“JESUS—GOD’S LAST AND BEST WORD” 





(Hebrew 1:1-3)





“God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds; Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high.”    ****








The city of Paris, France, was surrounded by the Germans.  The French general Gallieni had a plan that could have saved Paris from the Germans, but as he tried to go to the chief commander, General Foch, he was stopped by a junior officer.  For security reasons, Gallieni was not wearing his general’s uniform but the shabby clothes of a poor private citizen.  He told the junior officer who he was, but the junior officer thought it was subterfuge and would not even listen to him.   Later, he mentioned the “incident” to General Foch.  When Foch heard Gallieni’s name and the details of the visit, he went into a rage.  “Why did you turn him away?”  The junior officer replied, “But who would take seriously a man dressed like that?”  Foch answered, “That man had a plan that could save the city of Paris and the lives of a million men!”





When the Son of God came to the world of men, He was every bit a King, the “commanding officer” of the universe.  He came with a plan to save men’s lives, but He came “in the shabby clothes of a poor private citizen.”  This has always been Heaven’s method of operation, but (as usual) men preferred  extravagant evidences and sensational signs, and so most men “turned Him away.”  He “told us Who He was,” but He “wasn’t dressed properly,” so most of us failed to see His true greatness.   He sought to build man’s anticipation by an assortment of advance notices.  Then He Himself appeared!  The Commanding Officer with a plan to save—You!  Will your personal history end with this question: “Why did you turn Him away?”





The text of this message could be regarded as a summary of the whole Bible.  Verse one summarizes the Old Testament, the first sentence in verse two summarizes the Gospels, and the remainder of verse three and all of verse four summarize the Epistles and the Book of Revelation.  





I.  THE PREPARATORY ANTICIPATION





�
Verse one could be called  preparatory anticipation.  It shows the preparation God made to build anticipation in man for the coming of Christ.   The Bible is clear that God posted many “advance notices” before He sent His Son. One of the stated purposes of the  Old Testament was to make  the necessary preparation for the coming of the Person who would be the full and final revelation of God.  The first part of our text says, “God . . . at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets.”  Here, the key word on God’s side is preparation.  The desired response from man was anticipation. Throughout the Old Testament, God was preparing His people for the coming of a Person.





In the Old Testament, “God spoke.”  The word “God” vouches for the authority and accuracy of the Old Testament, and the word, “spoke,” indicates His self-expression in the Old Testament.  The verb is a progressive past tense, which means, “God went on speaking in times past by the prophets.”  Note that then God spoke “through the prophets,” but finally, He spoke “in the Son.”  Since it was “through the prophets,” it was the Word become word; but since finally it was “in the Son,” it was “the Word become flesh.”  The prophets brought words—this Person was the Word!  They brought truths—He was the Truth.





Furthermore, according to the text, God  spoke “in many portions.”   We can explain this by reminding ourselves that the Old Testament has 39 books, or 39 “portions.”  And He spoke “in different ways,” the text says.  Sometimes He spoke by direct address, at other times by parable, and by symbol, vision, type, etc.  To Daniel, He spoke in a dream; to the children of Israel, on tables of stone; to Moses, in a burning bush; to Balaam, by a donkey (and he probably does that quite often today!); to Jeremiah, through a vessel of pottery; to Ezekiel, in visions; and to Elijah, in a “still small voice.”  





In the Old Testament, God’s revelation of Himself was partial and progressive.  “Line upon line, precept upon precept,” was His patient style of communication.  God was limited at any time by man’s ability to receive His revelation.  Just as a child in school first learns the alphabet, then words, then sentences, so God progressively unfolded Himself to His people in the Old Testament.  To Adam and Eve, He said that a male Champion would come who would crush the serpent’s head.  To Noah, He revealed which quarter of the human race would produce this Champion.  To Abraham, which nation.  To Jacob, which tribe in that nation.  To David and Isaiah, which family of that tribe.  To Micah, the place of His birth, announcing the town by name.  To Daniel, the exact time of His coming.  To Malachi, that He would have a forerunner to prepare the way for His approach.  To Isaiah, that He would be born of a virgin and would die on a Cross.  And to Jonah, God declared the exact time and nature of the resurrection.  This is progressive revelation, and by the time the Old Testament had been completed, it was possible to draw a reasonably full portrait of the coming Champion.





It is as if a man were walking across a flat plain late in the evening, with his back to the sun.  Suppose another person approaches him from some distance behind.  The shadow of the approaching stranger begins to form alongside the man.  First, there is the elongated shadow of a head, then the narrow shadow of shoulders, then the long shadow of the torso, then the extended shadow of the legs.  Now the shadow itself may be full of interest, and may actually suggest some features and characteristics of the person, but the identity of the approaching person remains largely obscure.  Finally the entire shadow has passed, and the traveler finds beside him a beloved companion. The mystery of the growing shadow is solved, and its promise has given way to perfect revelation and realization.  Question: Why would the traveler continue to merely study the shadow when he can examine the full features of the man himself?  





�
Good news!  After many shadows have revealed God’s approach throughout the Old Testament, at last (Galatians 4:4), The Man in whom God has fully and finally revealed Himself has come alongside.  The Apostle John said, “We have heard Him, we have seen Him with our eyes, and our hands have handled Him” (I John 1:1).  So His revelation of God was “hands-on” and close-up.  That revelation was audible, visual, and tangible—quite substantial!  But the preparation for that revelation was made progressively throughout the Old Testament.





II.  THE PERSONAL ARRIVAL 





Second, the text tells of the actual personal arrival of the One Who would be God’s last and best Word.  His appearance is recorded in the Gospels of the New Testament.  There, God  made the presentation of the Person at His coming.  “God . . . has spoken in these last days in His Son.”  The key words are presentation and arrival. God presented His Son, and He appeared among men. Because the remainder of the text defines and describes Him, I will pause here only briefly, just long enough to examine the key terms in this brief statement.





This presentation was made “in these last days.”  This could mean that Jesus came to finalize the revelation of God, and the New Testament marks the last days of Divine revelation.  Or it could mean that the Gospel age is to be recognized as “these last days,” however long that age may last.  Or it could mean that Jesus appeared as the culmination and climax of Messianic prophecy.  Each of these of true.  We cannot be dogmatic about the interpretation of the term because the Bible presents no clear interpretation.  Perhaps we are intended to accept all possibilities.  





“God has spoken,” and the tense of the verb here indicates completed action.  When God’s Book “went to press,” the necessary revelation was completed.  However, this must not be misunderstood.  It does not mean that God stopped speaking when His Book went to press.  Indeed, He speaks clearly, deeply, and richly today—but always and only on the basis of the finished revelation in Christ and the finished publication of the Bible.  Though the Bible must be translated again and again for each new generation, its meaning does not change.  And its truth is so rich and fathomless that no generation can exhaust its wealth.  The same is true also of the Person of Christ.  The Bible speaks of “the unsearchable riches of Christ” (Ephesians 3:8).  His Person is absolutely infinite and inexhaustible, and it is through Him that “God has spoken.”  Since God came in Person, His manner of speech is clear and plain.  God spoke our language when Jesus came.  But some of the things He said and did made Him a puzzle to those who heard and saw Him.  Communication is never an easy task, and how much more difficult when it is God speaking His message to man.





The day American astronauts first walked on the moon, the President of the United States held a press conference.  At that time, the President said, “The planting of human feet on the moon is the greatest moment in human history.”  Evangelist Billy Graham later replied, “With all due respect, the greatest moment in human history was not when man set foot on the moon, but when the infinite and eternal God set foot on the earth in Jesus of Nazareth.”  That was the day the Creator of history entered history in human form in the Person of His Son.





�
Author and humorist Mark Twain was born and raised in the Mississippi River town of Hannibal, Missouri.  In time, the city decided to erect a fitting monument for its best-known son.  The city leaders employed a famous sculptor to chisel the likeness of Mark Twain out of fine stone.  The sculptor worked in total secrecy, not allowing anyone to watch his work.  At night a guard was placed near the covered stone.  On the day of the unveiling celebrities gathered from all over the country, and from several foreign countries.  The curtain was drawn back and thousands of people saw Mark Twain, standing there with folded arms, looking out over the broad expanse of the mighty Mississippi.  He had been emerging from the stone for many weeks.  But on the day of the unveiling the people saw him in his complete likeness.  Even so, God had been slowly “emerging into visibility” for 4,000 years—by one intimation after another of His character.  But on the day of unveiling, the day of the presentation of His Son, the people could see Him in His complete likeness





Several years ago, an author named Edwin Abbott wrote an intriguing little book entitled Flatland: A Romance of Many Dimensions.  Abbott describes a quaint two-dimensional world, inhabited by squares, triangles, circles, pentagons, etc.  Within their two dimensions, these natives of Flatland live in an otherwise quite normal existence, with homes, jobs, and all the activities and detail of our own lives. 





But in the middle of the book, a very unnerving experience occurs to the narrator and main character, A. Square.  He is visited by a stranger from a place called Spaceland.  The stranger claims that he is a Sphere, but this is a meaningless term to A. Square and the other residents of Flatland.  However, as the stranger intersects Flatland and interacts with A. Square, he appears to A. Square to be a circle.  A. Square knows that there is something quite unusual about him (although he has the voice of a mere circle) because the Sphere first appears to A. Square to be a small dot, and then grows into a circle of a larger and larger diameter.





The conversation between A. Square and the Sphere is classic.  The Sphere does his best to describe to A. Square where he is from, but finds himself constantly resorting to words like “up” and “down,” “above” and the like, words that have no meaning for A. Square.  Interrupted by long sighs, the conversation deteriorates with the exasperation of the Sphere and the impatience of A. Square.  As a matter of fact, it seems to be coming to a total impasse, when the Sphere finally realizes he will have to resort to deeds if he is to be successful in communicating to A. Square about Spaceland.  He takes A. Square right out of his plane of existence into Spaceland with him.  Only then does A. Square comprehend what the Sphere was trying to communicate.  For the first time, A. Square gazes at the Sphere and sees that he is much more than a circle.  He marvels at the beauty and symmetry of the Sphere, finally realizing that it was the Sphere’s intersection with Flatland that caused him to appear as a circle, even though he was much more than that all along.  





The power of this enjoyable little book is simply its demonstration of A. Square’s plight.  He was confronted with a presentation—a presence—that his world, the world he felt and saw and learned of all of his life , had no dimension to accommodate.  With no previous experience of the third dimension, how could A. Square help but be mystified by one who claims sphericity?





�
It is only a short step from mystification to prejudice, and from prejudice to hatred, and from hatred to violence.  It has become common practice among human beings to banish—yes, even to kill —what we cannot understand. 





Surely little explanation is necessary to see the Gospel in this peculiar parable (or allegory).  Man lives in a world which is limited to natural dimensions, as he sees it.  And his world can be quite  flat, except for the artificial excitement which his creativity can produce for his entertainment. However, a quite unnerving Visitor has come to man’s little world in the middle of his history.  This strange Visitor makes outrageous claims for Himself, claims which limited man simply cannot grasp without help.  He announces that He is God, and those who know Him best concur with this announcement.  Furthermore, He lives and acts in a manner consistent with His claim.  The inhabitants of the earth know that there is something very peculiar about Him, and they make varying adjustments to His Presence and His claims.  Finally, the Stranger employs a procedure that lifts the man who believes in Him into His own world and His own Life.  Only when he enters the Visitor’s Very Life does man comprehend what the Visitor is communicating.  For the first time, man gazes at the Visitor and realizes that He is far more than man—He is also God.  Man marvels at the “beauty and symmetry” of the Visitor, finally realizing that the Visitor had to enter our world as man, even though He was much more than that all along.  The announcement of our text is that through this Presence God has presented Himself to men. 





Let me repeat it.  This final revelation of God is in a Person.  “God has spoken in these last days in His Son.”  Matthew, Mark, Luke, John and Acts tell His story, and Romans through Revelation reveal His glory.  Because this glory is summarized in the last seven sentences of our text, we will move to our final point.





III.  THE PROPER ASSESSMENT





Our text is concluded by seven short summary sentences.  These sentences comprise a summary of the full truth about Jesus.  They could also be viewed as a summary of the Epistles of the New Testament, which show His glory.  Here, the proper assessment and full acknowledgment are made of His pre-eminence.  Listen to the seven sentences.  “God has appointed His Son to be the heir of all things.”  “It was by His Son that God made the worlds.”  “His Son is the brightness of God’s glory.”  “His Son is the exact impress of His character.”  “His Son upholds all things by the word of His power.”  His Son by Himself purged our sins.”  Then, “His Son sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high.”  What a limitless lineup of truths about Jesus!





�
These seven sentences can be divided in several ways.  First, some of these things deal with facts that are completed and past, while others deal with actions that are continuing.  Take a moment and divide them this way.  Second, some of these things show the closeness of Christ to God, while others show the contact Christ has with the world.  Take a moment and divide them this way.  Third, some of these facts show the activity of Christ during His earthly life, while others took place outside His earthly life.  Take a moment and divide them this way.  However, these seven sentences can be made to most easily fall into two very obvious divisions.  One division concerns who He is, the other concerns what He has done.  We will examine them under these divisions.





           1.  Jesus is pre-eminent because of WHO HE IS





First, Jesus is pre-eminent because of Who He is, that is, because of His Person. Three of these incredible sentences point out Who He is.





First, God has appointed His Son to be the heir of all things.  In a parable which was clearly autobiographical, Jesus told of a Father who had a beloved son.  In the course of the parable, even the father’s enemies admit about the son that “this is the heir” (Mark 12:1-9, especially verse 7).  Throughout the book of Hebrews, Jesus is continually identified as the Son of God.  If He is the Son of God, then He is the Heir of all things the Father possesses.  Colossians 1:16 echoes this truth when it says, “All things were made by Him and for Him.”  One translation says, “All things were created . . . toward Him.”  Everything in the universe has its purpose and destiny in the Person Who is God’s Son and Heir, Jesus Christ.  And Romans 11:36 ads, “For of Him, and through Him, and to Him are all things: to whom be glory forever.”   Everything that is will have its culmination and climax in Jesus Christ.  Puritan John Trapp indicated the meaning of this for a Christian when he quaintly said, “Be married to this heir, and you will own all things.”  This is simply an echo of the great position and privilege of Christians (see Romans 7:1-5 and Romans 8:14-16).





Second, Jesus His Son is the brightness of God’s glory.  The word “brightness” means “radiance” or “outshining” or “effulgence.”  The word indicates not a reflection but an outshining of resplendent light.  Here, it indicates a shining forth to the world of the very character, attributes, and essence of God in Jesus Christ.  “The Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory,” John said (John 1:14).





It is evident that there are two kinds of brightness.  One is reflected, the other is inherent.  Reflected brightness comes from another source, like the moon.  Inherent brightness comes from within, from itself (like the sun), and it shines inside out.  Jesus is God’s inherent glory because He is God. The Old Testament prophet was like the moon, but Jesus was like the sun.  Moses, representing the height of Old Testament revelation, put a veil over his face because the glory of the Old Testament was a passing glory, but Jesus has a permanent glory.  





Just as the Shekinah (“Presence”) cloud of the Old Testament shone as a manifestation of the invisible God, Jesus was the brightness of God’s own nature shining (though usually veiled)  in human flesh.  As the brightness of the sunshine is of the same nature as the sun, Jesus is of the same nature as God.  As the radiance of the sunshine is as old as the sun, Jesus is as old as His Father.  Just as the sun was never without its brightness, so God was never without His Son.  Yet the brightness of the sun is not the sun, and Jesus is not the Father, though both are God.  I repeat: the sentences of this text are incredible!      





�
Third, Jesus His Son is the express image of God’s Person.  In the original language, this is a powerful sentence.  It literally says, “He is the representation (Greek, charakter; English, character) of the substance of Him.”  Consider these words with great care.  It would be helpful to remember what the word “character” means to us today.  One author who wrote years ago said, “By character is meant that temper, taste, disposition, and whole frame of mind, which cause us to act in one way rather than in another way.  Those principles from which a person acts, when they become fixed and habitual in him, we call his character.”  So Jesus is the representation of God’s very “temper, tastes, disposition, and whole frame of mind.”  God’s “character” is just His Divine nature.  It is His love, His joy, His peace, His long-suffering, His gentleness, His goodness, His holiness, His justice, etc.  You see, the Law of Moses was the transcript of God’s character, but Jesus Christ was the human embodiment, the human personification, of God’s character.





In New Testament days, the word “charakter” had another shade of meaning.  The word meant an “exact impress.”  We approximate this meaning today when we speak as letters or figures as “characters.”  The picture is that of a seal put into a soft and receptive substance, such as wax, and when the seal is removed, the wax retains the exact replication or reproduction of the seal.  “Charakter” was the mark left by a die or a stamp, as on an engraving.  So the text daringly says that Jesus Christ is the personal imprint, the exact replication, of God in time and space.  Essentially the same idea is expressed in Colossians 1:15, but a different word is used.  There, Jesus is the “eikon” of God, the “image” of God.  The word means an exact copy, or a portrait.   





It has been my privilege on two occasions to visit the home of Will Rogers in northeastern Oklahoma.  In one of the rooms of the old house is a small museum of newspaper articles about the life and career of the cowboy humorist, statesman and actor.  When Will Rogers died, Hollywood decided to make a movie of his fascinating life.  However, they could not find a satisfactory actor who looked and acted like him.  They finally chose his son, Will Roger, Jr.  One old newspaper article said, “After all, who could better play the role of the father than the son?”  Indeed, who could better display the character of the Father than the Son?





�
J. B. Phillips beautifully said, “Jesus is God in focus.”  The very lines of Deity have been reproduced in Jesus’ humanity, so to find out what God is like, we need only look at Jesus.  E. Stanley Jones said, “If God is not like Jesus, then He is not as good as He could be.”  But that is the whole point—God has always been, is now, and always will be exactly like Jesus.  It is not possible for me to emphasize this strongly enough.  You see, the sceptic’s question has subtly shifted in our day.  The question once was, “Is Jesus really God?  Is Jesus really like God?” and the inferred answer of scepticism always was, “No.”  But today, the question is, “Is God like Jesus?”  The answer of Truth is, “YES!  GOD IS EXACTLY LIKE JESUS!”  So God is good and trustworthy, like Jesus.  If you want to be accurate, when you say God, think Jesus.  The character of God came out in everything Jesus did and said, and in everything He did not do and did not say.  God’s character was so clearly cut in Him that it could not be hid.  This is crucial, because it is God’s design in saving a person to implant the very character of Christ in Him and spend the rest of the believer’s life developing and emerging that character through Him.  So the two things that most concern every man are, Does Jesus Christ bear the very character of God, and, Is Jesus Christ in me, developing His own character there?  Vast destinies are at stake in the answer we give to these questions.





These, then, are the three summary sentences that have to do with who Jesus is, and they show the pre-eminence of His Person.  We turn now to the other four sentences.





   2.  Jesus is pre-eminent because of WHAT HE HAS DONE 





Second, Jesus is pre-eminent because of what He has done, that is, because of His performance.  Four of these remarkable sentences point out what He has done.  





First, by Him God made the worlds.  Jesus was the Father’s Agent in creating the world.  So the Babe of Bethlehem is the Mighty God of Genesis one!  The word translated “worlds” in our text is actually bigger even than that.  It is not the usual word, “cosmos,” but the special word, “aionas.”  This word refers to more than the physical universe.  It is the usual word for the “ages.”  So Jesus created the whole universe of time and space.  He created all concepts and bounds of existence.  He created all time, space, force, action, and matter.  John said it negatively, “Without Him was not anything made that was made” (John 1:3).  This staggering statement has two major implications.





One implication of Jesus’ creation of all space-time realities is that He Himself existed before them. He was “before all worlds.”  If He created everything that was created, His existence must have preceded that of the universe which He called into being.  And He pre-existed all created things as the Son of God!  





The second implication of Jesus’ creation of all space-time realities is that He Himself (Jesus) must be God.  Only God can create!  You can’t create.  One bold wag said with candor and caution, “If you could create, you’d be married to a different woman—well, at least a little different!”  I admire his boldness, but I seriously question his wisdom!  No matter.  We can easily see that the prerogative to create belongs to God and to God alone, and the fact that Jesus created the worlds means that He is God.  This establishes His absolute ability, and His absolute authority over everything. 





Second, He upholds all things by the word of His power.  Have you ever wondered what keeps this world going?  Why doesn’t it slow down and stop?  Why doesn’t it fly apart, or fall apart?  This text answers these questions.  While naturalism may answer, Natural law sustains it, the Christian says that it is the Law-giver Who maintains it.  Not the law of gravity, but a loving God.  Jesus has been aptly called “the Glue of the Galaxies,” but He is much more than that.  The word “upholding” means “bringing” or “carrying,” and it suggests movement toward a specific goal.  Tennyson was right; there is a “far-off, Divine event toward which all creation moves.”  Indeed, Jesus is carrying it there! So Jesus is not passively sustaining the universe like a cosmic Atlas simply carrying the dead weight of the world.  No, He is actively moving it toward His chosen goal.  





�
So Jesus is not only responsible for the making of the universe, He is also responsible for the maintaining and the moving of the universe.  The verb, “upholding,” is in the present tense, which means continuing action.  Jesus Christ is at this precise moment “supporting, maintaining, sustaining” the universe.  It is impossible for us law-bound people to imagine what would happen if He abandoned His sustaining power for even a second.  In our text, Jesus is the principle of continuation for the universe, and according to Colossians 1:17, Jesus is the principle of cohesion for the universe (“by Him all things cohere or hold together”).  It is His sustaining control that prevents chaos and promotes cosmos in this vast universe. 





We must not fail to see the specified means by which Jesus maintains the universe.  He does it “by the word of His power.”  Did the writer of the book of Hebrews have his tongue in his cheek when he wrote this?  A lone man out of a Galilean village—a peasant Nazarene carpenter— sustaining the entire universe by His word of power?  No wonder this seems preposterous to the person who doesn’t know This Man!  Why, the followers of Jesus in His day had seen Him sustaining everything around by His word of power, so they had gotten to be quite at home with the idea.





Over and over, they had seen Jesus heal sick people, and His only medicine was His word.  They had seen Him cast out devils—and He did it with only a word.  He lifted inner guilt from sinful souls—and He did it with only a word: “Thy sins are forgiven thee.”  He stilled the tempest of a raging sea—and He did it with only a word: “Peace, be still.”  He raised the dead—and He did it with only a word: “Lazarus, come forth;” “Maiden, arise.”  He purged the temple and drove vested interest from their places of power—and He did it with a word: “Take these things hence.”  He opened the gates of Paradise to a dying thief—and He did it with only a word: “Today thou shalt be with Me in Paradise.”





Jesus changed men’s ideas of God, of man, of woman, of prayer, of eating, of paradise, of love, of worship, of human relationships, of forgiveness, of the meaning of life, death, and eternity -- He changed everything—and He did it with the word of His power!  Because of this truth, we can know that our world and our lives are being moved by Jesus Himself towards the fulfilment of God’s great plan.





Third, Jesus by Himself purged our sins.  Suddenly, a breath-taking consolidation occurs in this succession of sentences.  In a single sentence, with only a comma between the phrases, the writer takes us from creation to Calvary.  He takes us from a continuing process that is as broad as the universe, to a crucial crisis that is as big as eternity!  He moves from Jesus carrying the universe  to Jesus cleansing our sins!  And we must not be confused as to which of these is the greater work.  He created and sustains the universe with a breath, but He cleanses our sins with His blood.  “If we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ, His Son, goes on cleansing us from all sin” (I John 1:7).  





�
In commenting on this text, one writer said, “We have just been all over the universe with the cosmic Son of God, and suddenly we are introduced to the fact that He paid for our sins with His own blood.”  Check the Book of Revelation and you will see that the centerpiece of Heaven will not be His inheritance of all things (as important as that is); it will not be His personal dignity (as important as that is); it will not be His creation of all space-time realities (as important as that is); it will not be His maintenance of the universe (as important as that is); it will be that He occupies the throne of the universe as a slain Lamb (Revelation 5:6)!  This allows us to know that the greatest problem of the universe is the problems of our sins, and the greatest provision in the universe is the cleansing of our sins, which is necessary for us to have eternal life.





The word that is used for the disposal of our sins is the word, “purge.”  Such words as “purgate” and “purgatory” come from this word.  Yes, there is a purgatory, but it was in time and history, not in the afterlife!  God’s only purgatory is the Cross of Calvary, where His glorious Son let the blood that forever washes our sins away.  





Remember that these words are recorded in the book of Hebrews.  These words were written to Jews!  The Bible simply echoed cultural reality when it said that the preaching of Christ crucified was a stumbling-block (literally, a “scandal”) to the Jews (I Corinthians 1:23).  But the writer does not apologize for the Cross, nor is he timid in speaking of it.  Over and over in this book he testifies of its crucial importance, and here he makes it one of the celebrated excellent glories of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  





Since the Cross of Christ is such a vital necessity, what are the necessities of the Cross itself?  Here are the necessary parts: 





A.	A human being.  Since by man sin entered the world, by man must salvation 			come.





            B. 	Who was Himself sinless.  If He had been a sinner, He would have had to die for 			His own sins, and could have died only for his own sins. 





C  	And yet He was Himself totally and perfectly identified with sin.  In the most 			mysterious sentence ever written, the Bible says that “He became sin for us” (II 			Corinthians 5:21). 





D. 	He suffered qualitatively for sin (infinite suffering in a finite time), which means 			that He was separated from God in this suffering.  In the pathos of an awful 			dereliction, He cried from the Cross, “My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken 			Me?” 





E. 	This suffering must be just, totally and unconditionally just—and it was.  So a 			saved person gets to heaven, not merely on the basis of mercy and grace, but also 			on the basis of strict and rigid justice!  





            F. 	But it was only just because it was the suffering we deserved, which it was. 





            G.	If it was what we deserved, then we must be lost and separated from God in 		ourselves, which we are. 





�
          	H.	The just payment made by the Sinless One for our sins was full, final, and forever                         (Hebrews 10:10-14).  It cannot be repealed, and it need not be repeated.  





 	I.  	His Death removes the disqualification of our sins, and His resurrection supplies 	to us the qualification of His Life.  By His Death, He took away our sins (John 	1:29), and because of His resurrection, He is our Life (Romans 5:10).   





Do you see why the text says that Jesus accomplished this “by Himself?”  No one else could have done it, or would have done it, but He did!  So we have a one-Man, one-time, one-act, one-at-a-time, salvation. He by Himself purged our sins.  Hallelujah, Hallelujah!





Finally, when He had purged our sins, the Son sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high.  When we began to look at this list of seven facts about Jesus, I said that they are summary sentences.  Here is an example of my meaning.  This sentence is a short summary of vast graces, vast activities, vast ministries, and the sentence itself has vast meaning. 





When Jesus had completed His works of revelation and redemption, He “sat down.”  How revolutionary, and especially in a book that highlights His Priesthood.  The priests of the old covenant never sat down.  The old Testament tabernacle, the first worship-center the Jews had as a nation, was marked by some conspicuous “absences,” or vacancies.  





There was no floor in the tabernacle.  According to the book of Hebrews, every single feature of that tabernacle pointed to Jesus in a preparatory way (remember the first sentence of our text— “God spoke in the old economy in many ways,” preparing men’s minds for the coming of Jesus).  The fact that there was no floor indicates that, when Jesus came down, He came all the way down.  





Then there was no window in the tabernacle.  You see, the light of nature could not (and cannot) disclose the things of God to the hearts of men (neither mere nature nor mere human nature can do that).  A miracle of Divine disclosure, of Divine revelation, of Divine illumination, was necessary.  The place where God dwelt (the Holy of Holies) was illuminated by the Shekinah (“Presence”) cloud, representing God’s own Light.  You see, only God can reveal God.





Then, very significantly, there was no chair in the tabernacle.  The Old Testament priest was never permitted to sit down while on duty.  The reason was simple.  His work was never done.  “Every priest stands daily ministering and offering oftentimes the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins” (Hebrews 10:11).  This is the perfect summary of the entire Old Testament system.  However, in the same context, the Christian victory is placed in stark contrast to that system.  “But this Man, Jesus, after He had offered one sacrifice for sins forever, sat down on the right hand of God” (Hebrews 10:12).  “By one offering He has perfected forever those that are set apart unto God” (Hebrews 10:14).  





�
“Jesus sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high.”  In the Bible, the right hand is the position of exaltation and authority.  “At the right hand” is the place of special favor, as well as the place of sovereign rule.  Even in our society today, we often speak of someone’s “right-hand man.”  Jesus is seated at God’s right hand because His work of redemption is finished.  However, Jesus is seated at God’s right hand for a second reason.  We may speak of “the finished work of Christ,” but we should also speak of “the unfinished work of Christ.”  Jesus is doing a vital and indispensable work in heaven at this moment for all believers.  He is relationally interceding before God for us.  Just as He sustains creation throughout this age, He is maintaining, sustaining, preserving, and continuing my salvation throughout this age!  “Christ is able to save unto the uttermost all those who come unto God by Him, seeing He ever lives to make intercession for them” (Hebrews 7:25).  And His unfinished work in this age is as vital to my salvation as His finished work at Calvary.  Without both of these works, each of them would be rendered worthless.  But with both of them, I am perfectly saved forever.  Think of this, and then love and adore Jesus just a little bit more.  The cosmic Christ of these seven sentences is in Heaven right now with my welfare on His mind and heart.  





“There for me in Heaven He stands, Spreads His wounds and shows His hands;


              Five sets of bleeding wounds He bears, Received on Calvary;


              They pour effectual prayers, They strongly plead for me;


             ‘Forgive!  Oh, forgive!’ they cry, And let not that ransomed sinner die.”





Our quick trip through these stupendous sentences is almost completed.  You cannot imagine how many times my heart has shouted within in celebration that this Cosmic Christ is a Friend of mine.  Yes, the Son Who has been Appointed the Heir of All Things, the Son Who is the Brightness of the Father’s Glory, the Son Who is the Express Image of God’s Person, the Son Who Created the Worlds, the Son Who Upholds All Things by the Word of His Power, the Son Who By Himself Purged My Sins, the Son Who Sat Down on the Right Hand of the Majesty on High—that Son, Jesus —is a close, stay-within, Friend of mine!





Take a breath and get your bearings.  We have been talking about the Bethlehem Baby, confined in swaddling clothes and resting in a feed bin in a cow barn, and we have seen that that Baby is the Great God of the universe.  It just goes to show you that you can’t tell where a person will end up by where he or she began! 





The husband, named Harry, had to take his wife, Ada Mae, 200 miles to get to a hospital for the delivery of their baby girl, Sandra.  When they brought Sandra home, it was to their ranch on the Arizona/New Mexico border, where life was not easy.  Their little adobe home had no electricity or running water.  There was no school within driving distance.  With such limited resources, anyone would have thought that Sandra’s future was not bright.





When Sandra was four, her mother began her education at home.  She looked on it as a never-ending job, reading to Sandra hour after hour.  Later, Sandra was sent to the best boarding schools that the family could afford because they wanted her to go on to college.  Her father, Harry, had been frustrated in his ambition to attend Stanford University.  His father had died just before he was to enter Stanford, and he had been forced to take over the ranch.





�
But Sandra did go to Stanford, and then on to law school.  Most of us know her today as Sandra Day O’Connor—the first woman Supreme Court justice in the history of the United States.  You can’t judge a person by his or her beginnings.      





When Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, it was not evident to everybody that He was Heaven’s Royalty wrapped in human flesh.  And yet He was “very God of very God,” King of all kings and Lord of all lords.  Today, He is seated at the right hand of God, waiting and expecting . . . (Hebrews 10:13).  One day, every knee shall bow to Him, and every tongue will confess that He is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.





Pretty good, wouldn’t you say, for someone who was born in a barn?









































AN ADDENDUM





****	One of the famous “Aesop’s Fables” is a story called “The Dog and the Shadow.”  In the story, a dog was carrying a piece of meat home in his mouth to be able to eat it in peace.  On his way home, the dog crossed a plank across a running brook.  As the dog balanced himself on the plank, meat in mouth, he looked down and saw his own shadow and reflection in the water.  Thinking it was another dog with another piece of meat, he made up his mind to have that, also.  He opened his mouth and snapped at the shadow in the water—and lost the meat he had in his mouth.  The story closes with this lesson: “Beware lest you lose the substance by grasping at the shadow.”





“Beware lest you lose the substance by grasping at the shadow.”  There is not a living person who does not to heed this warning.  The shadows of life daily draw our attention from the true substance.  Petty distractions prevent our enjoyment of the only Perfect Delight.  The book of Hebrews draws a marked contrast between shadow and substance, and urges us to delight in the substance (Jesus) lest we be deceived by the shadows (anything else).





The usual order of words in a simple declarative sentence is: subject, verb, and object.  Many times these “core” parts of speech are lost to a reader (and even to a student) in an extended sentence involving many modifying clauses.  For example, if you examine the complex sentence of the text, you will recognize a few “core” words with a very complex statement built around them.  I will attempt to show you this by isolating the core words.





	GOD;					having of old time spoken


            	unto the fathers


                                                          		by the prophets


                                                          		by various portions and in many manners,





	HAS                                                  	at the end of these days





	SPOKEN                                          	unto us 





	IN HIS SON                                     	whom He appointed heir of all things,


                                                          		through whom also He made the worlds;





	WHO                                                	being the radiance of His glory,


                                                          		and the exact representation of His image,


	and upholding all things by the word of His 


	when He had made purification of sins,





	SAT DOWN                                     	on the right hand of the Majesty on high;


                                                          		having become, by so much, better than


the angels, as He has inherited a more 


excellent Name than they.”





�
It is evident that the core words form a basic idea, “God hath spoken in a Son who sat down,” and that this is the principal truth that the author intends to convey.  But let’s make an even closer analysis of the structure of the first four verses of the book.  We can see the following comparison, remembering the comparison between the old covenant and the new, or shadow and substance.





GOD





                        having spoken                                                	has spoken


                        in time past                                                    	in these last days


                        unto the fathers				unto us





                        by the prophets                                              	in His Son





                        by various portions and in many ways            who sat down


                 


�


                        Progressive Revelation                                	Perfect Revelation


                        Continuous Revelation			Completed Revelation


		Fragmentary Revelation                            	Full, final Revelation


                        Pictures, precepts and promises                  Personality





So the foundational fact of the completed revelation of God is that “God . . . has spoken . . . in His Son . . . Who . . . sat down.”  There are two foundational assumptions in this sentence.  First, there is the assumption that God exists.  And second, there is the assumption that the God who exists also expresses Himself.  “God has spoken.”  Francis Schaeffer said, “God is there, and He is not silent.”  An old Puritan preacher used to say that there are just two things he desired to know: One, does God speak?  Two, what does God say?  This opening paragraph of the book of Hebrews answers both questions, at least in germ form.  As noted above, the “speech” of God sounds through a Person, the Lord Jesus Christ.  And all of God’s speech has to do with that Person.  
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