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“Some indeed preach Christ even of envy and strife; and some also of good will: The one preach Christ of contention, not sincerely, supposing to add affliction to my bonds: But the other of love, knowing that I am set for the defense of the gospel.  What then?  Notwithstanding, every way, whether in pretense, or in truth, Christ is preached; and I therein do rejoice, yea, and will rejoice.  For I know that this shall turn to my salvation through your prayer, and the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, According to my earnest expectation and my hope, that in nothing I shall be ashamed, but that with all boldness, as always, so now also Christ shall be magnified in my body, whether it be by life, or by death.” 








Our last study was entitled “ A Disciple-Maker’s Happy Surprises.”  We might call the opening verses of this study, “A Disciple-Maker’s Unhappy Surprises.”  There were supposed leaders in the church in Philippi who were preaching Christ out of envy and strife and contention, thinking that they were making things harder for Paul by doing so.  Their motive was to add other hardships to his imprisonment (verses 15, 16).  “Some indeed preach Christ even of envy and strife,” Paul wrote.  One of the always-present dangers to a minister of the Word is that of comparison and competitiveness.  Satan loves to set ministers subtly against each other by comparisons which cause either feelings of superiority or inferiority and an aftermath of jealousy and competitiveness.   A Christ preached out of “envy,” or of “strife,” or of “contention,” presents a lop-sided Christ, a misrepresented Christ.  Whenever the Gospel is diluted with anything — whether works, unresolved sin, bad disposition, or bad relationships — it loses its power in proportion to its dilution.  Christian, be very aware of this as you serve Christ.  Whatever is in you mixes with the Gospel.  The Gospel “conditions” the sharer of it, and the sharer of it “conditions” the Gospel.   





�
I have visited beautiful Yellowstone National Park on two occasions.  The first time I was there, I returned again and again to the geyser basin that contains the “Old Faithful” geyser.  I watched the geyser erupt several times, and I walked slowly through the entire basin, thoroughly fascinated with what I saw.  There are over fifty geysers in the basin, and all of them come from the same subterranean source which produces Old Faithful.  However, though Old Faithful erupts over one hundred feet into the air, the next highest geyser erupts less than fifty feet, and most of them erupt considerably less than that.  Some barely reach the surface of the ground, creating only a gurgling pool of water.  Why?  They all come from the same heated source under the ground, and they all rise with equal force, but one erupts over one hundred feet into the air, while the others do not rise to even half that height.  Why?  The answer is found in the shape and size of the geyser cone in each case.  The cone or shaft of Old Faithful is straight and smooth, while the shafts of the other geysers are crooked and rough.  So the force of the eruption is dissipated by striking back and forth against the walls of the crooked shaft.  The force of Old Faithful’s eruption is unimpeded, while the force of the eruption of all the others is diluted by the crooked path of the water’s flow.  What a picture of Gospel presentation through human beings!  The word “righteous” suggests something straight, while the word “iniquity” suggests something crooked.  To the degree to which your life is positionally and practically lined up with “God Almighty’s Straight,” to that degree the Gospel will come through your life pure, undiluted, and powerful.  But to the degree that distortion prevails in your life, to that degree the power and purity of the Gospel are forfeited.  The force of Paul’s life has penetrated the centuries and the hearts of millions, while the influence of those who preached Christ with impure motives has died away, and they are mentioned today only in infamy.





In verse 19, Paul indicates his steadfast confidence in Christ.  When he says, “I know that this shall turn to my salvation,” he is in no way referring to his eternal salvation.  He is referring rather to the ongoing and continuous daily salvation that a Christian needs all the time.  Paul indicates the means by which he knows this salvation will be effected in his daily life — “through your prayers, and the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ.”  The prayers of Christians and the power of God, acting in conjunction, are two of the means by which God’s purposes are advanced.  Note the word “supply” in referring to the Holy Spirit.  The supply matches the demand.  There is no run on this bank!  Our needs will never exhaust this supply. 





 In verse 20, we get an inside look into Paul’s unconquerable spirit.  He states his spiritual ambition in this powerful phrase, “According to my earnest expectation and my hope.”  The word translated “expectation” is a gigantic word, a triple compound, one large word made of three smaller words.  The word is basically, “apokaradokia.”  “Kara” is the word for “head;” “dokia” is the word for “looking;” and “apo” is a Greek preposition which means “away from.”  Thus, the word has in it the ideas of an uplifted head, an outstretched neck, and a far-away look.  If we can conjure in our minds a person standing on tiptoe, looking for and expecting a certain  outcome, we can appreciate this word.  This is the word that is used in Romans 8:19 for the posture and expectation of the created world as it waits anxiously for the full revelation of Christians as sons and daughters of God.  J. B.  Phillips captures it in his paraphrase: “The whole creation is on tiptoe to see the wonderful sight of the sons of God coming into their own.”  License your imagination; image that picture in your mind.  All of creation is standing at attention, straining to anticipate “that one far-off Divine event toward which the whole creation moves.”  Christian, hold your head up and keep looking forward; we are in for something awfully big!  Creation won’t be surprised; it is waiting eagerly for it to happen.  But sadly, most human creatures will be shocked — by their willful ignorance, their stupid unbelief, and their inability to get in on it at the end.  Now, picture Paul standing on tiptoe in a jail cell, with a far-away look in his eyes and solid realism in his heart, stating his ambitions and intentions!  Even from prison, while facing the possibility of imminent death, Paul looks out to the broad expanse of a vast future in Christ and with Him.  	





Verse twenty closes with a magnificent Christian motto, one which every Christian might adopt to eternal advantage.  “Christ shall be magnified in my body, whether it be by life, or by death.”  We see in this great motto: The Master Motive of the Christian experience — “that Christ shall be magnified”; the Vital Vehicle of its expression — “in my body”; and the Complete Commitment that must be exercised if this motive is to be fully realized — “whether it be by life, or by death.”  








�
I.  THE MASTER MOTIVE OF THE CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE





First, the Master Motive of the Christian experience: “That Christ shall be magnified.”  The word translated “magnified” is megaluno.  We should already be quite familiar with the “mega” prefix.  It means “very large.”  The word megaluno means “to make very large,” or “to make great,” or “to make conspicuous.”  It is used in a figurative sense to mean “exalt” or “glorify,” but the devotional meaning of the word itself should be widely explored.  Paul was determined to “magnify” Christ — to enable others to see Jesus in a way they had never seen Him before.  Paul wanted to make Jesus look great!  Paul fully agreed with another great Christian motto, the one spoken by John the Baptist: “He (Jesus) must increase, but I must decrease” (John 3:30).





There are two ways to magnify anything.  One is by the microscopic principle, the other is by the telescopic principle.  The microscope makes small things appear large, and the telescope makes distant things appear near.  So magnification changes the perspective and perception of the viewer.  The Christian must magnify Jesus in both ways.  Why?  It is surely not because Jesus is little or distant!  Indeed, God is not inside the universe; the universe is inside of God!  Jesus is already infinitely large.  And it surely is not because Jesus is a great distance away.  He “fills all in all.”  He is omnipresent.





  A young boy was going to church on a Sunday morning.  A sceptic saw him, and thought to have some fun at the boy’s expense.  “Where you goin’, son,” he asked.  “To church,” the boy replied with some satisfaction.  “Whatcha gonna do there,” asked the unbeliever.  “Worship God,” the boy answered.  “Son, I’ll give you a shiny red apple if you can tell me where God is,” said the antagonist.  The boy shot back, “Mr., I’ll give you a whole barrel of apples if you can tell me where God ain’t!”  Conclusion of argument.  No, we don’t magnify Christ microscopically because He is small, or telescopically because He is far away.  But remember that magnification changes the perspective and perception of the viewer.  In the natural thinking of every man, Jesus seems to be much smaller than He really is, and He seems to be far away, unreachable and unknowable.  The microscope enlarges the apparently small so that the thing viewed can be seen clearly, and the telescope makes things that are distant to appear close so they can be seen in proper proportion.   The microbe may be invisible because of smallness, but the microscope “blows it up” so that it may be clearly seen.  The celestial body may be so distant as to be unnoticeable, but the telescope “enlarges” it so it may be locally seen in true proportion.  





�
One of the master motives of the Christian life is that through the Christian’s personality as God’s instrument (whether microscope or telescope), Jesus Christ may be made appropriately great in the eyes of those who have never heard of Him and in the eyes of those who have only a poor conception of His glorious Person.  Martin Luther said, “The Apostle Paul had three wishes, and they were all about Christ — that he might be found in Christ, that he might be with Christ, and that he might magnify Christ.”  It must be noted, however that neither the microscope nor the telescope invents the image which it presents.  It merely makes conspicuous that which was already there.  No Christian can add anything to the full-orbed glory of the Person of the Lord Jesus Christ, but he may be used to cause Jesus to be properly appreciated among men.  “Perish all things, so that Christ be magnified!” was the memorable and commendable watchword of Lord Shaftesbury, the English nobleman.  There is no purer desire than this; there is no motto for the Christian that should dominate his thoughts and actions more than this.  The Psalmist said, “Oh, magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt His Name together” (Psalm 34:3).  What a rallying cry for a disciple-maker and for every disciple of Christ!  The Psalmist makes the motion, and Paul seconds it; can we Christians not cast a unanimous ballot?  Our “earnest expectation and hope is that....Christ shall be magnified.”





Before departing this first point, I must make a few remarks about the passion for world impact that dominates a disciple-maker.  It seems to me that the two principles of magnification may be applied to geographic presentation of Christ as well as philosophic presentation of Christ.  Remember that microscopes enlarge small things to the point of visibility, and telescopes draw distant things near so they can be seen immediately in their true size.  With regard to geography, the microscopic principle is more needed in the United States and the western world which have had historic Christian roots, while the telescopic principle is needed in those areas of the world where Christ has not been known.  In the United States, Jesus is near but very small to multitudes of people, so the microscope is needed.  The further removed the location is from the United States, the more the telescope is needed — Jesus is very distant, and needs to be brought into their perception so He appears up close as large as He really is.  What an assignment!  What a vocation!  What a challenge to qualitative relational living!





II.  THE VITAL VEHICLE FOR ITS EXPRESSION





  Second, this verse reveals the Vital Vehicle which must be used for the expression of this master motive: “That Christ shall be magnified in my body.”  My body is to be the “lens” that makes an apparently “small Christ” look conspicuously big, and an apparently “far-away Christ” look conspicuously close.  It is in my body that Christ lives.  “Know ye not that Christ lives in you?”  Anything that lives in me must live in my body.  I am an inhabited person.  I have been tenanted by the living Presence of Jesus Christ.  I have another Occupant, another Operator, another Owner than myself living in my body.  I am a transporter, a carrier, a vehicle for the containment — and conveyance — of Jesus Christ.  





When Mary, the mother of Jesus, received the angel’s announcement about the coming birth of Jesus, she exclaimed, “My soul doth magnify the Lord,” but this was also true of her body.  Here Paul identifies the body as the location and instrument of magnification of Jesus.  Paul was writing from Rome to the Philippian believers whom he dearly loved, and earlier, he had written to the Romans the renowned words, “I beseech you, brethren ... that you present your bodies a living sacrifice” (Romans 12:1).  The body is the necessary instrument of the soul and the spirit for all action toward others, and all influence of others.  Amy Carmichael stated it quaintly but accurately when she said, “Souls are more or less securely fastened to bodies, and as you can”t get the souls out and deal with them separately, you have to take them both together.” Paul established this truth in II Corinthians 4:10, when he declared that we Christians should be “always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our body.”





�
E. Stanley Jones showed his usual penetrating insight when he wrote, “I have often imagined a convention of bodies talking about the people who inhabit them.  A body stands up and says, ‘Oh my, the man who inhabits me doesn’t know how to live.  He is full of fears, resentments, self-centeredness and guilts.  He ties me in knots, and then doses me with all sort of medicines which have no relationship with what is wrong with me.  There is nothing wrong with me.  He upsets my functioning.  I wish he knew how to live.’  Another body stands up and says, ‘It’s wonderful to live with the man I live with.  He is rhythmical, harmonious, and adjusted.  We get along famously together, and I do prodigious things for him.  It’s a joy to do it.’”





 Now, change the figure just a bit and let your body talk about the Jesus Who lives within it.  “It is such an adventure to be indwelt by such an occupant.  He is merciful, but mysterious.  He is powerful, but sometimes puzzling.  He is not mere baggage or dead weight, but a dynamic person with clear purposes.  I wonder if the kind of body I give to Him matches the kind of life He wants to live within it?”  Or imagine Jesus verbally evaluating your body as His Temple.  A paraphrase of Jones’ paragraph might make a good statement of Jesus’ evaluation of His confinement in you.  “I co-inhabit this body with such a struggling person!  How I want him to rest in Me and My performance in and for him.  I want him to see his body as I see it — the Temple in which I dwell in order to exhibit my Presence in the community around the Temple.  How he confines Me and contorts Me instead of communicating Me.  But he is My opportunity and My project.  As he continues to grow in grace, I will be magnified more and more in his body.”





III.  THE COMPLETE COMMITMENT THAT MUST BE EXERCISED





Finally, we see the Complete Commitment that must be exercised if this purpose is to be fully realized.  It is “my earnest expectation and my hope ... that Christ shall be magnified in my body,  whether it be by life or by death.”





Paul wanted Christian fruitfulness while he was living.  According to verses 22, 24 and 25, he did not know whether his present imprisonment would result in release and further fruitful ministry by living, or in death.  But he was determined to maximize either possibility in a fully Christ-honoring way.  The outcome of his trial before the Roman Emperor was entirely uncertain, but Paul’s purpose was the same no matter what the outcome.  If he lived in chains in a prison cell or in the liberty of a self-determined schedule, he wanted Christ to be magnified.  If Paul were permitted to continue in this life, he would continue to witness for Christ, serve Him, and bring forth “fruit unto God.”  The course of his life was settled.





�
But Paul also wanted fulfillment when he died.  “Whether it be by life or by death.”  I have known many Christians who clearly dedicated their lives to God, but I have known few who consciously dedicated their deaths to God.  Years ago, I was summoned as a young pastor to the hospital bedside of a saintly woman who had just been told that she had terminal cancer.  Without remorse, protest or panic, she calmly asked me to join her in dedicating her death to God as she had sought to dedicate her life to God.  Her closing months of life here were radiantly filled with Jesus and testimony for Him.  This, I think, is a part of what Paul means.  I consciously dedicate my death to God so that Christ can be magnified by my death as well as by my life.  Note that Paul’s stated ambition was not to die easily, or peacefully, or without pain.  Though these are perfectly natural desires for any thoughtful person, they are overshadowed by this magnificent master motive, that “Christ shall be magnified ... by (my) death.”





How do people die, anyway?  They die essentially as they have lived.  Their life purpose and momentum establish direction and determination for their death.  The time they have logged with Satan or with God will be reflected in their death.  In the Bible, the rich man died unprepared — because that is the way he had lived (Luke 16).  Judas died unfaithful --because that is the way he had lived.  Ananias died unclean — because that is the way he had lived (Acts 5).  Stephen died unafraid — because that is the way he had lived (Acts 7).  And Paul died unafraid, unashamed, and unabashed — because that is the way he had lived.  Paul lived and died the philosophy which Charles Wesley later wrote about:





“Ready for all Thy perfect will, My acts of faith and love repeat,


 Till death Thy endless mercies seal, And make the sacrifice complete.”




















