God’s Promise of Provision for the Giving Christian

Philippians 4:19 
“GOD’S PROMISE OF PROVISION FOR THE GIVING CHRISTIAN”
(Philippians 4:19)

“But my God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.” 


The circumstances which occasioned these words were touchingly human.  The Apostle Paul was imprisoned and impoverished because of his missionary ministry and message.  However, he had received an encouraging love-gift from the little church at Philippi far away.  His heart overflowed with appreciation, and he wrote to acknowledge their kindness and thank them for it.  When he records this verse, he rises above the circumstance and expresses a God-given pledge to all Christians of the Divine sufficiency to meet any need which we may have.  So this is not merely a promise to the Philippian Christians; it is a promise to you and me as well.


The study Bible of evangelist Dwight L. Moody had a notation beside this verse.  It read: 

“The Christian’s Bank Note.  





President of the Bank — ‘my God’





Promise to pay — ‘shall supply’ 





The amount — ‘all your need’ 





The capital of the Bank — ‘according to His riches in glory’ 





The Cashier’s name — ‘Christ Jesus’”  

Here is God’s great promise of provision to the giving Christian.

I.  THE SOURCE


First, Paul identifies the source of our provision.  “My God shall supply all your need,” he says.  Seven times in his letter to the Philippians, Paul uses the pronoun, “my.”  He writes of “my grace” (1:7), “my hope” (1:20), “my joy” (2:2 and 4:1), “my Lord” (3:8), and “my God” (1:3 and 4:19).  It is an extraordinary sort of prisoner who speaks of “my grace,” “my hope,” and “my joy” from a prison cell!  In our text, he speaks confidently, affectionately and possessively of “my God.”


Now, this term may be used in a blasphemous manner.  It is often used today, in public and in private (it has become a commonplace on television), as a mild exclamation and as a blasphemous oath.  In fact, almost every use of it by many people is nothing but a blasphemous oath.  When God said, “Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain,” He was speaking of the very usage for which many people employ His name today.  If men were wise, they would be conscientious to not use God’s name in such a manner, because “He will not hold him guiltless who takes His name lightly.”  The Bible is surely expressing a dire reality when it says that “it is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.”  


But happily, this term, “my God,” may also be used beautifully and believingly.  Who is this God whom Paul calls “my God”?  He is the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, and He is our God through faith in Christ.  We are His — by creation, by election, by redemption, and by donation.  But it is just as wonderful to know that He is ours.  Indeed, He is mine!  And the One who is mine has promised to provide for me.  But the promise is only made to those who can truly say, “He is my God.”  If He yours through faith in Jesus Christ?  “My God” is the source of my provision.  

II.  THE SURETY


Second, we see the surety of our supply in the words, “My God shall supply all your needs.”  Consider the definiteness of the promise.  The word “shall” is too definite for us to ever be let down.  Note, too, the dimensions of our supply.  The word “supply” means to “fulfill,” or to “fill full.”  This is the same word that is used in verse 18, where Paul said, “I am full.”  So our need is like a giant empty vessel, and God’s supply fills it to the brim.  What a promise!  And God watches over His Word to fulfill it, however he may choose to do so.


A dear old Scottish Christian lady lived all alone, and she lived at a very poor level of existence.  On one occasion, she had spent her last penny and was just finishing her last loaf of bread.  As she had often done, she got down on her knees and asked God to give her that day her daily bread (Matthew 6:11).  Because it was a hot summer day, the windows of her house were open.  A gang of godless ruffians were passing by.  They paused at her window, and sneeringly listened to her prayer.  They decided to have some unbelieving fun at the expense of this simple believing woman.  They bought a loaf of bread, and when she prayed again, they dropped it on the floor just inside her window.  She looked up from her prayer, saw the bread, and immediately began to profusely thank God for it.  The boys then disclosed themselves, laughing cynically as they told her of their prank.  “You see, God didn’t hear your prayer.  We brought you the bread, not God!”  She smiled gently and answered, “No, laddies, ye are mistaken.  It was the Lord who sent the bread — even if he used some of the devil’s boys to deliver the package!”  The promise is absolutely certain, no matter how God fulfills it.

III.  THE SUFFICIENCY

Third, Paul points out the sufficiency of God’s provision.  “My God shall supply all your need,” he wrote.  Give special attention to the inclusive word, “all.”  It is not some of your need, or much of your need, or merely most of your need that God will supply, but all of your need.  So this is a great promise of abundant provision.  


The presence of need in our lives is obvious, isn’t it?  Each of us is full of needs.  We have needs of body, needs of mind, needs of heart, and needs of spirit.  Our human nature is one great bundle of needs, always crying aloud for satisfaction.  When considering such a promise, it is necessary to distinguish carefully between our needs and our greeds, between our necessities and our desires.  On one occasion, Paul prayed for a certain “thorn in the flesh” to be removed from his life (II Cor. 12:1-10). But, though Paul requested removal, he actually received reinforcement.  Paul understood his need to be removal of the grievance, but God understood his need to be the reinforcement of grace.  An old television program was named, Father Knows Best, but that is not always true of any human father.  However, it is perfectly true of our Heavenly Father, and He always meets our needs according to His understanding of them.

Though the presence of need is obvious, the purpose of need is often obscure.  Need is your dearest friend — if it brings you to God.  You see, God gives us needs that He might give us Himself.


The provision of our needs is overwhelming.  “All our needs” will be met!  Our needs are as varying as our personalities, as different as our circumstances, as distinctive as our temptations — but they will be met!  There is a very interesting Greek word that is used twice in Peter’s first letter, and it is surely no coincidence that the word is used in two texts which reveal a matching resource for each of our needs.  It is translated “manifold” in our Bibles.  In I Peter 1:6, the Holy Spirit refers to “manifold temptations,” testings, or trials.  Then in I Peter 4:10, He refers to “manifold grace.” The word actually means “many-colored,” referring both to the different human conditions it meets, and to the different contributions that God makes to meet those conditions.  


This exercise will help us to understand the meaning.  Let your left hand represent these trials, testings, and temptations — all the needs of your life.  The thumb and each finger are all distinct and different, standing for your different needs.  Then let your right hand represent the Divine resources which match each of those needs.  Note that the digits on each hand coincide and correspond to those on the other.  So God’s resources correspond to, and cover, our requirements.  Surely God’s supply is given to meet our needs, but it is probably truer to say that our needs are Divinely given to arouse our dependence upon God for His supply.

IV.  THE STANDARD


Fourth, our verse points out the standard of God’s provision.  “My God shall supply all our needs according to His riches in glory,” Paul said.  Practically, this means that it is not possible for us to have a need that is too great for God to supply.


A cursory reading of Paul’s letters will reveal how fond he was of the word “riches.”  In Romans 2:4, he spoke of “the riches of God’s goodness.”  In Roman 11:33, he wrote of “the riches of His wisdom.”  In Ephesians 1:7, he mentioned “the riches of His grace.”  Ephesians 1:18 refers to “the riches of His glory.”  When the prodigal son had descended to the depths of degradation and deprivation “in the far country,” his redemption began when he remembered that there was “enough and to spare” in his father’s house.  The word “enough” reveals how much is laid up for us in our Father’s house, and the additional words, “and to spare,” point out how God delights to give — up to the limit of our need, and a bit more!  Paul wrote that God is “rich in mercy” in Ephesians 2:4.  When we finally begin to get a tiny hint in our hearts of the vast meaning of Paul’s words and the even more vast treasury of God’s wealth, we tend to echo the words of the Queen of Sheba who came to Jerusalem to see the renowned wealth of King Solomon for herself.  After she had witnessed his vast wealth with her own eyes, she sighed, “The half was not told me.”  Pastor Erwin Lutzer wrote a fine little book on the believer’s wealth in Christ, entitled, Christian, You Are Richer Than You Think!


It has occasionally been noted that God does not merely give to His children out of His riches, or from His riches, but rather according to His riches.  If I appealed to a very wealthy man for financial assistance and he gave me $100, he would have given me a gift out of His riches, or from his riches, but the gift would certainly not be according to His riches.  All the gifts provided for us by God’s grace are lavish and abundant, “according to His riches in glory.”

V.  THE STOREHOUSE


Fifth, the text reveals the storehouse in which our provision is kept, and from which it comes.  “My God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.”  All of God’s provisions of grace are “packaged up” for us in Christ, and they come to us through Christ.  The source is in Christ Jesus, and the supply is by Christ Jesus.  One commentator wrote, “Here is a bank that never breaks; no demand made upon it will find it wanting, or unready — for ‘it’ is He.”  Everything, literally everything, God has for us is in Christ Jesus.  Come, then, you sinners and you saints: here is God’s Plenty; here is grace truly abounding.  


Horace Hull was at one time one of the owners and operators of the Hull-Dobbs Ford dealership in Memphis, and was a leading layman in a large Methodist church here.  One weekend, he, his wife and a housemaid had gone on a visitation trip to northeast Georgia to visit family members.  When they started home again, they had not gone far when they ran into a blinding rainstorm.  Mr. Hull slowed his car to a “snail’s pace” and was driving slowly down the highway when a huddled group of people suddenly loomed before them on the edge of the highway.  He eased his car around them and stopped.  It proved to be a family of wife, husband, and several children, huddled under a bed sheet as they walked down the highway.  When Mr. Hull enquired, he discovered that their house had just burned a short time before, and they were trying to reach a neighbor’s house to “regroup.”  Mr. Hull opened his car doors, and the three of them made room for the entire family in  the car.  They began to move forward again, and turned off the road to a nearby farmhouse at the father’s instructions.  When they pulled up in front of the house, Mr. Hull pulled out his wallet and removed a five dollar bill.  “Here,” he said to the mother and wife, “maybe this will help.”  The mother wore a forlorn and mournful look, but she took the money with a mumbled word of thanks.  The family got out of the car, mounted the steps to the porch, and Mr. Hull and his wife and maid pulled out toward the highway again.  


Mr. Hull  said he had only gone a few feet when the Holy Spirit of God spoke to him, convicting him of his meager contribution to match a great need.  He stopped the car and said to his wife and the maid, “Open your purses and empty out all the cash you have.”  They did so, and he matched their action.  He then added a sizeable check to the cash amount, and they turned the car around and drove back to the house.  They honked the horn of the car until the family emerged again from the farmhouse.  Mr. Hull beckoned for the man and wife to get back into his car, which they did.  When they were seated in the rear seat, he asked, “Ma’am, how much did I give you awhile ago?”  “Five dollars,” she replied.  “Give it back!” he exclaimed, steadily looking into her eyes.  Her look demonstrated dismay over his apparent hardness and coldness.  “Give it back!” he commanded again.  She opened her hand and returned the crumpled five-dollar bill.  Then he took his hat, into which he had placed the cash and the check which he had collected, lifted it over the back of the front seat — and dumped all the money into her lap.  He explained the reason for his action, prayed with the family, wished them well, and then departed again, far more satisfied about his involvement in their sad situation.


Again, Horace Hull said that he had only driven a short distance down the highway when the Holy Spirit of God spoke plainly to him.  “My son,” He said, “did you get the lesson?”  While Mr. Hull pondered the question, the Holy Spirit said, “I have given you one life — even if it is only about a five dollar life!  Then one day, I came to you and said, ‘Give it back.’  You hesitated and argued, ‘But I only have one life.’  I insisted, ‘Give it back!’  You finally saw that I can do a great deal more with your life than you can, and you gave it back.  And from that day to this, I have opened the windows of heaven upon your life, and dumped all of My riches into your lap!” What an illustration of our text!


One Mother’s Day, two little girls gave to their mother a homemade book which they called, “Our Promise Book.”  On each page, there was a childish drawing, accompanied by a promise, such as, “I promise to wash the dishes after each meal for one day.”  The book contained instructions for the mother: when she tore out any particular page and presented it to one of the girls, she was “cashing in” the promise for that day.  There was a page for each day in a month.  The mother was delighted over this present, and discovered that the girls’ promises could be trusted.  Friends, the Bible is God’s Promise Book to us.  The number of promises in it are astronomical, and they await our faith to “cash them in.”  


Pastor Thomas De Witt Talmage told years ago of a man who returned from New York to London after suffering business failure in the United States.  He threw himself down in a chair in his London home and said mournfully, “Everything is gone.”  His wife asked, “What do you mean?”  He replied, “I have had to suspend payment on our home; nothing is left.”  His little boy sensed the father’s sadness, and bounding into his lap, he said, “Father, you have me left.”  And the wife, who had been very sympathetic and helpful throughout his financial ordeal, said, “And, my dear, you have me left.”  And the old grandmother, seated in a corner of the room, pushed her spectacles up on her nose as she said, “But most of all, son, you have all the promises of God left.”  


Each promise of God is as solid as a sack of cement.  But everyone knows that cement must be mixed with water.  To be fully effective, each promise of God must be mixed with faith.  I (and every other believer) should make it my testimony and my trust daily that, as I walk with Him on His terms, “my God shall supply all of my needs according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.”  Hallelujah!


Wolfgang Mozart, the great Austrian musician, was walking one day in the suburbs of Vienna when he was met by a beggar.  The beggar told a tale of personal misfortune with such effect that it aroused the interest of the great composer in his favor.  But the supply in Mozart’s purse at the moment did not match the impulse of his compassion.  So he asked the beggar to follow him to a local coffee house.  Here Mozart drew a folded sheet of paper from his pocket and composed a musical score on it.  He then wrote a letter and gave both the composition and the letter to the beggar, telling him to take them to his publisher.  A composition from Mozart was a “check payable at sight” with his publisher at any time.  The letter explained that the publisher was to give the amount to the beggar who brought the composition to him.  The happy beggar was immediately given a good sum of money when he presented the musical manuscript to the publisher.  

Friends in faith, what an advantage it is to have a Divine Friend Who has unlimited credit in Heaven and in Whose Name we may come at any time to the treasure house when we are in need!  No check on the bank of Heaven, presented in the name of God’s own Dear Son, can be rejected for lack of funds.  His merits and His resources are available to us, which means the covering of every need, not only for the brief years of time, but for all eternity.


A reading of Philippians 4:11-15 will reveal that Paul was using an illustration from commercial life, or from the world of finance, when he wrote the background to our text.  If you are without Christ, I encourage you to give special attention to his first two ideas.  If you are a Christian, I encourage you to give special attention to his last two ideas.  Here are the key ideas: 


(1) It is the course of eternal wisdom to form a partnership with Heaven’s God and His people.  This partnership is established the moment a person is saved.  If you have not been saved, confess your sins directly to God at this moment, and repent of them.  Realize that God has loved you in spite of your sins and unworthiness, and that He lovingly sent His Son to the earth to die for you and your sins.  Remember that Jesus rose again from the dead, and that all of this was for you.  He said that if you would trust Him as your own risen Savior and receive Him by faith into your heart, He would save you the very moment you totally trust Him and receive Him.  Do so at this moment.  Then recognize that you have entered a lifetime partnership with the Lord of the universe, and let Him govern your life.  


(2) You must open an account for the practice of “giving and receiving,” suggested in verse 15.  Your entire life is to be an inhale-exhale type of exercise, alternating regularly between receiving and giving.  


If a country is going to be economically viable and healthy, its export trade must properly balance its import trade.  One reason for the extraordinary prosperity of the United States has been its historic ability to balance its exports and imports, even exceeding its imports by its exports. When this rule fails, there is economic trouble in the land.  In the Christian life, also, if we are to prosper spiritually we must “export” in giving and in service to others in proportion to the amount we have received in blessing.  Many are stalemated in their Christian lives simply because they do not give out to others in a measure proportionate to God’s blessings to them.  Jesus said, “Freely ye have received, freely give” (Matthew 10:8).  This is the practice of giving and receiving Paul refers to in these verses.  


(3) You should keep a record, for the sake of reminder, like a debit and credit page, of your giving and receiving.  Paul apparently kept at least a mental record of the giving and receiving that was exchanged between him and the Philippian believers (verse 15).  


(4)You must learn to expect dividends, or regular interest, on your investments.  Read the context, and note verse 17: “Not that I seek your gift for myself, but I seek for the profit which increases to your account.”  Any giver knows that giving often does far more for the giver than it does for the one who receives the gift.  A disciple who teaches another Christian how to give freely, bountifully, and in faith, is a good investment counselor, and he should never feel apologetic for the great service he renders!  


But there is far more here than that simple principle.  Every time you give to God’s people or God’s cause, as unto the Lord, Paul declared, the gift will draw eternal interest.  Give special attention to the idea that all stewardship gifts are to be regarded as deposits in an eternal account, and that regular interest may be expected.  The Christian giving of money is a sound business investment in eternal values, where dividends will accrue at compound interest for all eternity!  And the same thing is certainly true of the investment of life, influence, vision, strategy, etc. (all the dimensions of disciple-making) into the lives of other believers, as well.  This idea is developed extensively in Paul’s letters to his disciple, Timothy.


If you are without Christ, open an account in the secure Bank of Heaven by trusting Jesus Christ today, and make your first deposit, the deposit of your life into His hands for eternal salvation.  Paul was referring to this when he said, “I know Whom I have believed, and am persuaded that He is able to keep (guard) that which I have committed (deposited) unto Him against That (any) Day”  (II Timothy 1:12).  Exercise firm faith in Jesus Christ today, and you will join Heaven’s Faith Firm,  backed by God’s Faith Deposits Insurance Commitment (FDIC!), and you can begin immediately to make daily investments in The Account.  And remember that you make your best investments in your eternal account in Heaven when you deposit your spiritual resources in the lives of other people here on earth — with the goal of multiplying the original investment by the deposit .  You should seek to daily expand the number of beneficiaries.  You will be eternally glad you did!
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