All Keys Tuned To The Same Chord

Philippians 2:1-4

“ALL KEYS TUNED TO THE SAME CHORD”

or

“A DISCIPLE-MAKER’S DESIRE FOR UNITY”

(Philippians 2:1-4)

“If there be therefore any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any bowels and mercies, Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be like-minded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind.  Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind, let each esteem other better than themselves.  Look not every man on his own things, but every man also on the things of others.”

Paul’s letter to the Philippians was a very, very happy letter.  Some form of the word “joy” occurs some nineteen times in the letter.  Written by a man dragging a chain across the page as he wrote!  Written from a Roman jail cell!  Samuel Rutherford, the great Scottish Christian, once wrote from a prison cell, “Jesus Christ came into my cell last night, and every stone sparkled like a diamond and shone like a ruby.”  Paul’s heart was full of the same experience of Jesus and the same elation over it.  


However, there was a minor problem in the tone of the letter and in the fellowship of believers at Philippi.  Epaphroditus had brought a report to Paul from Philippi to Rome, and the report glowed with praise — except for one “fly in the ointment.”  One element in the report brought by Epaphroditus caused Paul concern.  A certain undertone of disunity could be detected in the fellowship.  The problem was apparently quite small, but it is never too soon to deal with a budding problem.  A sign on a fruit market wall points out the infectious nature of some problems:




“That which today is only a spot,




  Tomorrow will be deadly rot.”


Problems in a Christian fellowship are like cancer in a human body.  If neglected, they spread   —and may kill.  The secret of overcoming both cancer in the body and crisis in the fellowship is in early detection and rapid treatment.  


Paul practiced both curative and preventive medicine in dealing with the problem.  His tone is very tender.  He does not rebuke or warn; he only exhorts.  The situation in Philippi was very different from that at Corinth.  He severely admonished and rebuked the Corinthians, even threatening to come to them “with a rod.”  But here, he writes with passion and gentleness.  It must be noted, also, that he deals with the problem both positively (verses 1, 2) and negatively (verses 3, 4).  He left no stone unturned in facing the problem and addressing his brothers and sisters about it.  


The passage has a major theme and a minor theme.  The major theme is that of Christian unity, and the minor theme is that of self-giving.  They are “major” and “minor,” not because of their respective significance, but because of the problem that is being dealt with.  We will pursue the major theme in this study, the problem of Christian unity.  The passage is absolutely packed with spiritual insight and wisdom, and needs to be “soaked in” by every Christian until its content and intent control his thought and life.  Also, we must remember that we are looking at the content of the Philippian letter from the viewpoint of a disciple-maker.  So I have called the study, “A Disciple-maker’s Desire for Unity.”

I.  THE IDEAL OF CHRISTIAN UNITY

First, we must be aware of the ideal of unity among Christian believers.  A casual reading of 

the New Testament will reveal how important this unity is.  Indeed, in the great high priestly prayer of Jesus recorded in John 17, when Jesus reveals the intercession that He is practicing in Heaven throughout this age, he shows how crucial Christian unity is.  “I pray that they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou has sent me.... that they may be one, even as we are one: I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that the world may know that thou hast sent me” (John 17:21, 22, 23).  So the unity of believers provides the “power base” to make the evangelistic and missionary thrust of the Gospel effective.  J. O Frazer, the great missionary to China, once wrote, “Among Christian workers, true fellowship is as vital as evangelism.”  Indeed, true fellowship will always precede true evangelism.  The power base for evangelism is absent if there is no rich, true fellowship among believers.  Why is the desire for unity so important for a disciple-maker?  What does this ideal entail?


First, unity among disciples will always involve single-mindedness.  Jesus worked constantly to cement the Twelve together into a unit, a team.  Near the very end, he was dealing with divisiveness among them, a divisiveness that had been stimulated by individual self-will among them.  In our text, Paul pleads in these terms: “that ye be like-minded, ... of one mind” (verse 2).  “Let this (a single, consolidated) mind be in you” (verse 5).  Whereas James 1:8 speaks of “a double-minded man” (literally,  “two-souled”), our text speaks of Christians being “single-minded” (literally, “one-souled”).  Obviously, a group of “one-souled” or “single-minded” people is not common.  However, the world is occasionally shocked when it sees the accomplishments of a few people who are welded together at the point of a white-hot commitment to a common cause.  Any group of disciples can impact the world in an incredible way — if they are totally devoted to Christ and His Strategy, and if they are single-minded.

Second, unity among disciples will always involve self-giving.  Another uncommon thing is a group of people who truly give themselves consistently and beyond the demands of a contract.  True disciples don’t wait for a job description or a paycheck before they give themselves away.  However, any coach of team sports knows how deeply ingrained in each individual is the impulse of self-promotion and self-glory.  Carl Sandburg once said, “Every human being has a secret desire to play Hamlet.”  Every human being wants to occupy center stage and be the key actor in the drama of life.  Every human being wants to be “the greatest.”


A little boy was strutting around his backyard, playing the hero in his own game of baseball.  His baseball cap was in place on his head, and he had the ball in one hand and the bat in the other.  He said to himself, “I’m the best hitter in the world.”  He threw the ball up into the air, swung the bat at it, and missed.  “Strike one!” he shouted.  He picked up the ball again, threw it into the air, swung again — and again missed.  “Strike two!” he called out.  He repeated the action, swinging the bat with all his might, and missing again.  “Strike three!” he shouted, adding, “Wow!  I’m the greatest pitcher in the world!”


Every human being has an almost incurable “self-curl” to his life, an inclination to favor and advance himself.  This is a hangover from original sin, which is never really original, after all.  Most people only think they are happy when they can survey their situation and sing,



“Oh, what a beautiful morning!  Oh, what a beautiful day!

            
I’ve got a beautiful feeling, Everything’s going my way.”


Now, it is quite true that, if your goal is rosy feelings, you won’t find them by exposing your hands and feet to the nails of a cross.  But we must be very glad that Jesus did not pursue the goal of self-gratifying, rosy feelings.  “He gave Himself for us,” thank God!  And we are to follow His example and give ourselves for others.  Somewhere I found this great quote: “If we don’t give out, we shall soon give out!”  Jesus said, “Freely ye have received, freely give” (Matthew 10:8).  Because of what we have received so bountifully from God’s hand, we are exhorted, encouraged, and enabled  to give to others.  Go to the Dead Sea.  Stand at the north end, and you will see that it has “freely received.”  But stand at the south end, and you will see why it is “Dead.”  It is all intake, with no corresponding output.  


Verse 4 makes a strong appeal for self-giving when it says, “Look not every man on his own interests, but every man also on the interests of others.”  As Christians walk along the road of life, they will see people in all directions reaching out their hands for help of one kind or another.  Each Christian can at least give something to those whose hands are nearest him.  Trust God as your “booking agent” to bring you into touch with those He means you to reach.  Every disciple-maker struggles to live toward other people, and he longs for his disciples to do the same.  


During the summer of 1996, I took a group of 12 (Twelve!) disciples with me to Mindanao in the south Philippine Islands to teach several hundred Filipino pastors and Christian leaders.  One morning, we had boarded the team bus to go to the teaching venue.  One dear friend and fellow-disciple was seated beside me on the low luggage rack at the back of the bus.  We were almost ready to pray as a team before departure.  Suddenly, he leaned over to me and said, “Herb, I’ve never been around a bunch of men like this in my life.  Just look at each one.”  As he spoke, he lifted an index finger and pointed one by one to the back of each man, saying softly as he pointed, “Selfless, selfless, selfless, selfless....”  He will never know what spiritual satisfaction that brought to my heart.


Practically, how do we become self-giving individuals?


(1) We must acknowledge the ideal of self-giving and make it a person goal for ourselves.  


(2) We must cultivate the habit of noticing and paying attention to other people..  The very term, “paying attention,” suggests that there is a cost to the exercise — and there is!


(3) We must learn to listen deeply and attentively to others.  I read recently that the word for “listening” in one western Indian tribe is a word which means, “to spread out the ear.”  We must deliberately spread out our ears to others and let them fill them. 


(4) We must teach our egos to hold their breath (I borrowed that phrase, though I can’t identify the source of it).  Each of us is daily like an actor trying to impress an audience, and we love to occupy the center of the stage.  Carl Sandburg was right when he said, “Every human being has a secret desire to play Hamlet.”  The hero may vary, but the desire and motive remain the same.  But if you are to be a self-giving person, you must train your attention-hungry ego to stop striving for the spotlight and turn it on the other person. 


(5) We must empathize with the other person.  “Empathy” is a compound word which means to “feel together.”  “Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep,” the Bible says (Romans 12:15).  Keep your “antennae” out, looking for someone who is happy about something today and let him know that you are happy about it, too.  Share his celebration with him.  Or find a person who is hurting (they are everywhere), and draw his pain into your heart.  “If one part of the body (of Christ) suffers, all the other parts suffer with it; if one part is praised, all the other parts share its happiness”(I Cor. 12:26).


(6) We must deliberately invest (the very word that is used several times in II Timothy) our lives in other people’s lives.  It was said of Oliver Goldsmith, the great author, that “he gave his life away in handfuls.”  With equally reckless abandonment, be must pour out lives out to others.  


Many years ago, I saw this question:



“What kind of church would my church be,

             
If every other member were just like me?”


Apply the question in practical ways to your own personal experience.  Apply it to your home:  “What kind of home would my home be, if every other member were just like me?”  Well, the chances are good that the others will be just like you — you will make them that way!  Apply it to your workplace: “What kind of office would this office be, if every other worker were just like me?”  Apply it to your nation: “What kind of country would this country be, if every other citizen were just like me?”  Which would create a better church, a better disciple, a better home, a better office, a better community, a better nation, a better world — self-seeking or self-giving?  Every disciple-maker longs for the self-giving of his disciples.


Third, unity among disciples will always involve self-fulfillment, both for the disciples and the disciple-maker. Every disciple-maker longs for his own true self-fulfillment.  This may sound strange coming so closely on the heels of the previous point, but it is absolutely true.  No person can be a true Christian or a true human being if he does not desire his own highest wellbeing, or his own truest and fullest self-fullfilment.  Paul expressed it in our text in a beautiful phrase: “Fulfill ye my joy.”  It may be translated, “Fill up full my cup of joy.”  Paul had already expressed his great joy over their faith and love in Philippians 1:4, 9.  Now he asks them to bring his joy to completion, to fullness.  And he uses an aorist tense verb, indicating that they are to throw themselves into the act decisively and without reservation.  They will find joy for themselves if they will live so unselfishly, and they will help Paul come to fullness of joy, also.  


A mosaic of true Christian unity will be laced with single-mindedness, self-giving, and self-fulfillment.  And a true disciple-maker will long for these threads in the tapestry of his own life and in the lives of his disciples.

II.  THE INCENTIVES FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY

Our text clearly indicates some of the great incentives or motives for Christian unity.  Verse one contains four “if” clauses, but actually it should be translated “since,” or “in view of the fact.”  This is grammatically called a fulfilled condition.  The four things mentioned are powerful facts in Christian experience, and provide four great motives for Christian unity. Do not hurry here.  Take time to study Philippians 4:1 in numerous Bible translations.  Use every tool of study you can find to aid you.  This verse is a treasure hunt!   Each phrase will require and repay close study.


Motive number one is the consolation that is found in Christ and His Gospel.  The very experience of Christ’s life that is common to all Christians is a massive stimulus to Christian fellowship and unity.  “Since there is consolation in Christ” is the way this phrase has been translated. The word translated “consolation” (paraclesis) in the King James Version is a very expansive word.  It may be translated, “exhortation,” or “encouragement.”  “In view of the fact that there is a certain exhortation in Christ,” Paul writes.  But what does this phrase mean?


When a person has a genuine encounter with the saving Son of God, Jesus Christ, from the point of that encounter, that experience acts upon the believer’s life like an “exhortation,” or like a constraint, or like a spur.  The Moffatt translation uses the word “stimulus.”  So the first motive for Christian unity is the experience of Christ’s life.  If the experience of Christ’s life does not constrain you with heavy spiritual stimulation, it is doubtful that you are a Christian.  Professions and pretensions of faith provide no motives to Christian action.  Rules and rituals give no stimulus to Christian devotion.  But when the pipeline of vital experience is opened between the sinner and the Savior, and the sinner is saved, then the trigger for motivation is in place.  Does your soul find stimulus for Christian prayer, and praise, and practice in Christ Himself?


The compulsion of Christ’s (Calvary) love is motive number two for Christian unity.  This second motive  is recorded in the phrase, “Since there is comfort (one translation says, ‘an appeal’) in love.”   I say it is “Calvary love” because the word is “agape,” the word for self-disinterested, self-sacrificing love, God’s distinctive kind of love.  When a sinner is saved, “the love of God is shed abroad in his heart by the Holy Spirit who is given unto him” (Romans 5:5).  “The love of Christ constrains us” (II Cor. 5:14).  The love of Christ is like a great engine that pushes the Christian.  When Divine love is born in the human soul at the new birth, there is a new pulse, a new impulse, a new force, a new driving power, in the individual’s life.  Love is a social concept, requiring at least two persons, a lover and a beloved, so when the love of Christ becomes operative in one’s life, the person goes out from himself to meet his brother.  Thus, Christian unity is born.  Self-giving and Christian unity are Siamese twins in the Christian life.  


The communion (koinonia) of the Holy Spirit is the third motive for Christian unity.  This motive has several facets to it.  “Since there is fellowship in the Spirit,” Paul wrote.  It is not certain whether this phrase means fellowship with the Holy Spirit, or fellowship with other brothers and sisters in the Holy Spirit, but they both are vitally true, and each provides a great motive for Christian unity.  It is easy to see that a believer’s fellowship with the Holy Spirit should provide a great stimulus for Christian unity.  No man can “walk in the Spirit” (Galatians 5:16) and not be moved to live in fellowship with his fellow Christians.  The “friend of God” will also be the “friend of sinners” and of saints.  When believers are filled with the Spirit, they have a mutual magnet in them that adheres them to one another.  Conversely, when they hold attitudes or display behavior that destroys the unity of the Church, they are despising the partnership of the Holy Spirit.


The fourth mentioned motive for Christian unity is Christ’s compassion.  “Since there are tender compassions and mercies,” Paul says.  Every Christian has experienced the super-abundance of Christ’s compassion and mercy.  The very mention of these should arouse celebration and worship in his heart.  And he should live with compassion and mercy toward all men because he is aware of the importance of these factors in his own experience with God.  Think of the impact on society that would be made if Christians overflowed with the same compassions and mercies toward others.  


There is nothing more needed in the world today than widespread demonstrations of compassion by Christians.  When you became a Christian, you became acutely aware of the compassion and mercy of God.  You experienced the unbelievable forgiveness of God .  Has God had compassion on us?  Has God shown us mercy?  Then surely we can demonstrate mercy and compassion toward other human beings.  If you are constantly negative toward other people, critical, cynical, offended, resentful, you may need to go to Heaven’s Mercy Seat for the first time.  If you are a Christian and those attitudes persist, you need to quietly look on the Mercy Seat and see what great mercy has been given to you, and then begin to extend the same mercy to others.  


These are the great incentives for Christian unity: the consolation there is in Christ, the compulsion there is in love, the communion of (in) the Holy Spirit, and the expression of Christ’s compassion.  With this kind of driving force, may we be unified as He wants us to be.  A disciple-maker will grieve when he sees disunity among his disciples, and will rejoice when he sees that they are all tuned to the same chord.

III.  THE INGREDIENTS OF UNITY




The text suggests three ingredients of Christian unity, and wisdom suggests several more.  Let me mention them.  


The first ingredient of unity suggested in the text is spiritual humility.  In fact, one commentator said, “The theme of chapter two is how to maintain unity by humility.”  Verse three is a high water verse of this paragraph.  It contains both the negative and positive sides of humility.  “Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory” is the negative side.  These are surely carefully chosen words.  “Strife” tears the other person down, while “vainglory” builds self up.  The word for “strife” is translated “factiousness” elsewhere.  The word “vainglory” means empty boasting, or selfish conceit.  The world suffers from an excess of both of these problems.  This is another symptom of man’s sinful depravity.  According to Galatians 5:20, competitive selfish ambition is a work of the flesh.  This text calls it “empty glory.”  Somewhere I heard this adage: when wagons are moving down a street, it’s the empty wagon that makes the most noise.  Though any of us can be guilty of empty boasting at any time, it is actually both sad and stupid.  Someone has said that it is like a balloon — the larger it stretches on the outside, the more the emptiness on the inside.


The sin of pride must be faced and dealt with by each Christian in ruthless realism and honesty.  Augustine said, “It was pride that changed angels into devils, while it is humility that makes men like angels.”  Humility, the antidote for pride, is a strange virtue.  When a Christian is conscious of humility, he just lost it!  Spurgeon said, “Humility is to make a right estimate of one’s self.”  It means seeing ourselves as we really are, and admitting to ourselves what we see.  I’m not certain of the authorship of these words, but he was certainly trying to be objectively honest about his struggle with self and pride:


“Sometime when you’re feeling important Sometime when your ego’s way up,


  Sometime when you take it for granted That you are the prize-winning pup;


  Sometime when you feel that your absence Would leave an unfillable hole,


  Just follow these simple instructions And see how it humbles your soul.


  Take a bucket and fill it with water, Then put your hand in it up to your wrist,

  Now pull it out fast and the hole that remains Is the measure of how you’ll be missed.

             You may splash all you please as you enter, And stir up the water galore,


  But stop and you’ll find in a minute It’s right back where it was before!”


The positive side of humility is seen in the sentence, “But in lowliness of mind, let each esteem other better than themselves.”  The root Greek word translated “lowliness” is “tapeinos.”  If you look and listen carefully, you may be able to detect the beginning of an English word.  This is the word from which we get our word, “tapestry.”  This verse calls for “tapestry-mindedness,” or “carpet-mindedness” among Christians.  They are to be willing to get down low among men without being threatened.  A Christian should be so secure in Christ that he can allow others to step on him, and he will only pray that this will raise them closer to God!  This is not timidity or “poor-spiritedness.”  Such a person is genuinely “poor in spirit.”  In such a spirit, the Christian is to “consider others better than himself.”  He may know assuredly that they are not better than himself, but he is to “consider” them so, and to proceed as if it were so.  “In honor preferring one another,” is the way Paul wrote it in Romans 12:10.  What redemptive changes — of atmosphere, of attitudes, of actions, of results — would occur if Christians freely did this!


The second ingredient of unity suggested in the text is spiritual harmony.  “Be like-minded,  having the same love, being of one accord, of one spirit,” says verse 2.  “As though you had only one mind and one spirit among you,” the Phillips paraphrase puts it, “cherishing a mutual love.”   The word translated “like-minded” is a strong word.  It doesn’t simply refer to a person’s general thinking.  It refers rather to the disposition and attitude of mind that is behind his general thinking.  It refers to the mental paradigm or grid that determines all of his thinking.  Only one paradigm should control the thinking of all Christians: “Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus” (verse 5).  The paradigm of Jesus was one of self-giving and service to others.  


The word for “mind” in this text is “phronein.”  In Romans 8:5, it is used for the flesh-dominated mind.  This means that the entire mind of this kind of person operates from a fleshly or selfish perspective.  In Romans 11:20, it is used for the lofty mind, or the person who is high-minded instead of humble.  In Philippians 3:20 and Colossians 3:2, it is used for the earth-bound mind, or the mind of the person who is only interested in the things of this earth.  In contrast to all of these mental control centers, all Christians are to learn more and more to think overwhelmingly like Jesus.  His mind was a loving, serving, harmonious mind.    


However, we must admit that this ideal must be attained; it cannot be taken for granted.  Realistically, Christians may be divided into three distinguishable groups.  The first group is made up of those who think “me.”  They always lead with the perpendicular pronoun, “I.”  The second group is made of those who think “us.”  They have a corporate consciousness, and see themselves as part of a unit.  The third group consists of those who think “they.”  They think, speak, and act with other people in mind.  The third group is the one Paul is calling for in our text.  


All Christians should have such a walk with God and with other Christians that they are like keys tuned to the same chord and playing the same symphony.  Every Christian must learn and relearn that Christianity is not a solo; it is a chorus.  You cannot have harmony with just one note, there must also be other notes with which that note can blend.  A facetious article appeared in a newspaper some years ago with the heading, “Bessie Smith Whistles Beethoven’s Fifth Symphony.”  Nobody whistles a symphony; it takes an orchestra.  Christianity requires a fellowship of believers, each giving up his autonomy and self-will to form a functional Body through which Christ reveals Himself.  As a symphony, they will thus “sound together” in the society in which they exist.  


The third ingredient of unity suggested in the text is spiritual helpfulness.  If humility and harmony prevail among disciples, the reasonable outcome is that they will naturally find ways to help other people.  They will “not look on their own interest, but each will look on the interests of others” (verse 4).  The word “look” is the word from which we get out word, “scope.”  It suggests the adjusting of a lens, and it means to fix a gaze upon something so that purposes begin to form about that object.  “Learn to see things from other people’s point of view,” the Phillips paraphrase says.  This education requires a lifetime of learning, and we never graduate from this school.  A Christian is to be so preoccupied with the interests of others that he forgets himself.  What an ideal!  Surely impossible without a miracle, but that is the glory of Christianity.  A miracle-working God waits for a ready people.    


This, then, is the Holy Spirit’s great appeal for Christian unity.  It is actually a call for maturity in thought, word and action.  Unity is simply not possible without a humility that is bringing individuals every day into greater maturity in Christ.  Of all people, a person who aspires to fulfill the Master’s Great Commission by making disciples must desire those disciples to be in the closest fellowship both with Jesus and with other disciples.


E. Stanley Jones, the great missionary to India, told of a conversation he had one day with a conscientious Hindu.  They were discussing religion and Jesus.  Such a conversation in India usually gets around to the Cross of Christ, and this one followed the usual course.  The Hindu asked Dr. Jones, “Don’t you think atonement would mean attunement?”  Then he added, “My life is like a set of sweet bells jangled out of tune by sin and evil, and I crave inward peace and harmony.  To my mind, atonement would bring attunement to the nature of God — music instead of discord.”  A symphony, all instruments tuned to the same pitch, instead of a cacophony, a wild jangle of independent, self-tuned sounds!  This is precisely the appeal of the Apostle in Philippians 2:1-4.


Let me conclude with an illustration from the life of the late great pastor, preacher, and radio teacher, Dr. J. Vernon McGee.


When I first went to Nashville, Tennessee, as a pastor, some friends, thinking they were doing me a favor, called me and said, “We have tickets for the Philadelphia Symphony Orchestra that is coming to town, and we want to take you as our guest.”  Well, I love music, but I know nothing about it, and I can’t sing — I always help congregational singing by keeping quiet.  Frankly, I can’t think of anything more boring than a whole evening of symphony!  But they were so polite, and I wanted to be polite, so I accepted graciously and went along.  I had never been to a thing like that before, and I was impressed by what I saw and heard.  We went in, took our seats, and in a few minutes the musicians began to drift in.  They were in shirtsleeves for the most part, and each man went up to his instrument and started tuning it.  The fellows with the fiddles too big to put under their chins sawed back and forth — oh, it sounded terrible. The fellows with the little ones put them under their chins and squeaked up and down on them.  The ones with the horns — oh, my, nothing was in harmony.  It was a medley of discordant, confused noise.  Then after they got through with that kind of a disturbance, they all went out through the wings and disappeared.  Another five minutes went by when all of a sudden the lights in the auditorium went off, the lights on the platform came on, and the musicians walked out.  This time they had on their coats.  My, they looked so nice.  Each one came out and stood or sat at his instrument.  There was a hush in the auditorium, a spotlight was focused on the wings, and the conductor stepped out.  When he did, there was thunderous applause for him.  He bowed.  Then he came up to the podium and picked up a thin little stick.  He turned around again to the audience and bowed, then turned his back to the audience, lifted that little stick — total silence came over that auditorium.  You could have heard a pin drop.  Then he brought that little stick down.  And goose bumps went all over me.  I never heard such music in all my life!  Oh, what wonderful harmony there was!  Today, we live in a wild world in which every man is tooting his own little tinhorn.  Everybody wants to tell you what he thinks.  Everybody is playing his own little fiddle, and it is an absolute confusion of discord.  Everything is out of tune.  But one of these days the spotlight will go on, and the Lord Jesus Christ will come.  When He comes back to this world, He is going to lift up His scepter, and everything that is out of tune will be corrected or removed.  When He comes down with that scepter, what harmony will prevail!  Meanwhile, I’m thankful today that I can bow my will to Him right here and right now.  I can yield the little instrument of my life to Him.  He told us that He will not break a bruised reed.  He will fully restore it, put a new song in it, and give it a great place in His great choir.  Then He will fill the universe with the songs of souls set free. 

