Which of the four possible arrangements between you and Jesus Christ is true of you at this moment?  Does the world dominate your thinking, your desires, your motivation, even though you know you are a Christian?  Is your unrestrained self-life, the flesh, allowed to control you and obscure Christ?  Be careful here: in light of the total requirements of the Christian life, are you withholding any commitment from Him which Jesus wants of you?  Are you guilty of a mere partial surrender?  Or are you a full Christian, with an unhindered testimony and witness, multiplying your influence through others as you share Christ with them?  Are you walking in the fullness of the Spirit, seeking to make Christ known to the ends of the earth and until the end of time?





As long as science held to Ptolemaic astronomy — making everything in the universe revolve around the earth as the center — we ended in confusion.  Ptolemy said the earth was the center of everything, and the church concurred because this view made man and his interests the most important thing in the universe.  But the mass of scientific evidence did not “line up” as long as this view was held.  Then along came a Polish astronomer named Nicolas Copernicus (1473-1543).  Copernicus was a scholar in the fields of math, astronomy, law and medicine.  At an early stage in his career he became aware of serious defects in the Ptolemaic system of astronomy.  He found that a minority opinion, known at “the Heliocentric Concept” (the sun-centered view of the universe), had long been neglected.  The old view was that the sun, moon, stars and planets were constantly moving in space.  However, they detected no movement of the earth.  Therefore, they deducted, the earth must be the fixed point in the universe, and everything else revolves around it.  On the basis of all the available evidence, Copernicus saw clearly that this view was incorrect, and that in fact the earth is a planet rotating around the sun.  Because the dominant church of that day (the Roman Catholic Church) held to the Ptolemaic view, any other view was regarded as heresy and could be punishable by death.  Therefore, as a prudent man, Copernicus circulated his thoughts cautiously, publishing his treatise, The Revolutions of the Heavenly Spheres, just before his death in 1543.  Thus, the renowned “Copernican Revolution” was initiated.





Dear friends, we have the same kind of problem today.  Our spiritual system is often a Ptolemaic system, with the world or self often at the very center of our lives.  It is time for another full-fledged “Copernican revolution,” in which the Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, is kept at the center of attention and practice!  





�
�
When the world turned from the Ptolemaic to the Copernican view of astronomy, wherein the earth revolved around the sun, and not everything around the earth, then everything began to fall into its place.  Everything lined up in proper order.  As long as we are egocentric, nothing will line up properly.  But the moment you and I make Jesus Christ the very center of thought, life, and daily experience and practice, then and then only are we on the right center.  Jesus said, “He who saves his life shall lose it, but he who loses his life for my sake and the Gospel’s, shall save it.”  We must keep the Son in our eyes — and our lives will shine brightly for Him.	




















