   “DRIFTING OR DIRECTED?”
 (Hebrews 2:1-3; Hebrews 6:17-20)

“Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things which we have heard, lest as any time we should let them slip.  For if the word spoken by angels was steadfast, and every transgression and disobedience received a just recompense of reward; How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation?”

“God, willing more abundantly to show unto the heirs of promise the immutability of his counsel, confirmed it by an oath: That by two immutable things, in which it was impossible for God to lie, we might have a strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us: Which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast, and which entereth into that within the veil; Whether the forerunner is for us entered, even Jesus.”
The two Scripture passages which comprise the texts of this study are bound together by one common denominator: they both employ specific maritime language.  They both use seagoing vocabulary.  There are two such terms in Hebrews 2:1.  The term translated “give the more earnest heed” in the King James Version is a term that was used for the care the captain of a sailing vessel  used in bringing his ship into harbor — the word for securing, mooring, and docking the ship.  This term shows the action which the captain takes to guarantee as much as possible the safety of the ship.    

The other seafaring term of Hebrews 2:1 is the term translated “lest at any time we should drift by them.”  Let me quote this phrase from several translations so that we can receive the full impression that is conveyed by the words.  “For this reason we must pay closer attention to what we have heard, lest we drift away from it” (New American Standard Version).  “This is why we must pay much closer attention to the message once heard, to keep from drifting to one side” (Williams translation).  “This is why we should listen all the more carefully to what we have been told, or we may drift away” (Beck translation).  “Therefore, we must the more eagerly anchor our lives to the things that we have been taught, lest the ship of life drift past them” (William Barclay)

Note that the human stewardship of Divine truth begins when the human individual hears the message.  This hearing works something like a catcher on a baseball team.  A good catcher rivets his attention on the pitcher and does everything possible to efficiently adapt to the pitcher’s delivery.   The pitcher and the pitched ball are the absolute center of things when the play begins.  The entire game is set in motion when the pitcher throws the ball, and the time and kind of the pitch are determined by the catcher.  The team is to be pitied if the catcher becomes bored by his assignment and either waves to a fan in the stands or closes his eyes for a moment of rest before the pitch arrives.  The work of Christ is largely aborted if the people who listen to the truth of God listen without deep attention and committed purpose.  If the listener does not hear from God qualitatively when the truth is presented, he will slowly “drift away from God and His truth.” This concept of drifting is the second seafaring term used in this verse.
The other passage, Hebrews 6:17-20, also is replete with maritime terms.  The terms “anchor” and “forerunner” are distinct seafaring words, and several other such concepts are suggested in these verses.  So there are common denominators in these passages which connect them together.  When they are associated in our minds, two great contrasting truths emerge.  

    I.  THE DANGER OF A DRIFTING LIFE

The first passage, Hebrews 2:1, clearly shows us the danger of a drifting life.  Moral and spiritual drifting is always dangerous, whether it occurs in the life of a Christian or a non-Christian.  Very few non-Christians decide with determination to go to hell.  They simply drift and drift, until they drift over the precipice into a Christless eternity.  A lost man does not have to deliberately sink the ship, curse the captain, throw the compass away, or break the ship’s rudder, to go to hell.  All he has to do is — NOTHING!  All he has to do is drift.  There are many more people who neglect God’s salvation than there are who reject it.  

The procedure of the drifter is expressed in the words of Luke as he described the terrible storm at sea in the book of Acts.  In Acts 27:15, Luke said, “We turned the ship loose and let her drive.”  Many people do this carelessly and thoughtlessly every day of their lives.  Caught on the currents of time, and seeking to survive the cross-currents of life, they take the course of least resistance and just drift.  The Greek verb is the word used for a ship on a river being carried along past a given point, the point of safety.  The verb is in the passive voice, which means that other forces are acting on the ship, forces which a casual captain may not even be conscious of.  

There are powerful drifting influences all around us, always working on us, just like there are drifting influences always working on an unanchored boat.  The winds of life’s circumstances, the cross-currents that are within you, the tide of time, and the waves of temptation, seek to push the boat aimlessly.  Any wise student of life knows, however, that you cannot arrive at any worthwhile, desirable place by drifting.  

Drifting is a very deceptive exercise.  The influences that produce drifting are very subtle, silent and slow.  Drifting is very difficult to recognize and equally difficult to admit.  It occurs unconsciously, inconspicuously, slowly, silently, especially if you are far from the harbor.  There are few alarms which warn us of drifting.  We become like Samson, from whom the power of the Holy Spirit departed — and he did not even know it.  In Hebrews 3:13, the Bible says, “Exhort (this is the same root word which Jesus used to identify the Holy Spirit — “paraclete”; Christians are to practice a Holy Spirit lifestyle toward each other daily) one another daily , lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin.”  A person who drifts through life becomes hardened — through the deceitfulness of sin.
Many years ago, a Christian missionary from England was sailing on board the steamship Forest Castle from Liverpool, England, to the city of New York.  The ship was off the coast of Newfoundland when a white owl flew erratically through the air and fell exhausted on the deck.  The owl had made a desperate flight from an iceberg which was several miles from the ship.  Apparently the small iceberg had broken off from the ice-field to which it had been connected, and had drifted many miles out to sea.  Apparently the owl had remained on the iceberg, had become weaker and weaker from lack of food, and instinctively knew that to attempt a return flight to land was useless. The stretch of open sea was so threatening that the bird did not dare attempt to cross.  It had probably been waiting for many days for an opportunity to escape its plight.  Then one day, the steamship appeared on the horizon.  When the bird saw the ship, it lost its fear of man in its greater fear of death and made a desperate flight for life. Many people are in the same condition as that white owl.  They are drifting on an iceberg of selfishness and sin ever farther out from the coast of safety.  Some have been drifting a long time, and they are out of sight of the safe shore.  If they drift on there is no doubt about the end.  But at this very moment the ship of Christ’s Gospel of mercy and salvation rises on the horizon.  It is the chance of a lifetime.                            

Then, drifting is a very deadly exercise.  The text speaks of “neglecting” God’s great salvation.  The devil loves a human being whose life is marked by neglect of eternal matters.  Neglect of the things of God sets the soul to drifting, and every day it is carried unconsciously further and further from God, salvation, abundant life and heaven.  If you don’t settle the great questions of life positively and decisively, the currents of life will settle them for you -- but you may be sure that you will eternally regret the result.  If a boat is allowed to drift, it is only a matter of time until disaster will strike.  A drifting boat will either get lost, or run beyond its supplies, or get in a storm, or crash on the rocks.  I came across this powerful sentence in a book written by Henri Nouwen: “To let oneself drift along, passively accepting the tenets and values of society, is purely and simply a disaster” (italics mine).  Drifting will sooner or later prove to be deadly.    
Recently, I read the biography of a fine Christian.  At one point, the history of one of the Christian’s classmates in school was given.  This devastating line was recorded:  “He lived for many years, but only as a ship with no coal and no steam drifts to meet its last doom.”  “As a ship with no coal and no steam drifting to meet its doom” — what a vivid but tragic picture of the lives of multitudes.  When it is drifting, the human soul always tends to drift away from safety, never toward it.  Life’s ocean is full of currents.  Are you drifting?  You can easily tell.  The text says that you must “pay close attention” to all the dimensions of God’s great salvation, “lest you drift away from them.”  A navigator takes on-course observations and does on-course corrections on a regular basis.  Are you spiritually alert every day?  Do you take your bearings, give heed to the findings, and consult the Travel Manual to be sure you are on course?  Do you keep in “radio contact” with the harbor to which you are bound?  If you must say No to these questions, you are drifting — and no one ever arrives at a worthwhile destination by drifting.   Drifting is a deadly exercise.  
The truth suggested by the first text of this study is that of the danger of a drifting life.  Now we will turn to the other text (Heb. 6:18-20), which is also replete with ocean-going language.

   II.  THE DELIGHT OF A DIRECTED LIFE

Here we may detect the delight of a directed life.  In Hebrews 2:1, we see the tragedy of an aimless life; in Hebrews 6:18-20, we see the triumph of an anchored life.  Listen carefully to the words of the text.  It speaks of “we ... who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us: Which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast, and which entereth into that within the veil; Whither the forerunner is for us entered, even Jesus.”

Let me “squeeze the analogy” just a bit and try to identify all the parts.  The sea represents life itself.  We are all sailing on “the sea of life.”  The ship represents each human life, your life and mine.  The anchor represents our sure and certain hope of eternal life.  A ship has hold of its anchor, but the anchor also have hold of its ship.  The anchor cable represents faith.  The anchor cable has a two-fold attachment, one solidly fixed to the ship, the other as solidly fixed to the anchor point.  Even so, faith attaches the believer to the sure and certain hope of eternal life.  The winch that winds the anchor cable and allows the anchor to fasten to a fixed point is the grace of God.  The grace of God superintends the action in heaven and in the human heart by which the believer is saved.  The harbor, or “the Holy of Holies” of the text, is Heaven itself.  Jesus, our Forerunner, has already taken the anchor and the anchor rope and attached them securely in heaven.  The docking place in the harbor represents the Throne of God in Heaven.  The ship of our life is as good as docked at the throne of God because the anchor of a sure and certain hope is steadfastly fastened there.  And the “forerunner,” the “advance man in the small boat who comes to carry the anchor into the harbor, fasten it securely there, and guide the ship all the way to the dock,” represents Jesus Himself.  Television newscasts sometimes speak of “our man in Moscow,” or “our man in Bagdad.”  Well, Jesus is our Man in Heaven!  Little do we realize how much His Presence there means to us at this very moment.  

All of us daily sail on the sea of life.  That sea alternates between calm and restlessness, with many variations between the two extremes.  Life, like the sea, is uncertain, deceptive and dangerous.  Currents of wind and water cross each other in endless and unknown complications at sea, and so is life.  On this heaving sea, the frail boats of human lives are sailing every moment.  The strength of the boat is partially determined by natural constitution, by disciplined care, and by the storms through which it has passed.  The influences which push the boat vary from soft breezes to violent winds and storms.  The winds of human opinion, fear, doubt, unbelief, atheism, etc., etc., sway us here and there.  

Like a ship at sea, every human being needs an adequate anchor.  The anchor on board a ship must match the demands of the sea, as well as the size, weight, cargo and necessities of the particular ship.  The same is true of each human life.  The anchor must match the demands of life, and it must be adapted to the peculiarities and needs of the individual life.  

Several key symbols were commonly used in the early church to picture the many aspects of the Christian life.  The cross was such a symbol, and for obvious reasons.  The fish was a widely-used symbol, and still is, though many moderns do not know why.  The Greek word for “fish” is ichthus (pronounced “ik-thooce”), which word is formed by using the first letters of the five Greek words which mean, “Jesus Christ, God’s Son, is Saviour.”  So the simple figure of a fish is universally used as a confession of faith in Jesus.  One of these key symbols was an anchor.  This symbol was inscribed some 66 times in the Roman Catacombs by the early church as a solid Christian testimony that has  endured through the centuries.  In Hebrews six, the anchor refers to the believer’s hope in Christ.  It is as significant to note the contrasts between a ship’s anchor and the saint’s anchor as it is to see the comparisons.

      The Ship’s Anchor                                                The Saint’s Anchor

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

              Holds the ship still                       -------------              Moves the saint forward

              Is cast downward                         -------------              Is cast upward

              Temporarily reduces the 
       -------------             Makes the saint eternally useful

                performance of the ship

If an anchor is to be useful, it cannot remain in the hold of the ship.  The ship’s anchor must be flung away from the ship itself.  Even so, the believer’s faith is not to be vested in himself, but in The Solid Rock.  He must say with truth and conviction:

“My hope is built on nothing less, Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness,

              I dare not trust the sweetest frame, But wholly lean on Jesus’ Name 

  On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand, All other ground is sinking sand.”

The believer’s anchor does not rest in shifting sands where it can be easily dislodged by treacherous waves, for our confidence is not in our feelings which are effected by every wind of circumstance which blows.  No, our anchor is steadfastly fixed on the “Rock of Ages.”  It is moored on the only real immovable object there is: the throne of God Himself.  Thus, we are secure for time and eternity.  

Let me say a word of caution, for the sake of certainty.  Some people have a chain, a cable, but there is no anchor at the end of it.  They say, “I believe,” but their faith is in faith instead of in Christ.  But an anchor cable without an anchor attached to it may drag over a hundred massive rocks and not lay hold of a single one.  Faith has never saved a single soul; it is faith that is vested in Christ that saves.  On the other hand, other people have an anchor, but no cable.  They “hope” everything is okay, and they believe everything the Bible says about Jesus, but they have no personal attachment, no relationship with Him.   

Another word of caution for the saint when the storm strikes.  The storm may be the tossings of circumstance, of care, of conscience, or of condemnation.  Storms only increase the benefit of the anchor.  However, the ship that is secured by an anchor, although safe, is not at ease.  In fact, the ship that is held by an anchor is not only tossed like other ships, but it is also tossed more than other ships.  The ship that rides at anchor experiences rockings that ships which drift with the tide don’t know.  So souls that have no hold on Christ often ride softer at the moment on the surface of a heaving world than souls that are anchored on His power and love.  The drifting ship is smoother and more comfortable (at the moment!) than the anchored one; but when the heaviest storm strikes, the smoothness is over.  Remember, Christian, the heavier the storm, the deeper and firmer the anchor holds.  Today, a great tumult is engulfing everything, and it will cause a great commotion about you — but your anchor holds in the Haven of Rest!  The text uses two words to describe the security of the anchored life: it is “sure” and “steadfast,” “sure” as to its nature, and “steadfast” as to its hold.  Don’t be shaken by the fact that your anchor can’t be seen.  An anchor is only useful when it is out of sight.  When a man sees the anchor it is doing nothing!  Christian, your security is found in the fact that your anchor is far, far out of sight — “inside the veil, in Heaven itself.”  Your attachment is the God-wrought cable of faith, and you must remember that the cable is forged in the same fire, out of the same steel, as the anchor itself.  Our faith is of the same Divine character as the truth upon which it lays hold.  What a marvelous salvation we have in Christ!

Note that the text employs two different images to point out our security in Christ.  It speaks of an “anchor,” and it speaks of entering “inside the veil.”  One is a figure drawn from the life of a ship at sea; the other is drawn from the shrine, or Temple, where the Jews worshiped.  One is a nautical symbol, the other is a religious symbol.  We have explored the seafaring symbol; let us conclude our study by exploring the Temple symbol. 

The “veil” was the heavy curtain in the Jewish Temple which separated the Holy Place from the Holy of Holies where God dwelt.  As a picture, the “veil” is that which divides earth and heaven.  Our anchor, the text says, “enters into that which is within the veil, whither our Forerunner is for us entered, even Jesus.”  To combine the two images, the sea and the shrine, to enter inside the veil in the one illustration is the same as the ship secure in the harbor in the other. 

Note that the text tells us that Jesus our Forerunner has entered inside the veil for us.  What does this mean?  Again, the images move back and forth from the maritime to the religious.  The word translated “forerunner” is podromos, and it is a word with a history.  In early pioneer life, it described the scout who preceded the travelers into an unknown territory.  Scouts went ahead of the settlers to look for safe passes, watering holes, and dangerous situations.  As a military term, it applied to persons who worked their way through a mine field in a battle zone and then lead others through to safety.  But the term podromos, or “Forerunner,” was also a nautical term.  The picture is that of an ancient sailing vessel finding its way through the narrow entrance to a harbor.  This was one of the trickiest maneuvers the captain of a ship had to make.  As his ship moved through the opening, he had to guard against a sudden cross-wind blowing it onto a reef or a sandbar.  The skeleton of many a ship could be seen on the rocks, giving testimony to the captain’s failure.  To minimize the risk, the ship’s anchor would be lowered into a smaller boat, and into the care of a podromos, and he would row through the narrow entrance of the harbor, carrying the anchor with him. He would then  attach the anchor  to a huge rock there, thus enabling the larger ship to be safely pulled into the harbor.  When we put these ideas together as the text does, we see some great truths about our salvation in Christ.  

The Bible tells us that each of us, when without Christ, was dead in the water, hopelessly unable to maneuver ourselves into the harbor of heaven or anchor ourselves within the veil.  The powerful winds of sin were against us.  But Jesus Christ, the Son of God, our Forerunner, has torn apart the veil (Matthew 27:51) which separated us from God, has entered into Heaven and anchored us to the very Throne of God.  The very word Forerunner presupposes others to follow.  As our Forerunner, Jesus turns the winch of grace, winding up the anchor-cable of faith, and pulls us right into the very presence of God.  Every day He is drawing us ever nearer the Throne, and we have only to wait a little while and we shall be with Him where He is. 

I was preaching at a Bible Conference several years ago, and I heard an evangelist say in a sermon, “My days are winding down.”  Of course, I knew perfectly well what he meant, but he was technically inaccurate!  His days are not “winding down:” they are winding up — and in!

Remember the point we made earlier in this message.  You can’t see the anchor.  You can’t see inside the veil.  But, as a Christian, you have the witness of the Spirit in you, providing assurance that all of these things are true.

       “We have an anchor that keeps the soul, Steadfast and sure while the billows roll,

         Fastened to the Rock which cannot move, Grounded firm and deep in the Savior’s love.”

       “When darkness seems to hide His face, I rest in His unchanging grace.

                     In every high and stormy gale, My anchor holds within the veil.

         His oath, His covenant, His blood, Support me in the whelming flood;

                     When all around my soul gives way, He then is all my hope and stay.

         On Christ the Solid Rock I stand, All other ground is sinking sand.”

Is your life aimless or anchored?  Is it drifting or directed?  Will it end up on the rocks, or fastened to the Rock?

    An Addendum

I.  First, let me call your attention to the design (purpose) of the anchor of which our text speaks.  (A) The design of the anchor, of course, is to hold the vessel firmly to one place when winds and currents would otherwise, remove it.  God has given us certain truths, which are intended to hold our minds fast to truth, holiness, perseverance—in a word, to hold us to Himself.  (B) An anchor is also wanted to keep a vessel from discomfort, for even if it be not wrecked it would be a wretched thing to be driven hither and thither, to the north and then to the south, as winds may shift.  There are solid and sure truths infallibly certified to us, which operate powerfully upon the mind so as to prevent its being harassed and dismayed.  The text speaks of “strong consolation.”  Is not that a glorious term?  (C) An anchor is wanted, too, to preserve us from losing the headway which we have made.  Those who know anything experimentally about Divine things have cast their anchor down, and as they heard the chain running out, they joyfully said, “This I know, and have believed.  In this truth I stand fast and immovable.”
II.  Secondly, I invite you to consider the make-up  (production) of the anchor.  It is made of two Divine things.  The one is God’s promise, a sure and stable thing indeed.  To this sure word is added another Divine thing, namely, God’s oath.  Conceive the majesty, the awe, the certainty of this!  Here, then, are two Divine assurances, which, like the flukes of the anchor, hold us fast.  III.  And now, lastly, and best of all, the anchor’s unseen grip, “which entereth into that within the veil.”  Our anchor is like every other, when it is of any use it is out of sight.  (Charles Spurgeon)

I say to every believer in Jesus, that his condition is very like that of the man on board ship when the sea was rather rough.  He was not accustomed to being at sea.  He said to the captain, “Captain, we are in great danger, are we not?”  When the captain did not immediately answer, he urged, “Captain, don’t you see great fear?”  Then the old seaman replied gruffly, “Yes, I see plenty of fear, but not a bit of danger.”  It is often so with us.  When the winds are blowing furiously and the storms are raging, there may be plenty of fear, but there is no danger.  We may be much tossed abut, but we are quite safe, for we have an anchor of the soul both sure and steadfast, which will not be moved.  Like the boy with his kite; the kite is up in the clouds, where he cannot see it, but he knows it is there, for he feels it pull; so our good hope has gone up to heaven, and it is pulling and drawing us towards itself.  (Source undocumented) 
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