“PAYING ATTENTION TO ONE ANOTHER”

(Ephesians 4:2; 4:25; 4:32a; 4:32b; 5:19)


“With all lowliness and meekness, with long-suffering, forbearing one another in love.”


“Wherefore putting away lying, speak every man truth with his neighbor: for we are members one of another.”


“And be ye kind one to another, tender-hearted.”


“Forgiving one another, even as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you.”


“Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord.”


Verse twelve of Ephesians four speaks of  “the body of Christ.”  That is one of the primary themes of the book of Ephesians—the church is the body of Christ.  That figure cannot possibly be explored enough by Christians.  Indeed, it is more than a figure, or an emblem, or a symbol.  It is organic reality.  The church of Jesus Christ is His own body.  It is not merely like a body; it is His body.  Then in verse sixteen, Paul mentions “the whole body” of Christ.  In this chapter, Paul speaks of two aspects of the body of Christ.  In the first part of the chapter, he speaks of the larger, universal body of Christ.  In verse four, he says, “There is one body.”  Then, in the middle portion of the chapter, he speaks of the local body of Christ, the local church.  There he gives ideal instructions for the proper function of the local church 


Jesus Christ operates in much the same manner in which you operate.  You are an invisible, unseen personality contained within a visible, physical body.  If you as an invisible personality are going to express yourself, you must do so through and by means of the body.  So a person’s body is the vehicle by which he can express himself and accomplish his work.  His body is the means by which he becomes functional.  Anything he does (stand, sit, walk, talk, think, write, travel, etc.), he does by means of his body.  His body is also the means by which he is recognizable.  I recognize him by means of his body, and he recognizes me by means of my body.  That is the reason when I see Joe Jones walking down the street, I don’t say, “Hey, there goes the body of Joe Jones,” although his body is all I see.  Instead, I say, “There goes Joe Jones,” because I recognize him by his body.  The same is true of Jesus Christ.  His body, the church, allows Him to be active, visible and recognizable in the community where it exists.


So each church is a mediator of Christ, because it is His Body.  Then there is a second powerful idea in Ephesians 4: each Christian is a minister of Christ as a member of His Body.  Let me anticipate our study by stating a third principle, which is the basis for this study: every contact a Christian has is to be used as a means of fulfilling his ministry.    Ephesians 4:12 says that the pastor-teacher of the local body is to “equip the saints (all Christians) so that they (all the saints, all Christians) may do the work of ministering.”  The pastor-teacher is to “fully furnish,” or “outfit,” all the saints to make them ready to do their job of ministering.  

I.  THE DIRECTIONS OF CHRISTIAN MINISTRY

What is “the work of the ministry” which Paul refers to?  The work of the ministry is three-directional, or three-dimensional.  My personal ministry as an individual Christian—not as a preacher, not as a pastor, not as a teacher, not as an evangelist, but as an individual Christian—is to go in three directions.  

1.  Ministry in an Upward Direction

First, I am to engage in an upward ministry, a ministry toward God.  Acts 13:2 indicates that it was “as they (the church body in Antioch) ministered to the Lord,” that the Holy Spirit told them to set aside Barnabas and Saul to form the first traveling missionary team of the book of Acts and of the world Christian movement.  Every Christian should “minister to the Lord” on a regular basis, day by day and moment by moment.  This ministry includes hearing His voice, praising Him, adoring Him, worshiping Him, and prayer made to Him.  Surrender to Him is called our “reasonable service” to Him (Romans 12:2).  In short, our primary ministry to God is the ministry of communion with Him.  This ministry is a response to our awareness of God’s goodness, mercy, love and grace in our lives.  This ministry should be fulfilled both alone and in the local body, privately and publicly.  


The Bible says that “God is love” (I John 4:8).  That’s what God is.  Love is foundational to God’s character, basic to God’s nature.  There are other foundational characteristics in God’s nature as well, but we are here speaking of His love.  The fact that God is eternally love raises a question.  If love is foundational to God’s character, and God lived “in the Forever” before He created man and the world, whom was He loving then?   The Bible teaches that God is a social community within Himself.  He is a three-way unity within Himself, made up of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Theologically, this is called “the Trinity.”  For all of eternity past (the “past” is from our finite perspective), in a network of relational exchanges, the Three Persons in the Godhood of God loved and enjoyed each other member within His Person eternally.  The Father was loving the Son and the Spirit—forever.  The Son was loving the Father and the Spirit—forever.  The Spirit was loving the Father and the Son—forever.  Because “God is love,” there was no depletion and no reduction of that love—forever.  In that ongoing network of complete Self-satisfaction within the Nature of God, they loved One Another for all eternity.


Now the punch line of our message.  I have in me right now—at this moment—One of those Persons of the Godhead.  Do you think that the Holy Spirit stopped loving those Other Two when He came down to get inside of me?  Never!  The Bible says, “The Holy Spirit has broadcast the love of God (love for God) in my heart” (Romans 5:5).  So my heart has been flooded with the very Love that God is!   This happened the day I was saved.  How I remember it!  Suddenly, in the moment of my spiritual birth, my heart was filled with the love of God.  I loved Him and everybody else, instantly.  I have often said that I wished then for “rubber arms,” so that I could stretch them around every person on earth and carry them to Jesus so that they could experience what had just happened to me.  I could simplify my life since that time by saying that it has been a contest (sometimes an intense conflict)  between God loving in and through me, and my own desire to have my own selfish way.  When I defer to the Holy Spirit, my heart becomes a love chapel.  But when I choose to have my own way as opposed to His, my life assumes an overload of misery.  So the first dimension, the upward ministry, should be easy for any Christian.  Indeed, it is only difficult if we refuse to defer to the loving Holy Spirit within us

2.  Ministry in an Inward Direction

Second, I am to engage in a between-ward ministry, an inward ministry,  a ministry toward and among the saints.  This is a ministry inside the Body of Christ.  In I Peter 4:10-11, the Christian’s personal ministry inside the Body is clearly spelled out.  The theme of the passage is spiritual gifts, the God-given means by which we are to minister to each other in the Body.  


“As every man has received the gift, even so minister the same one to another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.  If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God; if any man minister, let him do it as of the ability which God gives; that God in all things may be glorified through Jesus Christ: to whom be praise and dominion for ever and ever.”  


Traffic those verses again—with interpretation.  “As every man (there is the individuality and universality of spiritual gifts)  hath received (there is the sovereignty of God in dispatching spiritual gifts; you do not achieve your gift, you receive it) the gift, even so minister the same one to another (there is the  intended utility of the gift you have received), as good stewards (there is the personal responsibility for the gift you have received) of the many-colored grace of God (there is the great variety of the gifts Christ has given to His Body; they are like a multi-faceted prism).  If any man speak, let him speak as the out-speaking, or the mouth-piece,  of God; if any man minister, let him do it as of the ability which God gives (there is the supernatural ability by which these gifts are to be used in the Body); that God in all things may be glorified through Jesus Christ: to whom be praise and dominion for ever and ever.”  


Here is a virtual gold mine of wealth about spiritual gifts and about their use in the ministry of the saints in the Body of Christ.  Remember, we saw:




The individuality and universality of the gifts, 

 the sovereignty of God in giving the gifts, 

 the utility of the gifts in the Body, 

 my personal responsibility to use the gift God has given to me, 

 the great variety of the gifts in the Body, 

 and the supernatural ability by which I am to use the gift God has given.  


Note that the use of these gifts falls into two categories: some are speaking gifts, and some are serving gifts (I Peter 4:11).  These two ministries are between-ward, or inward, ministries in the Body of Christ, and they are to occur through the regular use of spiritual gifts in the Body.  That is the second dimension of ministry in which every Christian is to be daily involved.  This study is directed toward this dimension of ministry.  Let me merely mention the third and final dimension of ministry.           

3.  Ministry in an Outward Direction

Third, I am to engage in an outward ministry toward the outside world.  Just as I am to have all three of these ministries—upward, between-ward, and outward, so is the entire Body of Christ.  The Body should be daily engaging in ministries in all three directions, just as Jesus did when He was here in His own physical body.  He ministered upward, between-ward, and outward in His first body, and He wants to do the same in His present Body.  As a member of that Body, are you daily ministering upward, between-ward, and outward?  If not, should you not “go into the ministry” today?  
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