“WHY ANGELS GO TO CHURCH”

(Ephesians 3:7-10)


“I was made a minister, according to the gift of the grace of God given unto me by the effectual working of His power.  Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ; And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ: To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of God”  (King James Version)

(The purpose is) that through the church the complicated, many-sided wisdom of God in all its infinite variety and innumerable aspects might now be made known to the angelic rulers and authorities (principalities and powers) in the heavenly sphere” (Verse 10, Amplified Version)

We are an assembly of saints, gathered together in the Name of Jesus Christ in a place that has been specially dedicated to the purpose of worshiping Him and witnessing to His Person, His Works, and His Great Salvation.  I look around and see a segment of the so-called visible church.  


A question immediately arises in my mind.  What is taking place in this room right now?  The visible is obvious to anyone who beholds, but is anything beside/beyond the visible taking place in this room right now?  As a matter of fact, multitudes of unseen things are occurring in this room right now.  Did you know that gunfights are occurring unseen in this room right now?  That fist fights, boxing and wrestling matches are taking place in this room right now?  Car races and horse races are taking place in this room right now?  Sporting events of all kinds are taking place in this room right now.  Domestic scenes (of all kinds)  are taking place in this room right now.  Social scenes are taking place in this room right now.  Great panoramas of nature, including actions of animals, birds and fish are taking place in this room right now.  Romantic scenes, and even intimate love scenes, are taking place in the room right now.  “But these are not visible to me,”  you say.  They are not visible at the moment to any of us here right now, but they are nonetheless occurring.   Why do we not see them?  We simply do not have the proper instrument to enable us to see them.  If you brought a television set into the room, plugged it into an electrical socket, turned it on, tuned it up and tuned it in to one of many channels, you could choose between the scenes I have mentioned—and many more!  Does the television set create the images on the screen?  No, it merely plucks them out of the air waves, translates them to visibility, and enables us to see them.  The images themselves originated in a television station some considerable distance removed from our church service.  So there are many things taking place in any room at any time, things which may not be visible but could be made so by using an instrument with the capability of reception and relay.  


Another question arises:  Who is in this room right now?  As bound by sight as we are, we would begin to count and name the visible people present.  But is no one else present?  As a matter of fact, many more beings are present than the ones we can see.  For example, Jesus told us in His great parable of the sower (Matthew 13:4, interpreted in 13: 19) that Satan or some of his assigned cohorts is (are) present wherever and whenever the Word of God is taught or preached.  You see, Satan knows the value (or threat, in his case) of the proclamation of the Word of God.  Satan is himself a master of communication, though he does not see the communication of truth the way we see it.  From the beginning, Satan has been defeated by the Word of God, and from the beginning, he has opposed the communication of the Word.  His first recorded words were those he spoke to Eve when he challenged the Word of God, saying, “Has God said…?”  Thus, he engineered the terrible defeat of Adam and Eve in the Garden by insinuating a doubt of the Word of God.  They took the bait, and the rest is tragic history!
In the parable of the sower, Jesus said that Satan is present observing the proclamation of the Word just as birds linger in the nearby trees when a sower sows seeds upon the soil.  And just as the birds sweep down and devour the seeds which do not penetrate the soil, Satan moves swiftly to  devour the words of the Word of God which do not fully and deeply penetrate the hearts of the listeners.  You see, dear Christian, Satan goes to church more than you do!  Furthermore, he is not at all threatened by church services, by Christian preaching, or by great crowds of people in church—as long as these activities are sterile of the anointing of the Spirit of God (that is, as long as God is not given a satisfying channel through which He may work).  Satan knows that “the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.”  The “letter” is the mere academic exposure to Biblical truth—and that kills the auditors.  That is, the unanointed presentation of the Word of God advances the listeners in carnal death.  “But the Spirit gives life”—that is, the Spirit of God must assert Himself, fill His people, fill His preacher or teacher, and anoint the entire service—place, people, procedure, proclamation, proposition, etc.  When the Spirit so moves, miracles of all kinds are the modus operandi of the church.  Furthermore, when the Spirit of God anoints His church, Satan is negated and neutralized.  He is like a vulture, waiting eagerly on a nearby limb, seeing the seeds falling on the soil of ready hearts—and going away hungry and angry.  Satan and/or his cohorts (demons) are in church every time it assembles.  It would be absolutely incredible if Christians were as strategic in their church attendance as Satan is in his.  

But our text suggests that other beings are in church as well.  Verse 10 strongly suggests that angels are also in church when it assembles.  Paul speaks of “principalities and powers” (suggesting a hierarchy of powers), and suggests that they are very faithful in their attendance when God’s people gather.  

The Bible is clear in telling us that heaven’s angels have a regular ministry to Christians.  Hebrews 1:14, speaking of angels, says, “Are they not all ministering (the Greek word gives us our words, ‘liturgy’ and ‘liturgical’, suggesting the special attendance of angels at our worship assemblies) spirits,  sent forth to minister (same word, ‘assist in worship’) for them who shall be heirs of salvation.”  

Another question:  Do angels do anything else in church?  According to the text, they do.  In fact, the text suggests that this activity is highly motivating to angels in their church attendance.  The text says that “the manifold wisdom of God” is  “made known” to “principalities and powers” (certainly including the angels) “by the church.”  What a stupendous statement!  The manifold wisdom of God has been spent in securing Christians (“the church”) into God’s family and into eternal life.  And this manifold wisdom, “the eternal purpose which He purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord” (verse 11), is taught to angels by Christians!  The Amplified Bible translates verse 10 like this:  “The purpose is that through the church the complicated, many-sided wisdom of God in all its infinite variety and innumerable aspects might now be made know to the angelic rulers and authorities (principalities and powers) in the heavenly sphere.”

Christian, don’t miss this!  Let this color your understanding of church attendance!  Let this condition your appreciation of church attendance!  Let this help to re-form your view of church attendance!  Born-again human beings can stop angels dead in their tracks in church!  Christians can freeze angels in flight—in church!  But how?  Why?  What is it among Christians that commandeers the attention of angels—in church?

Let me call your attention to two passages of Scripture that will substantiate this truth and help to explain the focus of angels when they come to our church services.  The first is I Peter 1:10-12, a passage that is replete with overwhelming truths.  In verse 9, Peter mentions “the salvation of your souls.”  Then he adds, “Of which salvation the prophets have enquired  and searched diligently (both verbs are imperfect tenses, picturing steadily continuing action in the past; they ‘kept on diligently searching” to understand the things they were prophesying’), who prophesied of the grace that should come unto you: Searching what (time), or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify (again, an imperfect tense, ‘kept on signifying’), when it testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow.  Unto whom it was revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto us they did minister the things, which are now reported unto you by them that have preached the Gospel unto you with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven; which things the angels desire to look into.”  This passage provides an absolute education on the themes of prophecy, the inspiration and illumination of Scripture, and the nature, interests and intentions of angels.    

Read the above passage again, and let me give further details of the text.  The word “desire” in the last phrase is the normal New Testament word for “lust,” a word which pictures strong drive toward anything, good or bad.  “The angels lust to look into these things.”  Also, the word translated “look into” is parakupto, which literally means “to stoop beside and investigate.”  It is the word that is used in John 20 for the Apostle John as he approached the now empty tomb of Jesus.  When he saw the stone taken away from the entrance of the tomb, he “stooped down and eagerly examined” the scene.  Like a cadre of careful detectives, angels “stoop down and eagerly examine” certain things which we expose to them in church!  The word almost suggests a stolen glimpse, like a person secretly looking through a keyhole.  The Phillips paraphrase says, “These are facts which command the interest of the very angels.”  What facts?  What is it that so captivates angels?  Peter answers, “the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow.”  Let that thought linger in the front of your mind, and let’s go to the other passage.

I Corinthians 4:9 says, “I think God has set forth us the Apostles last, as it were appointed to death: for we are made a spectacle unto the world, and to angels, and to men.”  This is another incredibly intriguing verse.  The word translated “spectacle” is exactly the Greek word from which we derive (transliterate) our English word “theater.”  This alters the complex of the verse.  What does a person do when he goes to see a play or a movie in a theater?  He enters the theater, sits in a seat, and gives his personality to the enactment that is occurring before him.  He is offering himself to be captured and captivated by the performance he beholds.  This is the stance of angels when they come to our churches.  They are eagerly wanting to hear certain things from Christians, and can only learn those things in that way and from that source.  

Let’s explore the theme more carefully.  Angels are present in any assembly of the saints of God (I Corinthians 11:10), lusting after increased knowledge of the ways of God with men.  They are expressly represented as desiring “to look into” the great realities of human redemption, and there (in church) they are instructed in the manifold wisdom of God in providing and maintaining that redemption.

As mere human beings we are prone to suppose that there is nothing very special or unusual about being human.  But to the heavenly powers mere humanity is the greatest of mysteries.  Supernatural things occurring on earth are not so captivating to angels, because they logged an eternity (or as long as they have existed) witnessing the supernatural acts of God first-hand.  No, it is human things that angels are most intrigued by and most interested in!  And these human things fall into two categories:  (1) The sufferings of the human Jesus, and (2) the human salvation that results from His sufferings.  

Angels focus on Jesus, and especially on His humanity.  They knew Him in Heaven, but only as the Eternal Son of God, a Person who was pure spirit without a body (just like God the Father and God the Holy Spirit, and just like themselves).  Having known Him thus, they would not be surprised to know Him on earth with the same character.  However, when He became a Man, angels were staggered!  And when He proved to be mortal, capable of dying, because of His humanity, their interest peaked. 

It is an incredibly high honor for man that he should be the first to receive the knowledge which the angels are to receive through man.  The real puzzle for angels is in the incarnation (that God became man!), the atonement (that God had a mortal human nature—and died!), and the resurrection (He rose from the dead a man!), and the ascension (He ascended to Heaven as a Man, and will remain so Forever—“the Lamb as it had been slain”!).  Peter specifically said that angels are electrified by “the sufferings of Christ” (note the combination of the title “Christ”—the Heavenly Messiah--and the horrible word “suffering”)—sufferings are a mark of humanity, and “the glory to follow.”  But angels were forever familiar with His innate and eternal glory  in eternity past.  They looked with undimmed eyes upon Deity itself.  Then what was it that impressed them?  The exaltation of the human Jesus to God’s right hand!  

However blatantly stupid and sinful men may scorn the salvation of Jesus Christ and all that belongs to it, the highest intelligences regard it with profound attention!  

Furthermore, when human weakness is recognized, acknowledged and capitalized by faith in a Mighty God, that is far more disturbing to Satan than any (any) show of human strength.  Christians often try to build their strength so they can better serve God, but it is not their strength God wants or needs, it is their weakness made totally available to Him.   Then, “we have this (Gospel) treasure in earthen vessels (our weak bodies and personalities), that the excellency of the power may be of God and not of us” (II Corinthians 4:7).  In II Corinthians 12:9-10, the Apostle Paul recorded an exchange between him and God:  “He said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.  Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.  Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ’s sake, for when I am weak, then am I strong.”   “That the power of Christ may be draped over my weak human life”!
Angels learn from us in church—through observing our faith, our frail dependence, our human brokenness, our humble confession, our contrition.  Heaven does not know these activities as we express them on earth.  They are a part of our mortal frailty while we are on earth, and apparently they will be left here when we go to Heaven.  In Heaven, we will worship God unhindered by these impediments.  They will not be a part of our experiences there.  The principalities and powers in heavenly places must learn such lessons from us on earth if they are to know them at all.   Remember, Christian, when you attend church, you are the professor who will teach angels, and they are your scholars.  Indeed, they may learn these vital lessons better from you than from a pastor, a seminary professor, or a Phd at any particular assembly of the saints (and this certainly does not depreciate preaching and teaching; it simply admits that on any particular Sunday, it may not be man’s frail and mortal humanity that is being featured).  When class is in session (the church is in assembly), be candidly honest about your poor, frail, weak, dependent humanity.  Then dare to express freely your full dependence upon God.  Thus, human integrity will be practiced, God’s glory will be honored, the Holy Spirit will anoint the assembly with His great Presence and Power, and you will teach angels according to the Divine Textbook.     
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